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 We hope that this newsletter fi nds you all safe and 
well. We still live in worrying and challenging times 
but let us be optimistic and positive about the future 
and hopefully next year will provide better things to 
come. We would like to share with you a summary of 
our activities since the last newsletter.

MEETINGS

Through the grace of Zoom our executive committee 
managed to hold two zoom committee meetings which 
were successful and very productive allowing us to keep 
everybody in touch and plan any activities necessary. 
We also had joint committee meetings by Zoom with 
our friends in the Federation for Ulster Local Studies. 
These meetings allowed us to subsequently plan and 
organise our very successful Zoom lectures.

ZOOM LECTURES

JULY 2021 – IRISH POLAR EXPLORERS

A memorable lecture was given by Kevin Kenny on 
Irish Polar Explorers with particular emphasis on 
Ernest Shackleton. We had a great response to our 
invitation to join the talk and the audience were 
certainly not disappointed.  Kevin, a recognised 
authority on Shackleton, gave a riveting account of 
the life and times of this unique explorer and his many 
adventures. His attention to detail was exceptional 
and something recognised and commented on by 
those listening to the lecture.

OCT 2021: JOINT NORTH-SOUTH ZOOM LECTURE “A 
CHANGING IRELAND 1918 – 1923”
In conjunction with the Federation for Local Ulster 
Studies and to mark the anniversary of the 1921 Anglo 
Irish Treaty a special joint lecture was held looking at 
this watershed period in Irish history. Three eminent 
speakers, Padraig Yeates, Gabriel Doherty and Dr 
Myrtle Hill gave enthralling talks which included 
diverse but related topics on a subject that changed 
the course of Irish history on the island of Ireland 
and beyond. The topics covered were, Women in Post 
WW1 Ireland, the Labour Movement and the effect 
of Partition and the Treaty Debates in the Dail and 
Westminster.  The on-line lecture was supported by a 
large audience from all over the island.

COMMUNICATIONS WITH MEMBERS

We continue to regularly circulate our membership 
with information on history events from around the 
country and hope that you fi nd them both interesting 
and of value.

FEDERATION JOURNAL  VOL 26  2021
We have published this year’s Journal which contains 
twenty fi ve articles or more together with news from 
member societies and many fi ne illustrations. The 

response for articles was very good and it was most 
encouraging to see such a wide range of topics from all 
around the country and indeed beyond as we have a 
most interesting article from down-under in Australia.  
We want to extend the opportunity for members to 
have and read the Journal so consequently we will be 
making a special offer to societies to take extra copies 
at a very reasonable cost.  Details to follow.

 Articles
Tribute To Federation President, Very Rev. Archdeacon Sean 
O’Doherty ♦ Local Historian Frank Taaffe Reaches A Momentous 
Milestone ♦ Carlow Historical & Archaeological Society ♦ Richard 
Twiss — A Tour In Ireland In 1775 ♦ Colmcille Remembered ♦ 
Cork To Coal Cliff — Finding Richard Coady ♦ Exhibition About 
Dockyard At Passage West Maritime Museum ♦ From The Barrack 
Gate To The Watering Gates ♦ General Thomas Francis Meagher 
♦ Gravel Football At Clongowes Wood College ♦ Ireland’s Vulture 
Funds In 17th Century Wicklow ♦ William Wordsworth’s Tour 
In Ireland In The Autumn Of 1829 ♦ Life Straddling The Border 
Before, During And After World War II ♦ St. Patrick’s Way — 
Downpatrick Camino ♦ Martello Towers In Ireland ♦ Not A Single 
Pane Of Glass Was Broken ♦ The Taking Of Carrigtwohill RIC 
Barracks ♦ Paddy Mahon, Forgotten World No. 1 Golfer ♦ Robin 
Clements Of Killadoon ♦ The (Would Be) Cowbow Earl ♦ The Fair 
Of Turloughmore ♦ Tyrry Of Glankittane ♦ Water Provision In 
Dromahair ♦ The Oldesst Public Offi ce In Dublin ♦ Old Drumlease 
– An Important Ancient Ecclesiastical Site In County Leitrim ♦ War 
Memorials In Ireland

PRESIDENT CANON SEAN O’DOHERTY

“Fr Sean”, as we affectionally know him, has this year 
retired as PP of Durrow in Co Laois after more than 
thirty years serving the community. He played a very 
important and pivotal role in the foundation of the 
Federation back in 1981 and helped steer it through 
the early years. He was also very much involved in the 



relationship and friendship that has developed with 
the Federation for Ulster Local Studies in Ulster. As 
a token of our appreciation some members of the 
executive committee met with Fr Sean over lunch on 
behalf of the Federation and presented him with a 
gift in token of our appreciation for the tremendous 
contribution he has made over the years. Fr Sean 
continues as Federation President, a role we hope he 
holds for many years to come.  

CARLOW HISTORICAL & ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

We would like to congratulate the Carlow Society in 
this their 75th Anniversary year and wish them good 
luck for the future.

SUBSCRIPTIONS 2022
We have lost some of our revenue due to Covid 
over the last while so a little reminder that 2022 
subscriptions are due in the New Year.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

UK Trip to London and the South East England — 
May 2-5 2022. 
The postponed trip from 2020 has been rebooked 
and we are hoping we can make the trip this time.

SEASON’S GREETINGS

The Federation would like to wish you all a very 
Happy Christmas and best wishes for the New Year, 
we look forward to working with you all again in 
2022.  

Nollaig shona agus Athbhliain 
faoi Mhaise Daoibh


