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FEDERATION OF
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETIES
WHAT

IT IS AND WHAT IT DOES

HISTORY
The Federation of Local History Societies was established in 1981 to
promote the interests of amateur historians and voluntary museums
and to represent their views. In the intervening years the number of
affiliated societies has grown significantly.

AIMS
The aims of the Federation are:
1. To encourage research in the fields of history, archaeology,
folk-life and folklore.
2. To exchange information among affiliated societies through
the medium of newsletters, publications, seminars, etc.
3. To develop mutual support among affiliated societies.
4. To encourage the publication of information of historical
interest and the better utilisation of Archives.

MEMBERSHIP
Membership of the Federation is open to all Local History societies,
Archaeological societies, Field Groups, Folklore and Folk-life societies,
Family or Genealogical Societies and local museums. Other similar
organisations which don’t come within these categories can be linked
with the Federation through Associated Membership.

HOW

THE

FEDERATION OPERATES

The Federation has a voluntary secretariat by which societies can
help one another and combine to achieve results which could not be
achieved by individual effort.
The member societies come together twice yearly at different venues
around the country.
The Annual General Meeting and Seminars, Lectures and Workshops
provide an exciting exchange of ideas from all over the country.
The Federation’s Journal is a source of information on the activities
of the member societies and its contents indicate the widespread
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and growing interest in local history, which highlights the need
for such an organisation as the Federation.

INDIVIDUALS
When you join your local history group you are joining a lively
group of enthusiastic people who share a common interest in
local history, archaeology, folklore. You do not need to have any
particular qualification or a high level of knowledge of the subjects
outlined, but as a member, you will learn much about your
heritage, in a most enjoyable way, by having access to the lectures
and slide shows organised during the autumn, winter and spring.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM IS AVAILABLE
DOWNLOAD ON THE FEDERATION WEBSITE:

FOR

www.localhistory.ie
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EDITORIAL
In many respects 2018 turned out to be an interesting and eventful
year. The advent of the General Data Protection Regulations was
thrust upon us, causing concern for some of our members about
exactly what was required. We were able to provide some guidance
and guidelines for our membership.
It was a busy year, as usual, with a varied programme of events
organised by the Federation which took place all around the country.
The Federation AGM was held in Sligo town. This was the first
time to hold our flagship event in the county and we were not
disappointed with our choice. Hosted by the Sligo Field Club, it
was a huge success. Delegates enjoyed a memorable weekend with
a most impressive programme organised by our hosts. With many
walks and talks it was an opportunity to learn more about Sligo’s
unique history and heritage. We extend a special word of thanks to
Sligo Field Club for organising the event and for their warm welcome
and hospitality.
This year’s UK trip took us to the East Midlands. Based in Nottingham
it was a wonderful experience which took us to the cities of Leicester,
Lincoln and Nottingham, and many other interesting places along
the way.
We held two seminars, one in the spring and one in the autumn. The
spring seminar had a regional theme and took place in the Hodson
Bay Hotel near Athlone. The speakers expressed the importance
of local history at grass roots level and shared their own personal
experiences in the community with the audience.
The autumn seminar “All about Archives” was a big success. The
impressive Lexicon in Dun Laoghaire was the venue and we had a
record crowd of eighty and more in attendance.
This subject of local archives arose when an interesting question
was posed by one of our members. Liam Clare of the Foxrock Society
had experienced difficulty in trying to secure a place to deposit
his personal history archive. “What does one do with a personal
archive?”. In the absence of a suitable depository it could well end
up in a skip!
The Federation feels that this is a key issue facing the preservation
of local history material all over the country. We believe the solution
lies in promoting collaboration between archivists and local
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historians and that we have an important role to play in making
it happen. The Archive Seminar is the first step in this direction
and we plan to set up a programme of engagement with archivists
around the country in the coming year.
This year was the one hundredth anniversary of the sinking of
the RMS Leinster. The commemoration of this tragic event was
remembered in many presentations lest we forget all those who lost
their lives. Congratulations to all those whose hard work ensured it
was kept in our memory.
The “Celebrating Cork Past Family Festival”, held in Cork City Hall,
was again a resounding success and the Federation stand was well
attended by many visitors to the event.
We welcomed our friends and colleagues from the North who
accompanied us on the UK trip and also those who attended the
AGM and the Archives Seminar.
We extend a warm welcome to new members and thank all our
existing members for their continued support.
Special thanks to our hard working committee for their support and
help during the year. Thanks to all those who contributed articles
for the Journal. Sincere thanks to the production team, J. J. Woods
and Brendan Cullen for all their hard work and who helped make
it all possible.
Míle buíochas díabh agas bain taitneamh as do chuid stair áitiúil.

LARRY BREEN HON. EDITOR

x
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A SUMMER VISITOR
BY

TO IRELAND

DENIS G. MARNANE

INTRODUCTION
There is something appealing about a travel writer who, on page one,
declares that she knows nothing about what she called the ‘ologies’.
Instead, she mentions her keen powers of observation, possession of
a good memory and ‘an insatiable thirst for seeing new countries.’
Along with these sterling qualities is the bonus of a female perspective,
a useful corrective to the strident male voices that clutter library
shelves in the category ‘travel writers’. However, in the nineteenth
century intelligent English ladies did not travel to Ireland without
prejudices and pre-conceptions packed in their luggage alongside
smelling salts and stays.
Mrs Frederic West toured Ireland in the summer of 1846, which is
what she called her book published the following year. (A Summer
Visit to Ireland in 1846.)
Twenty years earlier Theresa Whitby, daughter of a naval captain
and heir to a fortune, married a widower, Frederic Richard West, a
few years older and something of a catch. He was an MP and well
connected. The couple had five children. Her motivation in travelling
to Ireland, in so far as she explained it, was to encourage British
people to visit Ireland and spend money there. As ever, after the Act
of Union, intelligent British people were faced with the paradox of
Ireland, part of their state, the United Kingdom and yet so different in
every way. A difference that again and again needed explaining. That
Mrs West calls her account a ‘bookeen’ does not inspire confidence.
The timing of her visit, the summer of 1846, reminds today’s reader
of the sensation of watching a horror movie; the characters on-screen
oblivious to the terrors lurking and waiting in the background.

AROUND DUBLIN
Mrs West landed at Kingstown at one-thirty on the morning of 10 July
1846, having departed Holyhead at six-thirty the previous evening.
Suffering from sea-sickness, a reservation had fortunately been
made at a local hotel (Rathbone’s). Mrs West was not alone. With her
were her husband, his valet and her maid. Surprisingly only one staff
member, the ‘boots’ was available. After all, individuals arriving off
the boat late was hardly novel. In books like hers, for all an author’s
protestations about truthfulness, readers have to be given what they
expect and immediately we have a set-piece about the travellers
wanting some food, or at least tea and being given a comic-turn by
LOCAL HISTORY JOURNAL 2018
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this first engagement with comically contrary Irishness. When tea
was at last produced, the water was full of sand. ‘So we went to
bed, supperless and uncomfortable, but I did not mind, for was I
not in Ireland after all.’ As indicated below, after a short time on the
receiving end of Irish hospitality, Mrs West was very complimentary,
not least, she later emphasised, because she nowhere encountered
fleas.
The following day, 11 July, with the weather fine and a splendid view
of the harbour from their window, spirits were restored. Reminding us
that new technology is frequently seen as regressive, the sole negative
in this scene was ‘the eternal racket of the Kingstown railway’. This was
followed by an absolute condemnation of modernity: ‘those straight
lines and ugly monsters of machines form a hideous foreground to
every landscape.’ William Dargan was the man responsible for this
first Irish rail link to Dublin and opened twelve years previously. Mrs
West’s first destination was Bray, which she tells us, ‘is a celebrated
watering place and its hotel renowned for good cheer.’
The carriage journey there brought heaven and hell. The former: very
pretty landscape dotted with fine villas. The latter: the lady’s first
exposure to the depths of Irish poverty. Within a paragraph she all
but exhausts her vocabulary: rags, dishevelled, disgustingly dirty,
squalid, unwashed, uncombed. Mrs West’s reaction to this scale of
poverty was to note the evidence of wealth she also saw but of course
there was no suggestion of redistribution. Instead she wondered why
these people were not in workhouses. Presumably with relief, the
party arrived at Shanganagh Castle, a Richard Morrison designed neogothic pile, the home of friends, Major General Sir George Cockburn
and wife. It was Cockburn who had reserved their Kingstown hotel
accommodation for them. Shanganagh, a much older house was
purchased by Cockburn some decades previously as a suitable setting
for the booty gathered during his long military career. Some of the
items displayed perhaps even then raised an eyebrow. For instance:
a basalt pillar from the Giant’s Causeway!
That day and the next, whatever about poverty being a blot on the
landscape, Mrs West was utterly transposed by the countryside. Her
highest accolade being its similarity to Italy; the quality of the light,
the blue of the sky and the varying tints upon the hills – ‘all remind
me of a day in May at Rome’. On that day, 12 May, one of the places
visited was Lord Meath’s Kilruddery. Again, Morrison had been at
work in the 1820s, this time Tudor rather than Gothic. However, the
visitors had to content themselves with the grounds which very much
met with approval. In the midst of this picture of paradise regained a
2
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dark shadow fell. ‘Potatoes were beginning to fail here. Bray Head is
thickly planted with them and we noticed fine blossoms, pink, lilac
and white; the latter are “lumpers” and disesteemed.’

Glendalough

The weather remained excellent and on 13 July Mrs West was about
to cross one item off her wish-list, sight of a round tower, and so at
ten that morning a small party set off for Glendalough. ‘Roundwood
supplied us with fresh horses: it possesses a clean tidy inn.’ At their
destination a tourism industry was already and readily engaged in
separating visitors from their money. They engaged a guide, who,
like the best of his kind, told them what they wanted to hear: fewer
facts, more fantasy. He was clearly someone who understood that
his business was entertainment, not education. Regarding one large
cross, the visitors were told that you had to clasp your arms around
it, think of the person you loved and he or she was sure (idiomatically
‘shure’) to be yours. ‘I did it meself,’ said their guide, and ‘sorrow’s the
day I did it, for she’s me wife these twinty years and bad luck to her
for a bad one as she is.’
A jaunting car was hired to take them to the lake and a rowing boat to
St Kevin’s Bed where, for a shilling, a singular entertainment was to
be had: a soldier’s wife, now an old woman, dived into the lake. That
word ‘old’ should not mislead. Acute poverty enforces the appearance
of age. As previous, the journey to their lodgings took them through
landscape very much to the visitor’s approval.
It’s not clear where West spent the night but the next day, 14 July,
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she was off again, passing through Enniskerry and in danger of
running out of superlatives to describe the rugged, romantic scenery.
Someone of Theresa West’s age, gender, education and sensibility
was entirely influenced by the late eighteenth century Romanticism
that underpinned how the world was perceived. It was all very
Wordsworthian. Nature at its wildest, at its least interfered with,
was, in some moral way, good for one. Water has to foam; cliffs are
high and ravines are darkly deep. All, it should be said, a contrast to
Powerscourt, the chief stop of that day’s agenda. She and her party
had access to the house. Two years before this visit, eight year old
Mervyn Edward Wingfield woke up one morning and on the death of
his young father (29) found himself the 7th Viscount Powerscourt.
Mrs West was not particularly impressed by the house, describing
the entrance hall as heavy and ungraceful. Of course, she saw the
waterfall but in circumstances that hardly increased its Romantic
allure as they found themselves ‘among a throng of picnickers
unpacking their baskets in merry knots, at least a couple of dozen
of jaunting cars, phaetons, horses and attendants, all bivouacked
under the trees’. Incidentally, on their return to Bray, because of the
fine weather, the writer reminds us of an uncomfortable aspect of
travel in those circumstances, choking dust on the roads.
The morning of 15 July brought a few showers and Mrs West did
what any accomplished lady of her ilk would do, she made some
sketches of the Sugar Loaf. Then ‘what a delicious drive we took
this afternoon’ to the top of Killiney Hill and she was quite at a loss
for words to describe the scene, confessing ‘I was in ecstasies the
whole way.’ Before leaving for the provinces, Mrs West wanted to
see something of Dublin itself and so 16 July was devoted to that
purpose, accommodation being booked at the Gresham Hotel.
Sackville (O’Connell) Street she thought more impressive than any
London street. Like city-centre tourists today, Trinity College was the
first port of call. Not the Book of Kells but Brian Boru’s harp was the
object of interest. At the Royal Irish Academy she was fortunate to
meet the scholar Edward Clibborn, assistant librarian, who provided
a lecture on some of their treasures. Not all travellers to Ireland were
so interested in the country’s antiquities but Mrs West either had or
wanted to appear to have (probably the latter) a scholarly interest.
Her blue stockings do not appear to have been for occasional wear.
She was very unimpressed by the material condition of St Patrick’s
Cathedral, under repair but appearing ready to collapse. Taking a
feminist stance, though perhaps misdirected, Dean Swift is described
as ‘that cold-blooded woman torturer’, the famous Stella (Esther
Johnson) being specified as one of his ‘victims’.
4
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KILKENNY

AND

TIPPERARY

On 17 July they said good-bye to Dublin for a while and stopped
at Naas for lunch. ‘The potatoes were the very best I ate in Ireland
and well cooked.’ The author explained that, generally, this vegetable
was under-cooked in Ireland. The unfinished catholic chapel was
visited. Beside it was a convent with a notice that the grounds were
private. Their destination was Kilkenny and between Kilcullen and
Castledermot nothing of interest. Because of the need to press on
to Kilkenny, interesting looking ruins in Castledermot had to be
by-passed. Approaching Carlow ‘shoals’ of labourers were engaged
building a rail line and that town itself was ‘clean’. While dinner was
being prepared, Mrs West and her maid (a lady did not go about
unaccompanied) ‘darted off’ to the Roman Catholic cathedral,
completed a decade or so earlier. The statue of former bishop James
Doyle (the famous JKL) who died in 1834, which is still to be seen,
the visitor considered ‘too smothered in drapery’ an unexpected
comment.
On the border with Kilkenny, what she termed Shankill but actually
Paulstown, Mrs West thought ‘almost the nicest hamlet I saw in
Ireland’ (a recommendation a tidy towns committee could surely

Mrs West's drawing at Kilkenny

work with). Not only that encomium but it was there that the writer
saw the most beautiful girl in the course of her entire visit. Following
lines of lavish description that included reference to the girl’s ‘finely
LOCAL HISTORY JOURNAL 2018
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chiseled features’, an Irish reader of this book is brought down to
earth by the writer’s declaration that the Irish are not a handsome
race. The reason can hardly be disputed: widespread poverty resulted
in premature aging and general debility. This leads the writer to a
kind of terrible aria about the extent of the poverty visible through
the countryside. Surrounded by a crowd of beggars, Mrs West was
intensely conscious of how verminous they all were, as they scratched
and sought relief, personal and financial. However, in Ireland unlike
for instance Italy, refusal brought prayers rather than curses.
One small detail makes the case. Clothing in such rags that once
taken off, could not be put back on. ‘This is peasant life in one of the
finest countries in Europe.’ However description is not followed by
analysis, much less remedy. English visitors to Ireland like Theresa
West, for all their good intentions, had to face but invariably tried to
ignore, the central fact that Ireland was part of the United Kingdom,
with the Westminster government as responsible for it as it was for
the Home Counties. On the evidence of this and many other such
writers, that government did not appear to be doing a very good job.
The rest of their journey to Kilkenny was one of ‘surpassing dreariness’
– no people and few houses except ‘here and there a cabin. Also, it was
a landscape ‘generally treeless’. Her description of the countryside is
positive and negative: abundant crops, wheat, barley, oats, turnips
and rich grass but hedges and ditches badly kept; stone walls loose
and crumbling and much of the grassland choked with ragweed.
Again, one small detail impacts the reader: gates that won’t close
because openings are smothered with brambles. Kilkenny was not
reached until between ten and eleven o’clock that night and they
stayed at the Club House in Patrick Street, Mr Walsh their landlord,
an hotel that is still in business. At this point and prompted by her
visit to Kilkenny and Mr Walsh’s establishment, the writer is lavish
in her praise of Ireland’s hospitality.
There is one paramount comfort in an Irish hotel not always
met with in ours. Such abundant preparations for ‘frequent
ablutions’. Such cans of water, and tubs and hip-baths and
superfluity of jugs and basins…nearly everywhere the beds
are comfortable; elastic (meaning springy) French mattresses,
nice linen and plentiful bedding. At breakfast, dinner and tea,
the cups and saucers and dishes are so well washed and the
plates so sparkling! The cookery is universally good; meat well
flavoured, tarts well made, bread perfectly delicious. Porter is
invariably excellent; Guinness’s, or Beamish and Crawford’s.
The butter I relish particularly, it has a delicate hue and tastes
6
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like Devonshire clotted cream and abundant; and as Frederic
exclaimed one morning: ‘I must say Irish eggs are fresher than
all others.’
Perhaps the present day hotel should make use of this copy. It
should be said that Mrs West has a vested interest in giving such
good notices, unlike other travellers. She wants British visitors to
come to Ireland and spend some money.
On 18 July, a day for sight-seeing in Kilkenny, it rained and rained.
The castle did not hold her attention for long being more interested
in St Canice’s Cathedral but more especially the round tower which
she sketched ‘rapidly while the rain fell around me’. The town,
Mrs West tells us, was thronged with market people and she was
interested in the dress of some of the women, a mixture of dark blue
and pale grey cloaks, while many girls had coloured handkerchiefs
round their heads, tied under their chins. No doubt she had been
expecting to witness a deal of public inebriation but no. ‘All praise be
to Father Mathew!’ According to this English visitor, replacements for
alcohol were widely available, coffee (no reference to tea) and various
‘temperance cordials’ with the flavour of aniseed or caraway. If you
have ties to Kilkenny, best not read this next bit but Mrs West was in
cat mode with respect to the appearance of Kilkenny ladies. ‘Sickly’
and ‘squalid-looking’ are just some of her barbs.
Having moved on from Kilkenny, our guide was still in splenetic mode
with reference to Nine Mile House near Carrick-on-Suir. She was
there while the horses were being changed and declared about it that
‘nothing can be so disgustingly filthy’. She was not taken with Tipperary
or what she termed the ‘sharp-facedness’ of its people. The situation
of Clonmel she found attractive and, of course, she conformed to the
apparent rule for travel writers that Bianconi had to be referenced.
The town was crowded because the summer assizes dominated all
aspects of local life and again today’s reader is reminded that this
was the summer of 1846, some of those being tried had robbed flour
carts, Clonmel being a centre of the milling industry. Mrs West and
her party had to consume their lunch (excellent cold duck) in a small
bedroom of the Globe Inn (later the site of the town hall) so crowded
was the dining room. By now the reader has a degree of acquaintance
with Theresa West and knows that mountainous countryside excites
her interest far more than the stink of urban commerce. Making her
way south-west to Ardfinnan, she passes the well-situated seats of
the Bagwells (Marlfield) and Lord Donoughmore (Knocklofty) but the
Knockmealdowns interest her far more, being transported to verbal
excess by the competing shades of green.
LOCAL HISTORY JOURNAL 2018
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Ardfinnan

Ardfinnan however is dismissed as a paradox: ‘a poor village
excessively picturesque’. Our narrator continued that she went out
of her way to visit that village, for a reason, a story she had been told.
Bearing in mind Mrs West’s stated purpose in writing her book was
to encourage visitors to Ireland, Tipperary presented a problem, dealt
with here. The problem was that county’s reputation for violence. Her
story was about a farm being given to an English tenant, the previous
occupier having been evicted. One night armed and masked men
broke in, killed the farmer, terrified his wife, ransacked the house
and burned the documents setting out the lease. The wife recognised
the attackers as the former tenant and her husband’s own labourers.
Five men were arrested, tried at Clonmel and sentenced to hang. For
the next four years the widow remained in place, guarded by police.
After which time, thinking all was forgotten, the woman declared she
no longer needed protection. They were withdrawn and the following
day she was killed.
Story told, Mrs West does not linger but moves on to Clogheen ‘a very
wretched town’. Her description was not subtle: ‘Beggars swarmed
here: blind, halt and maimed infancy and age, all thrust their miseries
into the foreground. Altogether, the natives were a brawling, wild,
ferocious-looking set of beings and the policeman had a difficult task
in keeping them back from the carriage. Two urchins of three and
four years were pegging away at each other with teeth and nails.’
The travellers were on their way to Mitchelstown in Cork. ‘My heart
ached,’ we are told, ‘at the sight of woe and want that met our gaze
at every turn.’ Unlike the scene at Clogheen, such was the impact of
8
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hunger on this population that all the way to Mitchelstown not one
person begged. The party arrived at the town late in the evening and
fortified themselves with cold duck, yet again. Immediately they were
aware that Lord Kingston’s castle dominated the landscape. This was
yet another of the early nineteenth century gothic revival castles into
which demented landlords poured money they did not have. On the
writer’s evidence, according to the locals, Lord Kingston (the 4th earl)
did his best ‘but no individual exertions will suffice to feed a whole
starving population – all must combine and Education must do her
part before Ireland can become decently clad, fed and civilized’. (In
1848 his lordship was in a spot of bother with the police in London for
committing an ‘unnatural offence’ with a chap he picked up on Oxford
Street.) With so much done on just one day, 18 July, Mitchelstown
Caves was more than could be managed.

Mitchelstown Castle

CORK
The next day, Sunday, they managed to gain admittance to the castle,
though Mrs West warns her readers that she is no admirer of the
gothic style ‘except in churches’ but she allowed that Mitchelstown
Castle was impressive and seemed comfortable. The man responsible
‘Big George’ the 3rd earl was in charge for the first four decades of the
nineteenth century and in today’s terms, spent millions on his folly
designed by brothers James and George Pain. The castle was burned
during the civil war and the well-known creamery complex is on the
site. From her text Mrs West appeared to think that Mitchelstown
was in Tipperary and it was with some relief that she moved on to
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Fermoy, definitely in Cork ‘and the nicest and cleanest town in the
country’. Even the knockers on its doors were ‘fresh and clean’. As it
was Sunday she noted that people were dressed in their best, even
the children. Except for their feet, as generally they were barefoot, a
condition our visitor thought superior to cheap badly fitting footwear.
Mrs West was puzzled about one thing. Noting the dreadful hovels,
dark, dank and smokey, in which these people lived, where did they
keep their Sunday finery?
Approaching Cork city ‘the rain descended in torrents’ and the
author (reminding us that she is English) dilates on a topic earlier
touched on, the treatment of animals. Horses were well treated and
usually not pushed beyond their capacity. They were watered with
warm, never cold, water. Cart-horses were always well-conditioned
animals. Passing through Glanmire she could only admire the city’s
setting – ‘such verdant meads!’ – ‘such flourishing plantations!’
Ensconced at the Imperial Hotel, comfortable (except that the bread
was ‘abominable’) but expensive. Of interest is the regulation that
smoking was prohibited except in designated rooms. While in Cork,
Mrs West regretted not being able to visit Blarney, even then a tourist
trap. Readers of an earlier article in this series may remember the
German visitor to Ireland, Johann Georg Kohl, who ‘did’ Ireland four
years before Mrs West and that he was very impressed by Bishop
John Murphy of Cork (bishop 1815-47), especially his library. Mrs
West heard about this book collection and the clever ways books
were stacked, would have liked to visit. She had been told that even
the servants beds were book-storage units. Early Ikea perhaps.
The following day, 20 July, and it was still raining but Mrs West had
the correct attitude, declaring that it was ‘the soft sort that hurts
nobody’. She and her party caught a small steamer near St Patrick’s
Bridge that twice a day travelled between the city and Cobh. Along
the way her English heart was stirred by the sight of naval ships
in port, including the flagship of the British Mediterranean Fleet,
HMS Hibernia. The writer made the, no-doubt, accurate point that
such ships were very welcome because of the money spent locally.
‘Cobh (‘Cove’ in the text) is a compact, odd-looking town’ the reader
is informed and while Mrs West allowed that it might provide a few
hours amusement, she could not bear witness as she remained on
board, while the rain continued to fall and immediately made the
return journey to the city. Once there, the continuous rain, no longer
soft, prevented an examination of the city centre and its shops.
‘Wages are shamefully low here,’ we are told. Wages per day for men
were eight pence and for women three pence.
10
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Their next stop was of course Killarney and so ‘the horses were ordered
for half-past nine a.m. on the eleventh day, 21 July, of this summer
tour of Ireland. An interesting note is that just before leaving, ever
curious, Mrs West noticed a Greek boat mooring at the quay, the first
such to visit the port and laden with Indian corn, ‘on the strength
of the Free Trade’ (author’s emphasis). The corn laws preventing
free trade had only been repealed in June 1846. A comedy of delays
meant that their carriage was two hours late. As always, in Ireland,
their departure meant being surrounded by beggars demanding
charity in return for prayers. At Macroom they stopped to change
horse and found a ‘very clean little inn’ for their own refreshments.
As it was market day some entertainment was provided observing
the passing scene. People though poor were not badly dressed and
‘greeted me with smiles’. Lunch was a mixed lot, excellent bread and
butter (bread in Cork city was ‘execrable’) but with the ‘hardest corn
beef and saltiest ham in the United Kingdom’.
The rest of that day’s journey rather appealed to Mrs West’s romantic
side: the road ‘wild and picturesque’ with ‘heath and furze in luxuriant
bloom’. The weather more showery than the previous endless rain
and with the promise of some sun. As ever, beggars, adults and
children, some of whom the author was terrified would fall under
their carriage wheels. ‘In the outskirts of every village I saw a hedge
school. The poor tattered master sitting patiently in the midst of his
more tattered pupils, with shreds of books in their hands and the
cabin they were crammed in, black with smoke and obscure because
windowless.’ One might wonder therefore how the lady passing in her
carriage saw so much? Everything about the landscape appealed as
they approached Kerry: giants crags and rocky cliffs. ‘Great strings of
one-horse carts passed by us, laden with bales of goods, barrels, etc.
‘Between Ballyvourney and Flesk we entered County Kerry’.
TO BE CONTINUED.
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THE UNITED IRISH LEAGUE.
FIRST

PUBLIC MEETING IN
BY

WESTPORT 120

YEARS AGO.

AIDEN CLARKE

In 1895 William O’Brien and his wife Sophie decided to come and
live in the Clew Bay area to finish his Granuaile novel A Queen of
Men. Disillusioned by the split in the Irish Parliamentary Party and
in poor health he had resigned his seat as Member of Parliament for
Cork City.
They rented a house at Old Head for a year before buying a house two
miles from Westport called Altamont Villa. They changed the name
of the house to Mallow Cottage in honour of William’s home town.1

Mallow Cottage

William quickly endeared himself to the local population by offering
advice on tenants’ rights and by taking up the cause of the evicted.
The cases of the widows Kitterick and Sammon received international
attention.2 His intervention also allowed the Clare Island tenants to
purchase their farms from the Congested Districts Board. He proposed
to the CDB a loan fund to purchase new boats and equipment for the
fishermen at Murrisk. He invested £350 of his own money in the
scheme.3
By 1898 he had decided to set up a new organisation, the United Irish
League, with the purpose of commemorating the United Irishmen of
12

LOCAL HISTORY JOURNAL 2018

1798; it was to be a new Land League; and it was to be the means
of bringing unity to Irish politics. Landlords found a loophole in
the Land Act of 1881. They began to let their land on 11 month
leases which were not subject to the land courts. This attracted large
graziers who, as Fergus Campbell points out, had a close, lucrative
economic relationship with landlords.4
The first public meeting was held on January 23rd at The Octagon,
Westport, where a crowd of over 4,000 overflowed into the surrounding
streets.
The Mayo News of January 29, 1898, reported –
It was quite evident that the severe distress at present experienced in
many of the districts around Westport and the indifference displayed
by the Government in relation to it has roused a very determined spirit
amongst the people in West Mayo. — The people came in from all the
districts for miles around Westport, marching in processional order,
four or five deep, headed by bands and with banners bearing mottoes
appropriate to the present time. Cavalcades of horsemen accompanied
each of these processions and they were also followed by long lines
of vehicles of all descriptions. Special trains were run from Achill,
Newport and Mulranny. —
The Kilmaclasser men made a splendid show. They were mostly young
fellows and the greater number of them carried imitation pikes of the
’98 pattern. Newport and other districts also sent large contingents
bearing pikes. — Westport possesses a splendid brass band, and this
band played the different contingents through the town. Drummin also
sent a great cavalcade of horsemen, with a band and a banner on
which there was a picture of Wolfe Tone. — Louisburgh was also well
represented. — There were bands also from Tiernaur, Islandeady,
Aghagower and Cloghe.
There were speeches from William O’Brien, Dr Ambrose M.P., John
Dillon M.P., Timothy Harrington M.P. and several clergymen. Among
the platform party were P.J. Kelly (Chairman Westport Board of
Guardians) and William & P.J. Doris (founders of the Mayo News).
The article also lists the names of the contingents from the different
areas and the names of the provisional organising committee elected
by the meeting. Although some women were to be allowed to vote in
the forthcoming Mayo County Council election there is no mention of
any women present.
Michael Davitt did not attend as he was out of the country at the
time. Sometime later O’Brien, Davitt and John Dillon met in Mallow
Cottage to draw up a Constitution for the new organisation.
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Room in Mallow Cottage where O’Brien, Davitt & Dillon discussed a constitution for the
UIL. Picture courtesy of the late Jack Mc Aleer.

Organised by its general secretary John O’Donnell,5 from Tavanagh,
Westport, the United Irish League proved very popular. Its branches
swept over most of the country, dictating to the demoralised Irish
Party leaders the terms for reconstruction, not only of the party but
of the nationalist movement in Ireland. It soon became the largest
organisation in the country, at its peak comprising 1,150 branches
and 84,355 members.
The League reconciled the fragmented Irish Parliamentary Party
in Westminster by bringing them together in a new grassroots
organisation around a programme of agrarian agitation, political
reform, the settlement of the Irish land question and the pursuit of
Irish Home Rule.
The UIL agitation focused attention on the fact that many families
lived on patches of land too small to provide a decent livelihood even
without rent. The UIL strongly believed that only agitational politics
combined with constitutional pressures, rather than physical force,
were the best means of achieving its goals. Its most often used tactic
was that of Boycotting specific landowners and graziers.
14
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This resulted in a crackdown by the Home Secretary which meant
that between 1901 and 1902 thirteen Irish MPs (including John
O’Donnell), amongst others, were imprisoned under the Crimes Act.
By the spring of 1902 the counties of Cavan, Clare, Cork, Leitrim,
Mayo, Roscommon, Sligo, Tipperary and Waterford were included
under the Act.
Despite the crackdown the UIL continued to grow and stepped up
its programme of agitation so that the government drew up the Land
Purchase (Ireland) Act (1903) (known as the Wyndham Act) which
ended the landlords control over tenants and made it easier for
tenants to purchase land.
In the period 1903 to 1909 over 200,000 tenants become owners of
their holdings under the Act. This was followed by the 1909 Land Act
which ultimately facilitated the transfer of about 9 million acres of
land to former tenants by 1914. By the founding of the Irish Free State
in 1922 some 316,000 tenants purchased their holdings, amounting
to 11.5 million acres.
The UIL was also instrumental in the Labourers (Ireland) Act (1906),
which in five years financed the building of over 40,000 cottage homes,
each on an acre of land. This unique social housing programme
unparalleled anywhere in Europe brought about an unprecedented
agrarian revolution, changing the face of the Irish countryside.
William O’Brien re-entered parliamentary politics and was elected
MP for Cork. This led to William and Sophie leaving Westport and
returning to Mallow.
William died suddenly in London in 1928. After surviving World War
II in France, Sophie died in 1960 in her one hundredth year.
AIDEN CLARKE is editor of Cathair na Mart.
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NOW WE’LL HAVE
BY

A

GOOD NIGHT’S TALK.

EAMON LEONARD

James G. Delaney made a prominent contribution to the collecting of
folklore and tradition from the past in rural Ireland. Between 1954
and 1986 he recorded first hand life stories and personal memories
of native residents. These people also relayed to him oral folklore
handed on from the more distant past in their localities. This essay
explores his contributions and the personal attributes and insights
that he brought to his work.

FOLKLORE

AS A RESOURCE

People who want to find out more about their ancestors and the
kinds of day-to-day life that they experienced turn to folklore for
information. Similarly, people with an interest in local history or the
traditions of a specific population, such as that of a particular village,
turn to folklore. The information sought is more indigenous than
that found in more universal chronological history. Folklore is often
referred to as spoken history and refers to the lives, practices and
beliefs of the so called ‘ordinary people’. Its hallmark is the animated
way in which it tends to be told and retold. ‘As its name indicates
folklore involves both “folk” (a group of people) and “lore” (creative
expression).1

FOLKLORE COLLECTING

IN IRELAND

The Irish Folklore Commission (IFC), founded in 1935 was the first
state-funded body to employ full-time collectors of local and regional
folklore across the newly founded Irish Free State. It expanded on the
work of the earlier Folklore of Ireland Society (FIC) founded in 1927
to collect, preserve and facilitate publication of the folklore of Ireland.
During the 1920s and 1930s there was a renewed interest in Irish
culture and the Irish language, which precipitated a commitment
by the State to the preservation of the Irish language, literature and
folklore. This development was to some extent synonymous with the
sense of national identity emerging with the achievement of national
sovereignty. ‘The increased interest in Gaeltacht areas in the 1920s
resulting from the gaelicisation policies of the newly–founded Irish
State, also focused attention on the oral traditions enshrined in the
Irish language’.2
The richness of the oral heritage found in preserving the Irish language
highlighted the wider wealth of folklore that existed in Ireland, and
the importance of having it collected and preserved in a systemic
way. Thus, the IFC took over the work of the FIC with a wider brief
16
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and a more advanced format by which it would collect and preserve
oral tradition and ethnology:
Much of the work by full-time collectors took place at night,
when entertainment followed the day’s work. Long nights of
collecting were followed by days of transcribing the previous
night’s harvest, which the collectors then forwarded to the
Dublin office of the [IFC] Commission.3
The collectors focused heavily on the oral traditions of rural Ireland.
They visited households in their designated areas of the country in
search of people who were willing to share their personal accounts
of local folklore as they heard it. The collectors were especially keen
to engage with the more senior generation in search of stories and
customs that had become less well known with the passage of time.
Delaney became one of these collectors.

JAMES G. DELANEY
James G. Delaney was also known as Séamus Ó Dushláine or as
Jim to his friends. Born in Wexford in 1916, his father Richard was
a Master Mariner and Delaney grew up in a family that had strong
maritime traditions. At an early age he became interested in folklore:
‘He was to a great extent inspired by the pioneering work carried out
a century earlier by Patrick Kennedy, to whom Jim devoted his M.A.
thesis at U.C.D.’4
On graduating from UCD Delaney embarked on a teaching career
and commenced his MA studies. During this time he met his future
wife May Ní Bhradaigh who was also completing her MA studies.
On graduating Delaney changed career to folklore collecting, having
been recruited by the IFC and initially assigned to his native Wexford.
In 1958 he moved to Longford following his marriage to May, and
commenced his folklore collecting in the midlands. The young couple
lived for a short time in May’s family home in Longford before moving
to South Roscommon. Here they bought a house near Hodson Bay
which became their family home for the rest of their lives. Their
unassuming nature and interest in folklore and local history gained
them much respect among the people with whom they became
acquainted.
Willie Kenny, son of John Kenny who was one of Delaney’s informants,
remembers Delaney as a member of the Kiltoom community. When
asked to describe how Delaney was perceived in the community
where he lived, Willie said that he ‘was down to earth … with no airs
or graces’,5 the kind of person that accepted people as they were and
preferred to converse with them in the terms and words that they
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would normally use
Over a period of 32 years (1954 – 1986) Delaney collected folklore in
counties Wexford, Longford, Offaly, Westmeath and Roscommon:
During this period he recorded on tape and wrote down a vast
amount of information, some 20,000 pages in the manuscript
collection in the Department’s archives, an achievement that is
so much more remarkable if it is taken into account that his
working years were fewer than those of his great colleagues,
who were appointed in the mid-1930s, and that most of his
collecting was carried out in English-speaking areas where
certain types of folklore items, such as longer hero tales and
folktales were seldom to be found.6
It was part of Delaney’s practice to visit interviewees (referred to as
‘informants’ through-out his work) in their homes at evening time
when their daily work was finished. At that time of evening it was
common for neighbours to visit or ‘rambled to’ another neighbour’s
house to spend some leisure time together. On one such occasion
when Delaney ‘landed’ at the door of an informant’s house he was
greeted with the words: ‘Now we’ll have a good night’s talk!’7

HIS

TASK AS FOLKLORE COLLECTOR

On becoming a full-time folklore collector for the IFC, Delaney was
tasked with finding native people who could relate stories from the
past in their localities. This included the collecting of the informant’s
own knowledge and experience of life skills and traditions that were
part of everyday activities during their lifetimes.
In keeping with methodology set down by the IFC, Delaney would have
to obtain the permission and co-operation of potential informants
before recording their stories and personal accounts as conversations
with him. These conversations were recorded on audio tape and later
transcribed into text by Delaney. In doing this he completed, in long
hand, a transcript of each tape recording session. Each transcript
document had, on its front page, a standarised form devised by the
IFC for filing and identification purposes. The collector was required
to write the names of the county, barony and parish in which the
content was recorded, on the form. Other details required included:
name and address of the collector, dates of the recording, name, age,
occupation, townland address and birthplace of the informant. The
completed transcripts were forwarded by Delaney (as Collector) to the
IFC office in Dublin. In addition, Delaney was also required to write
a journal on a daily basis documenting his day-to-day experiences as
a collector in the field.
18
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HIS

CAREER PATH AS FOLKLORE COLLECTOR

Delaney’s first assignment was to his native Wexford. In an article
published in 1988 he writes :
When in 1954 I joined the outdoor staff of the Irish Folklore
Commission (now the Department of Irish Folklore, UCD ) my
first task was to go to the foot of Mount Leinster to find out what
still remained of the legends and traditions so carefully and
lovingly preserved by Patrick Kennedy … I had already made a
study of his Wexford writings, and so, with pencil and notebook
and a new bicycle, I set out on 5th July 1954 for Castleboro in
the footsteps of one who was a pioneer in the preserving of Irish
customs and traditions.8
He goes on to say that he found some traditions that Kennedy had
not recorded. He gives an account of some that he himself recorded,
and an account of people he met as he followed in the footsteps of
Kennedy. During this assignment he also took the opportunity to
record a series of maritime stories entitled Wexford Sea Traditions9
— his informant being his father. The following year Delaney
transferred to his next assignment in the Midlands. By this time
he had also developed an interest in the traditional work skills and
implements that were indigenous to the rural communities in which
he was collecting folklore. These skills and implements were fading
out of use, or in some instances only remembered by more senior
members of these same communities. He was mindful of the interests
of the National Museum of Ireland (NMI) in preserving traditional
implements and information on farming methods and country life
practices that were giving way to more modern methods:
but it was not until I began to collect in South Roscommon
around 1958 that the co-operation between the Director of the
National Museum of Ireland and myself became really fruitful
and of great benefit to us both. And it happened very simply
through a query about a springe or a trap for catching snipe.10
This query from Dr Lucas Director of NMI, to Delaney had to do with
the former finding out about a traditional trap for catching snipe
(a game bird worth catching in the poor economic climate of the
past, especially the 1940s). The trap was found in County Cork and
Lucas ‘wondered was it a modern importation or was it indigenous?’
Delaney already had knowledge, from his collecting, of a similar type
trap used in Kilteevan, County Roscommon. He also had information
on its use and its relevence in ‘providing much needed pocket money
for the farmer’s sons who were denied the like by their parents.’ The
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query motivated Delaney to go in search of more information on this
apparatus and its use around Lough Ree. From here on Delaney
devoted much attention to the inclusion of information on even the
simplest local skills and related implements.
Delaney’s collections gathered in Roscommon include many other
detailed descriptions of countrylife and farming skills in the area,
as well as implements and mechanisms used in their completion.
For instance, in the 1960s he collected details on the uses of, and
the making of various baskets and a suggan (head dress made of
hay, used by women many years earlier when carrying pails of water
on their heads). Delaney encouraged his informant, John Kenny of
Newtown, Kiltoom to make examples of each, using skills that the
latter had learned from his grandfather. The items made become
artefacts in the Folk Life Section of the NMI:
When I suggested to John, who had not made a basket for
about fifty years, that he should try his hand at it again, he
was reluctant, but eventually he was soon making baskets for
the Folk Life Section of the National Museum of Ireland, even
though he was in his mid-seventies at the time.11
Another instance of this interest in pre-modern work methods and
mechanisms is found in Delaney’s County Offaly collections. He
draws on material from Offaly informant Thomas Horan and others
to compile an article on corn harvesting practices in that county.
This includes a detailed description of how a flail was made and how
it was used.12 In the same article he also describes a horse-powered
threshing machine that preceded the engine-driven model. Having
found out that there was still such a machine in the locality, though
not used for years, Delaney lost no time in getting the NMI involved.
Given that this type of machine was already obsolete, it would have
been unlikely that any future opportunity would arise to record a film
of such a machine (sometimes called a threshing set) at work. Hence,
Delaney mobilised his informants to get the machine back in working
order so that its function and all the routine associated with it could
be filmed. With sixteen men and four horses working as a unit, the
threshing demonstration was duly filmed on 6 May 1965.13 Delaney
was acutely aware that redundant farm implements were central to
the describing of work practices of their time and the team approach
that existed in rural communities. His written accounts on both
examples given here illustrate Delaney’s attention to conveying the
technical details of implements and mechanisms used in practices
described in his recordings.
20
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RELATING

TO HIS SOURCES

Delaney could not have compiled such an extensive collection of
folklore and heritage information without becoming acquainted with
people who had first hand knowledge of the folklore and customs of
their native places. He also had to gain their goodwill and willingness
to share, not just their stories, but also their time with him. He held
his informants in high esteem in recognition of the rich treasure of
folklore that they possessed and were so generous in sharing with
him. He was aware too that the informants were also held in the same
esteem by their communities. The goodwill shown by communities to
the recording and preserving of their folklore extended to the collector
as well as the informant. Delaney has written ‘It is this active and
generous sympathy for the collector that makes his work, not a task,
but a joy and a delight’. He reiterates the unique dedication/innate
talent of the informants, and the goodwill of communities towards
informants and collector as follows:
In the foreword to Irish Folk Custom and Belief (Dublin
1967), Dr Seán Ó Súilleabháin remarks that tradition, in all
its different aspects, was kept alive and handed on by a few
active bearers of it: a small inner core of persons, living in a
sympathetic community. As soon as he begins work in the
field, the collector of folklore realizes how few are these active
bearers, but he also becomes aware at the same time, that the
sympathy and goodwill of the community towards them is also
extended most generously to him and his work of perpetuating
their traditions and stories.14
From remarks by people who knew him, and from his own writings
Delaney comes across as having been a humble unpretentious person
who felt at ease among the rural communities with whom he became
acquainted. These communities recognized him as one who had a
great respect for them and their traditions – the sort of person that
would always be welcome at their firesides. He tends to be described
as a friend who comes visiting. Delaney describes his introduction to
a future informant in Dysart, Co. Roscommon, by another informant
from that parish:
Our host was very pleased to see us and gave us a hearty
welcome and welcomed me personally to the district and said
how delighted he was to hear that its traditions were being
collected and preserved. It was not long till we were seated
at the open turf fire, with a generous glass of poitín each, for
nothing else was worthy of the occasion.15
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An impression of the type of person Delaney regarded as a good
informant is given in his description of another man from the same
area:
He was an ideal informant and for the following reasons: He
had been the youngest of a large family, and the one who was
left at home to take over the running of the family farm. He
was twelve years of age, when his father, at that time an old
man, literally handed over the reins to his youngest son to
do the Spring ploughing. At night, when the day’s work was
done, the old men of the village, his father’s old cronies, came
to visit, “to ramble” as it is called, and there around the fire
they gossiped, “told old tales and sung old songs”, and young
Johnny, as he was then, sat listening to all, and as he was
interested, intelligent, and possessed of a remarkable memory,
he never forgot a thing he heard.16
Willie Kenny remembers Delaney coming to the family home during
the1960s and 1970s to collect folklore from his father.17 He recalls
that Delaney’s first contact with John Kenny was when he introduced
himself to the latter outside the parish church after Sunday Mass
sometime in the early 1960s. John had been recommended as a
prospective informant to Delaney by the late Fr Fitzmaurice, Catholic
Curate (CC), Kiltoom Parish, who was familiar with John’s repertoire
of stories. Describing the friendship that developed between his
father and Delaney, Willie Kenny states that Delaney became ‘like
a member of the family’. John Kenny was by this time retired from
farming and had plenty of time to talk with Delaney and to give him
demonstrations of recently practiced, as well as almost forgotten
farming skills. Willie Kenny also states that his father often ‘went
away in the car with Delaney’ to look at items of mutual interest to
both of them. These outings were regarded as social events rather
than fieldtrips by John Kenny because of the friendship that he had
with Delaney.
When writing about his first visit to Delaney in the field in August
1972, Professor Bo Almqvist, Head of the Department of Irish Folklore
(DIF) at UCD, stated:
This visit was an unforgettable experience, one which gave me
plenty of opportunity to observe that the love of tales and eyes
full of merriment and good humour were among the features
Jim shared with the people from whom he collected and one of
the main reasons for his success as a collector.18
Almqvist also states that Delaney was aware of the importance of the
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work he was engaged in, and his understanding of its value in the
wider national and international context, were further reasons for
his success. In recognition of Delaney’s acclaim as a folklore collector
Almqvist stated:
The British folklife scholar George Ewart Evans has in an
excellent manner characterized Jim as a collector: ‘His was
a natural, unobtrusive approach which stemmed from his
individual treatment of his respondent, not so much as a
purveyor of information but as a long-standing acquaintance
or friend. A man you were able to give actual sustenance and
encouragement by your constantly visiting him’.19

COMMEMORATION

IN HIS ADOPTIVE HOMEPLACE

The Kiltoom Heritage Society marked the tenth anniversary of Delaney’s
passing by hosting a commemoration of his work on Saturday 11
January 2011. A memorial plaque was unveiled by Delaney’s son and
daughter in his memory. Speaking at the ceremony, Tom Harney,
chairman of the Society said it was important to recognize locally
‘an outstanding collector, a man of national importance who loved
his job’20. After the unveiling, local people were joined in Kiltoom
Community Centre by relatives, former colleagues and at least one of
Delaney’s informants. Tributes were paid to the esteemed folklorist,
whom Dr Ní Fhloinn, lecturer at DIF, said ‘had an international outlook
that allowed him to see the universal in the parochial’.21 Delaney’s
son, Eoin said he was privileged as a child to have accompanied his
father on visits to informants. He shared fond memories of watching
his father recording a demonstration of skills by an informant whom
his father regarded as a close friend. That informant Bill Egan from
Clonmacnoise, was making baskets and cattle feeders from reeds.
The speaker went on to say ‘it is unique for me to be a father now …I
tell this [folklore from Delaney’s folklore collection] to my own son …
I read fairytales to him by his grandfather that he never met’. He also
referred to the importance of passing our heritage and culture to the
next generation, ‘the Nintendo generation’.

LOCAL

LIBRARIAN’S MEMORIES OF

DELANEY

Gearóid O’Brien, senior executive librarian in Athlone Public Library
recalls that during the 1970s he came to know Delaney very well as
a user of the library.22 He had already known of Delaney’s work and
the high esteem with which he was held by a renowned local Athlone
historian, Billy English. ‘A quiet man, very interesting, who would
have snippets to tell you’ is how O’Brien describes Delaney. He goes
on to say that Delaney would sometimes bring in an article that he
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came across, that might be of interest to the library. ‘Jim was proud
of his local library’ and on occasions brought in visitors to see it.
‘One day he came into the library with a man whom he introduced as
George Ewart Evans. O’Brien being familiar with Evans’ writings was
delighted to be meeting a man of such importance. On a subsequent
occasion O’Brien was introduced in the same way by Delaney to
David Thomson, a distinguished writer and broadcaster of British
Broadcasting Corporation fame. Both visitors were longstanding
friends of Delaney’s – ‘happy to meet him and discuss collecting
styles’ according to O’Brien.
Another memory of O’Brien’s had to do with the closing down of
a large traditional style family run business in Connaught Street,
Athlone during the late 1970s. At that time, grocery cum public
house businesses such as this one were beginning to give way to
the emerging supermarket and chain store concept of shopping in
Ireland. He said that Delaney was instrumental in getting the NMI to
come and photograph the interiors of the premises, with particular
attention to items such as the old weighing scales and the equipment
that many public houses had used up to that time in the bottling of
stout.

RESOURCE

FOR AUTHORS

Delaney’s association with respected authors on folklore and related
subjects gives an indication of the regard they had for his work, and
indeed for the man himself. O’Brien’s testimony of Delaney shows
the latter to be a personable man who was considered by Evans and
Thomson to be an authority on Irish folklore – he was regarded as
a man that they could consult and discuss folklore topics. This is
further borne out in an appreciation of Delaney, published in the
2001 Report of the President, UCD, following Delaney’s death in
December 2000:
Special mention should be made of Jim’s longstanding
friendship with G.E. Evans and with the distinguished writer
and broadcaster David Thomson. Both of whom profited much
from his labours.23
Two stories collected by Delaney in 1972 from a seventy-four year
old Irish Traveller named Peter ‘Mickey’ Greene are included in a
book on Traveller folktales from Ireland, To Shorten the Road. This
book by American anthropologists, George Gmelch and Ben Kroup,
is the first collection devoted entirely to Irish Traveller’s tales that
were memorized and passed on orally by Traveller storytellers over
the centuries. The original IFC collectors documented them verbatim
24
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as told by the informants:
The aim has been to bring out the full flavour of living speech,
so frequently lost in the literary style adopted in the majority of
publications of Irish folktales in the English language.24
The first sixteen of eighteen stories in the book were collected by
Pádraig MacGréine, a part-time FIC collector since 1926. The last two
are from Delaney’s collection from Greene. Gmelch acknowledges:
This book would not have been possible were it not for the
dedicated work of Pádraig MacGréine and James G. Delaney
who along with other collectors have preserved Ireland’s oral
traditions and folklore for all time.25
The support and inspiration that Delaney extended to scholars and
authors who sought his assistance with their research is further
described:
This is clearly seen in Evan’s Spoken History, which contains
a separate chapter on Ireland, centered around the author’s
extended stay in the Athlone area with Jim and May. Thomson’s
delightful memoir, Woodbrook, is also indebted to Jim for many
striking and colourful touches, and to the Leaping Hare, coauthored by Evans and Thomson, Jim and his informants
contributed a wealth of descriptions of hunting methods as well
as folk beliefs and legendary lore.26

CONCLUSION
Delaney was recording Irish folklore and customs at a crucial time
in the social history of rural Ireland. The era of ‘rambling houses’,
horse drawn machinery and calendar customs had almost given way
to electricity, motorized machinery, the telephone and television. In
his collections he has preserved a comprehensive account of the life
styles, social interactions, work skills, beliefs and folk memories of
his contemporaries in rural Ireland. For subsequent generations he
has left a window into the past through which the observer can get
a characteristic profile of Delaney’s informants. This he achieved by
dedication to the main task set down by the IFC in its early days
to retain as much as possible of the colloquial language and spirit
with which informants conveyed their stories. On a casual glance
of Delaney’s written records, the reader might see no more than a
description of somebody’s reminiscence. Closer attention reveals
the work of a collector who has established a level of rapport and
empathy with his informant that motivates or inspires the latter to
tell his story in his own way.
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The resultant volumes of text from Delaney’s recordings give us
a unique pen picture of rural life in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries in Ireland. The manuscripts and various articles
that he published also outline the great rapport and informality that
existed between Delaney and the people who welcomed him into their
homes to share their lore with him.
Beyond his remit as folklore collector, Delaney’s interest in
disappearing farming practices in the pre-modern way of Irish life
displayed a vision that he had regarding their preservation for the
future. His collaboration with the NMI displayed an innovative
partnership between folklore collecting and the preservation of folk
artifacts. He certainly subscribed to the concept that contemporary
practices and human interactions common to any community
are set, with the passage of time, to take a place in the folklore
of that community. This explains why he encouraged so many of
his informants to submit items of their own making to the Folklife
collection of NMI. Some of these items or craftworks might not
otherwise have been preserved for the future.
Since the 1960s academics have been defining folklore as being
broader and more contemporary than the body of beliefs, customs
and folk stories that it is usually perceived to be by most people.
They emphasize that folklore also includes ‘living traditions
currently practiced and passed down by word-of-mouth, imitation
or observation over time and space within groups’. The term ‘Folklife’
gained usage, especially by American folklorists, since the 1960s to
describe traditions that had continued into contemporary every-dayuse.
In 1979 the American Folklife Center was established within the
Library of Congress in Washington D.C., to ‘preserve and present
American folklife’. This initiative helped to increase awareness of
contemporary community practices as living traditions and therefore
worthy of preservation as a continuum of earlier folklore. There are
similarities between this and the approach that Delaney had adapted
over his career. He went beyond the preserving of Irish folktales as
told in the oral history tradition. Delaney was also committed to
the preservation of images and practical demonstrations of skills
and objects commonly used during the lifetimes of his informants.
This was driven by the insight that he had into what needed to be
preserved. Delaney’s easy way of relating to his informants, and the
regard that he shared with them for their heritage instilled in them a
keen enthusiasm to faithfully preserve their folklore treasure.
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IRELAND’S FIRST CAR OWNERS
BY

MYLES DUFFY, RATHMICHAEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The arrival of the car in Ireland in the infant years of the 20th century
heralded the beginning of a radical change in lifestyle. Cars, however,
were a luxury until after the First World War that only the professional
classes, certain ecclesiastics, military officers, the wealthy and the
privileged could apparently afford. They were notoriously unreliable
causing many owners to employ a chauffeur to drive and maintain
their car. The RIAC was established in Dawson Street in 1901 and
the AA in College Green in 1910 to provide roadside assistance to the
owners and chauffeurs of temperamental cars.

MOTOR REGISTRATION BECOMES OBLIGATORY
The registration of cars with the county or borough corporation where
the owner resided became obligatory when the Motor Car Act 1903
became law. This Act also provided for the speed limit to be increased
from 14 mph to 20 mph; defined the minimum age of drivers to be 17
years and obliged all drivers to obtain a driving licence.
Registration of motor vehicles was based on an integrated approach
throughout Ireland, England and Scotland. The counties of Ireland
were listed in alphabetical order and an index letter was allotted to
each qualifying local authority. The indices of all counties included
the letter “I”, starting with Co Antrim (IA), Co Armagh (IB), Co Carlow
(IC) concluding with Co Mayo (IZ). The alphabetical letter sequence
was then reversed to accommodate the remaining counties: Co Meath
(AI), Co Monaghan (BI), Queens County (CI) and so on concluding
with Co Wicklow (NI).
The six boroughs continued this sequence: Belfast (OI), Cork (PI),
Dublin (RI), Limerick (TI), Londonderry (UI) and Waterford (WI). The
core of this regime continued in the Republic of Ireland until 1987.
When this law became operative there were only 38 cars in Ireland
but by 1914 the car population had grown to 10,923, a far cry from
the almost two million cars that populate the country today! The
County and City of Dublin accounted for 27% of these.

EARLY DUBLIN CAR OWNERS
Cars registered in Co Dublin bore the index IK while those registered
in the borough bore the index RI. One of the first car owners in County
Dublin, with the registration indices IK 7 and IK 8, was William
Humble Ward, 2nd Earl of Dudley (1862-1932), Lord Lieutenant
of Ireland between 1902 and 1905. A wealthy man, the fortune he
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inherited included a fabulous mansion, Witley Court, Worcestershire;
30,000 acres of mining deposits in Worcestershire and Staffordshire
and 200 coal and iron mines. He became the 4th Governor-General
of Australia in 1908 after his sojourn in Ireland.
Rev Ernest H C Lewis-Crosby (1864-1961), of 36 Rutland (now
Parnell) Square; Dean of Christ Church Cathedral from 1938 until
his death, owned IK 14.
Sir Arthur Chance (1859-1928) of 90 Merrion Square, President of the
Royal College of Surgeons from 1904 to 1905; son-in-law of tycoon
William Martin Murphy (1845-1919) was a director of Independent
Newspapers and Surgeon to the Lord Lieutenant, owned IK 30.
Other car owners in Dublin city and County included Edward Cecil
Guinness, 1st Earl of Iveagh (1847-1927), of Farmleigh, Castleknock,
and Iveagh House, St Stephen’s Green; great-grandson of Arthur
Guinness (1725-1803), the founder of the eponymous brewery.
Edward Guinness was High Sheriff of Dublin City in 1876 and of
Dublin County in 1885; Chairman of brewing company when it
became a public company in 1886 with a market value of £40 million
and was 18th Chancellor of Trinity College from 1908 until his death.
The brewery itself owned a sizeable fleet of cars and several other
Guinness family members were car owners.
The extended Jameson family with addresses in Baldoyle, Bray,
Malahide and Greystones were also early car owners.
Trevor Overend (1847-1919), Solicitor of Ely Place, father of the late
Naomi (1900-1903) and Letitia Overend (1880-1977), who in 1894
purchased Airfield, Dundrum, as a summer house on 38 acres, was
a pioneer car owner.
Dr Oliver St John Gogarty (1878-1957), of 15 Ely Place and Renvyle
House, Connemara – poet, author, athlete and medic. Gogarty
purchased a succession of cars throughout his life including a
buttercup-coloured Rolls Royce.
General Sir Arthur Paget (1851-1928), Commander-in-Chief; Royal
Hospital Kilmainham owned several cars. He was captain of Royal
Curragh Golf Club, founded in 1858 and the oldest golf club in
Ireland.
Dr Alex Findlater (1860-1931), of Melbeach, Monkstown, namesake
and descendant of the grocer, had stables attached to his home that
previously accommodated a brougham, a landau, a Victoria carriage,
a barouche, a hooded gig and three horses.
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Timothy M Healy (1855-1931) of Gleanualin House, Chapelizod, an
MP for 38 years; first Governor-General of the State (1922-1928)
was a car enthusiast as was Most Rev William Walsh (1841-1921),
Archbishop of Dublin for 26 years from 1885 to1921.
Other early prominent owners of cars registered in Dublin included
Sir John Alexander Arnott (1853-1940), of 12 Merrion Square, owner
of Arnotts department store, The Castle, Castlemartyr, Co Cork (now
Castelmartyr Resort) and The Irish Times.
Rt Hon Justice William Wylie (1881-1964), The Elms, Blackrock, Co
Dublin, Crown prosecutor at the court martial of 1916 rebels; Justice
of the High Court in 1924; President of the RDS 1939-41.
Stanley Herbert Cochrane (1877-1949), son of Sir Henry Cochrane,
founder of Cantrell & Cochrane; High Sheriff of Co Dublin in 1912,
who built cricket ground at Woodbrook. He founded Woodbrook Golf
Club in 1920 and shortly afterwards arranged for the establishment
of Woodbrook Halt, a railway stop for golfers that is likely to soon be
resurrected to serve the large population of Shanganagh and adjacent
districts.
Howard Croker (1886-1979) Glencairn, Sandyford, son of Richard
Croker (1843-1922), known as Boss Croker, Leader of Tammany
Hall, political apparatus of the Democratic Party in New York.
Sir Maurice Edward Dockrell (1850-1929), of Camolin, Monkstown,
Unionist MP for Rathmines.
Sir Thomas Myles (1857-1937), of 33 Merrion Square – attended
victims of Phoenix Park murders (Lord Frederick Cavendish and
Thomas H Bourke) on 6 May 1882; President of Royal College of
Surgeons 1900-1902; imported 800 Mauser rifles and 20,000 rounds
of ammunition at Kilcoole on 26 July 1914 on his yacht Chotah.
Later in 1914 Sir Thomas was appointed Honorary Surgeon to the
King in Ireland.
Another medic, Dr Frank Purser (1876-1934) of 20 Lower Baggot
Street drove a Chevrolet and was a friend of the novelist and poet
James Stephens (1880-1950).
Sir Horace Plunkett (1854-1932) of Kilteragh, Foxrock, pioneer of
agricultural cooperation; former MP for South Dublin; member of
Seanad Éireann in 1922 owned the car with the registration IK 522.
Dr Kathleen Lynn (1874-1915) of 9 Belgrave Road, Rathmines, Sinn
Féin activist; an ally of Constance Markievicz and James Connolly,
who demanded that women’s suffrage be included in the third Home
Rule Bill.
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Another Sinn Féin activist, Eamon deValera of 33 Morehampton
Road, Donnybrook owned a motor cycle bearing the registration IK
2018.
Aside from individual owners of cars, the businesses of that era listed
as car owners include Baxendale, Smith & Pearson, Bewley Sons &
Co Ltd., Cantrell & Cochrane, Merchants Warehousing, Clery & Co
Ltd, T&C Martin, Independent Newspapers, W&R Jacob & Co Ltd
and Findlaters.

THE LANDED GENTRY
The landed gentry featured prominently among the early car owners.
By 1914 a total of 95 cars had been registered in Co Roscommon
each bearing the registration index ‘DI’. Among them was Hon Marie
French (1887-1967), Lady Freyne of Frenchpark. In the 1870s, the
Freyne dynasty owned 25,436 acres in Co Roscommon, 4,052 acres
in Co Sligo and 328 acres in Co Galway. She was related to Field
Marshal John French, 1st Earl of Ypres (1852-1925) Lord Lieutenant
of Ireland during the War of Independence.
There were just 48 cars registered in Co Longford in 1914 including
the car registered to Bernard Forbes, 8th Earl of Granard (1874-1948)
of Castleforbes, whose family owned 6,000 acres in Co Longford in
the 1870s. The 8th Earl was Master of the Horse in the reign of King
Edward VII and King George V; a member of the Seanad from 1922 to
1934 and in the late 1930s a director of Arsenal Football Club.
During the decade ending in 1914 a total of 156 cars were registered to
residents of Co Wicklow. The first car registered in Co Wicklow, bearing
the registration NI 1, belonged to William Wentworth-Fitzwilliam Earl
Fitzwilliam (1872-1943) of Coolattin, whose estate extended to 85,000
acres – one-fifth of the entire land mass of Co Wicklow. The Earl was
an aide to Field Marshal HRH Prince Arthur, Duke of Connaught
(1850-1942), when he was organizing the coronation of King Edward
VII in 1902. He was also the father of the 8th Earl Fitzwilliam who
was killed in a plane crash on 13th May 1948 when in the company
of Kathleen Cavendish, Marchioness of Hartington (1920-1948),
widow of Major William Cavendish, Marquess of Hartington (19171944), heir to Lismore Castle, Co Waterford and sister of future US
President John F Kennedy (1917-1963).
Other car owners in Co Wicklow included Mervyn Richard Wingfield,
8th Viscount Powerscourt (1880-1947) of Powerscourt Estate,
Enniskerry (49,000 acres), Lord Lieutenant of Wicklow and Ralph
Francis Howard, 7th Earl of Wicklow (1877-1946) of Shelton Abbey,
Arklow, nominee to Seanad Éireann in 1922.
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Robert Barton (1881-1975), Glendalough House, Annamoe, who later
became the last to sign and was the longest-surviving signatory of
the Treaty.
John Redmond (1856-1918) of Aughavanagh, MP from 1881 to 1918.
The Hon Major Claud Brabazon (1874-1959), third son of Reginald
Brabazon, 12th Earl of Meath (1841-1929), Kilruddery House, Bray,
was among the first 20 car owners (NI 19) in Co Wicklow.
Major Roger Casement (1864-1917) of Cranroe Manor, Ashford, a
cousin and namesake of the patriot was the car owning High Sheriff
and Justice of the Peace for Co Wicklow. His home had been the seat
of the O’Byrne clan in the 15th century – given to the O’Byrne clan
by the Normans. His father-in-law, Col Charles George Tottenham
(1835-1918), was MP for New Ross in two parliaments in the mid19th century. The Tottenham dynasty of Ballycurry, Devil’s Glen,
owned the town of New Ross.
The first car registered in Co Cavan, bearing the registration ID 1,
belonged to Edward Saunderson (1837-1906), of Castlesaunderson
near Belturbet. He was MP for Cavan from 1865 to 1874. Both
MPs representing Cavan were replaced in the 1874 general election
by Joseph Biggar (1828-1890) and Charles Fay of the Home Rule
League. Saunderson served as MP for Armagh from 1885 to 1906.
He was Leader of the Irish Unionist Alliance, from which the Ulster
Unionist Party was formed, from 1891 until his death.
There were 128 cars registered to residents of Tipperary North Riding
and they included the car (registration FI 6) belonging to Most Rev
John M Harty (1867-1946), Archbishop of Cashel & Emily, the patron
of the GAA in whose memory the Dr Harty Cup is presented to the
winner of Munster Colleges Senior Hurling Championship.
Sir Charles Gough (1832-1912), a recipient of the Victoria Cross of
Rathronan House, Clonmel, Co Tipperary, owned a car bearing the
registration HI 96. He was the father of General Sir Hubert de la
Poer Gough (1870-1963), who described himself as an ‘Englishman’
but ‘Irish by blood and upbringing’ and who was Brigadier-General
commanding the 3rd Cavalry Brigade stationed at The Curragh in
1914 in what became known as The Curragh Mutiny.
Turning to Ulster, the six counties of Northern Ireland accounted for
26% of all cars registered. The early car owners included: Cardinal
Michael Logue (1840-1924), Primate of All Ireland from 1887 to 1924
and Most Rev John Crozier (1853-1920), Lord Archbishop of Armagh
from 1911 until his death in 1920.
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Captain James Craig (1871-1940), Craigavon House, Circular Road,
Strandown, Belfast, later 1st Viscount Craigavon. He was the son of
a self-made whiskey millionaire and he opened a stockbroking firm in
Belfast. He was commissioned in the Army in 1899; fought in the Boer
War and, after Carson, was the second to sign the Ulster Covenant.
Denis McCullough, (1883-1968), Grosvenor Road, Belfast, President
of the IRB; Cumman na nGaedheal TD (1927). A piano tuner by trade,
later joint owner of musical instrument retailer McCullough Piggott,
Suffolk Street, Dublin.
Hon Harold Alexander (1885-1968), Caledon House, Caledon, Co
Tyrone, later became Field Marshal, 1st Earl Alexander of Tunis and
17th Governor-General of Canada from 1946 to 1952.

CAR SUPPLIERS
The Irish car market in 1914 was supplied by approximately 180
car manufacturers. The first all-British car was designed and built
by Herbert Austin (1866-1941), when he was a manager with the
The Wolseley Sheep Shearing Company, an enterprise founded by
Frederick York Wosleley (1837-1899), a native of Kingstown (Dún
Laoghaire), Co Dublin.
Austin, in 1901, started Wolseley Motors Limited in Birmingham,
which was the largest British car manufacturer until the arrival of
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Ford in Manchester in 1913. He subsequently started the Austin
Motor Company in 1905. Fiat commenced car sales in Ireland
in 1903. Many of the early car producers of the era including, for
example, Humber, Rover, Sunbeam, Singer Peugeot and Opel had
previously manufactured bicycles.
Henry Ford (1863-1947), whose
father William (1826-1905) was a
native of Fair Lane, Ballinascarthy
near
Clonakilty,
Co
Cork,
established a vehicle assembly
plant in Cork in 1917 that started
with tractor production before
focusing on the legendary Model
T between 1923 and 1928 when
production of this vehicle ceased.
The name of Henry’s home in
Detroit was used and the Ford
Fairlane car was sold in North
America between 1955 and 1970.
The arrival of the Ford Model T in 1908 transformed the car industry.
Using mass production techniques, Ford produced an affordable car
for the masses and, by 1918 almost half of all the cars in the world

Ford Model T Touring car, 1914
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were Model T. RW Archer, in 1907, became the first Ford dealer in
Ireland and Britain when he established his business in Dublin.
When the final Model T rolled off the Cork production line in 1928
a total of almost 15 million had been manufactured in a range of
configurations in the course of the previous 19 years.

IMPACT

OF THE

GREAT WAR

The onset of the First World War caused the virtual suspension of
car production as resources were committed elsewhere, including
the manufacture of tractors intended to alleviate the threat of food
shortages.
Rolls Royce, self-proclaimed manufacturer of the ‘best car in the
world’ became a supplier of armoured cars. Every Renault taxi in
Paris was reconfigured as a troop carrier and Renault became a highvolume producer of armoured tanks. Henry Ford, long regarded as a
powerful and influential pacifist, focused on the production of tractors
and trucks to support the military. Citroën operated a substantial
munitions factory during the War and entered the car industry in
1919. Bayerische Motorenwerke came into being in 1917 to acquire
the aero engine business of Rapp Motorenwerke. A blue and white
badge based on the shade of blue of the Bavarian state colour and
evoking the image of roundel resembling a rotating aircraft propeller
was patented. The company became an AG (a public company) in
1918 and the BMW car factory entered production in 1929.
Following the War, Ashenhurst Williams & Co Ltd. acquired the
Leyland franchise for Ireland, while Alexander Buckley became the
agent for Hillman [founded in 1907 by William Hillman (1848-1921)]
and Singer.
Fiat cars, founded in 1899 and the only car manufacturer in Italy at
that time, were available in Ireland from 1903 but did not establish
an Irish operation until 1923. Lincoln & Nolan obtained the agency
for Austin.
The Fianna Fáil Government, at the initiative of Seán Lemass, limited
the importation for fully assembled cars from 8th November 1934 to
420 per annum. Irish car importers then operated on the basis of
completely knocked down vehicles and assembled these here until
the emergence of the European Single Market in the 1980s.
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THE LEGEND OF ROBIN HOOD
Did he really exist? Was he a real life common thief, dispossessed Earl, or a
more mythical Green Man? The precise origins of the world’s most popular
outlaw are sadly not known, but legend has it that Robin and his band of
‘Merrie Men’ would use this very tree as a meeting point, before setting off on
their adventures.
By tradition, Robin was active here
in the 1190s, during the reign of King
Richard I, The Lion heart’. Whether
true or not, popular tales about him
really did exist by 1261.
Was he Robert Hode, ‘tenant of the
Archbishopric of York’ who fled
jurisdiction in nearby Yorkshire in
1225? His name appears in court
records 9 times before 1234, but
there is no reference to him being
caught. Robert’s deadly enemy would
have been Eustace of Lowdham,
from Nottinghamshire, who was first
a deputy Sheriff, before becoming
Sheriff of Nottingham in 1232.
Any person escaping arrest at this
time would be legally placed ‘outside
the law’. This became the origin of
the word outlaw. What better place
for such people to hide than in
Sherwood, which covered most of the county at the time. That this should
happen to Robin, and for him to live by the natural laws of this forest, was
probably no accident of history.
Elements of Robin’s early tales contain references to older, non Christian
religions and beliefs, which existed here well before the Norman invasion of
England. Such beliefs would have posed a real threat to both the Church
and the Norman rulers of the day so Robin had to be banished to the ‘Green
Wode’, well away from society.
Robin would have symbolised an amazing free spirit in comparison to the
oppressed common people, fighting against tyranny, righting wrongs; and
setting up his own system of justice ‘robbing the rich to pay the poor’.
By the 1400s Robin Hood was such a legend that his character appeared in
plays and May festivities throughout England.
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The legend of Robin began to be combined with portrayals of the Green Man;
a type of woodland spirit which has its origins in ancient English folklore.
The Green Man is known as a guardian and revealer of the mysteries of
nature, a spiritual go-between, joining the worlds of humans and nature
together. Many Green Man carvings show leaves coming from their mouths,
representing the giving of the knowledge of nature.
So there seems to be a connection with the earlier and later tales of Robin,
the Major Oak and Sherwood, in that they all seem to include natural
symbolism and folklore, as well as historical fact.

A SACRED TREE
Long ago, large trees were seen as a medium of prophecy and knowledge.
These sacred trees were often associated with ancient woods like Sherwood,
and the Domesday Book of 1068 noted that Sherwood Forest covered most of
Nottinghamshire above the River Trent. Large oaks were frequently depicted
as dwelling places for woodland spirits, and legend has it that Robin Hood
hid from his enemies in such an oak tree.
But is this the tree in the old stories? If we mean the 11th or 12th centuries
then this tree would have only been a sapling at that time so another large
and older Sherwood tree, now gone, would have been the original oak.
But the stories of Robin and the outlaws span several centuries, and other
outlaws may well have taken up his name. Around 1,000 years ago the
names Hood, Hode, Robin, Robyn and Robert were fairly common names.
There is written evidence contained in old court records of other men with
these names.
These records also show at least eight people, real names unknown, who
were given the surname or nickname of ‘Robinhood’ by court officials even
before 1300. It is easy to imagine that at least one band of men used this
tree as a meeting place.

THE NAMING OF THE TREE
The Major Oak’s first recorded name was the Cockpen Tree. This was
a reference to its earlier use as a pen for fighting cocks during the mid18th century. The unfortunate game birds were stacked inside the tree
in wicker baskets, or tied in hessian sacking, before being released and
used for the now illegal sport of cock fighting.
The tree did not become widely known until it was described by a Major
Hayman Rooke, a local historian from Mansfield Woodhouse, in a book
he published in 1790 entitled Remarkable Oaks in the Park of Welbeck
in the County of Nottinghamshire. A short time later the tree was named
after him so the name really means The Major’s Oak and not the largest
oak.
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THE GREAT OAK
BY

AT

SHERWOOD FOREST

MARIE J MCCARTHY

Federation members under the Major Oak, Sherwood Forest

The mighty Great Oak Tree, mentioned in the legendary folk tales
about Robin Hood and his Band of Merry Men, still survives in
Sherwood Forest, which is situated near the village of Edwinstowe
in Nottinghamshire. The Federation of Local History Societies from
Ireland visited the forest early-morning on Thursday, 26th April,
2018, as part of our annual history tour.
The tree is alive and
is estimated to be
over 1,150 years old,
according to our wellinformed courier, Ian
Jelf. Sherwood is a
forest of ancient trees
and a place of old
myths. Robin Hood is
said to have hidden in
the hollow chambers
of the Great Oak, with
Maid Marian, too.
The Major Oak, Sherwood Forest
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As I walked along a pathway, under a green canopy of ancient
trees, I breathed in the sharp forest air and felt an instant sense
of awakening to my ancient and luxurious surroundings. When
speaking to members of our group later that day I learned that
many of us experienced a similar response to that encounter with
nature — a feeling of awe and inner spaciousness in our collective
unconsciousness.
The Great Oak is enormous and towering in size and is now supported
with a fan-shape of steel girders to help prop-up its great weight.
From my research, I discovered that the tree weighs 23 tons, has a
girth of 10 metres (23 feet) and a spread of 28 metres (92 feet). It is
regarded as an English or pedunculate oak of the gender Quercus
Robur. As I gazed at it I felt that I was viewing an unusual giant of
nature. After viewing the Great Oak we meandered along the forest
pathways and soon we came upon Sherwood Forest Visitors Centre
and craft shop. Today, the forest is regarded as a nature reserve,
containing hundreds of different species of birds, spiders and beetles.
The forest is now, unfortunately, much diminished in size, due to the
encroachment of urbanisation and demand for housing.

EDWINSTOWE
Nearby Edwinstowe was Robin Hood’s historic village and he is
reputed to have married Maid Marian at the local, wooden and
medieval church of St. Mary which was later rebuilt in stone in
1175. The happy couple are commemorated on the High Street of
Edwinstowe with a statue in their honour. Edwinstowe was named
after King Edwin, the Saxon king of Northumbria, who died in 663
AD. ‘Stowe’ means ‘resting place’ or ‘holy shrine’, and Edwin was
buried in the nearby Sherwood Forest as this location was deemed
a safe place of rest and removed from his enemies. A small wooden
chapel was erected there at a later date.

THE SHERWOOD FORESTERS

VISIT TO

DUBLIN

A historic link exists with the name Sherwood Foresters and Dublin.
The Second Battalion of the Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire
Regiment, otherwise known as the “Sherwood Foresters”, were the
last regiment of untrained volunteers to enter WWI.
The original intention was that they should join the Allied Forces
in the theatres of war of Belgium and France. However, they found
themselves unexpectedly redirected on an alternative mission, to
their surprise. They landed at Kingstown, (now Dún Laoghaire) in
Dublin in April 1916, with a mission of quelling the Irish rebel forces
who were involved in the Easter Rising of the War of Independence.
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They anticipated that, with their military might, they would easily
overcome the ‘disorganised Irish rebels’. However they were surprised
to discover that the Irish Rebel Forces were an organised welltrained force of fighters. The young British soldiers had no combat
experience and had received an incomplete training. At Mount Street
Bridge the Sherwood Foresters were unexpectedly ambushed and
slaughtered by just 17 Irish Volunteers. 4 officers and 216 young
Sherwood Foresters were either killed or injured. This was a terrible
error of judgement by the British Armed Forces and became, by far,
the highest casualty listing of the Easter Rising.
Louisa Nolan, an Irish actress, who was born in Sandymount, risked
her life by braving the cross fire at the Mount Street Bridge, in an
attempt to rescue the young Foresters and the Rebels as they lay
wounded and dying on the street. She asked for, and succeeded in
getting, a temporary ceasefire, to allow the victims of this battle to be
removed to safety. She is one of few civilians to be awarded a Military
Medal at an investiture ceremony by King George. According to a Sinn
Féin Rebellion handbook, page 259, she tended to the wounded of
both sides of the battle ‘carrying water and comforts to the wounded’
through a shower of bullets. It was reported upon, on 20th March,
on a Chicago newspaper and she as deemed as ‘Ireland’s bravest
colleen’. Her father was the ex Head of the Royal Irish Constabulary.
Those young British soldiers who died during that encounter have
been largely forgotten about and have been labelled as casualties
who died on the “Home Front”. They are buried at Grangegorman
Military Cemetery.

SYMBOLISM

OF THE

OAK TREE

Numerous different species of oak tree exist. The symbolism of the oak
tree has been treasured in the history of many European cultures. In
ancient Greek mythology, the god Zeus was associated with the oak
tree. Zeus was considered the foremost ruler of all gods on earth and
in the cosmos. Italian Oak was regarded as sacred and linked to the
god Jupiter. North America has impressive oak forests, linked to and
celebrated in Native Indian culture.
The oak trees that grew in Ireland were called either Quercus
Petraea, the sessile oak or the Quercus Robur, the pendunculate
oak. The word “quercus” derives from Latin. Sessile means “sitting”
and pedunculate means “dangling”. The Irish Oak was revered in
Celtic mythology as being indicative of having qualities of “strength,
nobility, wisdom and honesty”. It is no surprise that the oak tree
came to be regarded as the” King of the Forest”. Oak groves had
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spiritual associations and Druids had worship rituals, for thousands
of years, to the Irish Oak.
In ancient Brehon Law the Oak was one of five protected species and
was considered a “Chieftain Tree”. The Irish word for oak is “Dair” and
a wonderful treasure trove exists today of both Celtic and Christian
connections to the oak tree. Of 62,000 town lands in Ireland today,
13,000 have names associated with trees or woodland. For example,
Cill Daire (Kildare) means Church of the Oak and Derry is known
as the Oak Leaf County. Saint Colmcille built a church there called
“Doire Colmcille”.

MUCKROSS NATIONAL PARK, KILLARNEY
A large sculpture, by Rolf Hoof, proudly stands on the lawn of
Muckross since 2013. The sculpture is made from ‘Muckross Oak’,
weighs 3 tons and is 3.5 metres
x 1.8 metres in size. The lands
of Muckross Estate were
donated to the Irish Free State
in 1932 by the last private
owner of the lands, Arthur
William Bourn Vincent (19192012). This generous gift, to
the Irish people, lead to the
subsequent state development
of the Killarney National Park.
It became the first National
Park in Ireland. There are
several carved representations
on the sculpture which depict attributes that Mr. Vincent possessed
— a Heart for kindness and generosity, and a butterfly representing
his genius and intelligence.

FROM ACORN

TO

OAK TREE....

In recent times Beatrix Potter, George Bernard Shaw and countless
others have written about the oak tree, either symbolically or as
themes of nature, life cycles and children’s adventure books. Amazon.
co.uk currently has 505 references to books about the acorn and the
oak. So the oak tree continues to fascinate us.
To conclude, I recall a poem which I learnt, aged 12 years old, in
Primary school, called “Trees”. This poem was written by the American
poet Joyce Kilmer (1886- 1918). Kilmer was killed in action aged 31
years, at the 2nd Battle of Marne, July 30th, 1918, in France at WWI.
42

LOCAL HISTORY JOURNAL 2018

TREES
I think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree.
A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast;
A tree that looks at God all day,
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;
A tree that may in summer wear
A nest of robins in her hair;
Upon whose bosom snow has lain;
Who intimately lives with rain.
Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree.
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COWAN’S SHOPS CLONDALKIN — 1947–1999
MAYFAIR BALLROOM — 1955–1975
BY

ADAIR COWAN

In 1910 my grandparents Tom and Sarah Cowan came from Virginia,
Co Cavan to Clondalkin where Tom started work as a Sexton/
Gardener in St John’s Church, Clondalkin. They lived in 3 Church
Cottages, on Tower Road, where my father George and his twin
brother Frank were born.
They had 7 other children, Alfie, Alec, Eddie, Sydney, Ida, Amanda
and Lettie. 1n 1920 there was a disagreement between my
grandfather and the Rector so the family of 11 had to vacate 3 Church
Cottages. My grandfather purchased a piece of land opposite Freynes
Pharmacy, site of the future shops. He also bought a workers railway
hut which was transported from Inchicore Railway Works by a man
from Clondalkin Paper Mills (C.P.M.).

There was also a row of these huts where the Jensen Hotel building is
now and such homes were used as starter homes for people moving to
Clondalkin. The area was known then as “The Cinderbank” because
of all the ash from C.P.M. I guess that was modular housing back in
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the day. A disaster hit the huts one day when there was a landslide
of coal slack which burned most of the huts.
Life moved on and my grandfather got some cattle which he grazed in
a field beside the Paper Mills. My grandmother used to make a little
money by minding bikes for people (one and a half old pennies per
bike) going to the nearby Tower Cinema known locally as The Bibby.
The family grew up and most of them emigrated to England and
Canada. George and Frank got jobs in Hills Mills, Lucan. More lands
were bought in Clondalkin Village down as far as Val Halla opposite
Aras Chronain and this land was divided between the twins in 1939.
My mother Edna Tartleton was born in 1924 and lived in The Sally
House, Celbridge Road, Lucan. Later her family moved to Kilmoylan,
Palmerstown. She secured places in Cambridge and Trinity College
but declined and took up employment in The Irish Times and later
moved to the Royal Bank. In 1945 she published a children’s book
called The Adventures of Hibbin and Hollin.
An original copy is held at Cregan Library, Special Collection Section,
St Patrick’s College, Dublin City University, Drumcondra. I had some
copies re-printed in her memory. She was subsequently offered a
four-book deal with G & C Productions, Nassau Street, but she only
wrote one more book called Willy Wooly Bunny which was never
published, I still have that manuscript. She met my father George in
1943
In 1946 my father built our family home, a small bungalow and
he called it Cloverlands. It was situated near my grandparent’s
old cottage, the converted workers railway hut, which was called
Hawthorne Cottage, it was destroyed by fire in in the late eighties.
In February 1947 George and Edna got married on a bitter cold
day as was all of that winter. They went on honeymoon to Belfast
and stayed with George’s cousin. On return they moved into their
new bungalow and began building their first shop attaching it on to
their new bungalow. The shop opened in the same year, 1947. The
bungalow and shop cost a total of £350 to build.
They had their first child, Alec, in 1948. The shop was a big success
from the outset as there were very few shops in the area at the time.
They sold everything from cement, tools, paraffin oil and kitchen
goods plus a host of other things. Things were going well and in
1951 George bought two other shops directly across the road from
Cowan’s Hardware. They were known as Cowan’s Menswear and my
Uncle Frank managed Menswear. By this time they both had finished
working in Hills Mills and all three shops were extremely busy. Frank
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became ill with TB which was rampant at the time and he spent over
a year recovering in Arklow Hospital now The Arklow Bay Hotel. Mrs
Ann Delaney, mother of the late Breda Delaney, came to the rescue
and worked in all three shops as did Breda.
In 1961 the Hardware shop
was extended to sell of all
things ladies’ wear!! and Edna,
having a keen fashion eye, did
all the buying from Arnotts
wholesale for the ladies’ wear.
Among the local people who
worked there were Breda,
Ann and Mrs Delaney. The
Delaneys were like extended
family. Others who worked
there were Patsy Cleary,
Hazel Murphy, Breda Long,
Lily Doyle, Celia Hackett, Mrs
Windor, Mrs McDonagh and
Mrs Benson.
In 1955 George was ready to
expand and he opened The
Mayfair Ballroom and it was
built on the other side of our
Bungalow. It was built by
Edna’s brother-in-law William
Cromer, of Cromer Brothers,
Lucan. All the top bands in Ireland and the UK played there and it
was a roaring success.
There was always some bit of drama going on and I can recall the
local Gardaí knocking on the door in the early hours on a Sunday
morning and getting lots of paint from the Hardware to erase graffiti
which was put on walls in the Islandbridge area protesting against
the visit that day of the late Princess Margaret. Another day Breda
Delaney had to do an emergency delivery from the shop to a house
in Lucan, she was just learning to drive at the time and after doing
the delivery was unable to reverse the van and the customer had to
come to the rescue.
At 4 a.m. on the morning of Thursday, 13 August, 1970, I, my brother
Alec and my mother were awoken to a loud noise of someone breaking
down our front door. At first I thought it was someone playing a joke
and when we confronted them we discovered we were subject to a
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vicious break in. I tried to call out to my mother but my body was
in shock and no sound came out. The three of us were herded into
a back room and the four masked raiders threatened us and tied
us all up together, back to back like in the old western films. It was
absolutely terrifying. My father and two younger siblings Shirley and
John were in Butlins, Mosney, on a short holiday.
It was during a national Bank strike and when the raiders heard my
father was away they became very agitated and asked to know where
the safe was. They then took it and loaded it into their car. The weight
of the safe caused the car to drop and the exhaust pipe was ripped
off when they were fleeing. We could hear the broken exhaust pipe
going all the way up Monastery Road. After what seemed a long time
Alec got a bread knife and cut the three of us loose. I ran outside to
the bus stop which was right outside our door. The first person I met
was Cathal McCoille later from RTE, who was only a young fella at
the time and he didn’t know what to make of it all. I later went on to
play football with him on St Killian’s football team.
Some weeks later detectives from the Bridewell Garda Station got
in touch to say they had suspects in custody. The three of us had
to go into the station and we had to view a line up from behind a
glass screen. We were able to identify one of the suspects. We were
told he was from the Sherriff Street area. We later heard he got a
four year gaol sentence. The Gardaí told us it was one of the most
serious raids carried out in the country at that time. It took us a long
time to recover from the trauma. The safe was found empty in the
Ballymount area shortly after the raid.
In the 1970s the shops were still going strong and George extended
his customer base by taking a van on the road and getting orders
door to door, mainly from people he had worked with in Hills Mills,
Lucan. He would take orders on a Wednesday and then deliver the
goods on a Saturday which then was pay day. His Morris Minor van
was stolen one day while doing deliveries and was found a few days
later minus the stock.
In 1971 I took over the running of Menswear shop and Frank went
over to the Hardware shop. I left a few years later and got a job in the
motor trade. Shirley and John took over Menswear. They started to do
dress hire for men for weddings and social occasions. They got up to
date clothes styles and footwear. Later they opened a furniture/carpet
shop. They used to cut the carpet and flooring in the grandparents
old cottage. Then things started to slow down business wise with the
opening of big furniture stores and the opening of shopping malls
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including the Mill Centre. Shirley joined Bank of Ireland in 1979 and
John continued on in the shop for a few years with his wife Jan. John
and Jan opened a shop in Castle Crescent, Monastery Road, selling
school uniforms, menswear and they also did the dress hire. Frank
continued on in the old Hardware shop and it became known as”
the old curiosity shop” where people came from near and far for nick
knacks that you could not get anywhere else.

In all the shops lasted for over 50 years and it’s hard to believe the
original bungalow and shop were built for £350, and it was the first
house on Orchard Road. The grandparents’ old cottage was burned
down in 1995 by anti-socials who had started to use it as a drinking
den. Frank moved to a bungalow called Val Halla on Watery Lane,
now the site of sheltered accommodation housing. Frank died in
December 2001 age 88. George died in November 1999 age 86. Edna
continued to live in the bungalow Cloverlands until her death in May
2003 age 79.

Bb
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THE CORK HARBOUR TRAGEDY
12 DECEMBER 1942
JOHN HENNESSY PC
This is the 75th anniversary of the Cork Harbour tragedy on 12
December, 1942. On that night also Fr George Agger, Jnr., was born
at home in Roches Row which is now Wolfe Tone Street, son of Chief
Petty Officer in the marine service in Haulbowline, George Agger, Snr.
When the supply situation became acute, the Irish government
in 1940, chartered ships bringing in essentials. Then eventually
the government purchased a fleet of ocean going vessels and also
established the Irish Shipping Company as a semi-state company.
Irish Shipping then took over the dockyard at Rushbrooke for repair
of their ships. On the night of the 12th of December, 1942, one of
their ships named SS Irish Poplar anchored close to the Dognose
Buoy, located between Carlisle and Camden Points. She now was
awaiting the arrival of the Cork Port Control Service, the launch of
the Marine Service and the Pilot launch before making her way to
Rushbrooke dockyard. A fierce gale was raging at the time.
The Pilot launch reached her first and pilot Pat Lynch boarded her
to take her to her berth in Rushbrooke dockyard. The Port Control
launch then came alongside the Pilot launch and Chief Petty Officer
Frank Barry, former member of Cobh UDC also boarded the SS Irish
Poplar.
The normal procedure adopted in those operations was that the pilot
launch returned to Cobh leaving the pilot on board the ship. The Port
Control launch usually stood by the vessel until the examining officer
gave the signal that he had completed his examination and was ready
to be taken aboard the launch which would bring him ashore. The SS
Irish Poplar remained at anchor during the examination. With heavy
seas running, such as on that night, the launch normally remained
clear of the vessel in case the launches crashed against the vessel.
The first intimation that there was something wrong came when chief
Petty Officer Barry, on completion of his examination, looked for the
launch and could see no trace of it. He then signalled with a lamp but
then got no reply signal back from the launch.
It was presumed on the SS Irish Poplar that the Pilot launch had
already returned to Cobh and it was then thought that perhaps the
Port Control launch had likewise due to the high gales in the harbour.
In response to the signals from the SS Irish Poplar, a Department of
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Defence steam launch put out from Spike Island and proceeded to
the SS Irish Poplar which was then close to the Spit Lighthouse. The
steam launch then took part in the search for the two launches and
the crew.
Pilot James Horgan was the only survivor of those that were on board
the two launches. He had succeeded in swimming through the storm
crashed waters of the harbour to the safety of Spike Island. He had
in the water got off his rubber boots and when he landed he had
crawled on his hands and knees to reach a house and knock on the
door. An army officer came out and Jimmy told him what happened.
The army officer then got Jimmy to the hospital on Spike Island. His
brother was Thomas Horgan who worked in the Pilot watch house in
the Mall. I was nine years with him back in the 1950s and 1960. That
was Thomas Horgan’s story about Jimmy Horgan.
Chief Petty Officer George Agger, Snr., was father of Fr George Agger,
Jnr., who was born on that night in his home in Roches Row which is
now Wolfe Tone Street. Chief Petty Officer George Agger, Snr., was on
duty that evening and he would have been Chief Petty Officer to board
the SS Irish Poplar that night but was called out from Haulbowline
to Cobh with his wife who went into labour and Chief Petty Officer
Frank Barry then took over that duty.
The marine search was undertaken in the harbour as soon as news
of the disaster reached Cobh. Powerful searchlights played on the
waters of the harbour for hours and Defence and emergency services
turned out to search both the shoreline and the sea for survivors. The
Ballycotton lifeboat joined in the search and Coxswain Sliney said
it was one of the worst nights he had ever experienced at sea. The
search continued all of the following day but unfortunately there was
no trace of any survivors.
The five Cobh men that were lost on that terrible night were:
• John Higgins, aged 45 yrs, married man with two children, of
Connolly St., Cobh, C.H.C;
• Frank Lloyd, aged 45 yrs, a married man with one child, of
O’Rahilly St., Cobh. M.S;
• Frank Powell, aged 23 yrs, single of Plunkett Tce., Cobh, M.S;
• Patrick Wilshaw, of the Mall, Cobh, M.S;
• William Duggan, aged 45 yrs, a married man with no children of
Bellevue, Cobh, and M.S.
These men lost their lives while assisting in their effort to get an Irish
merchant ship into dock for repairs so that it could continue to bring
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the much needed foodstuffs to the Irish people during the years of the
Second World War.
This is my tribute to the late Con Lynch who only died over the past
year. Over the 25 years he had been very active in having people
attend the annual commemoration. He was a former council member
of the Cobh UDC back in 1992 and had the council erect a monument
in the memory of those brave men. He also worked in Haulbowline
Industries in Passage West.
It was on the recommendation of Con Lynch who had also, from the
start, overseen all work implemented on the erection of that memorial.
Con’s father was the pilot of the ship on that night. The monument
is in the form of a replica of the Spit Bank lighthouse with the plaque
upon which the names of the victims are engraved and close by is
an anchor and plaque dedicated to all seafarers and personnel of
lifesaving resources, especially those who lost their lives around our
coasts.
Ref: Mary Broderick, History of Cobh (Queenstown, Ireland)
Ref: Holly Bough Christmas 2017
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A JOYCEAN TOUR OF CLONGOWES WOOD
COLLEGE.
BY

BRENDAN CULLEN

A large crowd of over sixty people assembled outside the castle at
Clongowes Wood College in the afternoon of Saturday 18th August
2018 ready to embark on “A Joycean Tour of Clongowes Wood
College” which was organised by Clane Local History Group as part
of Heritage Week. Leader of the tour was Brendan Cullen, aided and
abetted by Larry Breen, Jim Heffernan and Tom McCreery who helped
to marshal the crowd. James Joyce entered Clongowes as a student
in 1888 and the tour consisted of visiting the various locations he
mentions in the Clongowes section of his first novel, “A Portrait of the
Artist as a Young Man”. The Portrait is a semi-autobiographical novel
and features Stephen Dedalus, Joyce’s fictional alter ego as the hero.
The first chapter records Stephen’s (i.e. Joyce’s) stay in Clongowes
from the time of his enrolment in late August 1888 to the time of his
departure at Christmas 1891.

THE SQUARE DITCH
The tour commenced with a visit to the ‘square ditch’, a small moatlike stream, in front of the castle, which may have played a part in
the original defence of the castle. This was the scene of a serious
bullying incident early in Stephen’s school life when the class bully
Wells “shouldered him into the square ditch the day before because
he would not swop his little snuff box for Well’s seasoned hacking
52

LOCAL HISTORY JOURNAL 2017

chestnut”. Joyce was the youngest and smallest boy in Clongowes
at the time. He was only six and a half years old and because of his
age and small stature he acquired the nickname ‘Half- past six’ from
early on. In the novel Stephen was easy prey for Wells who was older
and bigger. Stephen was shocked by the coldness and dirtiness of
the water in the ditch. “the cold slime of the ditch covered his whole
body; and when the bell rang for study and the lines filed out of the
playrooms, he felt the cold air of the corridor and staircase inside his
clothes”. Although Joyce refers to the ditch as the square ditch its
correct name was and still is “Nelly’s ditch” called after an old lady
who fell into it and drowned in the early 19th century. Joyce calls it
the square ditch because it was very close to ‘the square’ which was
the Clongowes word for the toilets during the 19th and the first half
of the 20th century.

THE PEOPLE’S CHURCH
Our next stop was at the People’s Church. This small, old- fashioned
but charming church was converted from a large classroom and
dormitory to a chapel for the boys in 1822. It was the Boys’ Chapel
until 1907 when the present large Boys’ Chapel was built. Since
1907 it has been known as the People’s Church and is frequented by
people from the immediate locality. It was the Boys’ Chapel in Joyce’s
time and it’s here he would have attended Mass, night prayers,
Benediction and also confession. Stephen describes attending night
prayers here as follows:
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“The bell rang for night prayers and he filed out of the study hall
after the others and down the staircase and along the corridors
to the chapel. The corridors were darkly lit and the chapel was
darkly lit. Soon all would be dark and sleeping. There was cold
night air in the chapel and the marbles were the colour the sea
was at night”.
The tradition of people from the locality attending Sunday Mass in the
People’s Church was well established in Joyce’s time at Clongowes, as
is evidenced by the following passage from the Portrait when Stephen
allowed his mind to wander in the chapel:
“There was a cold night smell in the chapel. But it was a holy
smell. It was not the smell of the old peasants who knelt at
the back of the chapel at Sunday Mass. That was a smell of
air and rain and turf and corduroy. But they were very holy
peasants. They breathed behind him on his neck and sighed
as they prayed. They lived in Clane a fellow said: there were
little cottages there and he had seen a woman standing at the
halfdoor of a cottage with a child in her arms, as the cars had
come past from Sallins”.

GRAVEL FOOTBALL
A short walk from the People’s Church brought the group round the
back of the castle to a large flat, open area which was overlain by
gravel in Joyce’s time. This was the scene of the famous football match
which is featured at the beginning of the Portrait. In the following
extract Joyce describes the football match in which Stephen takes
part:
“The wide playgrounds were swarming with boys. All were
shouting and the prefects urged them on with strong cries.
The evening air was pale and chilly and after every charge and
thud of the footballers the greasy leather orb flew like a heavy
bird through the grey light…. He was caught in the whirl of a
scrimmage and, fearful of the flashing eyes and muddy boots,
bent down to look through the legs. The fellows were struggling
and groaning and their legs were rubbing and kicking and
stamping. Then Jack Lawton’s yellow boots dodged out the ball
and all the other boots and legs ran after. He ran after them a
little way and then stopped. It was useless to run on”.
Contrary to common belief the football game played here is not Rugby
as many commentators maintain. It is in fact gravel football and was
played on the gravel area at the back of the castle and not on the
grass. Gravel was organized long before any other game in Clongowes
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and was the dominant game for most of the 19th century. The game
was unique to Clongowes and was played during the winter months
beginning at the end of September and ending on St. Patrick’s Day.
The ball could not be handled but played only with the feet. The goals
consisted of tall uprights, placed about nine feet apart but without a
crossbar. In the late 1880s Soccer and later Rugby were introduced
and gradually replaced Gravel.
On account of his young age and his frail physique Stephen did not
enjoy the rough and tumble of gravel football. He was a reluctant
participant and was so ill-at-ease on the pitch that he would have
preferred to be anywhere else, even the study hall. He had such
little interest in the game that the lights in the castle attracted his
attention through the evening darkness and he had time to wonder
“from which window Hamilton Rowan had thrown his hat on the
haha”.

THE CINDERPATH
The cricket oval/crease was adjacent to the gravel area and was
encircled by the cinderpath which was the scene of a major incident
involving Stephen and which was to have repercussions for him later
on in Fr. Arnall’s Latin class. He was knocked down by a cyclist, “
a fellow from out of second grammar. He had been thrown by the
fellow’s machine lightly on the cinderpath and his spectacles had
been broken in three pieces and some of the grit of the cinders had
gone into his mouth”.

THE ENTRANCE HALL
Having viewed the cinderpath, now tarmacked, the group retraced
its steps, accessed the castle through the front door and assembled
in the spacious entrance hall. It was here that Stephen said goodbye
to his parents whom he wouldn’t see until Christmas. His mother
kissed him but was very upset and tearful. Stephen recalls “her nose
and eyes were red. But he had pretended not to see that she was
going to cry”. His father gave him “two fiveshilling pieces for pocket
money” and advised him “never to peach on a fellow”. The rector
shook hands with his parents and they waved to Stephen as the
carriage sped down the avenue on its way to Sallins.
The landing in the entrance hall was the setting for another
important event in Stephen’s school life. He had come to a strict
and exacting institution and soon suffered a major injustice when he
received punishment from Fr. Dolan for not writing his theme in Fr
Arnall’s Latin class. Stephen resented the punishment and decided
to complain to the rector. To access the rector’s office he had to
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walk along the Serpentine gallery (“he passed along the narrow dark
corridor”) and emerged “on the landing above the entrance hall and
looked about him”. While examining his unfamiliar surroundings he
alluded again to the Hamilton Rowan incident and also mentioned
“the ghost in the white cloak of a marshal”. He was directed by an old
servant to the rector’s office at the corner of the landing; he knocked
on the door and was eventually admitted.
The ghost story mentioned by Stephen is also associated with the
entrance hall. It concerns the death of Marshal Browne who emigrated
to Austria and was killed at the Battle of Prague 1757.On the day
and at the hour he died a tall army officer in a distinctive white
uniform entered the hall through the front door at Castle Browne (i.e.
Clongowes) and ascended the stairs much to the bewilderment of the
servants who saw him. The Hamilton Rowan episode referred to by
Stephen also occurred in this area of the castle. Hamilton Rowan, the
renowned United Irishman fled from his home in nearby Rathcoffey
and made his way to Castle Browne followed by soldiers of the Crown.
He entered through the main door, ran up the stairs and through the
Round Room and into the Drawing Room where he opened a window
and threw his hat out on the haha below at the back of the castle.
He then hid in the tower in the corner of the room behind a door that
was disguised as library shelves. The soldiers unable to find him
withdrew.

FR. ARNALL’S CLASS
Fr. William Power, the Elements class-master in 1888-89 appears
in the Portrait under the pseudonym of Fr. Arnall. In this classic
classroom drama Fr. Arnall arrived in Latin class and remained
silent, leaning on the desk with his arms folded. He was not happy.
The source of his unhappiness was the poor quality of the homework
presented by most of the students. He “gave out the theme books and
he said that they were scandalous and that they were to be written
out again”. The worst was Fleming’s theme because some pages of
his copybook were stuck together by an ink blot. When Fleming
missed his grammar Fr. Arnall put him kneeling on the floor with
instructions to rewrite his homework.
Soon, Fr. Dolan, the Prefect of Studies, entered the classroom
brandishing a pandybat (i.e. a leather strap) and exclaiming “any
boys want flogging here, Fr. Arnall?” He sees Fleming on his knees,
calls him “a born idler” and proceeds to give him six pandies on each
hand i.e. twice six. On his way out Fr. Dolan noticed that Stephen
wasn’t writing. He enquired why and Fr. Arnall informed him that
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Stephen broke his glasses and that he, Fr. Arnall had exempted him
from work. Fr. Dolan addressed Stephen as a “lazy little schemer”
and asked him where he had broken his glasses. Stephen replied “the
cinderpath, sir”. “Hoho! the cinderpath!” cried the prefect of studies.
“I know that trick”, whereupon he gave Stephen two pandies, one on
each hand. Stephen regarded the punishment as most unjust, unfair
and cruel and reacted with great anger and resentment.
Afterwards, Fleming encouraged him to “go up and tell the rector on
him”. They all made their way to the refectory and Stephen determined
to do what Fleming suggested after dinner. On exiting the refectory
he turned right, walked up the stairs and entered “the low narrow
dark corridor that led to the castle”. Eventually, he came out on the
landing in the entrance hall, approached the rector’s room, knocked
on the door and entered.
Fr. Conmee listened to his complaint and promised to tell Fr. Dolan
that he, Stephen had permission not to do homework. Afterwards,
Stephen informed the other students what had happened and they
all celebrated by throwing their caps in the air, “and they gave three
groans for Baldyhead Dolan and three cheers for Conmee and they
said he was the decentest rector that was ever in Clongowes”.

THE REFECTORY
The group next visited the refectory, now the James Joyce Library.
The year 1886 was a traumatic one in the history of Clongowes. It was
in this year that the original refectory built in 1819 was destroyed by
fire along with the study hall overhead. Both were rebuilt in 1887
just a year before Joyce entered the college. In Joyce’s time the tables
were covered with white tablecloths and were arranged in four rows
along the length of the room. The seniors were seated at the top
beside the two stained glass windows while the juniors occupied
the area just inside the door. The Clongowes food had a very poor
reputation and Stephen had difficulty eating it. One student called
the Friday pudding “dog-in-the-blanket” and Stephen “could not eat
the blackish fish fritters they got on Wednesdays in Lent”. This is
how Stephen described a visit to the refectory sometime during the
period 1888-89:
“The bell rang and then the classes began to file out of the rooms
and along the corridors towards the refectory. He sat looking at the
two prints of butter on his plate but could not eat the damp bread.
The tablecloth was damp and limp. But he drank off the hot weak
tea which the clumsy scullion, girt with a white apron, poured into
his cup…. Nasty Roche and Saurin drank cocoa that their people
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sent them in tins. They said they could not drink the tea, that it was
hogwash”.

THE INFIRMARY
Our last visit was to the Infirmary, a tall, free-standing limestone
edifice situated at the end of a long corridor. On the way there the
group passed the site of the old swimming bath which was built in
1887 and demolished at the beginning of August 2018. Stephen
would have made the same journey to access the infirmary and would
have been familiar with the bath’s “warm turfcoloured bogwater,
the warm moist air, the noise of the plunges, the smell of towels,
like medicine”. Stephen appears to have been accommodated in the
infirmary for most of his first year, instead of the regular dormitory,
perhaps because of his young age. When he first arrived there Br
Michael was at the door to welcome him. After sometime he seemed
to be homesick and unwell and fantasised about writing a letter to
his mother asking her to come and take him home. However, despite
his illness he received no medicine. According to Stephen “you got
stinking stuff to drink when you were in the infirmary”.
Having completed our visit to the infirmary our “Joycean Tour of
Clongowes Wood College” came to an end.

Bb
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THE SIPPI FAMILY
BY

KIERAN GROEGER

From time to time letters arrive on every newspaper editor’s desk
with a request from America, Australia or just about anywhere in
the world for some information on some ancestor of the letter writer
who has some connection with your town. We love those requests. A
letter came recently looking for information on John Sippi who was
an organist in St. Mary’s Collegiate Church in Youghal and also in
St. Carthage Cathedral, Cloyne, in the 19th century. The family had
already undertaken substantial research on the Ireland connections.
Mary Dingle, a direct descendent of John Sippi or Johann Andreas
Sippe as he was originally called, was carefully putting the pieces of
the puzzle together. She is hopeful that in telling the story of John
Sippi so more information might come to light.
To day there are excellent records in many churches and online. John
Sippi left quite a trail of goodwill in his wake. In this case the family
left Ireland and went to Canada and Australia well before 1901. That
was the year of the census. It always helps research if someone is
mentioned in the 1901 or 1911 census returns. They contain so
much information –type of house, value of property, length of time
married, level of education etc. In this case the easy option was not
available!
There were previous census returns but unfortunately most of them
went up in smoke during the Civil War. In this case there are no
census records available.
With the help of the family
records we have pieced
together some remaining
records of the family. We
drew a blank on one aspect
of his life and maybe you
can help. John Sippi was
a composer and the family
would love to find a copy
of any of his compositions
or books of music. He
published, for example,
“Three Military Sinfonias”
when he was with the South
Cork Militia. This is mentioned in “a Dictionary of Members of the
Dublin book Trade 1550 -1800”. The newspaper notice shows he
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also published in Cork, by Corbett and sons, “Two sets of Brilliant
Waltzes”. Can you help?
But first let me tell you about the Sippi family. The Sippe family came
from Germany. At some stage Sippe became Sippi. In Australia the
name is spelt with an “e”, in Canada with an “i” and in Ireland both
ways!
John Andreas Sippe came to Ireland at the invitation of the Duke
of Devonshire. The Duke also brought over another German
musician/composer – George Frederic Handel. The involvement of
the Duke explains the warm welcome for Sippe in both Youghal and
Lismore.
Sippe was Bandmaster of numerous Regimental and Militia bands
during his working life. He was on the Pipers and Drummers paylists
of the Kerry Militia with his father between 1823 and 1829. His
brothers George and Charles Augustus Sippe served with their father
in the Kerry Militia. His son George went to Australia in 1826 where
he too was a Bandmaster. There begins the Australian connection
which is still vibrant today.
Sippi was involved in a strange court case in
the 1830s – which involved the payment for
a Protestant organist which Catholics had
opposed. In those days the financial support
for the Protestant Church ( the Established
Church) had to be provided by everyone
irrespective of religion and most Catholics
resented having to support the Protestant
Church. There were “Tithe Wars” before the
Disestablishment of the Protestant church.
There were many battles fought between
those asserting their rights and those who
opposed them. Unfortunately Sippi was
caught up in one of them!
John Andreas Sippe retired from the Kerry
Militia after 46 years as a Bandmaster in 1829 and died from cholera
in August 1832 in Tralee, county Kerry. His wife Susanne also died
in Tralee in 1829. He was described, in the Kerry Evening Post, as
an “execellent son, a good brother, a kind friend and a strictly moral
and honest man”.
His son, also John, had strong connections with Youghal where he
became the organist at St. Mary’s in Youghal and later at St. Carthage
Cathedral in Cloyne where a beautiful window is dedicated to him by
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grateful friends. There are a few records of the family in Youghal and
also in Lismore. Anne Sippi, unmarried, was buried in Youghal on
21/03/1867, aged 72. She is buried in the the churchyard of Saint
Mary’s Collegiate Church. Her sister, Jane Catherine Purcell is also
buried in Youghal.
Charles A Sippi married Rose Bagge of Greencloyne, Youghal on 3rd
of October 1865 at Templemichael, Youghal. He lived in Church St.
Youghal, where he taught music. He later moved to North Main Street
for the same purpose, a sign of increasing prosperity. He features in
the trade directories for the town. Rose Bagge was the daughter of
Reverend Thomas Bagge. The marriage was performed by Reverend
James Bagge, the two witnesses were Robert Uniacke Ronayne and
George Backley-Sippi.
Names like Uniacke, Ronayne and Bagge are well known in Youghal.
The Ronaynes were, back in the 17th century, a prominent Catholic
family. One of them was Mayor of Youghal just before the Battle of
the Boyne. Several Protestant men had been locked up and about
to be burnt alive when Ronayne intervened and persuaded the mob
to go home. When Protestant Ascendnacy was restored there was
a local law passed that every bell in Youghal should toll when a
Ronayne died. This custom continued until the late 2oth century.
The Uniackes had a beautiful town house in Youghal on the Main
Street – it is still there and referred to as the “Red House”.
Charles moved to India for a number of years and then returned to
Youghal before moving to Canada where a branch of the family now
resides.
Several
Irish
newspapers
mention
John
Sippi
in
articles – his beautiful voice,
his wonderful instrumental
playing, his dedication to music,
his special compositions.He
was both a tenor and violinist,
a bandmaster and organist
and featured in numerous
concerts.
John Sippi died in 1877 and
is buried in Lismore. Unfortunately there is not yet a map of the
graveyard to enable us locate the grave. The Dean is very helpful and
loves history. We are hopeful a map will emerge. A grand daughter of
John Andreas Sippe, Jane Catherine Sippi, married William Telford,
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the organ maker from Dublin. The organ in Lismore Cathedral was
moved from an upper gallery, substantially reduced in size, and
moved to its present location nearer the main altar, during John
Sippi’s time. It is today quite a large organ, one can only surmise at
what the original organ might have been like.
The space once occupied by the organ now houses the archives of
St. Carthage Cathedral, Lismore. One has to wonder if Sippi used
the services of William Telford in undertaking the mammoth task of
reducing the organ in size while retaining the sound.
John Sippe was a Vestryman in Lismore and features in many records
of that office alongside some eminent names like that of the Duke
of Devonshire, grandson of the man who brought Johann Andreas
Sippe to Ireland so many years previously!

List of Vestrymen of St. Carthage Cathedral, Lismore, 1872-74

If you can add anything to the informaion about Sippi, please contact
me.
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TIPPERARY GLOVE FACTORIES — A BYGONE ERA
BY

MARY ALICE O’CONNOR

The history of glove making in Tipperary Town was recalled in an
exhibition that opened at the Tipperary Excel in Tipperary Town on
Thursday night, July 19, 2018
The exhibition included photographs, press cuttings and memorabilia
from a time when glove making was a key industry in the town.
Mary Alice O’Connor, Curator of the Art Gallery in the Tipperary
Excel, says that it is a very important record of an industry with a
long history in the town and surrounding areas.
“It began with wanting to recognise the contribution of women to
society from the time of the right to vote 100 years ago and graduated
into recognising the contribution of both sexes to an industry that
gave huge employment to people from the town and the wider
community”.
The first glove factory opened on the Station Road in Tipperary Town
in 1935 with 73 employees and as the industry grew the workforce
also grew significantly, with the workforce doubling in the space of
a couple of years. Bansha native, Martin Quinn, recalls that both
his Mam and Dad (Larry and Mary Breen/Quinn) both worked in
the factory. “My Mam worked in the office there and my Dad was a
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master cutter in the cutting room. It was there where they first met
and fell in love and the rest as they say is history. The factory closed
in 1956 and my Dad subsequently went to work with Jim O’Connor
in the Glove Factory in Bansha”.
Mary Blundell from Tipperary Town also recalls her father working
in the factory. “Dad worked in the glove factory for a number of years
and then, due to bad health, he began to work at home. We lived in
Fr. Mathew Street, a family of 5 children and our parents. The front
room was turned into a work space for Dad, where he got the leather
delivered and did the process of cutting out the gloves”.
Helen English (nee Butler) recalls the sound of the sewing machine in
the evenings after she went to bed, as her Mother sewed the gloves.
Helen’s mother, Eleanor Loftus, worked in the Glove Factory initially
and after marrying worked from home
When the factory closed in 1956 the only option for many of the
young girls and boys was to emigrate to England to find employment.
Some of those who stayed gained employment in Bansha, being
brought out in a bus while others went to work in a new glove factory
in James Street in Tipperary Town.
Ann Crowe (nee Quinn) cycled out to collect the gloves from women
in the area who sewed at home (this was known as piece work...and
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recall the great days and comradeship enjoyed by her and others in
the late 50s/early sixties).
Mary Alice says that this building is still there with much of the
equipment and gloving patterns and documentation still there. “It
is like that the people who worked there just got up and left and
that everything there was left behind, almost exactly in place. It is
remarkable to see and it is like going back in time going into the
place”.
Youthreach, Cappawhite, with the great assistance of Melissa Corish,
has produced some wonderful murals depicting glove making and
these have been put up in front of the windows in the building. This
has attracted great interest from the general public and passers-by.
Melissa was the person to show an interest in the glove factory and
wanted to know more.
Glove making was not only confined to this building as there was
also a second glove making enterprise in James Street. Gloves were
also made by people in their own homes. The glove factory in Bansha
closed in 1976 following the sudden death of Jim O’Connor.
The exhibition in the Tipperary Excel consisted of photographs of
the many people who worked there, sometimes as many as three
generations of the same family; sewing machines used in the factory;
glove patterns, letters and other correspondence in relation to the
selling or sewing of the gloves. They were sent to Cavan and Donegal
to be sold or to be sewn where outreach workers, women in their own
homes sewed the gloves and were paid ‘piece’ work. This practice was
also done in Tipperary Town and helped to make ends meet for many
families.
Remnants of our Industrial Heritage are scarce and this exhibition
presented knowledge of this long lost industry in a truly wonderful
way
This exhibition is a tribute to the men and women of Tipperary Town
and district who worked in this industry and to employers like the
late Davy O’Dwyer, Hugh Kennedy and Jim O’Connor
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DERMOD O’HURLEY, ARCHBISHOP OF CASHEL
AND CATHOLIC MARTYR
BY

EAMONN KIELY

About a quarter of a century ago Dermod O’Hurley with sixteen other
martyrs was beatified. David Rothe, Bishop of Ossory, wrote about
him in his book Analecta about 360 years ago. It is clear that Ossory’s
most famous bishop held O’Hurley, an Archbishop of Cashel, in the
highest esteem. They were not contemporaries – O’Hurley being of an
earlier generation. O’Hurley was from Emly in Tipperary.
He was born about the year 1530. His father was employed by the Earl
of Desmond and the family were relatively well off by the standards
of the time. They moved to Donoghmore near Limerick city at a later
stage. He was later ordained a priest for Limerick diocese.
Dermot’s early education was in his home area of Emly followed by the
University of Louvain in Belgium where he graduated with a Master of
Arts degree in 1551 and was appointed Professor of philosophy there.
Further academic achievements followed in areas of Canon and Civil
law. A stint as professor of Law at Reims University preceded his
going to Rome where he worked with a cardinal. One could infer from
this background that he was a genuine renaissance man.
The See of Cashel became vacant in 1581. Pope wished to fill it with
his favourite O’Hurley. The problem was he was not even a priest.
By special dispensation of the Pope the highly educated O’Hurley
was ordained to Limerick diocese and appointed then to the See of
Cashel.
This was the era of Queen Elizabeth I and the penal laws against
Catholics. Sir Francis Walsingham, known as the ‘Spymaster’ was
secretary to the Queen and deviser of many cruelties against her
perceived enemies. O’Hurley and a companion came secretly to
Ireland landing in Skerries. The companion Fr. Dillon was recognised
by a British agent, Walter Baal. He was arrested and imprisoned for
four months.
O’Hurley was sheltered by the Baron of Slane. This soon became
known and he went to stay with Black Tom Butler, 10th Earl of
Ormond, who was deemed sympathetic to his Catholic countrymen
although a Protestant himself. The Baron of Slane was in difficulty
for harbouring O’Hurley, so the Archbishop decided to surrender
himself to the authorities at Carrick on Suir.
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He was put in chains and brought to Kilkenny jail. Some Kilkenny
citizens got to meet him and secretly received the sacraments from
him. He was brought to Dublin city dungeon on 7th October, 1583.
He was brought before the Lord Justices. O’Hurley was charged with
being a party to an international conspiracy against Queen Elizabeth
I.
He was tortured in an appalling manner – his legs were encased in
special boots, oil poured into them and then heated over a fire. The
flesh fell off the bones. This historical fact is alluded to in the coat of
arms of Dr. Clifford, to-days Archbishop of Cashel.
The Dublin Castle authorities had no evidence that would convict
O’Hurley and so he was sentenced to death under the cover of martial
law and without a trial. He was hanged the next day with a straw
rope to add further ignominy to his torture. The place of execution
was just outside the city of Dublin – what is now St Stephen’s Green.
He was buried in the nearby cabbage garden – a Dublin corruption
of Capuchin gardens. The man who signed his death warrant was
Sir Harry Wallop. Add to that the baleful influence of Baal and
Walsingham and you see the Archbishop’s fate was sealed. The
canonisation of the martyred Archbishop is awaited.
ATTRIBUTION: KILKENNY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
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RULES OF THE WATCH
BY

RULES

OF THE

BRIAN DALY

WATCH 1ST NOVEMBER, 1755 TO 25TH MARCH FOLLOWING.
PRINTED BY JAMES STOKES IN HIGH STREET

A set of rules, orders and directions to control the operation of the
Night Watchmen whose duty was to patrol the streets of Kilkenny in
order to protect the citizens from annoyance or disturbance of any
kind.
The watch hours shall be from 10 o’clock at night to the ringing of the
bell at 6 o’clock in the morning.
The Watch shall consist of a constable and 16 watchmen of the same
parish, 8 watchmen to patrol by turns about the whole city and
suburbs, the Constable and remaining watchmen to remain at the
guardhouse.
The constable who has watched at night shall in the morning deliver
to the constable for the following night a printed notice of his turn to
watch and in which shall be inserted the names of the persons whose
turn it is to watch and at 12 o’clock at noon the constable whose turn
it is to watch shall leave a printed summons at each named person’s
house.
If any person summoned is not at the watch house or send a substitute
approved by the Constable at 10 o’clock at night then the constable
shall send for a substitute appointed by the Mayor. This substitute
shall be paid for so doing and the money to be levied on the defaulter.
Any constable who fails to notify his successor, or who fails to
notify the persons whose
turn it is to watch, or who
neglects coming in due time
to the watch, or who shall
misbehave during the watch
or fail to return the watch
bills or lanterns as directed
shall be punished with the
utmost severity of the law.
The
Watchmen
are
to
challenge and examine all
persons whom they shall find
walking the streets after 12
o’clock at night and shall stop
68

LOCAL HISTORY JOURNAL 2018

and arrest all suspected persons and any that are riotous and any
servants or apprentices who are out without written leave and they
shall be detained in custody till next morning to be carried before the
Mayor to be dealt with according to the law.
No Constable or watchman shall on any pretence whatsoever
discharge out of custody any person taken up until such person is
brought before the mayor in the morning.
Rule IX: If the patrol of the watch shall observe any house to have
a light in it or hear the noise of a company within they shall knock
loudly at the door and let the inhabitants know that they are the
watch and if they find any strangers or suspected persons they shall
be carried to the Watch House to appear before the mayor in the
morning. If the householder refuses to open the door they shall keep
watch until the morning when the mayor shall decide what action
shall be taken.
The patrol shall detain all liquors and other excisable goods together
with horses, carts, brewing equipment and men and also all material
brought in to forestall the market or to avoid paying customs duty.
No constable or watchman is allowed to come on the watch drunk or
get drunk or go to the alehouse during watch hours under penalty of
being set in the stocks for 2 hours or paying 5 shillings.
No constable shall permit persons not of the watch to remain in the
guardhouse during watch hours or permit any cards, dice pitch and
toss or any games whatever.
No constable shall take any money, liquor, or any gratuity from any person
detained the penalty being twice the gratuity or 2 hours in the stocks.
If any inhabitant be out late he may call to the watch house and ask
for the lend of a watchman who shall accompany that person with
lantern and candle safe home to his house. No gratuity shall be paid
on the night but the watchman may call to that person’s house in the
morning and may accept any gratuity that is offered.
If any riot or disturbance break out beyond the control of the watch
they shall call on the assistance of the commanding officer of his
majesties forces stationed in the city.
Finally if the watch come on any traitor burglar or felon who shall be
capitally convicted i.e. hang for his crimes, they shall be entitled to a
reward of 10 pounds sterling to be divided equally between them over
and above any other reward which may be payable.
ATTRIBUTION: KILKENNY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
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CANTWELL FADA
BY

EAMONN

OF KILFANE
KIELY

The Cantwells were a Norman family, originally from Suffolk in
England. They built several castles in Kilkenny and Tipperary. In
Tipperary their best known castles are at Moycarkey, Dromineer and
Mellison while in Kilkenny Kells, Rathcoole and Kilfane belonged to
the Cantwells. The best known of the family is undoubtedly Cantwell
Fada of Kilfane near Thomastown. His effigy in the local ruined
church is said to be the largest of its kind in Britain or Ireland at
almost 8 feet tall.
He is cut in limestone in a standing position. He is depicted in chain
mail carrying a shield bearing the Cantwell coat of arms. His legs are
depicted in a walking pose, allegedly denoting his having gone on the
Crusades.
Paris Anderson, one of the founders of the Kilkenny Archaeological
Society, wrote about him in his Warden of the Marches. He sets his
story around 1335. He claims Cantwell was the terror of some of the
Irish families such as the O’Brennans, O’Nolans and MacMurroughs.
Cantwell is said to have been
morose and gloomy, the result
of an unhappy marriage to
Beatrice Donati in Florence. He
had met her on his way to the
Crusades. He brought her back
to his castle in Kilfane but before
long their initial passion waned
and she found other company
in Kilkenny. She befriended
the notorious Alice Kyteler who
was shortly after arrested for
witchcraft at the behest of Bishop
Ledrede. The bishop displayed
a fanaticism that would have
made him feel at home in Salem
in a later generation. Shortly
after Beatrice was arrested
and placed in the dungeons of
Kilkenny Castle.
Amazingly her gaoler was her
husband
Thomas
Cantwell.
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Beatrice with an accomplice De La Freine managed to escape and got
to Graig Abbey where they were given sanctuary. About five months
later Cantwell managed to capture the two – De La Freine being killed
while being captured and Beatrice was back in custody. She was
being brought to the fortress of Rathcoole, Cantwell’s Court near
Gowran. Bishop Ledrede was at the height of his witch hunt at this
time and Beatrice was a likely candidate. She managed to stab her
husband, who had captured her, in the heart with a gold bodkin –
something of a hairpin. The stab was fatal. Beatrice however did not
escape and was placed in Kilkenny Castle. She faced two charges, one
of murdering her husband, the second of heresy. She pleaded guilty
to the first but not the latter. She died in custody before her trial – it
is said a victim of her own passions. This is probably shorthand for
suicide.
Thomas Cantwell was certainly unlucky in love but is well remembered
with the beautiful effigy near Thomastown. Anyone seeking to
visit this fine memorial will be directed there by first finding a fine
hostelry – The Long Man of Kilfane nearby. The great antiquarian
of Kilkenny Rev James Graves had four copies of the effigy made in
1852 – one is in the Royal Irish Academy. Should any harm befall the
celebrated memorial at least there is a copy. Those concerned with
its preservation would probably advocate the placing in a museum of
the original while the replica could take its place in Kilfane.
ATTRIBUTION: KILKENNY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Kilfane Church
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FOTA HOUSE

AND DOROTHY BELL’S
BY MARIE GUILLOT, 2018

FAMILY

On a first visit to Fota House, two names stand out: Lord Barrymore
and Dorothy Bell. These are not the only names connected to Fota,
far from it, but they remain the most ‘famous’ ones due to the strong
influence they had on Fota Estate.
Several well-documented books have already been published about
Fota House and Dorothy Bell’s family. In this article a number of less
well-known people, all linked to Dorothy, will be introduced, among
those are her American mother and her two step-sisters. Other
people, who were closely connected to these families are mentioned
too.
My research took me from Fota, Ireland, to Geneseo, New York,
where one of my sons has been living for twenty-five years. The two
American homesteads presented in the article are still inhabited
by descendants of the Wadsworth family who founded the town
of Geneseo. They were gracious enough to allow me to visit their
respective estates (both now hosting a variety of events) and they
shared generously some of their family archives.
Perusing the archives of the Heritage Trust at Fota was another
adventure. Between paintings, pictures and diaries one could get lost
in the past and daydream about life as it was then.
In 1984 Fota House received a special commendation in the European
Museum of the Year competition thanks to a combined effort of
restoration between Richard Wood and John O’Connell.
More recently the Irish Heritage Trust received full accreditation to
the Museum Standards Programme for Ireland.
As usual, an article is too short to present all the findings of this
three-year long research.
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GEORGE WILLIAM RUSSELL

FROM ARMAGH’S FINEST TO IRELAND’S SOCRATES
THE REMARKABLE

LIFE OF

GEORGE WILLIAM RUSSELL — Æ

10TH APRIL 1867 - 17TH JULY 1935
BY

BRIAN MCKERNAN

George Russell was an extremely rare gift for Ireland at a time of
immense social and political upheaval. For Ireland he provided the
philosophical wisdom, logic, ethics, insight and laying down of an
intellectual foundation of the kind Socrates, Plato and Aristotle gave
to the great Greek society so long before. Æ
was an immense presence in Ireland from
the 1890s to the 1930s and as editor of ‘The
Irish Homestead’ and ‘Irish Statesman’ Æ was
Ireland’s most influential social, political and
literary commentator.
Æ was the most active leading figure in the
creation of an Irish literary, cultural, social
and political foundation that would define the
future Ireland. Countess Markievicz regarded
him as the one who did most to give Ireland
its identity. For forty years, everyone sought
his help, opinions and advice, which he generously gave. Æ never
sought any acknowledgement or payment, and more often than not
his participation remained private and uncelebrated.
His home in Rathgar was a neutral zone for all manner of debate.
He maintained friendships across all fronts and within all camps.
Although he clearly understood challenges and difficulties facing many
sectors and organisations, he was reluctant to take on leadership
positions or seek to impose particular outcomes. This self-imposed
restriction originated in his belief that he was a spirit passing through
this life on his way to the next place on his soul’s journey. He sought
no wealth, reward or status as he shaped the world around him for
the good of society. But ultimately, after guiding, facilitating and
encouraging those around him, towards the progressive possibilities
he envisioned, he left final outcomes to their freewill, their morality
and their ethical choices.
Æ was ahead of his time. He adored and respected the great natural
world around us and recognised our interdependency with it. He was
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a pacifist. He was a vegetarian. He did not drink alcohol. He was a
total believer in women’s equality, still way in advance of current
progress. His unique spiritualism and depth of thought is still ahead
of the current trend towards eclectic religious beliefs and practices.
Æ was a superstar in his day and when he died, Dublin hosted one
of the biggest funerals in the history of Ireland.
Alongside Æ’s interest and beliefs in the spirit-world he had a great
capacity to provide practical solutions to real world problems. And
he used his considerable powers always with modesty and on the
side of the underdog. Whether it was the starving urban workers and
their families in the 1913 Dublin lockout or the impoverished rural
dwellers, he would champion the right cause. Always, he was on the
side of fairness, equal rights, cooperation and peace. These values
permeated his artistic output as well – in his painting and poetry he
presented the nobility and dignity of workers and those whose lives
were close to Mother Earth.

EARLY YEARS
Æ was born at 12 William Street, Lurgan on 10th April 1867 into a
lower middle-class Ulster Protestant family. He lived here for three
years before moving to the Brownlow Estate’s North Street gate lodge
in 1870. These were Æ’s family homes during his eleven years growing
up in Lurgan. As his second home was inside the huge Brownlow
Castle estate he had access to the parklands where he came to love
the beauty of nature. Æ loved Lurgan but was very aware of the
sectarian divisions that often sparked into violence. Although the
family relocated to Dublin in 1878, George often returned to Drumgor,
Lurgan and Armagh to visit his relations and friends. These short
breaks gave him time away from the hectic bustle of Dublin.

Lurgan today
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Æ’s father’s family originally hailed from County Meath but moved
to Lurgan in the 1850s. His grandmother died in 1867 and his
grandfather moved to Armagh in 1870. The family grave at St. Mark’s
Church in Armagh was the final resting place for many of Æ’s family.

The author with popular Lurgan historian Jimmy Conway, who
recently established an annual Lurgan festival in Æ’s memory,
pictured at the Russell family grave at St. Mark’s Church in Armagh
Over the years Æ lived mainly around Rathmines and Rathgar. He
also spent five years in the centre of Dublin close to St. Stephen’s
Green formally studying theosophy and spiritualism. During the early
years of his lifelong friendship with William Butler Yeats their family
homes were only about five hundred metres apart, and this enabled
them to spend most of their free time in each other’s company. George
married Violet North on 9th June 1898 and had two sons, Brian and
Diarmuid, and a daughter, Maeve, who died in infancy. They lived at
a number of addresses - 10 Grove Terrace, 28 Upper Mount Pleasant
Avenue and 25 Coulson Avenue, before upgrading to 17 Rathgar
Avenue as the family grew. This became his home and where the elite
of Ireland gathered from 1906 until 1933.
Æ’s life was filled with people, issues, activity and innumerable
fascinating stories. On one occasion, while living at Coulson Avenue,
the police came to confront his next door neighbour, Maud Gonne,
for hanging out a pair of black bloomers while Dublin was loyally
awash with Union flags celebrating a royal visit to Dublin. The ladies
of Inghinidhe na hÉireann rushed to the scene to protect their leader
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and the Russell’s spent the day keeping everyone fed and watered,
while also easing tensions. George’s home became a meeting place
for everyone involved in the Celtic Renaissance across three vibrant
decades.
Violet and George had been together for almost 40 years when she
died in 1932. Æ was devastated. As his children had emigrated to
America and India, he sold his house and gave away most of his
possessions to the many friends he had made during his long time
as a Dubliner. During his final two years Æ moved around between
Ireland, England and his influential lecture tours in America.

17 Rathgar Avenue, Dublin

Violet Russell, friend and wife
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ONE

OF IRELAND’S

GREATEST ARTISTS

Æ was such a naturally gifted painter that he astounded everyone
who saw him work. Without preparation, he could immediately,
spontaneously paint anything he saw. No need for preliminary
sketches or studies or pencil lines. If he could see it in his mind
he could paint it. His work was incredibly imaginative, creative
and original. His paintings can be divided into five main categories:
Portraits, Seascapes, Landscapes, Nation Building and Mystical
Spiritualism.
Æ promoted and encouraged younger artists, male and female, and
worked tirelessly for the arts. In 1899 he staged a loan exhibition of
French art to inspire Irish art students and started a fund to acquire
works of art for a future public gallery in Dublin. Accordingly, Æ was
one of the main drivers in the creation of the Hugh Lane Metropolitan
Gallery. He was a founder of the United Arts Club in Dublin where
literature and the visual arts were able to flourish together. As
one of the few internationally renowned artists based in Ireland he
maintained strong ties to the world of art beyond Ireland’s shores.
Æ held many exhibitions over a thirty year period and was the only
Irish Artist to be included among the headline artists exhibited at
the New York ‘Armory Show’ 1913, which was arguably the most
important art exhibition ever staged. The show aimed to bring Modern
European art to the USA in order to awaken the American art scene.
Æ’s name sat alongside other great living artists including - Degas,
Renoir, Monet, Matisse and Braque, as well as recently deceased
greats Cezanne, Van Gogh, Manet and Gauguin. Æ›s work continued
to be included in US art exhibitions throughout the 1920s and early
1930s.
All of the major public art galleries in Ireland hold some of his
estimated 600 paintings. Æ will always deserve to be remembered as
one of Ireland’s greatest artists

Marble Hill Strand
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A Mystical Figure

Figures by a Moonlit Sea

ONE

OF IRELAND’S

GREATEST POETS

‘I regard Æ as the greatest of the Irish Poets, and believe that far
more recognition is due to him’.
LORD EDWARD DUNSANY
Æ has been very favourably compared with Wordsworth, Keats,
Shelley and other great poets due to the depth and range of
symbolism, harmony and beauty evident in his work. His poetry is
highly complex, with subtle layers, resulting from a lifetime of study
and contemplation of ancient philosophies and Irish mythology,
and from his personal visionary experiences and spiritualism. Æ
published more than 300 poems.
Æ and W. B. Yeats dominated Ireland›s Literary Revival and
impacted hugely on the whole intellectual life of Ireland in their time.
They became the closest of friends from when they first met in May
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1884. Yeats was intent on becoming a painter but when he saw how
naturally brilliant Æ was at painting Yeats decided to become a
poet. The two of them began their long journey into poetry together.
From 1884 to 1887 Æ and Yeats spent most of their free time in
each other’s company reading and writing poetry. They explored
philosophies and mythologies and mysticism. They shared all of their
ideas on rhythms, language and subjects. Typical of their bond is a
story of Yeats running round to Æ’s house and pelting his window
with little pebbles. This woke the whole house up, thinking there was
an intruder, before realising it was only Yeats who could not wait till
morning to tell Russell how he had found a good ending for a poem.
For more than ten years Yeats was the only one of the pair to publish
any of the poems they were creating. So, of course Yeats became
a fairly well known poet before Æ even got started. Yeats and
others finally persuaded Æ to publish a first anthology in 1894. He
published a second in 1897 and by the turn of the century Æ was
widely regarded as one of the two great Irish poets. Russell produced
twelve more popular anthologies over the many years that followed.
He received numerous literary honours and was repeatedly invited to
tour America.
‘The most delicate and subtle poetry any Irishman of our time has
written’.
W. B. YEATS

LEADER

OF THE

CULTURAL REVIVAL

‘The father to three generations of Irish writers’.
FRANK O’CONNOR
Æ did all he could to support and encourage new talent – mentoring,
publicising, publishing, financing, advising, networking, defending,
etc.. His home became a meeting-place for everyone interested
in the literary, economic, political and artistic future of Ireland.
Artists, figures from high society, Irish revolutionaries, economists,
journalists, friends, revivalists, politicians, suffragettes, all called,
seeking his peculiar wisdom and to enjoy being entranced by his
inspirational and calming personality.
Æ came to be known as ‹The Sage of Ireland›. A title marvellously
underscored by French journalist, Simone Téry. She wrote:
Do you want to know about providence, the origin of the universe, the
end of the universe? Go to Æ.
Do you want to know about Gaelic literature? Go to Æ.
Do you want to know about the Celtic soul? Go to Æ.
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Do you want to know about Irish History? Go to Æ.
Do you want to know about the export of eggs? Go to Æ.
Do you want to know how to run society? Go to Æ.
If you find life insipid - Go to Æ.
If you need a friend - Go to Æ.
Æ’s brilliant intellect, realism and astonishing practicality drove the
evolving Irish literary revival. Contrary to what most people think,
it was Russell who created the Irish Theatre group that grew into
Yeats’ Abbey Theatre. Many of those given full credit along with
Yeats, such as Lady Gregory, Synge, Moore and Martyn were not
even involved when Æ began setting the wheels in motion, and Yeats
at first only played a peripheral role, having been pulled in by Æ.
Russell was unanimously elected as the first President of the theatre
group but, as was his way, he preferred to free up his own time
for other activities and let someone else take over who had more
personal ambition and interest. Accordingly, he passed it on to his
friend Yeats who brought in his people who had tried and failed years
before at creating a successful Irish theatre. He stayed on for a few
years as Vice-President to help steer it as it developed into the great,
world renowned Abbey Theatre. Russell’s play Deirdre is credited to
have been the spark that set the Irish dramatic movement alight.
Æ published many volumes of poetry as well as novels and numerous
essays. He helped many young Irish writers, such as Joyce, James
Stephens, Alice Milligan, Padraic Colum, Seumas O’Sullivan, Frank
O’Connor, Susan Mitchell, Seán O’Faolain and Patrick Kavanagh.
“Not only intellectual; he was warm-hearted, generous and enthusiastic.
He had a great zest for life, a great love for learning and the arts and a
tremendous faith in the destiny of Ireland. He had no personal vanity
or jealousy, so that he never saw in another man of genius a rival to
be hated and feared. He sought out and encouraged talent, so that the
atmosphere at his evenings was more like that of a seminary than that
of a literary salon.”
MURIEL MACDONAGH
‘I have known in my time some few undoubted geniuses. In none of
these have I found the beauty of genius as I have found it in George
Russell - Of him, more than anyone else I have ever known, I would
say, we shall never look on his like again’.
KATHERINE TYNAN
Australian author, Pamela Travers became very close to Æ in the
1920s as she began her writing career. They holidayed together many
times and he helped her to develop the characters, plots and stories
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which became the Mary Poppins’ books. Although he had never
accepted any financial gain for helping his protégés, he did accept a
share of her first Mary Poppins’ royalties in 1934 as he had been so
involved in the process. Pamela completely adored him and was with
him constantly towards the end of his life.

RADICAL ECONOMIC REFORMER
George Russell was a practical economist and a great economic
thinker. He wrote and published many texts that clearly outlined his
ideas for generating progressive opportunities in Ireland, including:
 Ireland and Tariff Reform 1909
 The Building up of a Rural Civilisation 1910
 Co-operation and Nationality 1912
 The Economics of Ireland 1920
 The Inner and the Outer Ireland 1921
For thirty years, Æ built the rural co-operative movement so that
farmers could support one another and not be kept in permanent
indebtedness and poverty by the parasitic breed of ruthless profiteers
he called ‘The Gombeen Men’. Æ developed the solutions that
made sustained progress possible and began to implement them.
He understood the mutual necessity of creating and maintaining a
successful rural community and city/town industry. He understood
that economic success and interdependency would be a valuable
tool in creating the bonds that build and unite a new society. He
recognised how a new Irish nation, harnessing the potential of the
industrial powerhouse North and the rural South, could generate
widespread wealth and economic stability. But this was lost when
partition was finalised. Collectively, Æ’s thoughts on social, political
and economic policies amounted to a clear plan to make Ireland a
secure and wealthy nation. In December 1915 Æ summed up his
writing in the Irish Homestead as follows:
‘In their totality, the articles which have appeared in the Irish
Homestead during the past six or seven years amount to a policy for
the nation.’
Æ›s ideas inspired socialist trades-union leaders such as James
Connolly and were later practiced by political and social thinkers
across Europe and America.
“Æ is the great and magnetic personality.”
JAMES CONNOLLY
It is quite ironic that while people close to US president, Franklin
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Roosevelt, especially Henry Wallace, were eager to benefit from
Russell’s expertise when they were ambitiously designing the ‘New
Deal’ programme, political leaders in Ireland were not equally
progressive.

THE VOICE

OF

REASON

IN A TIME OF

REVOLUTION

“Æ is a wonderful poet and a great man. Even George Moore cannot
say anything caddish about him. His paper was something special. He
wrote everything in it which mattered, and his stuff glimmered like a
candle-light against a background of intense darkness. I got the fancy,
when the Statesman stopped, that Ireland had gone out. He seemed
the only civil intelligence there!”
T. E. LAWRENCE
Æ›s power resided mostly in his pen. In addition to writing poetry,
drama and novels, Æ used prose, journalism, letters and articles
- placed in the press, pamphlets and speeches to address populist
issues or concerns of the day. In 1905 Æ became editor of the I.A.O.S.
journal and infused it with a vitality that made it famous across the
world. Russell began to offer advice on practically everything and
gradually inspired the next generation as his paper carried his
thoughts into homes across the land. Æ published hundreds of
thoughtful articles and booklets on the important social and political
subjects of the day, including:
 Letter - To the Masters of Dublin 1913
 The National Being 1916
 Thoughts for a Convention 1917
 A Plea for Justice 1920
 Ireland, Past and Future 1922
 Open Letter to the Irish Republicans 1922
 The Censorship in Ireland 1928

The 1917 Irish Convention picture showing the ninety-four convention
members sitting listening to Plunkett, while one, and only one other
person, is active in the room – AE Russell.
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It was Æ who proposed the 1917 Irish Convention, set everything in
motion and had his friend Horace Plunkett appointed as chairman.
Æ was on the ‘committee of nine’ established to thrash out the key
elements that could form the basis for agreement. Ironically, it is
Lloyd George who gets the credit for giving Ireland this last chance to
avoid partition, even though it was his own secretive behaviour that
ultimately scuppered the project.
In 1922 Æ was invited to become an Irish Senator but turned it
down as he believed he could be a stronger and more independent
voice outside the formal political structures. In 1923 George became
editor of the widely read weekly ‘Irish Statesman’ political journal.
Under his leadership it played a major role in advocating free speech
and setting the standard for debate among a new generation of Irish
intellectuals. Æ emphasised the healthiness of true-debate, as
opposed to the drive for all-out victory:
‘‘We do not derive the slightest pleasure from the society of those who
hold in all matters the same opinions as we do.’

SOCIO-POLITICAL VISIONARY
As a young man Æ was very aware of the drive for Irish Home-Rule
and the difficulties and opportunities it could bring. He, along with
Yeats and others became interested in developing a national Irish
identity that could underpin self-governance.
“If he convinced himself that any peculiar activity was desirable to the
public interest or in that of his friends, he had at once the ardour that
came to another from personal ambition.”
W. B. YEATS
Æ began to create a unique form of Irish art, and his efforts to create
a wide and strong Irish Literary foundation, support the art world
and establish an Irish theatre were all important aspects of this. He
realised that the large impoverished and uneducated masses would
need to be raised in both body and soul. They would need to be helped
and encouraged before they could reasonably be expected to use the
widening electoral franchise to good ends. Opportunity, success and
interdependency would advance this cause.
From around 1913 Æ became openly active in social and political
affairs. He challenged the outrageously cruel ‘Dublin lock-out’
strategy which aimed to prevent the creation of trade unions in
Ireland. Æ spoke at a mass meeting in the Albert Hall in support of
the beleaguered Dublin strikers. James Connolly was greatly inspired
by Æ›s writings on social development and on how to deal with the
exploitative attitude of many employers of the time. They became
close friends, and later, following the Easter Rising of 1916, while a
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great crowd was gathering outside Kilmainham Connolly was asking
Russell to look after his family.
As a committed pacifist, whose early writings had significantly
inspired Gandhi’s campaign of peaceful resistance, Æ had always
opposed violence. In the ‘Awakening of the fires’ published in 1894,
and numerous other prose articles Æ had called for new hero poets
to lead Ireland towards a bright dawn. He had inspired emotions and
beliefs, and now, even though he was friends with most of the Easter
Rising leaders – young poets and trade unionists, he did not support
the rebellion. He understood their motives and displayed respect for
their sacrifice in his poignant poem ‘Salutation’ penned within weeks
of the failed rebellion. Æ loved Ireland and wanted to create a new
nation that embraced all traditions, and in which everyone could be
proud to be Irish. After the Rising the political divisions in Ireland
became so extreme that Russell called for an Irish Convention of all
groups in Irish society as a last chance to avoid a disastrous split. Æ
published ‘Thoughts for a Convention’ in which he set out how this
could be achieved.
From 1918 Æ accepted that many undesirable realities would have
to run their course:
 Partition - creating a divided Ireland unable to realise its true
potential, and leaving a running sore that would result in problems
for the future.
 Violence - which he had comprehensively warned about then
occurred - The War of Independence, the Civil War, and eventually
the ‘New Troubles’ in Northern Ireland.
 A Republican controlled independent Irish state that would appear
to validate the Ulster Unionist’s concerns - The South did remain
largely impoverished, increasingly broke its ties with Britain, and
became an overt Catholic state.

WHAT INSPIRED GEORGE RUSSELL?
‘AE’s greatest achievement was the creation of his own character’
AE BIOGRAPHER HENRY SUMMERFIELD
Although school records show that Æ’s gift for language was present
from early childhood, it is unlikely that his teachers in Lurgan ever
imagined him becoming one of Ireland’s most accomplished writers.
However, he was nicknamed ‘The Genius’ at Rathmines, his next
school. This genius could have made himself the most eminent figure
in any of the roles he played. But, Æ saw himself more as a spiritual
being seeking to achieve self-perfection rather than power, wealth
or status. Accordingly, he used his great intellect primarily in the
service of others.
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Æ said; ‘If I raise myself, I raise the rest of the world’.
Æ applied his great intellect to religious understanding and
spirituality. He came to believe that every scripture and faith emanated
from the same one deity but many dogmatic religions were losing their
deepest contact with that source. Accordingly, he rejected the way
Christianity imposed limiting beliefs and social controls. Empowered
by continuous and strong visionary experiences, he traced his
own understandings right back to the source of all wisdoms and
essentially developed his own belief system. In 1888 Æ and Yeats
both became attracted to the new Theosophy Society and its fresh
blend of Eastern philosophy, mysticism and the occult. In 1891 they
joined its residential community at 3 Upper Ely Place in Dublin.
While others around him were seeking exhilaration from mystical
philosophies and occultism, he was seeking wisdom and explanations
for the spiritual visions he was truly experiencing. He came to believe
that we all live many lives as we journey towards gentleness in our
personality and the self-perfection of our soul. When we achieve this
we move on to a higher place, or heaven, or whatever anyone may
believe follows perfection in life. His core beliefs influenced everything
he did throughout his life. Many people regarded him as an angel or
saint.
“Æ is a great and holy man.”
PATRICK KAVANAGH
Towards the end of Æ’s fourth trip to America he became quite ill. He
made his way home and died four months later, under a full moon
in an English nursing home on 17th July 1935. George’s body was
brought back to Dublin, receiving a fly-over salute (which had never
happened before) and laid in state at 84 Merrion Square where he’d
had his main office for thirty years. The ‘Irish Times’ estimated that
half a million people turned out to mark his passing, there was a mile
long procession trailing his final journey to his modest burial place
beside Violet in Mount Jerome Cemetery.
Many biographical writers have referred to Russell’s generation, when
they were at their peak as:
“Æ, Yeats and the rest”

TWO

FINAL MEMORIES

“Æ›s noble life has now come to its peaceful and triumphant close.
When we say that by his death Ireland has lost the noblest of her
sons we state a fact. But the fact is understated. The world has lost a
poet whose song had its fountain in the heaven world, an artist who
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gave in his painting those things in nature which are revealed only
to the pure of heart, an Irishman whose patriotism was made great
and deep and noble by his contact with the deepest and most noble
thoughts from all countries. To those of us who had the great honour
of being counted amongst his friends there is, indeed, the anguish of
knowing that we will never again see the eyes, the hands, hear the
voice which brought peace and strength and comfort to so many - but
sorrow would be in a sense disloyalty.”
SEUMAS O SULLIVAN (AKA JAMES STARKEY, MARRIED TO ESTELLA SOLOMONS)

Æ›s grave at Mount Jerome Cemetery, Dublin
“Æ was a prophet out of an ancient age. He had a preoccupation
with the intangibles which give beauty and direction to life. He was
one of the finest, most gifted, and most colourful people I ever knew.
When I went to Europe in 1912 my grandfather made it the number
one order of business for me to visit Æ. Before I went he had me
read to him every day or two for half an hour from Æ’s editorials
as they appeared in the Irish Homestead. When he spoke it was like
hearing a symphony which you could not repeat, but you knew you
wanted to hear it again and that you were the better for it. Æ could
grip your closest attention as you listened steadily. Never anything but
the utmost humility, simplicity, sweetness and light. May God grant
that the Irish may be able to produce such a man again.”
USA VICE-PRESIDENT HENRY WALLACE

NOTE:
Brian McKernan is a former head-teacher, now historian, with an
expert knowledge of AE Russell. He recently discovered the previously
unknown location of the Russell family grave (AE’s Grandparents,
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Parents, Aunt and Sister) at St. Mark’s Church of Ireland Church in
Armagh City.

SUMMARY
George William Russell, better known as Æ, was born in Lurgan,
County Armagh in 1867. He became a giant of Irish culture and
public life throughout the period 1894-1935 as the new Irish nation
formed and emerged.
 He was seen at home and abroad as one of Ireland’s greatest visual
artists.
 He established the United Arts Club, was a founder of the
Metropolitan Art Gallery and exhibited the best of foreign art to
inspire young Irish artists. He even inspired the design of the
‘Starry Plough’ workers flag and the new Irish stamps and coinage.
 Æ was also renowned as one of Ireland’s greatest poets and
writers. He promoted new talent - James Joyce, Patrick Kavanagh,
Frank O Connor and P L Travers, the author of ‘Mary Poppins’.
Æ and William Butler Yeats were collaborators and friends for 50
years.
 Æ was the most influential figure in the Irish Literary and Cultural
Revival from 1890s - 1930s. He founded the National Irish Theatre
Society, later known as The Abbey Theatre.
 As secretary of the Irish Agricultural Organisation Society (I.A.O.S.)
AE transformed rural economics in Ireland. His expertise on rural
affairs and cooperation was admired by Gandhi and in Europe
and the USA. It inspired Roosevelt’s New Deal Programme.
 Æ was renowned for his wisdom and rational approach - an
economic and political thinker ahead of his time. As editor of ‘The
Irish Homestead’ and ‘Irish Statesman’ Æ was Ireland’s most
influential social, political and literary commentator for 25 years.
 Æ’s rich charismatic personality resulted in his home and his
office becoming the centre of the Irish Renaissance for thirty years.
Everyone called for his advice - writers, suffragettes, politicians,
artists, revolutionaries, poets, economists, journalists etc.
 Æ was a key figure in the early Irish State. He believed that
Ireland utilizing the talents of all could become an economic and
social success, and a force for good in the world. He was a lifelong
pacifist who inspired Gandhi’s non-violent approach.
 Æ was not privileged like many of his friends and admirers.
He insisted on working for a living and refused many lucrative
financial offers and honours including a seat in the Irish Senate.
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THE GENESIS

OF

PARTITION:

THE CHANGING POLITICAL LANDSCAPE
ULSTER 1914–18
BY

IN

JOHNNY DOOHER, FULS

The 1918 General Election in Ireland has been widely described as
revolutionary and far reaching in changing the political landscape in
the country. Sinn Fein, with its demand for a Republic and an end to
British authority in Ireland had won an overwhelming majority of the
parliamentary seats throughout most of the country and was soon to
set up an embryonic Dail administration to duplicate and eventually
replace the British structures. Little attention was paid initially to the
fact that Unionists had won 58% of the vote in Ulster and finished
with 23 out of the 37 seats available there. Looking at what was to
become the six county area of Northern Ireland the unionist margin
was even more overwhelming; there the unionist return of 22 out of
a total of 29 appeared to signify a largely homogenous unionist area
that had rejected nationalist ideas on the future. Had such a position
been foreseen by the British government or by the republican Sinn
Fein movement that had been swept into power throughout the rest of
Ireland. Civil war had been threatened in the period of 1912-14 when
the mildly nationalistic Home Rule bill had been proposed and how
far had this opposition been taken into consideration by December
1918? Were the tentative suggestions of the Irish Convention of
just nine months previously being totally ignored in this election for
the future? Were there any signs that the language of division had
lessened in the period 1914-18? A survey of elections and political
divisions in Ulster in the period might suggest that there were few
grounds for optimism or celebration.

ELECTION CONTESTS

IN

WEST ULSTER

BEFORE

1914

Elections in a number of marginal constituencies in Ulster had
traditionally been strongly contested in general and by-elections and
margins of victory were sometimes in single figures. The two general
elections in 1910 had seemed to guarantee the claims of Ireland for
self government, or Home Rule as it was then described, with 86
of the Irish MPs out of a total of 105 supporting a mild measure
of devolution. In Ulster, however, the balance was very close, with
17 MPs being classified as Unionists out of a total representation
from the province of 33. This changed somewhat in early 1913 in a
by-election in Derry City when a Liberal Party representative, David
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Hogg, won the seat with the support of the nationalist vote switching
the balance of parliamentary representation in favour of nationalists;
it had been common practice for nationalists in Ulster to support
a Liberal or Independent candidate in constituencies where the
margin between nationalists and unionists was close. Shane Leslie,
a Protestant member of the Irish Parliamentary Party, had contested
the Derry seat in both 1910 elections but lost by relatively narrow
margins of 58 and 105 votes.
A similar closeness of voting allegiances was evident in North Tyrone
and the decision of the local Catholic leadership – with parish priests
playing a prominent role – to reach an agreement with the Liberal
party leaders in the constituency to share the representation of
the constituency in future elections achieved immediate success in
1895 with the defeat of the sitting Unionist member. The political
bargaining, ‘the sale of North Tyrone’ as it was termed was constantly
condemned at election times but did nothing to change the ‘colour’ of
the representation. There were some close shaves in 1906 and in a byelection in 1907 when the unionist candidate was a Catholic barrister,
Denis Henry, later to become attorney General for Northern Ireland in
1921, with the margin of victory for the Protestant nationalist barrister
down to single figures. In the two general elections in 1910 there was
no change in the representation but another by-election in 1911 saw
a very close contest between the liberal/nationalist candidate and
the unionist nominee, E.C. Herdman, a local linen manufacturer. In
this case the liberal/nationalist candidate was Thomas W Russell,
a unionist member for South Tyrone from 1886 until 1910 when
he was deselected, largely as a result of his anti landlord views and
support for compulsory tenant land purchase. Russell was, however,
a strange choice and it appears that his nomination was sponsored
by a member of the Catholic hierarchy and strongly pushed by the
Liberal government in Britain. In the run up to the election the
Hibernians had threatened to refuse to support Russell because of
his strong anti nationalist rhetoric in his unionist phase and Joe
Devlin was forced to travel to the constituency to ensure that the
AOH toed the party line and brought about a narrow victory for the
Liberal candidate.

PARTITION

AS A POSSIBLE SOLUTION TO A DEEPLY DIVIDED

ULSTER

In 1914 the question of how the Home Rule Bill that had been
introduced into Parliament in 1912 was to be implemented had risen
near the top of the political agenda, especially by the early summer
of that year. The Liberal government had been searching for a way of
granting Home Rule to Ireland while getting around the determined
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opposition to the measure from Unionists in Ulster, Ireland and
Britain. In the spring of 1914 it appeared that some progress was
being made with the idea of the ‘Exclusion’ of unionist areas from the
Home Rule Bill. The question then arose as to what areas should be
‘excluded’ and for how long — a temporary measure or permanently.
Under pressure from John Redmond and with the hesitant approval
of Ulster nationalists the maximum area for exclusion would be the
four counties of Antrim, Down, Armagh and Londonderry where there
were unionist majorities; but this was only to be for a defined period
of years. Unionist demands had initially been for the exclusion of the
historic province of Ulster but this was never more than a bargaining
proposition. Yet their apparent determination to fight rather than
accept Home Rule had been reinforced by the organisation of the
Ulster Volunteer Force and its arming in the landing of German
manufactured weapons in April of 1914. This intensified a nationalist
counter movement and in places like Tyrone, south Derry and
south Armagh local branches of the Irish Volunteers sprang up in
a determined show of opposition to any partition. A further effort at
reaching agreement on an acceptable area of exclusion from Home
Rule was made in July 1914 at a conference called by the king at
Buckingham Palace but here the issue got bogged down on how
much of Tyrone or Fermanagh should be excluded along with the
four north eastern counties from any Home Rule settlement; within a
short period the talks collapsed without conclusion and with no sign
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of further negotiations. The outbreak of World War 1 was greeted
in some quarters with a sense of relief. In places like Strabane and
Omagh the call up of reservists in August 1914 was treated like a
victory of sorts; joint parades of Ulster and Irish Volunteers who had
been called up for active service marched together to the railway
stations and were waved off by cheering crowds from both political
persuasions. Home Rule or Partition could wait till the war in Europe
was over. Then came 1916 and the rude awakening.
Police reports from the northern counties had signified a growing
presence for the anti War Irish Volunteers by late 1915 and the early
months of 1916 but with little realistic prospect of rebellious activity.
In March the police reported on a violent confrontation between Irish
Volunteers and the AOH at a concert/dance near Carrickmore but
with no suggestion that anti government activity was imminent and
it remained that way right up to the events in Dublin in Easter Week.
An emigrant returning from America and with a message from Clan
na Gael to Tom Clarke and the IRB was shadowed on his journey
from Liverpool to Dublin to Tyrone but did not merit arrest. Dr Pat
McCartan, a well-known IRB leader from Carrickmore was being
well watched for signs of rebellious activity but even his sudden visit
to Dublin on the Thursday before Easter week did not spark any
arrests. Within days the rebellion had passed on and there seemed
little evidence of imminent upheaval with local newspaper coverage
generally muted and largely condemnatory of the attempted rebellion.
Things changed, however, with the ongoing executions in Dublin
and the political reactions from a worried government. Asquith’s
decision, under prompting from the Irish Party, to seek agreement
on the implementation of the Home Rule Act that had been put into
cold storage on the outbreak of War was to bring to the surface the
simmering divisions of 1914 and seriously weaken the hold of the
Irish Party over nationalist Ulster

THE 1916 NEGOTIATIONS –

A SELL OUT?

Under pressure from Redmond and from the US Asquith sought
a means of placating Irish nationalist opinion in the aftermath of
1916 and appointed David Lloyd George as the cabinet minister most
likely to bring the conflicting sides in Ireland together. This resulted
in an offer of implementing Home Rule for Ireland as a war time
measure but with the temporary exclusion of the Six County area of
Ulster; the implication was that a final agreement in the post-War
world might reduce the area to be excluded or make some alternative
arrangements. There was strong opposition from places like Tyrone,
Fermanagh and Derry City to their exclusion from a Home Rule
100

LOCAL HISTORY JOURNAL 2018

settlement and other leaders of the Home Rule movement argued
against the proposal. Redmond, however, insisted on going ahead
and called a meeting of Ulster nationalist representatives at Belfast in
July to seek their approval to proceed with negotiations. The Catholic
bishops led the opposition to the proposed scheme and clergy in the
western counties of the province were prepared to publicly challenge
Redmond’s call. At the conference Redmond, helped by Joe Devlin and
with the support of many of the clergy in Down, Armagh and Antrim
strongly urged acceptance of this ‘temporary’ partition claiming that
it would be helpful in the longer term and necessary in order to bring
stability to a post Rising Ireland. This ‘Black Friday’ decision to agree
the temporary partition of Ulster in the interest of having Home Rule
implemented for the rest of the country was bitterly attacked at the
meeting and proved a serious weakening of the Irish Party’s approval
in west Ulster.
Problems soon arose over what had been agreed, with unionists
claiming that the agreement was to be permanent while nationalists
had been led to believe it was only until the War ended. There had
been some strong opposition also at the Ulster Unionist Council
meeting to the proposals and the representatives from Cavan,
Monaghan and Donegal felt that they were being sacrificed in an
effort to bring in Home Rule with which they deeply disagreed. With
Lloyd George’s unwillingness to confirm the temporary nature of the
scheme Redmond withdrew his approval and the proposed settlement
collapsed — but with much loss of face by the nationalist leadership;
they had compromised on the earlier insistence that Home Rule must
apply to the whole country and even this latest compromise had been
rejected by unionists. There had been a drift away from the Irish
Party since the beginning of the War but now a rival movement was
set up in Tyrone, Fermanagh and Derry City to call for a mobilization
of nationalist opposition to any partition of the country.

REJECTION

OF THE

MODERATES –

THE IRISH

NATION LEAGUE

The Irish Nation League, strongly supported in many areas by the
Catholic clergy and with the whole hearted approval of Bishop
McHugh of Derry, was envisaged as an alternative to the earlier
United Irish League branches which had provided the local strength
of the nationalist movement. It was strongly critical of the Irish
Party leadership and sought without much success to become
established as the true voice of nationalism by expanding into
other areas. Originally named the anti Partition League the Nation
League drew much of its strength from the uncritical support of
the weekly nationalist newspapers in the ‘Herald’ group, covering
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north and west Tyrone, Fermanagh and Derry City. A number of its
early activists had been leading figures in the Home Rule movement
at local level and they moved slowly towards accommodation with
the more radical elements who had emerged following the Rising.
In early 1917 Irish Nation League leaders helped in the campaign
for the election of Count Plunkett in North Roscommon in February
1917 and reports in the ‘Herald’ newspapers highlighted the rejoicing
in towns like Omagh and Strabane following his victory over the
Irish Party candidate while the success of Eamon De Valera in East
Clare in July of that year was celebrated as a major victory for the
new nationalism that was then spreading throughout Ireland. The
Nation League, however, had as a movement become irrelevant at
this stage, unable to compete with the aura of the Rising attached
to Sinn Fein, but it had provided a bridge between the disgruntled
former Irish Party men and the emerging radical leadership of Sinn
Fein. The Irish Convention and the exclusion of the Nation League
from participation in its discussions signalled the end of this anti
Partition party, with the more politically motivated members making
the jump to Sinn Fein in the autumn of 1917. The unification of
the Irish Volunteer leadership, the Count Plunkett followers and
the Griffith semi-constitutional movement into a unified Republican
orientated Sinn Fein in October 1917 left a clear fight between the
constitutional nationalists and the new Republican party for the
leadership of Ireland in the years ahead. Ulster and its quarrel with
Unionism was dropped from sight for the moment.

WHO REPRESENTS NATIONALIST ULSTER!
The Conscription Crisis of April 1918 has been seen as the catalyst
that guaranteed Sinn Fein success in the 1918 election and it is
difficult to disagree with such an analysis. And yet for a period in
the spring of that year it did not look so certain. Certainly Sinn Fein
had recorded a number of electoral victories over the Irish Party
throughout 1917 but Ulster was showing restiveness in two by
elections in the early part of 1918. First off was Armagh South in
February when Dr Charles O’Neill’s death provided the opportunity
for the initial contest in Ulster between the two nationalist parties.
The Irish Party put forward a strong local candidate, Patrick Donnelly
and Sinn Fein nominated Tyrone doctor, Patrick McCartan, an IRB
man and leading light in the pre Rising preparations: he had served
a period of imprisonment in 1917 that provided the necessary aura
of sacrifice. The result was a fairly comfortable victory for Donnelly,
though not a particularly enthusiastic endorsement and the Sinn
Fein local press claimed it as a result of the unionist candidate
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withdrawing and instructing his followers to support Donnelly. But
this was followed by another by election, this time in East Tyrone
where there had been a growing republican presence during the
previous months. The vacancy resulted from the death of the Irish
Party leader, John Redmond, in early March and the decision of his
son, Captain W. A. Redmond, to transfer from his seat in East Tyrone
to his father’s constituency in Waterford. The younger Redmond had
been member for East Tyrone since December 1910, having replaced
Tomas A. Kettle who had won the constituency in a by election in July
1906, before being persuaded to vacate the seat to make way for the
leader’s son. A local candidate, Thomas J.S. Harbison, who had been
active in the Irish Party for a number of years and who had actually
opposed the party leadership at the Belfast Conference in July 1916
over the exclusion of Tyrone as part of the proposed Lloyd George
deal, was opposed by the Sinn Fein nominee, Sean Milroy, a growing
figure in the more militarist wing of the party. Once again the Irish
Party success was written off as the result of Unionism refraining
from contesting the election and did not appear to bode well for future
electoral victory on a revised electoral register; there was little doubt,
however, that many people were worried about the partition issue
and felt that the Irish Party, with their continued representation in
the British Parliament, would be an added safeguard against the
exclusion of Ulster from a self governing Ireland.

CONSCRIPTION

AND

GERMANS

The hopes of the moderates were, however, destroyed by a series
of events in the following months, beginning with the decision by
PM Lloyd George in April to implement conscription in Ireland to
meet the onslaught of the Ludendorff Offensive that threatened to
overrun Allied positions on the Western Front. This decision ended
the meetings of the Irish Convention which had held out some hope
of an agreed solution to Irish divisions on self government and
perhaps remove the threat of Partition. The decision of the Irish
Party to withdraw from Westminster and join in a broad alliance
of groups pledged to resist conscription by all means possible, was
seen by many as a late but necessary conversion to an active anti
British policy very much in tune with what had been advocated for a
considerable period by Sinn Fein. A new short lived coalition emerged
under the Mansion House Committee to conduct a programme of
passive resistance towards British authority and the Catholic
Hierarchy as well as local priests became the regional and local
leaders of mobilization and defiance. Irish Labour organised a one
day general strike and achieved a considerable measure of support
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through large parts of the country; tellingly, however, the call for
action won little support in the North and seemed to suggest that
partition was rapidly become a reality, especially in the Protestant
majority counties. The fact that there was such a degree of unanimity
elsewhere in Ireland made the imposition of conscription at that
stage impossible while doing much to poison relationships between
British politicians and Irish nationalist leaders. The Tory press was
outraged at the near unanimity of the Irish opposition but the main
focus of their ire was the Irish Party leadership and the Catholic
hierarchy. Even a moderate Home Rule measure was now seen by
many as an impossible surrender to potential enemies of Britain in
her time of need: the needs of the war had to come first. Historian
Pauric Travers is forthright in his assessment – ‘the Conscription
crisis was an unmitigated disaster for the constitutional nationalists.
Their ‘generosity’ in committing Ireland to the War in 1914 returned
to haunt them’.
The recognition of the impossibility of enforcing conscription against
a mobilized campaign of opposition led to a postponement of the
measure and provided an opportunity for a last effort at voluntary
mobilization. There had to be a measure of punishment, however,
for the defiance of the government and thus the decision was made
to arrest a number of the most prominent Sinn Fein leaders at local
level. This creating of Sinn Fein martyrs over the alleged German Plot
was a demonstration of who government saw as the most difficult
opponents and heralded the effective demise of the Irish Party as a
political force, though that would only be confirmed at the general
election in December. Half-hearted efforts were made in the period
from June to October to raise 50,000 Irish troops through a highly
publicized country wide campaign spearheaded by Lord French,
the recently appointed military overlord but the German collapse in
September 1918 made further recruitment unnecessary and obviated
the need to explain away the low figure of less than 10,000 who had
signed up. Thoughts had now turned to the post War settlements and
to the general election due when the fighting ended.

PREPARING

FOR

ELECTIONS

The Representation of the People Act of 1918 tripled the Irish
electorate, with many of the new voters being younger people and
those who had previously been denied the franchise because of their
relative poverty; women over the age of thirty were also added to
the electorate for the first time. In addition to the new voters there
was a redrawing of electoral boundaries and some constituencies
disappeared or were merged in neighbouring divisions. Tyrone lost
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one constituency and the remaining three were reallocated into
larger areas. North Tyrone and West Tyrone were merged into a new
North West constituency while the new North East Tyrone included
an area from the old West Tyrone division. Local calculations had
evaluated the prospects and it was widely expected that two of the
areas would return a nationalist representative while South Tyrone
would probably be held by the Unionists. Planning for the election
had begun since the late summer while editorials and reports from
the local press suggested that the party leaderships were already
eyeing up their hoped for successes. The ‘Unionist’ newspaper in
North Tyrone, the Strabane Weekly News, was perhaps guilty of a
little piece of ‘stirring’ by claiming ‘on very reliable information’ as
early as August 1918 that the Sinn Fein organisation in Strabane
had selected local activist, Daniel Doherty, imprisoned since the time
of the alleged German Plot, as their candidate in the forthcoming
general election; it went on to suggest that ‘the selection of a Sinn
Fein candidate is a happy omen for the Unionists who are quietly
waiting and watching the course of events’. That report possibly
alarmed SF headquarters sufficiently to force a closer adherence to
central direction and the repeated insistence was that the election
had to be a straight contest in each constituency on the principle
of national self determination no matter what the cost might be in
marginal seats. It became clear that the Dillon-led Irish Party was
poorly organised for electoral contests and Sinn Fein went ahead in
October, nominating their prospective representatives in many of the
constituencies.

ELECTION MANAGEMENT 1918
It seems highly likely that the SF candidates were selected at central
level, with instructions sent out to carry through the necessary
arrangements in the constituencies. From the start there appeared
to be some hesitation in publicly announcing candidates for areas
like East Tyrone where the sitting Irish Party MP, T.J. S. Harbison,
was likely to be well supported. He made his views known to Dillon in
a strongly worded letter insisting that local nationalists had worked
hard to establish their position in the constituency and assured his
leader that he could defeat his Sinn Fein opponent even in a three
cornered contest. But the announcement that Professor Eoin McNeill
had been selected as prospective Sinn Fein candidate in Derry City
seemed to arouse the anger of Bishop McHugh and led to his public
call for a seat arrangement there and in other constituencies in West
Ulster. McHugh had been seen by many as supportive of Sinn Fein
and had publicly backed their rejection of the Irish Convention, as
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well as having played
a prominent role in the
setting up of the Irish
Nation League in 1916.
He argued, however,
that there should have
been consultations with
acknowledged local leaders
before any selections
were made and insisted
that
the
defeat
of
Unionism
was
more
important than seeking
support for alternative
nationalist programmes
— ‘the main differences
between Sinn Fein and
the Irish Party were
over details rather than
on principles’. Pressure
appears also to have
come from local areas
and in Strabane a ‘unity’
conference was held
under clerical leadership with representatives from the two political
parties and from parish independents.
A local Labour leader had called for his party to be represented in
place of the weakened Irish Party but without any success at this
stage. And this unity conference was supported by a joint letter in
the local press from two locally well known Sinn Fein representatives
from different parts of the constituency, calling for agreement from
the parties for a church gate organised plebiscite under clerical
supervision as to whether Sinn Fein or the Irish Party should contest
the seat in the forthcoming election. That was a non-runner from the
start and had been rejected during the Cavan by election in June
of that year when Arthur Griffith had defeated a seemingly strong
Irish Party candidate. It had done him no harm that he had been
imprisoned before polling day over the alleged German Plot and no
doubt he would achieve similar success in North West Tyrone at this
stage due to his continued imprisonment.
Eventually the issue of an agreed nationalist pact on seats was
extended to the potentially most endangered parts of Ulster and
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Cardinal Logue was persuaded to oversee the allocation of eight of the
most-at-risk constituencies in the counties of Down, Armagh, Tyrone
and Fermanagh as well as Derry City. Four each were allocated to
each party and seven of those on the list performed as expected:
the exception was East Down where local Irish Party leaders refused
to surrender what they considered theirs by right of their previous
work in this ‘new’ constituency and a unionist was elected in a three
way contest. In other areas the agreement appeared to have worked
well, with Harbison having support from local Sinn Fein leaders in
the North East Tyrone constituency and reciprocation was extended
in the non-allocated division of North Fermanagh where the Sinn
Fein candidate was only narrowly defeated by his unionist opponent.
Griffith faced strong Unionist opposition in North West Tyrone but
a determined Sinn Fein organisation and supporting speakers from
Dublin headquarters ensured his comfortable victory. The role of the
local clergy was also of considerable significance, especially where
some of the nationalist voters might be wavering in their approval for
the imposed candidate, though it has to be emphasised that priestly
involvement had long been accepted as part of the electoral process.
One other agreed constituency was that of East Donegal where there
had been a sizeable unionist vote in previous elections and this seat
was retained by the outgoing Irish Party member, Edward Kelly with
over four thousand votes cast for his unionist opponent. And left out
of the division was the Falls constituency in Belfast where Eamon de
Valera unsuccessfully contested the seat against Joe Devlin; he had,
however, been elected in two other constituencies — East Cavan and
East Clare – without a contest.

STALEMATE

OR PRECURSOR TO

1921

OR

2018?

What did the results mean and how far did they forward the project
of an Irish Republic free from British control. The local SF press
acclaimed the results overall in Ireland as ‘The Old Order Passeth’
and proclaimed that they ‘had won the battle for unrestricted selfdetermination in Ireland’ while Richard McGhee, redundant MP for
Mid Tyrone was much less hopeful: ‘the elections had decisively
extinguished all hope of self government for the next twenty five
years’. In Ulster Unionists had won 58% of the total vote and 23 out
of the total 37 seats there; Sinn Fein returned 10 members with the
Irish Party winning 5. The position was much different, however, in
what was to become the six county state of Northern Ireland. There
the Unionist return of 22 out of a possible total of 29 seemingly
demonstrated the overwhelming unionist leanings of the area and
made the incorporation of the six county area into an Irish Republic
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a political impossibility in the context of British politics at the time.
The Irish Convention had been trying to arrive at some consensus on
a continued unitary state based on retaining close ties with Britain
through membership of the Commonwealth. The election of the 73
Sinn Fein representatives at the 1918 election had decisively rejected
that option. Were the problems recognised or ignored as insoluble
at the time? The holy grail of a Republic was put forward as the
Irish demand but what was to happen to the unionist people mainly
concentrated in Ulster? How was the stalemate to be broken? One
hundred years on the issue is still very much a live one.
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SHARING

AND

CARING
BY

FOR

LOCAL HISTORY

DOREEN MCBRIDE

Children are our heritage. Our future lies in their hands and local
historians are custodians of the past. It is vital historians feel a sense
of responsibility towards, and share, their knowledge with children
or it will be lost.
Our traditional stories are disappearing and with them the close
connection between teller and listener. That is harmful because our
stories have been honed through the centuries and can have an
astonishing effect. They develop sensitivity, powers of concentration,
morality, imagination, the ability to empathise, as well as the
possibility of allowing subconscious fears to be expressed in a safe
environment.
Tales about famous people who have achieved greatness in the past
can prove inspirational.
Medical science is beginning to appreciate the value of herbal cures
just as they become another endangered feature of our past.
In isolated parts of the country, such as parts of County Tyrone,
people held herbal cures in greater regard than the local doctor. That
attitude still prevails there and possibly in other parts of Ireland.
Appreciation of the built environment, including ancient monuments,
results in fewer acts of vandalism and deeper knowledge leads to
the realisation that in every human situation there is good and bad.
Grasping that simple fact has a peaceful effect making past troubles
less likely to be exploited for political ends.
Having decided our local history is worth retaining and passing on
the question arises of how can that be done?
Different situations lead to different solutions. Descriptions of what I
found successful will not necessarily work elsewhere.
I realise others are doing fantastic work and what I have to say is
unbalanced because it is restricted by the bounds of my knowledge.
That is particularly true regarding the North/South divide. I live in
County Down and have little knowledge of what is happening across
the border. I apologise for my deficiencies and would be delighted if
others would share their experience.
Today children live in a disposable world dominated by smart
phones and computers. As a result there is fierce competition for
their attention. They love gory details. That fact has been used to
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good effect by Terry Deary in the popular ‘Horrible Histories’ series,
illustrated by Martin Brown and published by Scholastic Press.
Talk about The Great Famine and children look bored but describe
the effects of sewage laden water and how, in large conurbations,
200 people might use one stinking midden in the street and open to
public view. Or give vivid descriptions of the effects of water-borne
diseases such as cholera and typhoid, and the majority of children
will make sounds of disgust, but listen intently. The seven seater
dry toilet in my great-grandfather’s cow shed is particularly popular
as are tales of punishments meted out for trivial crimes and the
disgusting, germ-laden mouthparts of the housefly!
Children like making things. Many local historians have skills they
could teach and, with the help of a trained teacher, could use them
to arouse interest in the past.
Schools are restricted by the national curriculum and also by time,
however, there are some energetic, imaginative teachers who are
willing to step restrictions and truly educate their pupils. I have been
fortunate to stumble, by chance, upon several such individuals. If
you find such a teacher you are home and dry, apart from the effort
required.
The only advice I can give when approaching a school is get a copy
of the curriculum, see if any part of it appeals to you then talk to the
Principal. Stress how you can tie information down to the locality
and be aware that there are certain times of the year when schools
may be more willing to welcome outsiders. Teachers are so busy
in September and at the beginning and end of each term they are
unlikely to have time to think about new ideas so it is wise to time an
approach made to a school.
I find here, in the North, there tends to be a window of opportunity to
work with pupils from the beginning of January until about half way
through June when 11-12 year old Primary School Children have
finished the Transfer Procedure and the Christmas festivities have
ended.
During 1999 I was contacted by Stephen Wilson, the then VicePrincipal of Edenderry Primary School, Banbridge, who said, “I have
the best class I’ve ever had and I’m bored stiff by what I usually do at
this time of the year. Basically I want to attempt something different.
Would you help us write a book about local history to celebrate
National Year of Reading?’
It seemed a good idea at the time! The children themselves have
described their methodology below in the extract taken from the book
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they produced, ‘Step into the Past’.

IN THE BEGINNING
We, the pupils in Mr. Wilson’s P7 class in Edenderry Primary School,
Banbridge, having done our transfer procedure, felt like having some
fun and doing something useful.
Mr. Wilson suggested we celebrate National Year of Reading by
writing a book about life in the Bann in the past. We thought that
was a great idea and went and talked to our headmaster, Mr. R.
Wilson. He is always talking about the past. He seemed very pleased
about the idea, said he would help and suggested we contact Doreen
McBride, who is on our Board of Governors and is a locally based
writer, storyteller and publisher. She thought it was a great idea and
said she would love to be involved.
We began by listening to our headmaster’s stories about growing up
in Banbridge. Doreen told us about her childhood and said she had
collected memories from a few people around Banbridge, which she
would share with us. Mrs Pamela Johnstone came in and told the
class about her memories of May Day, then she very kindly wrote
them down for us and we visited the Ulster American Folk Park to see
what life was like in the past.
We did original research by taking a questionnaire home with a
list of questions to ask old people. Some of the things our grannies
and grandads said really surprised us. After that we started writing
things down and sorting them into an order. It was very interesting,
especially when grownups got carried away with their memories and
started writing them down too.’
Mr. Wilson’s P7
I visited the school one afternoon every school week from January
until June.
Stephen and I felt it was important for the children to have ownership
of their book. We did our best to encourage and guide them and every
decision made was a democratic one taken by a class vote. Some liked
to work alone, others in a group. They organised themselves to work
in a way in which they felt comfortable. They obtained photographs
from local historians and illustrated the text with their own black
and white line drawings. It was difficult to get pupils to produce pen
or pencil drawings because they like colouring things in! (another
fact that may be used to interest children in the past). Explanation
concerning the constraints of cost in book publication regarding ink
and paper proved necessary. (Generally speaking each page is 1/16
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of a printer’s sheet of paper, so the pages in a book are usually in
multiples of 16.)
The work produced was edited, with the help of the pupils and the
restrictions in mind. As ‘Senior’ editor I was faced with hundreds of
pages of writing that made fascinating, but disorganised, reading.
I nearly had hysterics and told the class I thought the information
should be organised into chapters.
They were furious! They said, “Our work will be lost!’ I said, ‘No it
won’t! If you have one line in a chapter your name will be on it.’ They
agreed, we discussed chapter headings and cut up a print out of the
material. They helped me to put it in order with Sellotape holding
bits together. I went home and cut and pasted their work on my
computer.
The process of formulating chapters was very time consuming, the
first chapter was the worst because it was necessary to trawl through
so much information. The process became easier as it proceeded.
Individual chapters were taken back to the pupils, read and their
comments were incorporated. If more than one person had written
the same thing about a subject we either amalgamated the work, or
decided together whose work should be chosen.
The process proved of benefit because some of the children produced
a lot of written work, others very little and that was not obvious. Every
child could proudly point to at least one page containing information
s/he had written.
A competition was held to design the book cover. The result had an
almost magical effect on the winner. Up until then she had been
a quiet child, who made little, if any contribution in class. She
suddenly blossomed, filled with confidence and began partaking
enthusiastically.
Personally I was disappointed with the eventual appearance of the
book. The concept behind the original cover design was the outer
section should be dark green, becoming lighter as it moved towards a
large white central portion. In other words it was leading towards the
light. The cover did not have sufficient contrast because there wasn’t
enough time to do a final proof-reading. The printers, Banbridge
Chronicle did sterling work. They had the book printed and bound
within a week of receiving the manuscript! As far as printers go they
should be in the Guinness Book of Records!
I purposely kept my name off the book. I didn’t write it and didn’t
want to claim credit for it. The printers thought that was an omission
and added it. I apologised to the class and one of the boys said, ‘Don’t
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worry. Your name will help sell it.’ The class, thankfully, agreed and
did not appear upset.
All the pupils were delighted to receive a copy and it had surprising
side effects on both pupils and parents. One of the boys asked, ‘Did
you get Banbridge Chronicle to sell our book?’ I confessed I hadn’t.
He said, ‘They should sell it. They printed it. I’ll see to it.’
He did! Several days later I had a phone call from David Hodgett,
one of the owners of Banbridge Chronicle, who said, ‘Doreen we had
a visit from young buck who bullied me into selling P7’s book! You
know we don’t sell books! Well, it’s in the window and I’ve agreed to
advertise it, for free, and give the school the profits. That lad will go
far. Please don’t send me any more like him. I really do not want to
sell books!’’
The same lad also bullied the book-buyer in Eason’s in Rushmere’s
Shopping Centre, Craigavon, into buying books and, and this is a
big AND, paying up front! Books are usually sold on a sale or return
basis!
One parent reported that his daughter had dragged him into a book
shop. He’d never been in one before and had found it fascinating!
Those former P7 pupils have grown up and have children of their
own. Anytime I bump into one of them ‘their book’ is mentioned. I’ve
been assured it’s treasured and the present P7 teachers still use it
and say they find it invaluable.
Banbridge Council gave a grant towards the book’s production and
the Southern Education and Library Board could not have been more
helpful. A debt of gratitude is also owed to Banbridge Chronicle. Davis
Hodgett told me other work was neglected to get the book out on
time. Stephen and I have admitted to each other we neglected things
we should have been doing to concentrate on the book! In retrospect
we both felt we couldn’t let the pupils down! They were exceptional,
as was their teacher.
The circumstances involved in the production of a 64 page book,
with perfect binding, a proper ISBN number and 30,000 words in five
months are unlikely to be repeated. However, it is possible to send
pupils home with a questionnaire to obtain information about the
past. One of the present P7 teachers, Tom Moore, has been collecting
information on a variety of different subjects including folklore, folk
cures and the linen industry. They have a collection of interesting
information which may be possible to collate sometime in the future.
Perhaps local history societies could collate, and publish, information
gleaned from schools in their districts?
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Different classes display different talents. The above class liked
writing. Another P7 was not literary minded. They were keen
actors, who liked dressing up. A street-play, ‘Ghosts from the Great
Famine’ was written about how the famine affected the population in
Banbridge.
The old work-house records disappeared, with the exception of one
book containing the names of thirteen inmates. The play incorporated
those names and built on the scanty information about them. The
class consisted of 29 pupils and a part was developed for each one.
The play is constructed in such a way that in future parts may be
easily deleted from, or added to the script, if necessary.
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ATHY

AND THE
BY

SPANISH FLU 1918

FRANK TAAFFE

On 6th July, 1918, The Nationalist and Leinster Times reported
that many people in the county of Kildare were suffering from an
influenza which was raging in many parts of the county. Six persons
from Umeras, Monasterevin were affected and brought to the Fever
Hospital in Athy where two of them later died. These were the first
reports in the local newspapers of what would become known as the
Spanish Flu, an outbreak of which was first noted in Belfast on 10th
June, 1918. A week after the first Nationalist and Leinster Times
report, the same paper under the headline, ‘Influenza Plague’ claimed
that the influenza was spreading ‘alarmingly’. Ten days later the Irish
Independent under the headline ‘Mysterious Scourge is Spreading’
reported that a virulent infectious disease resembling influenza in its
symptoms had spread rapidly through Belfast. The report continued:
‘Doctors recommend victims to take to bed as soon as signs appear
and to remain there ‘til the traces go, as there have been cases of fatal
relapses.’
The Irish Independent of 3rd December, 1918, would report that
the first cases that Dr. T.J. Browne, Medical Inspector to the Local
Government Board met outside Dublin were in Athy about the end of
July when workmen who had gone there from Belfast were stricken
with the disease which the doctors thought was typhus fever. The
Belfast workmen had come to Athy to work on the construction of the
Athy Wolfhill railway line, which work commenced in April 1917 and
was completed in September 1918.
The Spanish Flu was a highly contagious air borne virus that killed
upwards of 100 million people worldwide between spring 1918 and
summer 1919. Those worst affected were very young children under
5 years of age and previously fit and healthy men and women in their
20s and 30s. More people died of the Spanish Flu in that single year
than in the four years of the Black Death of the 14th century when
approximately 30 per cent of the world’s population perished. It was
a medical disaster for countries already devastated by the huge loss
of life suffered in World War I. However, very little was known about
the Spanish Flu until recent years. It remained a catastrophe, largely
overshadowed by the horrors of the First World War and overlooked
by historians for decades.
The influenza first appeared in spring 1918 but no one knows exactly
where the pandemic began. Under the Defence of the Realm Act
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newspapers were not permitted during the course of World War I to
carry stories that might spread fear or damage morale. In neutral
Spain wartime news was not censored so the first reports of the flu
epidemic emanated from that country. Although there were many
cases elsewhere at this time it was the Spanish cases that were
reported first. This is why the pandemic received the name ‘Spanish
flu’.
There were three phases of the flu epidemic. The first occurred in
the spring and early summer of 1918 and reached the British and
German troops in France and Flanders by April of that year. Soldiers
became ill with symptoms which included sore throats, headaches
and loss of appetite. They were advised to gargle with salt and water
to combat those symptoms. The German offensive of spring 1918
came to a halt approximately 40 miles from Paris as so many German
troops were struck down with the flu. The British and American
troops were similarly afflicted and could not take advantage as up to
80% of the allied troops were laid low. During the summer of 1918
the Spanish Flu began to spread rapidly across Europe.
The Nationalist and Leinster Times recorded the first Athy related
influenza death on 19th October, 1918, when reporting the demise
of Brother John Farrell, a Christian Brother who had served in Athy
up to three years previously. There was no reporting of deaths in
the town itself until the newspaper of 2nd November carried news of
the death of Thomas Keating, a customs and excise officer married
with one child who died on 30th October. He was 30 years of age.
Keating’s death caused consternation in the town according to the
Leinster Leader as in his role in administering the old age pensions
and the war separation allowances he proved to be both sympathetic
and generous. He was in fact the sixth Athy person to die of influenza,
with four of those deaths occurring on 30th October at the start of
what was regarded as the second wave of the pandemic.
Athy in 1918 had a population estimated at just less than 4,000. Like
many Irish provincial towns of the time it offered limited employment
opportunities. Athy for centuries past was known as a garrison town,
an apt description for a town which owed much of its commercial
success to a military presence. When Kitchener made his call to
arms in August 1914 the young men of Athy responded, as might
be expected, given the town’s centuries old tradition of English army
service. The payment of separation allowances for wives and children
of soldiers serving overseas was undoubtedly a great incentive, but
perhaps even more compelling was the encouragement offered by
local church and civic leaders in the town for Athy men to enlist.
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Those who enlisted left behind families living for the most part in
squalid conditions in the laneways and alleyways of Athy. The local
dispensary doctor, James Kilbride, whose son John, also a doctor,
had enlisted to serve overseas, described in a report prepared for
Athy U.D.C. in 1906 the deplorable housing conditions to be found in
the town. He described how the floors of the houses were frequently
flooded and how in less than a dozen cases was there found any
sanitary accommodation. Another two years would pass before the
Urban Council provided a piped water supply for the town to replace
the public pumps which were the cause of several deaths due to
sewage contamination. The housing conditions described by Dr.
Kilbride in 1906 still applied in 1918 and provided the fertile breeding
ground where illness readily found a home. The families living in
those conditions would be particularly vulnerable to the outbreak of
Spanish flu in 1918.
As early as the 26th of October the Leinster Leader had to offer
apologies to its readers for the shortcomings in the previous week’s
issue, due, it was claimed, to the flu epidemic which had left the
paper short staffed. In the same issue the editor praised the work of
the St. Vincent de Paul society and those prominent citizens who were
doing good, useful charitable work. He described having witnessed
during the week several members of the same family suffering from
flu occupying the same small apartment and in some instances
the same bed. These were exactly the conditions to be found in the
majority of the homes in Athy, conditions which would be responsible
for the rapid spread of the flu virus.
The second more deadly wave of influenza struck in September 1918.
Unlike the typical winter flu which usually affected the elderly and
the young, the Spanish flu, no respecter of class, affected young men
and women. On 2nd November the Nationalist and Leinster Times
reported ‘Athy is now largely in the hands of the influenza. In most
houses several family members are ill and some businesses are closed
owing to the fact that the staff are all in bed.’ The County Kildare Joint
Committee for Technical Construction issued a public notice that
all technical schools including Athy and classes in Castledermot,
Ballitore and Ballyroe would remain closed from October 31st to
November 11th. The other Athy schools were also closed as the local
doctors, Dr. James Kilbride and Dr. Jeremiah O’Neill went about
helping those struck down by the flu.
This second onset of influenza brought an increasing number of
respiratory complications and the severity of the flu also intensified.
Many of those affected suddenly experienced violent coughing fits,
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suffocation and catastrophic haemorrhaging. Death often came only
hours after initial symptoms were presented during this the deadliest
phase of the pandemic. It became almost impossible for hospitals and
doctors to keep accurate records of victims which explains why no
accurate figures are available in Ireland or worldwide for how many
died as a result of the Spanish Flu.
The local newspaper reported in the first week of November that
several funerals took place in Athy during the previous week.
Between 30th October and 4th November there were 16 interments
in Athy. The Leinster Leader reported that the country continued in
the grip of the terrible epidemic. At the same time the families living
in the court ways and alleyways of Athy were reported to be unable
to obtain firing, a sufficiency of milk and other necessities, leaving
many of them in what was described as ‘a very delicate condition’.
The following week the newspaper claimed that ‘Athy from one end to
the other is an infirmary. Business during the past two or three weeks
has been practically at a standstill’.
The local Urban District Council members at their November meeting
expressed the hope that the ladies of the town would make house to
house visitations of the poor and give whatever succour and help they
could. The council also issued a notice warning the public that the
holding of traditional wakes was not only undesirable but also highly
dangerous and liable to spread disease. The public notice issued by
the council also requested that victims of the flu epidemic should be
coffined immediately and interned with least possible delay. Owing
to the unusually high number of deaths, there was delay in securing
coffins and hearses and it was reported in some cases remains were
borne to the local cemetery by friends of the deceased.
The month of November 1918 proved to be the most challenging period
of the influenza epidemic for the local medical profession. Reported
by the press to be going out at all hours and doing splendid work
under very trying circumstances the doctors and nurses witnessed
at least 49 influenza related deaths in Athy in November. Early in the
month the U.D.C. members asked the local Board of Guardians to
engage more nurses to attend to the sick poor during the epidemic.
The Board of Guardians at their next meeting chaired by Thomas
Plewman J.P. received reports that influenza prevailed in the various
dispensary districts of Athy’s Poor Law Union and that the medical
officers and nurses were overworked. It proved impossible to secure
additional staff medical staff but one substitute who was engaged
was newly qualified Dr. Leo Doyle of Woodstock House, Athy. Dr.
James Kilbride had fallen ill and the Board of Guardians agreed to
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retain Dr. Doyle’s services to attend urgent ricket cases. No mention
was made of his subsequent involvement, if any, in the treatment of
influenza patients.
The Athy Board of Guardians were acutely aware that the influenza
was particularly virulent in workhouses and hospitals. It would seem
that despite the staff difficulties effective measures were taken to
minimise workhouse fatalities as the influenza death rate in the Athy
workhouse was limited to three in October and four in November.
During the same period 11 deaths were recorded in Meeting Lane
and 6 deaths in Mount Hawkins, two areas of the town of Athy where
families lived in poor quality housing.
As suggested by the Urban Council a number of local women came
together to form a committee to help those struck down by influenza.
The committee set up a communal kitchen in the technical school in
Stanhope Place which had remained closed during the flu epidemic
and from there the Ladies’ Committee provided free meals for the
poor families of the town. From 7th November to 21st November
1,382 pints of beef tea, 438 pints of gruel and 418 pints of milk
were supplied to sick people from the technical school kitchen.
Thomas Plewman, chairman of the Board of Guardians, claimed that
the death rate in Athy would have been three times higher but for
the voluntary work of the Ladies’ Committee. At the same time the
Ladies’ Committee proposed to formulate a scheme to give hot meals
to the deserving poor at a nominal charge, while the ‘present sickness
continued and during the bad weather’.
Sir Charles Cameron, superintendent medical officer of the Public
Health Department of Dublin Corporation advised people to keep out
of crowded places and the Corporation also started the process of
flushing the city streets with carbolic acid because Cameron found
that areas of the city where petroleum works were situated were free
from the epidemic. At the same time Athy Urban Council directed one
of its sub sanitary officers to disinfect, fumigate and lime wash houses
where influenza patients were to be found. The Council members
later agreed on 2nd December to pay a bonus to the sub sanitary
officer for the extra work undertaken by him during the previous six
weeks as a result of that directive.
The Board of Health noting that influenza was highly infectious
and could develop into severe pneumonia, advised people to keep
away from public meetings, theatres and other places where crowds
assembled. Local GAA matches were badly affected as young men
suffered disproportionately during the pandemic and in line with the
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authority’s instructions GAA matches were cancelled or postponed.
The pandemic had a very significant effect on GAA activity throughout
the country. Delays caused by the combination of the flu and
government restrictions saw the All Ireland final of 1918 played on
16th February of the following year, several months after it might have
been expected to be played. Athy Gaelic Football Club had hosted the
1906 All Ireland Football Final in the local showgrounds and the
following year the club became the County Junior champions for the
first time. Eleven years later during the second deadly wave of the
flu three young men died. Were Laurence Toole, Patrick O’Meara and
Michael Webster I wondered members of that team? Another death
previously mentioned was that of Thomas Keating, whose ruling
passion was Gaelic football and who had refereed the 1917 Kildare
County Final. Their deaths and that of their townsmen fighting in
France and Flanders would change the social balance of the former
garrison town for generations to come. Even if the activities of the
local GAA club suffered during the flu pandemic, at least one of its
players, Eddie ‘Sapper’ O’Neill survived to win an All Ireland medal as
a sub on the Kildare county team which won the All Ireland football
final of 1919.
Alcohol and bed rest were recommended as a cure for the Spanish
Flu and one doctor in Cork wrote to the Irish Independent urging its
readers to ‘put the patient to bed once the initial chill and headache set
in and give them an ounce of brandy or two of whiskey in a tumbler
with hot water, castor oil and sugar. Pile on the blankets and in a few
hours you will have a free perspiring skin and a clear evacuation from
the bowels.’ What hope was there for those living in the unsanitary
hovels which lined the laneways and alleyways of Athy to follow the
good doctor’s advice? Very little hope I would suggest.
The wearing of face masks was advised, especially when entering the
room where an influenza patient was and such a patient was always
to be kept in a room on their own. This of course was quite impossible
for the majority of local families who lived in cramped unsanitary
conditions which would await the slum clearance programmes of the
1930s to remedy. White cotton masks could be acquired by the well
off, while those less able to do so were left to their own devices and
encouraged to make simple face masks which in any event were not
terribly effective against flu germs.
Even before the second wave of the pandemic had reached its midcourse the Urban District Council passed a vote of thanks to Miss M.
Murphy of Emily Square and Ms. Brigid Darby of Leinster Street ‘for
their unselfish attention bestowed without hope of monetary reward
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and irrespective of class or creed on our affected townspeople during
the present terrible epidemic.’ Miss Murphy was a sister of local
butcher P.J. Murphy who had served as a member of Athy U.D.C.
since 1900 and whose brother Monsignor William Murphy was rector
of the Irish College in Rome at the time of his death in 1906. Miss
Darby was a local national school teacher who would be elected to
Athy U.D.C. in 1928 and would later unsuccessfully stand for the Dail
as a Fianna Fáil candidate in 1933. It is noteworthy that at the height
of the influenza pandemic and while she was helping to provide free
meals for the sick and poor of Athy Bridget Darby was brought before
Athy petty sessions charged by head constable Hannen of failing to
keep a register under the Alien Registration Order of 1915. This order
required lodginghouse keepers to maintain a record of all lodgers and
Miss Darby’s lodger, Timothy O’Shea, who was also charged, insisted
on completing the register in Irish. The magistrates who included
Thomas Plewman, Chairman of the Board of Guardians, fined O’Shea
£1.0 and dismissed the case against Miss Darby.
The first significant number of influenza related deaths occurred on
the 30th day of October 1918 when Michael Downey, Thomas Keating
and Thomas Brien, all adults, and James Delaney, aged 5 years,
died. Over the next few days several deaths were recorded. On 2nd
November three funerals took place and every day thereafter until
28th November there were multiple burials in St. Michael’s cemetery.
As the church bells rang out to celebrate the Armistice on 11th
November, 1918, George Blanchfield [aged 7 years] and his brother
Edward [aged 3 years], died at their home in Leinster Street. Their
brother Andrew [aged 4½ years], had died two days previously. On
13th November two young Eston children, Helen [aged 3 years] and
her sister Mary [aged 1½ years], died in their parent’s house in Meeting
Lane. The Eston deaths were not registered and the possibility of
other influenza related deaths not being registered cannot be ruled
out. Indeed, the Local Government Board suggested that the actual
death toll from the pandemic was higher than records showed as
many deaths were uncertified or attributed to bronchitis or causes
other than influenza.
The youngest Athy person to die of the Spanish Flu was 5-day old
Kathleen Loughman of Bennettsbridge, Athy who passed away on
10th November. She was one of 30 children who died in Athy during
the flu pandemic. Children were most vulnerable to the Spanish flu
and they represented 47.6 percent of all who died in the town of
Athy between October 1918 and February 1919. This represented a
huge increase from the national figure which showed that 20% of all
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deaths recorded in 1917 were youngsters in the 0-15 age group.
On 23rd November the Leinster Leader reported that although the
epidemic still raged in the surrounding countryside ‘there can be
little doubt but that it is on the wane in Athy. It has taken a heavy
toll everywhere, though the poor in the town were naturally the most
severe sufferers. Their chronically unsanitary dwellings provided a
suitable environment for the propagation of the disease, while they
also suffered from the lack of food as well as milk and eggs, the
former being scarce, while the latter were owing to the unprecedented
prices unpurchaseable.’ Two days later three deaths from influenza
were recorded. William Corcoran, a 23 year old shop assistant of
Duke Street, Patrick O’Meara [11 years old] and Isobel Gorry [aged
5 years] who was the last to die of influenza in the local workhouse.
Two notable deaths towards the end of November were that of John
Lawler and Thomas McDonald, both from the Barrowhouse area who
were young members of Athy’s pipers club. Influenza would claim
eight more victims in or around Athy before the pandemic had run
its course. Between 30th October and 28th November, 1918, at least
49 interments took place in Athy’s principal cemetery, St. Michael’s
on the Dublin Road.
The General Election called for 23rd December, 1918, provided the
County Kildare constituency with its first election for 26 years. The
extension of the franchise gave the vote for the first time to many
adult males, while a small number of propertied females over 30
years of age were also enfranchised. The holding of public election
meetings, especially those organised by the Sinn Fein party, which
attracted large crowds, presented a real danger of spreading the flu.
Campaigning nevertheless went ahead on behalf of the candidates,
the sitting M.P. Denis Kilbride and the Sinn Fein candidate Arthur
O’Connor who at that time was interred in an English prison. Missing
from the political agitation which preceded the General Election was
Joseph Lawler of Tankardstown, known locally as ‘Long Joe’ who
died in mid-October. He was president of the Barrowhouse Sinn Fein
club, whose members marched in military formation and wearing
Tri Colour badges at his funeral. On the eve of the General Election,
Margaret Ryan, aged 44 years, of Meeting Lane, died. Election Day
saw the death of 65 year old James Lyons of Grangemellon. Their
deaths were the last deaths in what is believed to have been the final
stage of the second phase of the Spanish Flu.
In early 1919 a third wave of the influenza pandemic swept over the
country. In the third and final phase Athy fared much better than
the rest of the country, recording only 5 influenza induced deaths
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between January and March 1919. On 1st March 1919 newspapers
reported on the findings of a conference held at the Institute of Hygiene
in London the previous day. Nose and throat specialist Sir St. Clair
Thomson said that ‘influenza was undoubtedly splashed upon us by
coughing and sneezing – even by laughing’. According to the Irish
Times Thomson claimed that persons who coughed without putting
up their hand or sneezed without using a handkerchief should be
prosecuted for indecency.
I grew up in Athy, yet I never heard any references to the Spanish
flu and equally I have to say there was never any reference to Athy’s
heavy losses during World War I or during the Great Famine of the
previous century. There was no discernible folklore memory in Athy
of the Spanish Flu. The tragedies largely played out during the latter
part of 1918 and the early months of 1919 in the back lanes of
Athy remained untold. It was as if the community adopted a stoical
acceptance of the loss of human lives and community memory had
deliberately or by omission obliterated all traces of the distressing
events which impacted upon the lives of so many families. The town
in the four years before the Spanish flu had experienced high losses
of men folk killed during the World War and one wonders whether
war fatigue contributed in some way to the manner in which deaths
were accepted and soon passed out of community memory.
The people of Athy, a small provincial Irish town, which lost, due
to starvation and disease, upwards of 1,200 inmates of the local
Workhouse and many more in the town itself during the Great Famine
and who allowed their memory of famine times to vanish without
trace were hardly likely to see the Spanish flu as a pandemic. They
were accustomed to death in a town where the members of the local
Urban District Council, all businessmen, over a long period refused to
replace the local water pumps, known to be contaminated by sewage
with a piped wholesome water supply scheme. The local doctors
filed many reports citing the deaths which regularly resulted from
the local councillors’ inaction and it was only persistent directions
from the Local Government Board which eventually saw Athy town
provided with a piped water supply scheme.
The World War ended one day after Thomas Greene [aged 5], Patrick
Kelly [aged 20], Thomas Scott [aged 62], Kathleen Loughman [aged
5 days] and Winifred Daly [aged 23] all died of influenza on the
same day. The local townspeople had noted the death of 122 local
men fighting overseas and now at the end of the war the Spanish
flu would add at least another 25 local men to the death list before
the pandemic ran its course. The classless nature of the pandemic
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was confirmed with the death of local shopkeeper, Michael Mullery, a
65-year-old man from William Street. Forty-six-year-old excise officer
Thomas Keating had died earlier on 30th October. The vast majority
of the adult men who died were described as labourers and it must
be reasonably speculated that the unhealthy unsanitary conditions
under which they lived contributed in some way to their deaths.
During the influenza pandemic of 1918 the highest death rate per
thousand of the population in Ireland was in the 25-35 age group, with
the 20-25 age group recording that second highest death rate. These
of course were the age groups from which the British Army drew its
recruits and given that the immune systems of soldiers returning from
the war were extremely low, returning soldiers may have contributed
to the high fatality figures in those age groups. However, few soldiers
had returned to Ireland by the end of 1918, and indeed the statistics
for Athy where there was a high level of enlistment during the war,
the death rates per thousand of the population in the 20-25 and
25-35 age categories were low in comparison to the national figures.
The only age categories where the Athy deaths per thousand of the
population were greater than the national figures was in the under 5
age category and in the 5-10 year old category. The second phase of
the influenza pandemic which so far as Athy is concerned lasted from
20th October to 24th December 1918 had a particularly devastating
effect on children in Athy. The children’s death rate per thousand
of the Athy population was 3.75, compared to the national figure of
2.95, while the Athy 5-10 age category gave a figure of 2.0 compared
to the national average of 1.2.
In less than one year the Spanish Flu infected almost 800,000 in
Ireland and killed almost 21,000. This compares to the 35,000 or so
Irish men killed in battles by fighting overseas during the 52 months
of the First World War.
Influenza related deaths in Athy during the flu pandemic were
substantially lower than in Naas where 145 died compared to Athy’s
65 deaths. The population figures for County Kildare’s two largest
towns in the 1911 Census were Naas 3,842 living in 745 houses and
Athy’s 3,535 living in 756 houses. While the Naas population had
shown small increases in all the census from 1891, Athy’s population
had fallen by almost 27% in the same period.
Why fewer influenza deaths in Athy compared to Naas? Was it the
still undefined action of the Athy Board of Guardians in protecting
the inmates of the local Workhouse which recorded seven deaths
during the height of the pandemic at a time when workhouse and
hospital patients were particularly vulnerable to the flu?
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Or was it the action taken by the Ladies’ Committee led by Misses
Murphy and Darby who prompted by the Urban District Council took
it upon themselves to provide help for the poor families in the town?
Or was it the action of Athy’s Urban District Council in directing one
of its sub-sanitary officers to fumigate, disinfect and limewash local
houses?
Or was it due to the absence from the town of so many young Athy
men fighting overseas as the war came to a close? This certainly
would have accounted for the low level of deaths in the 20-35 age
categories in the town at a time when the same age group nationally
showed the highest death rate.
The answer may be a combination of the contributions by the Board
of Guardians, the Ladies’ Committee, the UDC and the local doctors,
Dr. Kilbride and Dr. O’Neill, assisted by their nurses. On the other
hand Naas was particularly unlucky with water and power shortages
during the height of the second influenza phase which contributed to
a severe outbreak causing many more deaths than recorded in Athy.
The story of the Spanish Flu and Athy ended with the death of
81-year-old Margaret Bailey, a widow living in Grangemellon who
died on 28th March 1919. Hers was the only influenza related death
that month and followed two deaths in February and one death in
January. The Spanish Flu had run its course, but in doing so had
taken its last Athy victim, the oldest person to die during the three
phases of the Spanish Flu.
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FROM BALLINACURRA TO ANTARCTICA - A
VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
BY

ANDRÉ A SAUBOLLE

The renowned and respected Captain James Cook (1728-1779)
crossed the Antarctic circle three times during his voyage of the
southern seas in 1773, but found no land recording in his ledger;
“the continent must exist but the risqué (sic) one runs in exploring
such a coast, in these unknown and icy seas, is so very great
that no man will ever venture farther than I have done”
Less than ten years later the little known port village of Ballinacurra
within the parish of Midleton, serving the parish’s import-export
business, brought into the world, Edward Bransfield circa 1785,
(derived from his age at death, 1852). Edward’s birth saw the start of
an era when Europe was thrown into turmoil by Napoleon’s French
revolution (1789 -1799) and subsequent wars against the British.
The Napoleonic actions were threatening all of Britain’s commercial
interest throughout the world. The first real threat came with the brief
landing of French troops and seamen at Bantry Bay, December 1796.
Four years later, the Act of Union of 1800 finally secured Ireland as
a member of the United Kingdom.
Under the orders of his commander-in-chief, Sir Admiral William
Cornwallis (1744 - 1819), Vice Admiral Horacio Nelson (1758 - 1805)
began to assemble his HMS Channel Fleet during 1801 (the same
year Ireland’s legislature was abolished as part of the Act of Union),
in an effort to secure the now united British and Irish coastline from
the French menace. Two of Nelson’s Channel Fleet ships would be of
significant importance for the very young Edward Bransfield who was
‘Prest’ to the Dryad as ‘AB’ (Able Bodied Seaman) with Commodore
William Donnett in command, 2nd June 1803.
From the Dryad he was transferred to La Resolue, 15th June 1803.
Here he remained until appointed to the Ville de Paris, 1st August,
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1805. Edward’s next appointment was to the Royal Sovereign, 24th
November, 1806. The then Captain William Donnett was in command
of HMS Belleisle of the 1801 Channel Fleet.
Edward’s naval talents were noticed throughout his naval career. The
first recognition came when he was promoted to Ship’s master of
the Goldfinch, 17th April 1813. Following Lord Wellington’s victory
at Vittoria to the south of Bilbao near the French border, where the
Allied armies of the; British, Portuguese and Spanish troops, laid
Siege to San Sebastián, another northern Spanish city held by a
French garrison under Louis Emmanuel Rey began, 7th July 1813
with Sir Thomas Graham in command. The Goldfinch was one of
His Majesty’s ships which was also in attendance, having already
transported troops and supplies. She also brought them back as
the Lloyd’s list, 9th July 1813, reported the arrival of the Goldfinch
at London. There are as yet, no discovered accounts by Edward
Bransfield for this period.
Later that year Edward married for the first time as ‘Master of His
Majesty’s Ship Goldfinch – bachelor’, Mary Harris, St Andrew’s
Plymouth, 21st August. Mary died, 1st September 1814, and was
buried at St Andrew’s Churchyard.
At the cessation of the Napoleonic Wars after his defeat at Waterloo,
the vast majority of naval personnel were discharged, which seemingly
included Edward who was seeking another appointment after his
service aboard the Severn he joined, 27th August 1816, and was to
play an important part for the bombardment of Algiers.
Edward married for a second time, Caroline Matilda Bath, 8th
February 1817, while in London. A few months later he addressed a
letter to the Admiralty from 5 Nelson Street, 17th August. Edward’s
letter describes at great length his theory of “Parallax and Refraction”
calculations he had tested at various locations including mention of
one at Cork. In closing he asks:
“… and have once more to solicit if there is any thing going
Foreign or in time likely to go which is to be entrusted to the
case of a Master that I may be appointed, or any Vessel going on
Discovery I would be happy to offer my service. And should my
salutations for employment not meet your approbations, I hope
you will pardon the liberty I have taken….”
Edward signed his letter as Late Master of His Majesty’s Ship
Severn.
Edwards next noteworthy appointment as Master was to the
Andromache, 6th October 1817, under the command of Captain
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William Sherriff, possibly as a direct consequence of his letter just
as trouble began to surface in South America where British trading
interests were once again being threatened. The Andromache formed
part of Commodore Bowels squadron that had departed its home
port, 12th December. Edward was to remain aboard her until being
called upon by Captain Sherriff to take command of the Williams of
Blyth for his voyage of discovery.
Captain William Smith, co-owner of the merchant ship, Williams of
Blyth, sailing around Cape Horn on his way from Buenos Aires to
Valparaiso, made a wide sweep to the south of Cape Horn to find
more favourable winds sighted uncharted land at latitude of 62°
15’ S, 19th February 1819. This Captain Smith reported to Captain
Sherriff who happened to be at Valparaiso. No time was wasted.
Sherriff chartered the Williams in the name of his King, appointing
Edward Bransfield as Master in command of the Williams. On the,
30th January 1820, Antarctic continent was discovered and charted
by Edward Bransfield. Edward handed over the Williams ship’s
ledgers and charts to Captain Searle of the Hyperion, 4th May 1820,
at Valparaiso. This letter was countersigned by Lord Nelson’s “Kiss
me, Hardy”, Commodore Sir Thomas Masterman Hardy (1769 - 1839),
at that time Commander-in-Chief on the South America Station,
indicating he had read the letter.
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The ship’s ledger has since mysteriously disappeared. However, the
only account of the voyage by Midshipman Charles Willet Poynter
surfaced in New Zealand, published by The Hakluyt Society 2000.
ISBN: 0 904180 62X
Edward returned to his ship where he remained until his retirement
from the navy when the Andromache arrived at Portsmouth where
he was paid off, 8th August 1821. He then commenced a successful
merchant seaman’s career, Mastering many ships. Caroline died at
Stepney, London, 5th January 1818. At date and place unknown,
Edward married his third wife Anne Unknown. They lived the
remainder of their lives on the Sussex coast, and both died at 61
London Road, Brighton. Edward, 31st October 1852. Then Anne, 9th
December 1863.
Sadly, nothing is known of Edward’s early life, or where and by
whom he was educated. Yet, without doubt he was, with a clear
understanding of complicated mathematical calculus required
for navigation and cartography. Then there was his knowledge of
mechanical engineering when he endorsed Lieutenant John Hills
‘Lee-Light’, 5th August 1839, while at Lancing Coastguard Station,
Sussex.
“Mr. Bransfield, who has had considerable experience in
command of merchant ships, suggests that if fitted to them, he
should recommend its passing through the ship’s well, where it
would not interfere with the cargo, and where the whole length
of the tube could be got at, should accident by possibly render it
necessary. I beg leave to adopt the suggestion both for men-ofwar and merchant vessels.
John Hills, Lieut. RN.”
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Edward did not forget his family. Only to happen upon the death of
Anne he bequeathed the residue of his estate to the children of his
brother William; “Residing in the parish of Middleton, County of Cork
Ireland.” Unfortunately, he did not name these children.
Bowels and Admiral Cornwallis would be remembered by Edward
when naming ‘Cape Bowels’ and ‘Cornwallis Island” of the South
Shetland Islands in Antarctic, also remembered at these islands were
Nelson and Smith.
The ‘Remembering Edward Bransfield’ committee of committed
volunteers have dedicated themselves to a fundraising campaign
to raise a memorial to Edward’s memory at his Ballinacurra home
village, marking the bicentennial of his Discovery, January 2020, for
which a local sculpture has been commissioned, and site identified.

To learn more please visit our website and email us, or fund us on
Facebook to leave your message.
Website: www.rememberingedwardbransfield.ie
Email: Info@rememberingedwardbransfield.ie
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CIRCUS MEMORIES
BY

OF THE

1960S

JAMES SCANNELL

Once the morning’s work on helping to put up and fit out the circus
big top, [See The Local History Journal 2017] had been completed
by lunchtime, it was time for all of us the go home and spend the
remainder of the afternoon waiting to return to the circus site to join
the queue for admission to the afternoon performance.
Sometimes the circus sent a car or van around the town with a
loudspeaker announcing where the circus was playing that afternoon
and evening well before the commencement of these performances.
Unlike the circus parades portrayed in films, I can never recall seeing
a circus parade in the town but there may have been the odd occasion
when an elephant or other animals along with some performers in
costume went for a short walk around the streets in the hope of
attracting interest.
About three-quarters of an hour before the afternoon performance
was due to commence the admission queue formed outside the ticket
office which normally did not open until about 15 minutes before the
performance commenced. Once it did, the queue moved very quickly
and people flowed quickly into the tent and took their seats with
ringside chairs usually the most expensive, followed in price by the
upper and lower gallery tiers and then the planks, the cheapest of all.
Of course there were always a few individuals who fancied sneaking
in without paying and the usual dodge was to try and find a spot
where one could creep under the edge of the tent where it met the
ground without being seen but of course the circus staff were wise to
all the various tricks and stunts that people used to try and sneak
in without paying and in the majority of cases those who tried to
sneak in this way were caught by the circus staff on patrol inside
the tent and were then escorted off the site. This was always done
at the main entrance and to maximize the ‘embarrassment factor’
in front of those queuing to pay their admission. They were put out
with some ceremony, accompanied with words said loudly advising
them ‘not to come near the circus again unless they were prepared
to pay like everyone else’, ‘that they were barred’, or ‘if they could
find a Guard they would be handed over to him.’ This last remark
was usually made in the full certainty that there were no members
of An Garda Síochána in the immediate vicinity and was used to
frighten them and to deter others. It’s possible that on occasions this
was a ‘put up job’ using children of some of the performers to deter
anyone considering trying to sneak in. The only people who received
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free admission were the first aiders from the St. John’s Ambulance
Brigade or the Order of Malta who attended circuses in uniform as
part of their service to the community by providing first aid cover at
public events and gatherings.
Around the circus site the steady throbbing sound of engines driving
the dynamos to generate the circus’s electricity supply for lighting
and power could be heard. These were usually former vehicle engines
mounted on a lorry chassis for this specific purpose and located near
the tent into which their power cables ran. Within the tent was the
electrical switchboard, usually located in a vehicle which acted as the
entrance and exit from the circus ring for the artists and also doubled
as the bandstand. At that time there was a live circus band, usually a
quartet or quintet, which played music throughout the performance.
Some of the musicians were also performers and sometimes one or
more of them would go absent for a short while in order to perform
their act before returning to the band. Female artists usually doubled
as ushers and programme sellers and generally helped with crowd
control and sold raffle tickets at the interval with the prize usually
being a large box of chocolates or a monetary prize. Essentially
everyone in the circus had 2 or 3 jobs so that in this way a small
number of people were able to do the work of many.
It could get hot under the canvas of the big top especially on a very
sunny day with the heat building up as more and more people were
admitted, all waiting for the moment when the show would begin.
Sometimes openings would be made in the awning above ground to
let air in to cool down the tent’s interior. Showtime was indicated by
an increase in the throbbing of the generators outside as they were
brought up to full power, while inside the tent, the circus band took
up position, the lights would come on, the band would then strike
up a stirring fanfare followed by the grand entrance of the ringmaster
who would welcome everyone to the performance in that particular
style and manner of ringmasters as each one had his own unique
and individual style.
The ringmaster of Fossett’s Circus was Edward (Teddy) Fossett and
as far as I can remember used to wear a black outfit complete with
bow tie. The ringmaster in Duffy’s Circus was Mr. Duffy who wore a
red tailcoat with black top hat during performances. The ringmaster
ran the show, announced the acts and directed all the operations
in and out of the ring for the duration of the performance. Marion
Fossett is now the ringmaster of Fossett’s Circus.
The programme was usually one of variety acts involving acrobats
and trapeze artists who were skilled gymnasts, horses performing
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various routines, novelty and specialty acts, some of which formerly
would have toured variety theatres which by this time had closed,
animal acts with lions, tigers and elephants, snakes on one or two
occasions, and the clowns, all of which varied from circus to circus
and from year to year. For some children the circus ring was the
first time they actually saw these animals up close with the finale
being usually a trapeze or high wire act - with or without a safety
net. For the best part between an hour and an hour and a half, the
audience was kept spellbound by these acts. The programme was
divided into two halves with an interval / intermission in the middle
with the final act of the performance being the top act. It was normal
for some of the acts to double up by appearing under different names
and performing different routines or for some performers from 2 acts
to combine to perform as a third act. Some of the acts had ‘stooges’’
planted in the audience who took part in the routines as audience
members after which they never seemed to return to their seats.
Cash extraction, to borrow a phrase from the late Philip Booth who
was one of the top R.N.I.I collectors in Dublin until his premature
death some years ago, from the audience took many ploys. First was
the sale of programmes which could be a simple as a single sheet of
folded printed glossy paper listing the acts in order of appearance
and the names of the performers in question. Then there was the
sale of ice cream and sometimes souvenir postcards of some of the
performers and of course tickets for the raffle which were sold during
the interval for a prize such as a large box of chocolates or a monetary
prize such as a £5 note. Raffle tickets were never drawn until after
the last act to ensure that as many people as possible stayed to the
end of the performance. The final attraction was to visit the animals
in their quarters after the performance for which an admission fee
had to be paid.
While the performance was in progress, all the circus staff worked
at a fast and furious pace. The ringmaster did his best to encourage
the audience to applaud the various acts when they executed some
daring feat or completed their routine - at times he would announce
what a dangerous and spectacular feat an artist or artists were about
to perform with that particular dramatic form of verbal emphasis that
ringmasters engage in with the excitement heightened by dramatic
music and drum rolls from the band.
In this pre-television age the ringmaster might tell the audience
some times that a snake performer with a python was performing
with a most poisonous snake when in fact it was non-poisonous, but
dangerous just the same, (the audience didn’t know any better) in
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order to add emphasis and drama to the routine. Snake charmers
with cobras, a really venomous type snake, usually removed their
fangs for safety reasons and was something audiences were not
aware of.
Each circus had its own animal acts, horses, trapeze, and gymnastic
acts, clowns and novelty acts. The clowns usually had one set turn
during the performance and at intervals when the ring was being
cleared after one turn and being prepared for another, would come
out and annoy the ringmaster by getting in his way or playing tricks
on him. For these routines, the ringmaster would pretend to get
angry with them but they always managed to get the best of him
much to the audience’s delight. The clowns also had their own spot
in the programme with one of the most popular routines I remember
was ‘Bobo’s Crazy Taxi’ in Fossett’s in which an elderly car in the role
of a taxi would drive around the ring all by itself, falling apart in the
process with the routine ending with the car chasing the clowns out
of the ring - throughout this routine there was no driver in the taxi
so one can imagine the planning and mechanical preparations to
prepare the car to carryout various stunts combined with excellent
timing due to countless hours of rehearsal and practice undertaken
by the clowns to make this routine appear spontaneous.
The final act in the programme was usually a high wire, trapeze or
acrobatic act in which some daring feats were carried out. In the case
of the high wire and trapeze acts, these were usually done without
benefit of a safety net which added an air of drama and excitement to
the performance but of course current Health and Safety regulations
require safety nets and harnesses but still one has to admire those
who perform these feats 30 feet or more from the ground. Many of
these artists were accomplished gymnasts and extremely skilful
performers in an era when there was very little coverage devoted to
gymnastics on television.
Once the performance concluded, the final act of the ringmaster
was to draw or announce the winning raffle ticket number and to
invite the winner to step forward to claim his/her prize which was
presented on the spot. The final statement of the ringmaster was to
express the wish that he hoped that everyone had enjoyed the show,
state how many more performances the circus would be giving in the
town and invite the audience to tell their friends what a great show it
was and to come to one of the remaining performances. The playing
of a brief version of the National Anthem meant that everything was
finished for that performance and after being wished a safe journey
home, panels in the tent were opened at various locations to allow
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the audience to exit as quickly as possible into the cool air outside.
For the circus staff it was time to take a few hours rest and then
prepare for the evening performance which usually commenced
around 8 p.m./8.30 p.m. which followed the same format as the
afternoon one. However if it was a 1-day visit or the final evening
performance of a 2-day visit, work on stripping the tent of nonessential items commenced just after the evening interval and these
were packed away and stored ready for re-use at the next camp site
on first-on, last-off basis. Once the tent had been emptied of the
audience, the entire tent was taken down and everything packed
away in a precise order ready for unpacking the next day. Very early
the next day the circus convoy would leave the camp site and head
for the next one which could be up to 20 miles away where the whole
process of raising the big top would commence all over again. All that
remained in Bray from that visit were posters around the town and
flattened grass where the big top had once stood.
Amazingly I can’t remember a situation in Bray where 2 rival circuses
played in the town at the same time.
When Barry’s Field ceased to be used as a circus site and became
Fáilte Park, the Carlisle Grounds was used as a circus site as was the
People’s Park on the Lower Dargle Road on at least one occasion. The
Bray Emmets field off Novara Avenue was used several times as was
a site on Seapoint Road where Seapoint Court now stands and when
this site was lost to housing as far as I can recall a site in Ballywaltrim
was used but this was not popular with the circuses as it was on the
outskirts of the town and too far away from the population centres
with the result that circuses started to bypass Bray until it became
possible for them to use the Esplanade on Bray’s Sea Front in 1990’s
where 1 circus annually was allowed to raise it’s big top by the Bray
Urban District Council, now Bray Town Council. This happened at
least on one occasion to facilitate the making of a film with the circus
in question, Fossett’s, only charging half the normal admission price
for the duration of their stay there.
In 1997 2 applications by rival circuses to raise their big top on the
Esplanade were received by the Bray Urban District Council, and
following a debate on the merits of each of them by councillors, the
Fossett’s application was granted while the one from the other circus
- Duffy’s - was refused. On this occasion the fact that Fossett’s had
been regular visitor to Bray during the 1990’s was one of the factors
in their favour in having their application approved but there were
residents living on the Seafront who preferred that circuses pitched
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their tents elsewhere so it was perhaps unfortunate that in 1997 2
rival circuses choose different days during the same week for their
visit to Bray. Since then, following objections from residents of Strand
Road citing noise and other issues, circuses are no longer allowed to
pitch the big top on the Esplanade and have reverted to using a site
in Ballywaltrim as since the 1980s the housing density in this part of
has increased dramatically and continues to do so.
The arrival of television in the 1960s in the form of Teleifis Eireann,
now RTE 1 coupled with the later introduction of cable television
which made reception of the British stations more reliable, meant
that many people opted to stay at home to watch the variety of
programmes presented on these stations rather than attend live
entertainment performances with the result that circus attendance
declined resulting in the some of the smaller outfits ceasing to operate.
Another form of competition for Irish circuses were the televised
British circuses screened at set times during the year i.e. Christmas,
Easter and some Bank Holiday weekends with the result that very
quickly a wide range of varied and interesting performances, once
seen on television held no attraction for the public to see them
again ‘live’ under the big top before their very eyes. But this type
of television coverage also killed off variety acts with the result
that current television variety shows usually follow the format of
comedians, impersonators, singers and musicians and very rarely
include specialty acts which were and still are the mainstay of circus
programmes.
The loss of many traditional circus camp sites to commercial and
housing development has meant that the few remaining Irish circuses
tour the country on a more selective basis staying longer in major
centres of population while still concentrating on the more traditional
specialty acts though presented in a more modern manner in keeping
with the type of presentation that people expect. The circus band has
given way to prerecorded music but still the raffle and the clowns
remain part of the programme that has not changed but animals
acts have gone from the Fossett’s and Duffy’s programme, and from
some other circuses. Big tops are now heated in the winter, sell fast
food, have portaloos, and continue to hold their own with the two
traditional rivals, Fossett’s and Duffy’s still touring and competing
against each other, in additional to a number of new entrants to the
Irish market.
A circus big top can now be raised in about 2 hours from the 4 pole
frame it is suspended from while the seating, now mounted on tipdown trailers, can be quickly swung into place.
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Ironically in Britain where it can take up to 5 years for a circus to
complete a full tour of the country, two household names of the 1950s
and 1960s, Chipperfields’s and Bertram Mills , both of which made
visits to Dublin during these periods, lowered their respective big
tops in the 1960s for the last time and ceased touring, as have others
since then, due to a combination of reasons including operating costs,
declining audiences, lack of sites and increasing local government
bureaucracy as well as too much television coverage which took the
magic out of live performances for many. Even in 2018 in the U.S.A.
the famous Ringling Bros & Barnum and Bailey Circus came off the
road.
In conclusion, for how long circuses will continue to operate is
anyone’s guess. As the sites slowly vanish, one only hopes that Irish
circuses will keep operating and continue to bring live entertainment
to people. Long may they continue and not share the fate of the road
shows/fit ups which have vanished for ever.
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LESSONS FOR HISTORIANS IN THE TUAM
MOTHER AND BABY HOME SCANDAL
BY

EUGENE JORDAN

Bad history and in particular bad historical interpretation surrounds
the scandal of the Tuam Mother and Baby home. It has been called
Ireland’s holocaust by Irish politicians[1] and journalists[2],[3] who
have declared that an order of Catholic nuns in
Tuam. Co. Galway murdered 796 babies in their
care between 1925 and 1960. In the aftermath
of the Tuam revelations, other orders and
organisations which were historically involved
in maternal, neonatal and child care, including
some Protestant organisations, stand similarly
accused[4]. The primary reason given for the
motivation of a group of women to take upon
Figure 1: A highly
themselves the mass murder of children is that
conjectural drawing of
they loathed illegitimate children. Accordingly,
the Collumna Lactaria
they were in the business of baby disposal to
“get rid of an embarrassment to Catholic Ireland”.[5] A service to
Irish society to which no order of nuns or group of women outside it
stands similarly accused of providing elsewhere. So is Ireland unique
in its history of suffering from an all-female inspired and executed
holocaust?
Before dealing with the specifics of the Tuam scandal and in order to
fully understand why such homes were in operation in the first place
we must first look at the history of child protection, especially from
its early beginnings. It is even more important that the background
history is encompassed because the Tuam Mother and Baby home
commission of investigation were prevented by its terms of reference
from analysing history before 1922. Indeed, many recent writings
on the subject of Irish social history concentrate on the postindependence period and show little control for presentism. A blain
of historical studies, it takes advantage of our natural inclination
to use present-day understandings to interpret the past. Such
interpretations are nearly always fallacious but quality control
measures such as a functioning system of peer review can provide
some mitigation against its effects.
Infanticide1 was so widespread in the Roman Empire that from
time to time it led to a shortage of recruits for the Roman army,
which in turn accounts for the sporadic banning of infanticide by
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the Roman authorities, throughout
its pre-Christian history. We might be
inclined to think that the authorities
were concerned about child welfare
and were banning the then socially
acceptable practice of infant and
child killing in an effort to make
such practices morally reprehensible.
Nothing could be further from
the truth, the prohibitions were
instantiated for pragmatic military
reasons and were not based on
morality. This attitude of the Roman
authorities and society began to
change after AD 313 with the Edict of
Figure 2: Live Science, March 2008
Milan (and the earlier Edict of Serdica,
in the eastern Roman Empire) which ended the state persecution of
Christians. Only two years later, in AD 315 do we find the first hint
of infanticide being outlawed on the basis of morality. In that year,
the emperor Constantine under Christian influence, decreed that
unwanted infants were to be left at a specified place in each Roman
town, typically the vegetable market (Colonna Lactaria in Rome),
where anyone who so wished, could claim possession of an infant
and be conferred with the right to bring it up as a slave.[6] Alas, the
decree had little impact and most of the infants were unclaimed and
died of exposure.
Ten years later, inspired by the new testament and with an
organisation growing in influence and numbers of followers, the first
Council of Nicea in AD 325 decreed that every Christian parish was
to establish a xenodochion, literally a stranger’s inn or a hostel where
the poor were given food and shelter, the sick received free health care,
abandoned and unwanted infants and children were also welcomed.
The young received nourishment and care in a separate section called
a brephotrophium. Later the brephotrophia were separated out into
standalone institutions, the first of which was founded in Milan in
AD 787 by Archbishop Dateus.[7]
Soon after the decree of the Council of Nicaea, it became an
increasingly common practice to abandon new-born infants on the
steps of churches but new-borns are extremely vulnerable and can
die easily. Often infants would remain outside for hours before being
found, most times it was too late to save their lives. The solution
deployed by many churches and orphanages was to create what
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became known as ‘Culla per la vita’ (Italian for life cradle), ‘foundling
wheels’ in the Anglophone, ‘Babyklappe’, ‘Babyfenster’ or ‘Babywiege’
in German-speaking areas.[8] A foundling was the old term in the
English language for abandoned babies and fondling wheels were
like a barrel with an opening on one side,
containing a small baby cradle which
could be rotated to face the outside. On
the outside, the baby was placed in the
cradle which was then rotated to the
inside and a bell was rung alerting the
carers inside to the presence of a “little
stranger”. Foundling wheels ensured
that not only was an infant sheltered
from the elements but it would also
receive rapid nursing care. To be ready
to receive infants, each parish kept a
register of women who were employed
as wet nurses to feed and look after the
infants.
A notable feature of the Catholic Church Figure 3: Foundling wheel at the
“Ospedale Santo Spirito” in Rome.
system, which it maintained for nearly
two millennia, was that the anonymity of the abandoner was
guaranteed. The rationale behind this policy intended to prevent baby
killings due to family embarrassments, covering up of extra-marital
affairs and a myriad of other social and practical reasons which could
threaten the life of a child. From the very early times of Christianity,
the welfare of the abandoned child was the primary focus of church
policy. Accordingly, issues surrounding the child’s identity or family
history were left to God. In today’s deinstitutionalised world where
the mother has become the centre of attention, the earlier childcentred policy is more often more misunderstood than understood.
Unmarried mothers/child abandoners were not always subjected to
the wrath of society as we now tend to imagine, such wrath was
deliberate and intended to end the vast human carnage but it dates
only from the Reformation in certain societies but more particularly
it was only codified into British law as late as 1834.[9] Across the
continent, unmarried mothers who took responsibility for their
children, far from being outcast from society were much admired.
Principally because the taxpayer/parishioner was relieved the cost of
rearing abandoned children.
Unmarried fathers did not escape the wrath of the authorities both
secular and protestant ecclesiastical, who both wanted to pursue
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fathers for child maintenance. In Britain prior to 1834, if a putative
father failed to support the child, the mother could have him arrested
on a justice’s warrant and put in prison until he agreed to do so.
Unmarried mothers and their children were supported by local
authorities and parishes until such time as the father came forward
when reimbursement would be sought but this rarely happened. The
rising costs due to the increasing numbers of illegitimate children
and unmarried mothers caused
the authorities to try and reduce
the financial burden on the
taxpayers by forcing fathers to
marry the unmarried mothers.
Consequently many men were
forced into marriage on nothing
more than the word of the mother,
whether they were the biological
father or not.[10] Needless to
say, forced marriages were not
likely to be of the happy variety
and must have been the source
of much domestic violence and
murder.
The point in history when
unmarried mothers became social
pariahs began in 1834 when an act
of the British parliament dictated
that all illegitimate children until
they reached the age of 16, were
the sole responsibility of the
Figure 4: Bastard was not always a term unmarried mother. The earlier
of abuse. William the Conqueror was never law which had placed the burden
known by that name in his own lifetime.
on fathers was denounced by
Today in France it remains a common
many including British essayist
surname.
and historian Thomas Carlyle for
putting a “bounty on unthrift, idleness, bastardy and beer drinking.
The New Poor Law Amendment would rightly place the responsibility
for the support of the bastard on the ‘vicious mother’ thus relieving
parish funds and would, moreover, end the great offence against the
sacrament of marriage.”[10]
Child abandonment was a worldwide phenomenon, few of us as
children realised that the German story of Hansel and Gretel was a
fate which befell many such children across the entire continent and
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beyond. The unfortunate siblings were not only taken into the woods
and abandoned once but twice by their parents. The primary cause of
their abandonment was poverty which remained the biggest factor in
keeping rates of child abandonment high over many centuries.
The historical record is full of accounts of horrific abuse suffered
by abandoned children over millennia. It remains very much with
us, the 2008 film Slumdog Millionaire reflects reality with a scene
in which a child in Mumbai, India, is intentionally blinded so he
could earn more money as a beggar. A practice which has a long
and cruel history. Most abandoned children not lucky to find refuge
became the victims of exploitation, suffering horrific abuse ranging
from disfigurement to sex slavery and now organ harvesting.
The one organisation which for the best part of two thousand years,
had saved the lives of hundreds of thousands of infants and children
and possibly millions, suddenly stands accused in 21st century
Ireland of murdering babies. The question has to be asked, why
would the women of Tuam go against their religion to create “Ireland’s
Holocaust”?
Poor educational standards prevailing in Ireland in recent decades
has allowed to go unchallenged the incompetent assertions of certain
“historians”, especially the assertion that there was a society-wide
hatred of children born outside marriage. It is based upon the false
conflation of the attitudes of the Protestant churches to illegitimate
children into that of all Christian denominations including the
Catholic Church. As one historian put it “in England and the American
colonies, strongholds of Protestantism, people despised the illegitimate
child because he was living and undeniable proof that his parents
were sinners and lawbreakers; they had transgressed God’s laws. In
Europe, these prejudices were offset by the interests of Church and
State; the former wanted souls, the latter soldiers” [11]
Post-reformation protestant churches abandoned the ideals of
the Council of Nicea, refusing entry into protestant managed
orphanages to illegitimate children. The consequences were that in
lands where Protestant denominations were dominant, new terms
began to emerge like, Engelmacherin – German, Anglamakerska –
Swedish, Englemagerske – Danish, all translating into English as
“angel makers”. These were mainly women who, for a fee, offered to
take care of unwanted infants but who in reality were killing them,
hence the title, turning babies into angels. In England and the wider
Anglophone, such women were known as baby farmers, a practice
which went on right up to WWII. In 1907 Rhonda Willis was the last
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woman to be hanged as a baby killing, baby farmer in Britain. A few
years earlier, another British woman, Amelia Dyer suffered a similar
fate and was named as one of the most prolific serial killers in human
history with over 400 victims to her name. Hilda Nilsson in Sweden
cheated the executioner by committing suicide in August 1917
and she was the last of
the country’s women to
receive a death sentence
for multiple infanticides.
[12] All these women had
one thing in common, all
were motivated by money.
Mothers paid a fee to have
their child looked after
but in reality, the fee did
not cover the expense
of rearing an infant.
Consequently many were
left to die of neglect or
Figure 5: Margaret Waters was an English serial
deliberately
dispatched killer hanged by executioner William Calcraft on
to the next life, allowing 11 October, 1870, at Horsemonger Lane Gaol in
London.
the baby farmer to make
a profit. In this sordid
history, we see that women are capable of murder and mass murder
and have many of the same faults as men but pervasive and universal
philogyny2 keeps it below public consciousness.
The Angel Makers/Baby Farmers were in it for the money thus such
a motivation can be ruled out for a group of women who had taken a
vow of poverty and service to the poor. Hatred of illegitimate children
can also be ruled out as it is not supported by the evidence. In fact
the evidence overwhelmingly contradicts and renders bogus most of
the claims published in the media.
Let us now look at the chief evidence postulated in media as evidence
of starvation. The term
“marasmus” on Irish death
certificates refers to a type
of malnutrition which can be
due to poor diet and starvation
but Irish “historians” who are
reliant on Wikipedia have
not troubled themselves to
look at historical documents
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to discover how the term was used historically. For instance, the
Registrar General’s report for 1913 reminds medics that general
terms for diseases like atrophy, marasmus and debility are not to be
used when a more a specific diagnosis can be made.[13] Marasmus
was historically classified as a “wasting disease” not as deliberate
starvation. Deliberate starvation is a crime and if it was suspected,
the authorities would have and did act where abuse/neglect was
suspected. Many people who die from disease are emaciated, such
is the toll taken on their body from battling disease but again some
“historians” and most Irish journalists, not trained in medical
terminology, particularly historical medical nomenclature have
jumped to incompetent conclusions.
The famous 1947 inspector’s reports for the Tuam Home mentions
that some children were emaciated which has also been used as
further evidence of neglect and starvation. So let us look up Wikipedia
for a definition- “Emaciation is caused by severe malnourishment and
starvation. Emaciation is a predominant symptom of malnourishment,
a basic component of poverty and famine that also occurs with
diseases that interfere with the digestive system and appetite,
other systems, and eating disorders.”[14] It appears our “historians”
and “journalists” will not even consider or mention disease as a cause
because it does not suit their agenda. It takes no more than a very
basic medical knowledge to realise that when patients are described
as emaciated, it is due to the body’s energy store being used to fight
disease and or digestive diseases.
Infants do not have a developed immune system and are consequently
more prone to succumbing to disease. New-born infants lose weight
in the first few days of life
as their body’s energy
store is needed to supply
power for breathing. The
vulnerability of infants was
well known then and now
but saving delicate lives
was an impossible task and
remains stubbornly difficult
to solve. The World Health
Organisation
estimates
that even in the world
today 1.5 million babies die
needlessly per year due to
nothing more than bottle
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feeding.[15] Disease might be the final killer but social conditions
allow diseases to run rampant, a fact suspected but unproven until
relatively recently. The risk of dying from disease increases by at least
10 fold due to poverty. While this was suspected for decades to be the
case, it has only been proven comprehensively in the last 30 years.
Even so, it is still not unusual to see headlines in the media like
this one from Newsweek magazine in 2015, reporting on a research
project, which declared “Washington’s Poorest Infants are Ten Times
More Likely to Die than the Richest”.[16]
In thousands of research projects spanning the last century and a
half, poverty is mentioned as a contributory factor in high infant
and child mortality rates. Evidence from developing countries today
again overwhelmingly shows that poverty is the primary cause of
high maternal, neonatal and child mortality rates. Ireland was a
developing country for this entire period.
The poverty to which a great many
Irish people were forced to endure
up to relatively recently has not been
factored in or has been discounted
without any competent examination
of the Tuam story. By and large, the
women who were in these mother and
baby homes were the poorest of the
poor, from the poorest region of the
country and without doubt, poverty
was a major factor in the higher than
average mortality rates.
To modern eyes, infants of the past
were surprisingly delicate, in London
for example in the summer of 1911,
infants died at a rate of 3,000 a
month, three times higher than in
Figure 7: Poster warning of the death Paris at the same time which was
of 3,000 babies a month in London also experiencing an increased infant
death rate. The cause was nothing more than hot summer weather
but unlike their Irish counterparts, British historians have not gone
back into history picked an easy fight with the dead, claiming it to be a
murderous holocaust. When we ask why Irish historians have allowed
themselves to be carried away in a mass hysteria, the answers are
disturbing and an embarrassment to the Irish intellectual tradition.
Only 10 out of 796 death certificates from the Tuam home record
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the cause of death as being due to marasmus with a further 106
recording debility as the cause of death. It would appear that the
journalists sensationalising the murder claims could not find the
term debility associated with starvation on Wikipedia, even though
it was classified alongside marasmus as ‘wasting disease’ thus they
missed the opportunity to increase the number of ‘starved to death’
by tenfold. Every single one of the 796 death certificates, with one
exception, was certified by duly appointed doctors as being due to
disease. Many death certs from that era show that a great many
people could not afford a doctor but every mother and child at the
Tuam home had access to a medical doctor.
The one Tuam death certificate which has received no attention
from the media reports that a coroner’s investigation (inquest) had
taken place. Such an investigation must by law take place when
the cause of a death is unexplained or is perceived to have taken
place in suspicious circumstances. In this case, the infant’s death
was caused by the mother lying over on it thereby suffocating it to
death. If the charge of murder is to stick to all other 795 deaths then
the doctors, coroners, police and a lot of other people have to be in
collusion. The fact that not one of them “blew the whistle” on any
one of the hundreds of people involved in such a holocaust over a
period of 36 years, stretches the bounds of credulity to regions of
the phantasmagorical. Furthermore, it shows that the reporting of
deaths was compliant with the law.

282 deaths were caused by influenza, measles, tuberculosis (TB)
and pertussis (whooping cough) which were big killers of children
back then. Everyone of a certain age in Ireland remembers that
TB was rife among the Irish population, it killed old and young in
their thousands. However, again we find that the crime of historical
presentism has to be committed in order to support the fallacy of
child murder. There was no cure, nor was a prevention such as a
vaccination available for any of these diseases for most of the time in
which Tuam was in operation. The pertussis vaccine only came into
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Ireland and Britain in the mid-1950s where over 2,000 children died
in bad years from pertussis, while a safe and reliable measles vaccine
only became available in the 1980s. While the death rate has come
down, each death remains a tragedy and largely preventable, a recent
outbreak of influenza killed 102 people in Ireland over a three month
period in 2017/18.
Measles and pertussis are highly infectious with infection rates of
90% and 80% respectively. That means that if one person came into a
room of 100 people suffering from measles, 90 people would become
infected with the disease and a portion of them will die. Despite
these diseases being preventable these days, many children remain
unvaccinated thanks to vaccine scares resulting in 21,315 cases of
measles and 35 deaths in Europe in 2017[17]
Is it fair, can it be morally justified or is it rational to accuse women
of murder for being unable to cure diseases which at the time were
incurable and unpreventable?
Presentism is defined as “an attitude toward the past dominated by
present-day attitudes and experiences”.[18] The discipline of history,
particularly historical interpretation is littered with anachronisms
and other falsehoods due to the inability of the human mind to
process historic information without filtering it through its current
understanding and or minds lacking in the necessary background
information to understand fully the multiplicity of factors which
influenced and motivated past decision makers. Natural susceptibility
towards bad workmanship is bad enough but the discipline is also
plagued with examples of it being used/misused to promote everything
from political ideologies to cultural biases. All the cognitive and
rational maladies which affect the discipline are present and visible
in abundance to the trained eye in the Tuam scandal.
The academic discipline of history is well aware of these afflictions and
has evolved certain quality control measures designed to weed out
bad histories. The chief weapon in the armoury is called ‘peer review’,
where fellow academics and sometimes erudite members of the public
cast a critical eye over academic work. I have come across some peerreviewed articles where the peers can be quite rambunctious in their
condemnation of each other’s work but this is necessary and vital
for quality workmanship to prevail, not just in history but across the
spectrum of academic disciplines. The old aphorism stands true, if
everyone is thinking the same, then no one is doing any thinking. The
peer review system is broken in Irish academia mainly because it is a
small parish where the risk of offending a fellow academic can create
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career-long animosities, which reside so close to home that they are
best avoided. Peers who are remote from the situation are the key
solution but not many exist who have no connection to Ireland with
an interest in Irish history. So anything goes and it usually does
in the current climate with its absence of any functioning quality
control systems. It is not just the media who are passing falsehoods
off as facts, just as many falsehoods are propagated by a small cohort
of academic writers. In any correctly functioning society, one would
rightly expect those who put themselves forward as the sentinel of
intellectual endeavour should be in possession of the knowledge to
be able to expose bad history.
Competent external peer review would also have revealed the role
of cultural biases which are so prevalent and ingrained at an early
age that they go unnoticed. The chief driver of them all is the Irish
self-hate bias, most commonly manifest in the Irish national sport of
begrudgery.
The immunosuppressant hiding the pathogens of Irish cultural biases
from recognition and attack is the
Nirvana Fallacy.3 It never allows Irish
people nor Irish society to be validly
compared to other human societies.
Perish such thoughts, the Irish
are always compared to unrealistic
models of behaviour and idealised
humans. For example, the British
government enacted legislation in 1913 which classified unmarried
mothers as “moral imbeciles”[19], particularly those who got pregnant
twice, thus allowing for their incarceration in mental asylums and
county homes. The act remained in force right up to 1959. In the
many papers I have studied on this subject I have found no evidence
that Irish “historians” have gone outside Ireland or the Anglophone
to check out how other countries dealt with such social problems nor
is there evidence that they are familiar with the various stages of the
20th century medical zeitgeist. This profession was heavily involved
in advocating and instantiating solutions based on their scientific
understandings but their work and views have largely been ignored.
When such work is carried out and understood, the Irish system was
not at all as brutal as it has been falsely made out to be.
There are many more points which I could use to prove the
incompetence of the Irish when writing Irish history but the most
egregious example of ignorance is manifest in the use of mortality
statistics. Tuam we are told had higher mortality rates than other
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institutions around the country and this has been posited as
evidence of neglect and abuse. Today, Galway city is blessed with
many fine hospitals but one has a mortality rate much higher than
all the rest but our “historians” have not got around to labelling it
a holocaust, just yet. They have also missed out on an early 20th
century Dublin children’s hospital which was founded by a feminist
doctor, entirely managed and staffed by female doctors and nurses.
In its first year of operation, St. Ultan’s hospital had a mortality rate
of 43%[20] while the National Children’s hospital on Harcourt St.
had a mortality rate of 13%. Private hospitals in western society have
lower mortality rates than public hospitals,[21] not only is this due
to private patients belonging to lower risk category but because the
hospital management continually pulls stunts on the statisticians.
It is so prevalent in the American health care system that they have
their own term to describe it, “hospice flipping”.[22] When a patient
is about to die, hospital management gets rid of them by sending
them to die at home or to die in a hospice. The hospital then avoids
having to record deaths against its name and so the illusion of better
healthcare and outcomes is falsely allowed to propagate in order to
attract patients and increase profits. The Galway hospice, a hospital
for the dying, like most hospices worldwide must have an annual

Figure 8: The Angel of Mercy, painted by Joseph Highmore c. 1746. Note the affluent
attire of the baby farmer about to strangle an infant while a poorer or less affluently
attired woman keeps watch. The angel is urging the baby farmer to take the child to
the orphanage, rather than kill it.
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mortality rate of well over 90%. Accordingly, prior to the foundation
of the hospice, in earlier decades, hospital deaths rates were much
higher than today and the drop is a least partially attributable to
‘flipping’ rather than medical or social progress. The fact that it has
not been picked up to date in Ireland is due to the current failings of
the Irish intellectual tradition. Harcourt Street was pulling a “hospice
flipping” stunt by not accepting children with infectious diseases.
These children had nowhere to go but to institutions where the
ethos dictated that it could not refuse children entry or healthcare.
Consequently, the mortality statistics of these institutions was higher
and they remain higher in institutions of today which deal with highrisk individuals. Evincing beyond all reasonable doubt that when we
are looking for the “sinister” in Irish history, we are more likely to
find it in the motivations of certain Irish “historians”, than in the
historical record.
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ENDNOTES
Defined as the killing of a child under one year of age.
love of or liking for women
3
A common fallacy in research where realistic evidence is compared to a “perfect
world” or impossible standard. It therefore allows attacks on individuals, ethnic
groups, societies, nations, ideas because they are perceived to be imperfect.
1
2
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BRAY CUALANN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BY

JAMES SCANNELL

Neal Doherty opened the Autumn programme in the Royal Hotel,
Bray, on Thursday September 21st with his lecture ‘The Streets of
Dublin’; on Thursday October 19th Vandra Costello presented ‘Irish
Demesne Landscapes 1660-1740’, followed on Thursday November
16th by Pádraig Laffan with ‘The Desperate Fight to Save the Harvest
of 1946 & The Severe Winter of 1946/47’.
On Tuesday October 31st a bracelet lost by Bray, Co. Wicklow, woman
Josephine Heffernan, in Rimaucourt Haute Marne, eastern France,
in 1918 while serving as a nurse with the U.S. Army, and found 15
years ago by a school boy, was finally returned to surviving family
members at a ceremony in Bray, Co. Wicklow, and the subject of a
documentary screened by the French tv channel France 2 at the end
of November. French researchers were assisted in Ireland by Brian
White of the Bray Cualann Historical Society who was able to provide
the documentary team with information on her surviving relatives,
some of whom attended the presentation ceremony.
The Autumn programme concluded in December with two morning
talks by James Scannell recalling ‘Christmas 1942 in Bray, Co.
Wicklow’ on Thursday December 7th in Ballywaltrim Library, Bray,
and ‘Christmas 1917 in Bray, Co. Wicklow’ on Friday December 8th
in Bray Library.
On Thursday January 18th 2017 the Society opened the Spring
2018 programme with its AGM followed by a presentation – ‘1918 –
Votes for Women’ by Brian White. The 2018 Committee elected was:
President - Ms. Eva Sutton; Chairperson & Hon. Treasurer - Brian
White; Vice-Chairperson - Dave Murphy; Hon. Secretary – Ms. May
Harte; Hon. PRO – James Scannell; Communications & Technology –
Mark Murphy; Visitor Reception – Ms. Nancy Mahony. On Thursday
February 15th Felix Larkin presented ‘Two Gentlemen of the Freeman:
Thomas Sexton & William H. Brayden’, followed on Thursday March
15th by Ms. Joan Kavanagh with ‘Glendalough through the eyes
of a camera’. James Scannell gave two morning lectures recalling
‘Easter 1918 in Bray, Co. Wicklow’ on Friday March 23rd in Bray
Library, and ‘Easter 1943 in Bray, Co. Wicklow’ on Thursday March
29th in Ballywaltrim Library, Bray; on Thursday April 19th Damien
Burke presented ‘Fr. William Doyle (Woodbine Willie)’, concluding on
Thursday May 17th with an evening devoted to ‘Printed in Bray: the
history of the printing industry in Bray and County Wicklow’
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For Heritage Week 2018, James Scannell presented a morning talk
‘August 18th to August 26th 1918 in Bray, Co. Wicklow’ on Saturday
August 18th in Bray Library, followed on Wednesday August 22nd
with a morning ‘Victorian Bray Walking Tour’ led by Brian White.
On Thursday August 23rd James Scannell presented a morning
talk ‘August 18th to August 26th 1943 in Bray, Co. Wicklow’ in
Ballywaltrim Library, Bray, followed on Saturday August 25th with
a morning presentation by Brian White covering ‘A 400 Year Social
History of Kilruddery and the Brabazon Family’ in Kilruddery House,
Bray, and an afternoon ‘Victorian Bray, Walking Tour’ led by Brian
White.
Ms. Bernardine Ruddy opened the Autumn programme in the Royal
Hotel, Bray, on Thursday September 20th with her lecture ‘Watson’s
Nursery, Clontarf to Killiney, 1884-1967’, followed on Thursday 27th
with a special presentation ‘Michael Collins and the guerrilla warfare
during the War of Independence’ by visiting American historian
Joseph E.A. Connell Jr. On Thursday October 18th James Scannell
presented ‘The Sinking of the RMS Leinster and the last days of the
war’.
The Society organised a Josephine Heffernan exhibition in the Mermaid
Arts Centre, Bray which ran from November 9th to November 18th,
followed by the November 22nd lecture presented by Brian White
on ‘400 Years of the Brabazons in Bray’. The programme concludes
in December with two morning talks - ‘Christmas 1943 in Bray,
Co. Wicklow’ in Ballywaltrim Library on Thursday December 6th ,
‘Christmas 1918 in Bray, Co. Wicklow’ in Bray Library on Friday,
December 7th, both of which will be presented by James Scannell.

Bb

RMS LEINSTER CENTENARY
COMMEMORATION
ENNIS, SUNDAY 7 OCTOBER 2018
JANE HALLORAN RYAN, CHAIRPERSON, CLARE ROOTS SOCIETY
On Sunday, 7 October, the Clare Peace Park Committee, Ennis Parish
and the Clare Roots Society gathered together to remember those 11
Clare victims who perished in the sinking of the RMS Leinster on 10
October 1918.
BY
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Bishop Fintan Monahan
celebrated Mass at the
Ennis Cathedral with
many of the descendants
of
the
victims
in
attendance. Each victim’s
family was given a framed
photograph which was
placed on the altar at the
beginning of the Mass
together with mementos
for the sacred space from
the Red Cross, The Chief
Superintendent of the Garda Siochána, The Chief Fire Officer, the
Royal National Lifeboat Institution in Clare (RNLI) and two members
from the U.N. Irish Living History Group.
John Bradley, PRO for the Clare Roots Society welcomed all to the
Mass and spoke about the tragic event that had occurred in 1918
which was the greatest loss of life in the Irish Sea with a total of 567
victims.
Lucille Ellis wrote a booklet entitled “The RMS Leinster Commemoration
1918-2018 Clare’s Connection” which was published by the Clare
Roots Society for this occasion. This booklet was launched after
Mass in the Ennis Parish Centre with a large attendance of family
members, members of the public and political figures. Ms. Ellis
spoke about her research and some of the sad stories associated with
this tragedy. Mayor of Clare, Clare Colleran Molloy did the honour of
officially launching the book.
Shortly after, the ceremony moved to the Clare Peace Park which is
located near Glór Theatre. The families of the 11 Clare Victims were
invited to lay a wreath at the monument as part of the ceremonies.
The names of all 11 victims are inscribed in the monument together
with the names of those from County Clare who died in World War
I and II. The Ennis Brass Band performed, and a lone piper played
the National Anthem.
Many thanks to the Clare Peace Park committee, Clare Roots Society
and Ennis Parish for making this commemoration such a wonderful
occasion for all those affected by the tragedy.

Bb
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CLOYNE LITERARY

AND

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

OUR OUTINGS

IN

2018

Besides our monthly lectures in the winter we had more outings than
ever this year.
In March our Cloyne Society sent a delegation to the one-day of local
history at the Archives of Dublin Public Library. This seminar was
open to all of Ireland, unlike the previous years (only Dublin). The
archivist, Enda Leany, had taken great care in selecting a variety
of short talks, each of them on a different topic; all of them were
presented with enthusiasm, sometimes bordering passion.
They included: the creation of Dublin Liberties Cultural Association;
the history of Dublin’s Hartcourt Street Line; a National League
confrontation in 1884; a collection of Edwardian postcards, presented
in a humorous manner; an old Georgian House and the families who
lived in it; some of Dublin’s less well-known characters, famous
or infamous; the experience of a former Dublin docker, who gave
gripping details of their harsh working conditions and precarious
daily life, but saying also that it made the difference between being
poor and becoming destitute. (On a personal note, this last talk was
my favourite one.)
In April, we followed a guided tour of Youghal, Co.Cork, with Dr
Kieran Groeger. Our guide showed us unusual aspects of the town
and its history, converting the long walk into a story-telling event at
every corner; from the quays, through the town, to St Mary’s Church,
to the top of the hill and back down.
In May, we spent an afternoon at the Old Deanery, Cloyne, Co.
Cork, a conventional Georgian style house which the owners have
restored over a period of 10 years. They have also discovered and
restored a fully functional walled garden, now supplying fruit and
vegetables for the family; this garden is occasionally open under the
Royal Horticulture Society of Ireland scheme. Having a great love of
trees, the owners have also planted, over a 20-year period, several
hundred varieties of unusual specimens. After a guided tour of the
large gardens we were able to sit and relax amongst the trees and
flowers to enjoy an afternoon tea with homemade scones and jams.
In June, the annual joint outing between Cloyne and Whitegate/
Aghada societies brought us to Spike Island, Cobh, Co. Cork, recently
upgraded and expanded. We could appreciate the difference, having
visited it previously, just after it was initially opened to the public. A
comprehensive guided tour was led by John Flynn, also a member
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of our Cloyne Society. In addition, there were matters of interest for
all ages and categories of visitors: museums, exhibitions, equipment,
weapons, prisons, bastions and coffee shop, all linked through a
network of trails. As a final bonus, a walk on the cliffs provided a
breath-taking view of Cobh Harbour.
In August, the theme of this year’s Heritage Week was ‘Share a Story,
Make a Connection’. It seemed appropriate to celebrate Christy Ring,
Cloyne’s greatest sporting hero, who left a lasting legacy in the town
where he was born. The event took place in Harty’s Restaurant, our
year-round sponsor in Cloyne. Willie Ring (Christy’s nephew), several
of Christy’s cousins and a number of his former young followers
attended the gathering, sharing their childhood memories and stories
about him; some of them brought memorabilia and cut-outs from
newspapers, carefully assembled in notebooks. An ultimate collection
of documents was also displayed there by Denis O’Sullivan, a lifelong
tribute to Christy and hurling. Finally, it was probably around the
final ‘cuppa’ that the best details about Christy Ring were exchanged,
everyone adding their own ‘links’ to the overall ‘connection’.

Bb

DUN LAOGHAIRE BOROUGH HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
BY

JAMES SCANNELL

Rob Goodbody opened the Society’s Autumn 2017-2018 programme
of indoor lectures in the Royal Marine Hotel, Dun Laoghaire, Co.
Dublin, on Wednesday September 20th with ‘Martello Towers of the
Dublin Coastline’, which was followed by a 3-day Autumn tour of
the Midlands and environs from Sunday September 24th to Tuesday
September 26th ; on Wednesday October 18th Cormac Lowth, in
response to public demand, repeated ‘The History of Dun Laoghaire
Harbour – a great many aspects of the Harbour over the past 200
years, 1817-2017’, while on Wednesday November 15th Neal Doherty
covered ‘The Complete Guide to the Statues and Sculptures of Dublin’,
followed by the launch of the Society’s Journal No. 27, concluding on
Wednesday December 6th with ‘A History of Old Dun Laoghaire with
Slides’ by Society member Seamus O’Connor.
Vincent Delaney opened the 2018 Spring programme in the Royal
Marine Hotel on Wednesday January 17th with his lecture ‘History
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of the Water Wags’, followed on Wednesday February 21st with
‘Information Sources for Dun Laoghaire History’ by Tom Conlon;
and on Wednesday March 21st by ‘Ballycorus Lead Works’ from Rob
Goodbody.
The AGM of the Society was held on Wednesday April 18th and
finished with a ‘Collectors/Treasures Night’, followed on Saturday
April 21st with half-day trip to Glasnevin Cemetery, Dublin.
On Saturday May 12th the dlr Lexicon, Dún Laoghaire, hosted a
Local History Societies Day showcasing the work of local history
societies within the Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council
administrative area, organised by Anna and Colin Scudds of the
Society in conjunction with the Local Studies Department of the DLR
Library Service. In addition to this society, participating local history
societies were the Foxrock Local History Club, Kilmacud-Stillorgan
Local History Society, the Mount Merrion Historical Society, and the
Rathmichael Historical Society. The Spring programme concluded on
Wednesday May 16th with ‘The Cheevers Family of Monkstown’ by
Dr. Seamus Cannon
On Wednesday June 20th Colin Scudds led a ‘Historic Walk’ from
Kelly’s Avenue to the Old Fire Station, while For Heritage Week, on
Wednesday August 22nd Society member Alice Cullen led an evening
‘Dalkey Town and Coastal Walk’.
Cormac Lowth opened the Autumn 2018 programme of indoor
lectures in the Royal Marine Hotel on Wednesday September 19th
with ‘The Sinking of the Leinster’ which was followed on Saturday
September 23rd to Tuesday September 25th by this year’s Three Day
Outing to Limerick and its environs; on Wednesday October 17th
Ms. Bernardine Ruddy will present ‘Watson’s Nursery, Clontarf to
Killiney, 1884-1967’; on Wednesday November 21st Vincent Ruddy
will look at ‘Pre-Famine Dublin: A Calamity Waiting to Happen’
followed by the launch of the Society’s Journal No. 28, concluding on
Wednesday December 5th with ‘The Building of the Kish Lighthouse
(DVD) and some of the history of the Kish Bank’
Copies of the Society’s Journal No. 28 and No. 27 price €7 each +
postage, and some other back issues are still available. Contact The Hon. Secretary, Dun Laoghaire Borough Historical Society, 7
Northumberland Park, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin — call 01-2806213
but not after 9 p.m. local time.

Bb
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MOYBOLOGUE HISTORICAL SOCIETY – 2017
‘LOTS DONE, LOTS TO DO’
BY

BRIAN CALLAGHAN

Moybologue Historical Society was founded in March 2012 and
is a voluntary community group concerned with preserving and
promoting the history and heritage of the Moybologue complex and
surrounding areas.
The Society commenced its 2017 programme in St. Mary’s Hall
Tierworker on 07th February with a well-attended talk given by Kevin
Barton, Archaeological Geophysicist with Landscape and Geophysical
Services Ltd. (LGS) on the subject of ‘Recording and Presenting your
Graveyard: Research, Maps and Documenting Plots and Headstones.’
This was followed a few days later by the Society’s AGM at which the
committee was elected for the next 3 years; Eamonn Donnelly being
elected as Chairperson, Kathleen Cooney as Treasurer, Joe Gargan
as vice-Treasurer, Brian Callaghan as Secretary and John Donnellan
as vice-Secretary. During February the group was also approached by
Nutopia Film Company from London, who wanted to film a segment
with Professor Diarmaid Ferriter at the old graveyard for a two part
documentary to be broadcast in The History Channel in the USA only
on 29th May as ‘America; Promised Land.’ The documentary was also
later broadcast on the History Channel UK as ‘How the World Made
America’ during September.
Brian Callaghan and Eamonn Donnelly represented the society
at the annual Rathcroghan Conference –Archaeology Above and
Below 2017 - in Tulsk, Co. Roscommon. Brian Callaghan delivered
a very well received talk entitled ‘Moybologue – Below and Beyond’
where he outlined the history of the Moybologue complex, some of
the interesting archaeological and architectural features, and the
Society’s plans for further research, investigation and preservation.
In addition several beneficial contacts were made at the conference,
not least with David Craig of Irish Sights Ltd. who put the Society in
touch with the ladies from Drumgath Ladies Group, near Rathfrilland
in Co. Down who are involved in recording and preserving a similar
site in their community at Drumgath, and Research Archaeologists
Martin A. Timoney and Mary B. Timoney, who would visit Moybologue
old graveyard in September.
In May, the Society planned and undertook a community remote
sensing project at Moybologue old graveyard. Using the non-invasive
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techniques Earth Resistance Survey and Electrical Resistivity
Tomography (ERT), members of the Society and community volunteers,
supervised by Kevin Barton (LGS) surveyed a 40m squared area
in the northern section of the graveyard as well as a cross-section
through the church ruins. The main purpose was to investigate what
lay beneath the surface of the ground in these areas and to try and
pin-point the location of the Famine Grave at Moybologue. Everyone
who came along got to ‘have a go’ hands on with the earth resistance
meter, and also join in the ‘Choir’ for the ERT. A GPS survey using
a total station was also performed to supplement an existing map of
the graveyard with grid-reference data points and thus facilitate the
survey data generated to be overlaid on the map of the graveyard.
On the 10th June the Society welcomed members of the Drumgath
Ladies Group and the Ulster Archaeological Society (UAS) from
Queen’s University Belfast to Moybologue for a look around and to
compare notes on our two sites. This was followed up by a return
visit by members of Moybologue Historical Society to Drumgath
old graveyard in Co. Down on 29th July, to observe a UAS survey
underway and it was agreed that the two groups would collaborate
cross-border on future research exercises and initiatives, sharing
and learning from each other’s knowledge and experiences, while
helping to foster links between two rural communities each side of
the border.
Continuing on in this vein, the society arranged and carried out a
community led heritage survey in the old graveyard to survey and
record all the grave-markers and grave-marker inscriptions. There
was a strong community engagement in this survey with a large
turn-out of participants and interested observers and the survey was
completed over a weekend from 14th to 15th July. John Tierney,
Field Archaeologist with Eachtra Archaeological Projects Ltd. provided
training and supervision to the participants and all markers and
inscriptions have been fully recorded and uploaded to the Historic
Graves website where they can be accessed and viewed publicly at
http://historicgraves.com/graveyard/moybologue-old/cv-mool
The Society is very proud of the fact that Moybologue old graveyard
was the first historic graveyard in Co. Cavan to have a complete
record of all grave-markers and inscriptions made available on the
Historic Graves website.
Heritage Week 2017 held (19th – 27th Aug) was a landmark week for
the Society as it organised and held its first Heritage Week Events.
Niamh Smyth TD, Fianna Fail spokesperson for Arts and Heritage,
launched Heritage Week for Moybologue Historical Society at the
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old graveyard on Friday evening 18th August. Early the following
Saturday morning (26th August), in the mist, a team of 4 society
members and Kevin Barton (LGS), watched eagerly by a fine herd
of cattle, assembled in a field known locally as ‘Muintirnagh’ in
Blackhills Lower to carry out a remote sensing survey on a possible
Bronze-aged Ring Barrow. A combination of Earth Resistance Survey
and Magnetic Susceptibility was used and the outputs of the survey,
including a wonderful 3D image of the Ring-Barrow, indicate that
further remote sensing work may well uncover some Bronze-aged
secrets in our midst. In the afternoon Kevin Barton gave a very
well attended and well received talk in Bailieboro Library entitled
‘Moybologue, Geophys in a Graveyard’ where he discussed the results
of the remote sensing in the graveyard in May and some preliminary
results from the survey of the Ring-Barrow earlier in the day. The
society also launched their new emblem or logo at the talk, which was
designed by Dan Evans, Graphic Designer, and is derived from the
carved gravestone with the smiling monk or cleric in the graveyard.
Following closely on from Heritage Week was a visit by renowned
grave-marker expert and Research Archaeologist, Mary B. Timoney,
and her husband Martin A. Timoney, also a renowned Archaeologist,
from 01st to 02nd September. The weekend began on Friday afternoon
with visits to Gallon, Raffoney, Old Lurgan and Teampaill Ceallaigh
graveyards to photograph and view the historic grave markers at
these sites for comparison. This was followed in the evening by an
informal gathering of local graveyard groups for a discussion with
Mary B. and Martin in the Bailie Hotel and we were pleased to
welcome members of Drumgoon Hill old graveyard committee, Gallon
graveyard committee and Virginia and District Historical Society.
On Saturday morning Mary B. led a large group on a guided walk
and talk in Moybologue old graveyard, commenting on the styles and
decorations of the historic grave markers along the way. This was
followed by an equally well attended talk delivered by Mary B. in
the afternoon in Bailieboro Library entitled ‘Graveyards, Memorials &
their Decoration: Moybologue & Elsewhere.’ The weekend was capped
off by some excellent drone footage and aerial photographs taken of
the site by Paul McCabe of Moynalty Photostock.
Recently, the Society also commissioned Michael Durkan of Irish
Graveyard Surveyors to survey, map and record Moybologue new
cemetery in the townland of Carnans. This survey was completed
during the first week of December and the results are available on the
Irish Graveyards website at
http://irishgraveyards.ie/search.php?area_
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OLD DUBLIN SOCIETY
CUMANN

LE
BY

SEANDACHT ÁTHA CLIATH
JAMES SCANNELL

The Society commenced its bi-monthly Wednesday night Autumn
2017 programme in Dublin City Library & Archive, 138 – 144
Pearse Street, Dublin 2, with a 6 p.m. starting time on August
23rd with a Heritage Week talk ‘So Many Sweet Flowers: From
Clontarf to Killiney – Dublin’s Famous Watson’s Nurseries, 1884 to
1967’- Ms. Bernardine Ruddy; September 13th: ‘The Leading Dublin
Manufacturing Firms of the 1920s’ – Professor Frank Barry (TCD);
Wednesday 27th: ‘The Fenian Rising in Dublin’- Séan Bagnall;
October 11th: ‘The Kearney Hangings at Bohernabreena, 1816’John Fitzgerald. This presentation was the Society’s contribution to
the 4th Dublin Festival of History organised by Dublin City Libraries;
October 25th: ‘Pre-Famine Dublin: A Calamity Waiting to Happen?’
– Vincent Ruddy; November 8th : ‘From Meath of the Pastures to
Smithfield: A Story of a Cattle Market and a Family Who Lived There’
– Ms. Mary O’Connell; November 22nd: ‘A Centenary Perspective
on Thomas Ashe (1885-1917), Commandant 5th Battalion Dublin
Brigade, 1916’ – Frank Whearity, followed by the AGM at which Ms.
Bernardine Ruddy was re-elected President. Elected to the Council
posts were Vice-Presidents A. P. Behan, Rev. D. A. Levistone Cooney;
Hon. Secretary: Ms. Sheila Fleming; Hon. Treasurer: John Fitzgerald;
Hon. PRO – James Scannell, and as Council members were Henry
Fairbrother, John Holohan, Barry Farrell, Bryan MacMahon, Ken
Finlay, Laurence Yourell, Ms. Mary O’Connell Ms. Helen Mulvany,
and Ms. Karina Walsh. Dr. Séamas Ó Maitiú was re-appointed Hon.
Editor of the Dublin Historical Record at the January 2018 meeting
of the Council.
James Scannell represented the Society on Saturday November
25th at the 2017 Local History Day hosted by Dublin City Library &
Archive with his presentation ‘The Cover-Up That Failed: The August
1867 Bray Head Derailment’, and also presented ‘Christmas 1917 in
Kingston & Dalkey’ in Dalkey Public Library on Tuesday December
5th and ‘Christmas 1917 in South Dublin’ in Stillorgan Public Library
on Thursday December 21st.
Papers read to the Society during the Spring 2018 programme in
Dublin City Library and Archive included – February 14th: ‘A Life
of Crime: Stealing Books in 18th and 19th Century Dublin’ – Dr.
Jason McElligott; February 28nd: Meeting cancelled due to adverse
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weather ‘The Beast from the East’ – Storm Emma; March 14th: ‘The
Dublin Paving Board (1774-1847); grime and grandeur on the city’s
streets’ – Dr. Finnian Ó Cionnaith; March 28th: ‘He Lost Himself
Completely: Shell shock and its treatment in Dublin’s Richmond
Military Hospital, 1916-1919’ – Dr. Brendan Kelly; April 11th: ‘St.
Thomas’s Parish Grand Jury Records’ – Seán Magee; April 25th:
‘Baggot Street Hospital 60 Years Ago’ – Dr. Michael Pegum.
Ken Finlay represented the Society at the 14th Local History Group
Day on Saturday March 24th hosted by Dublin City Library and
Archive with his presentation ‘Lesser Known Dubs – The Good, the
Bad and the Downright Despicable’.
The Summer 2018 programme included the following events –
Wednesday May 23rd: Visit to the Dublin Hebrew Congregation
(Orthodox Synagogue Terenure); Thursday June 14th; Tour and talk
at Marsh’s Library, St. Patrick’s Close, Dublin 8; Thursday June 21st:
Professor Frank Barry, TCD, launched the Spring 2018 issue of the
Dublin Historical Record, the twice yearly journal of the Old Dublin
Society, at a reception in The Chocolate Factory and Blas Café,(the
former Williams and Woods sweet factory), 26 King’s Inn Street, Dublin
1, and also presented Ms. Cathy Scuffil, with the Old Dublin Society
Medal for her paper ‘All Quiet on the Southern Front: South Circular
Road, Dublin, on the eve of World War, the most outstanding paper
published in the Dublin Historical Record during 2017; Saturday
July 14th : Tour of Richmond Barracks and Goldenbridge Cemetery;
Wednesday August 22nd: Special Heritage Week lecture – ‘The Life
and Times of Lundy Foot & Co., Tobacco Manufacturers’ in Dublin
City Library and Archive; by John Fitzgerald; Thursday August 23rd:
Heritage Week talk – An August 1922 Shankill Civil War Incident’ by
James Scannell in Shankill Library, Library, Library Road, Shankill,
Co. Dublin.

The Autumn 2018 programme opened in Dublin City Library &
Archive, on Wednesday September 12th with ‘Dorothy Macardle:
unlikely republican’ – Dr. Leeann Lane; Wednesday September
27th: ‘Georgian Dublin: The Forces That Shaped The City’ – Dr.
Diarmuid Ó Gráda; Wednesday October 10th: ‘The Torpedoing of the
RMS Leinster – October 10th 1918’ – James Scannell; Wednesday
October 24th: ‘Richard Stanihurst (1547-1618): Dublin’s earliest
historian’ – Dr. Colm Lennon: Wednesday November 14th: ‘The
Business of Dublin in the early 20th Century: An overview of
the retail and financial sector’ – Emmet Oliver; November 28th:
‘Charles Cameron – Saving the City’ – Ken Finlay followed by the
AGM of the Society.
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The Spring and Autumn 2018 issues of the Dublin Historical Record
were published and distributed to members. Copies, including
back issues, are available from: olddublinsociety@gmail.com.
Annual membership of the Old Dublin Society is €35 and includes
the mailing of the Autumn, Spring, and Summer programmes,
and the Autumn and Spring issues of the Dublin Historical Record.
Membership inquires, SAE appreciated, to The Membership Secretary,
5 Dollymount Avenue, Clontarf, Dublin D03 Y304, or email the
Society at: olddublinsociety@gmail.com.

Bb

PASSAGE WEST MARITIME MUSEUM

History was made in the glorious sunshine of a Sunday morning when
a large gathering outside the former Town Hall witnessed the cutting of
the ribbon to open the Passage West Maritime Museum. The tape was
cut by the projects chief innovators, Jim Murphy and his daughter
Angela. Angela, on behalf of her father and the volunteer committee,
thanked everyone associated with the long sought after museum, for
their hard work in making the project a reality. The Museum on the
site of the former Hennessy Brother’s Boatyard, Vocational School
and Town Council Chamber was thronged with people in its first
day with people from all around the area. It is a huge collective effort
LOCAL HISTORY JOURNAL 2017

163

and all about the town’s rich and extensive maritime history. Present
also were Donnchadh O Laoghaire TD, Michael McGrath TD and Cllr
Michael Frick Murphy along with Fr Con Cronin SPS CC. There is
so much to admire in Cork Harbour‘s latest attraction covering the
proud maritime history of “the original Port of Cork and the birthplace
of Ireland’s steamship industry” including boat building and skills,
fishing, sailing , rowing, leisure craft and the fire brigade. The story
is told in the excellent panels and takes time to study the amazing
detail of superb model boats by Mike Loring. There is also a video
clip from the fifties in Scotland about the many skills of shipbuilding
and many artefacts, documents and photos. Take time to savour all
this by visiting the museum, every Wednesday from 10.30 am to 1
pm and from 2 pm to 5.30 pm; Thursdays from 2 pm to 5.30 pm and
Sundays from 2 pm to 5 pm.

Bb

RATHMICHAEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY,
SHANKILL, CO.DUBLIN.
BY

RICHARD RYAN

At the AGM on 3rd January, John Lennon stood down as
President having completed a three-year stint and was replaced
by Patrick Salmon. John then gave us a historical talk on his own
neighbourhood in Dundrum. The Spring session included two talks
on the development of Dublin, one by Tim Carey and the other by
Diarmuid O Gráda. The final talk by Rob Goodbody in the session
was on our mining heritage at Ballycorus.
Later in the Summer, Rob led us on a guided walk to the Ballycorus
lead mines and smelting works and its well-known chimney. He also
led us on trip to the 11th century Tully Church with its two high
crosses, now located in the middle of a massive new development at
Cherrywood. On this outing, he also showed us the location of the
late 18th century Lehaunstown military camp, of which nothing is
now visible above ground.
The impact of large-scale development on built heritage seemed to
have been one of the themes of our outings in 2018. Our outing
to Grangegorman led by Arran Henderson exposed us to a part of
Dublin which was not well known to us and which is now being
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developed as a large new campus for DIT. Also on the north side of
Dublin was our Royal Canal walk led by Peter Clarke of the Royal
Canal Amenity Group.
June saw us repeat last year’s sold-out trip to Dalkey Island led by
archaeologist Jason Bolton and in the following month we had a
day trip to Carlow to visit places associated with the 7th century
patron saint of Luxembourg, St. Willibrord. This wonderful trip was
organised by Dermot Mulligan of Carlow Museum.
Our Summer Lecture Series in August was on the theme of abbeys
and monasteries in the Dublin area and five experts on this topic
shared their knowledge with us over the week. They were Claire
Walshe, Matthew Stout, Raghnaill O Floinn, Ana Dolan and Colman
O Clabaigh.
Still to come at the time of writing are Torpedoed! The Sinking of
the RMS Leinster (Philip Lecane); Did Brian Boru Save Ireland from a
Viking Conquest? (Howard Clarke) and Carrickfergus to Carcassone:
Hugh de Lacy and the Cathar Crusade by Paul Duffy.
One of our objectives for the year was to have a new website designed
and this was successfully achieved. This allows us to communicate
better with our members and with the general public. People can now
join or renew membership on-line if they wish. Have a look at www.
rathmichaelhistoricalsociety.ie .

Bb

SOUTH EAST GALWAY ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BY

STEVE DOLAN

The South East Galway Archaeological and Historical Society
(SEGAHS) members come from the Portumna, Ballinasloe, Athenry,
Loughrea, and Gort regions, bringing with them a love of each area.
Based out of the Irish Workhouse Centre – Portumna, the society
had another active year in 2017, with six lectures – three each in the
Spring and Autumn.
Over the two years, SEGAHS have again published four seasonal
newsletters each year, with these now in partnership with the Irish
Workhouse Centre. All of these (20 page) historical journals have been
made freely available to download at http://clonfert.org/download.
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htm and do much to share the heritage of the region with a wide
audience across the globe.
In 2017, the Heritage Council
granted their main ‘Reaching
Out’ Award for the events
in
Portumna
Workhouse
during Heritage Week. Many
activities were joint initiatives
between the Irish Workhouse
Centre and SEGAHS, with
twelve diverse events held in
the centre over the nine days
encompassing Irish music,
the arts, and notably military
Pictured, accepting a certificate for best
history.
publication at the County Mayoral Awards
were: Steve Dolan (editor), Ann O’Riordan,
The focus for 2018 has been for
and front: Michael Ward, and Pat Madden.
members to make themselves
available for events and speaking duties to other societies and groups.
In addition, several members have published books in the past year
including John Joe Conwell (Portumna by the Shannon) and Brian
Casey (Class and Community in Provincial Ireland, 1851-1914).
The society’s annual field trip was to Woodford and the Slieve
Aughtys, and over the past two years the society has provided a six
week training course on local history and archaeology which included
walking tours and field trips. The GRETB-funded courses broadened
awareness of the wealth of heritage assets in the south-east Galway
region.
The society’s annual conferences at the Irish Workhouse Centre
on Landed Estates
each Summer have
gone from strength
to
strength,
with
one hundred people
attending each year.
SEGAHS
strongly
believes partnerships
like this, and with the
University of Limerick
on our Local History
Certificate, are the
future for societies The Irish Workhouse Centre enjoyed a capacity crowd
for their summer conference.
such as ours.
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The society continues to be active on social media at www.facebook.
com/SEGAHS and @SEGAHSIreland where content is provided
on historical topics as well as select eighteenth and nineteenth
newspapers articles, rare prints, and early photographs. The
society’s focus for 2019 will be appropriately marking the push for
independence.

Bb

CELEBRATING CORK PAST
10TH ANNUAL FAMILY HISTORY FESTIVAL
Having changed the Festival Day from a Friday to a Saturday there
was probably an extra bit of buzz about the festival this year. The
Federation stand was a popular one attracting many visitors to talk
with us about the Federation and what we do. Committee members
Eamon Leonard, Marie McCarthy and Larry Breen manned the stand
during the day. Fellow Committee member, Frank Taaffe dropped in
during the day as well.
Organised by Richard T Cooke, in his usual very professional manner,
it was as in previous years a great occasion and a great success. The
Festival was officially opened by the Mayor of Cork City, Cllr. Mick
Finn and he was ably supported by the Mayor of Cork County, Cllr.
Patrick Gerard Murphy. Both Mayors complimented and recognised
the great work being done by local societies throughout the City and
County.
There were many societies represented encompassing many different
aspects of community life, historical, heritage, archaeological, drama,
wildlife, education and more. We were able to promote the Federation
with our handout literature and even managed to acquire a few new
member societies.
Many thanks again to Richard T Cooke for his great organisation,
leadership and infectious enthusiasm.
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FEDERATION AGM 2018
SLIGO – 18TH – 20TH MAY
The Radisson Blu Hotel in Sligo was the venue for this year’s
Federation AGM which was very kindly hosted by the Sligo Field
Club. There were fifty eight delegates registered for the event which
was a great response from our members. Societies from all over the
island were present including a significant number from the Ulster
Federation. There were twenty nine societies represented from
seventeen counties.

FRIDAY
The week end activities started with dinner on the Friday night
which was enjoyed by all present and allowed the meeting of some
old friends and the making of new ones as well. After dinner we had
a warm welcome from the Sligo Field Club Chairman, Martin Wilson,
who then gave a most interesting and informative after dinner talk
about Sligo Field Club and its activities. Dick Ryan, Federation of
Local History Societies, who had been responsible for organising the
event, responded on behalf of the Federation and thanked the Sligo
Field Club for their very warm welcome and for all the work they had
done in making the weekend possible. We then retired for a quiet
chat, a little libation and finally off to a well-earned rest.

SATURDAY

The AGM was formally conducted in the morning after delegates
had registered. Martina Griffin chaired the meeting and there were
reports from the Secretary and the Treasurer. Michael Gaynor,
Chairperson 2017 had resigned and Martina Griffin stepped down as
Vice Chair. Padraig Laffan was elected Chairperson, Michael Mullally
Vice Chairperson, Betty Quinn Secretary, Mairead Byrne Treasurer
and Larry Breen PRO/Editor. Larry Breen was also appointed Data
Protection Officer.
Committee members elected were, Josephine Byrne, Kay Lonergan,
Mary Walsh, Eamon Leonard, Eugene Jordan, Jimmy Dockery, Frank
Taaffe, Dick Ryan, Mary Kenehan. Three co-options were appointed
after the meeting by the new committee, namely Maire Mc Carthy,
Martina Griffin and JJ Woods. A draft revision of the constitution was
accepted by the meeting. The Society Spake went well and thanks
to Padraig Laffan for all his input. It was agreed that further work
was required on the whole subject of the new Data Protection Laws.
Thanks to Pictorium Photo Shop, Monkstown, Dublin for kindly
providing a free voucher for all delegates.
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After lunch the group travelled by coach to visit Carrowmore and
Lissadell House. First port of call was the Cúil Irra peninsula to
see the passage tombs of Carrowmore resplendent in the afternoon
sunshine. What a beautiful sight these undulating lowlands on
the Atlantic Coast were, lying between the rugged hills of the Ox
mountains to the South and the imposing Dartry Mountains with
Ben Bulben to the North. We were met by a wonderful guide who
took us on a memorable journey around many of the thirty passage
tombs on the site. The Carrowmore cluster is unique in Irish Passage
Tomb tradition owing to the sites uniform and simple construction,
consisting of a circle of large boulders set shoulder to shoulder
enclosing a central free standing chamber. Standing in the centre
of the Carrowmore site and taking in the three hundred and sixty
degree panoramic view was a very special experience.
Our second stop of the day was at Lissadell House where we met with
our guide from the Sligo Field Club, Leo Leydon. Leo proved to be a
real Hidden Gem, and his personal experiences through his family
connections, father and grandfather at Lissadell were the highlight
of the visit. He took us back in time with a captivating historical tour
of the house and the family history with many personal anecdotes
thrown in. He left no stone unturned in a fascinating trip through
every corner of the house. Home of the Gore-Booth family it was set
in a wild dramatic natural setting surrounded by mountain, sea and
woodlands. Built in 1830 and designed by Francis Goodwin it was
the childhood home of Constance and Eva Gore-Booth. Constance,
later Countess Markievicz, became an iconic figure in the Easter
Rising of 1916. It is important that the house and its history are
being preserved for posterity. The house is currently owned by the
Cassidy Family who are doing a great job in keeping the story alive.
We all had dinner in the evening at the Radisson Blu Hotel and were
treated afterwards to two excellent after dinner talks by members of
the Sligo Field Club. Leo Leydon talked about the archaeology of Sligo
and this was followed by Nicholas Prins who made a presentation
on the Big Houses of Sligo. And so ended another day with some
wonderful memories.

SUNDAY
We travelled on Sunday morning to Sligo Town for two more guided
tours. We were given a most interesting and informative guided
walking tour of the town centre by our guide whose enthusiasm and
love of the subject made it all the more enjoyable. We started the tour
at the impressive Romanesque Palazzo Style Town Hall and travelled
around many interesting streets with our guide pointing out the most
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interesting buildings including the Yeats Memorial Building, which
features prominently in the culture and artistic life of the town. We
then walked to Sligo’s Old Gaol where we were met by some members
of the “Friends of Sligo Gaol”. Although closed in 1956 the building
still presents an imposing spectacle. We were guided through the
building with some expert commentary by a lady from the friends of
Sligo Gaol Group who have to be commended for the work they are
doing in keeping this important part of Sligo Town’s history alive and
available. It was fascinating to go back in time through the old cells
and to hear stories of public hangings. The Warden’s Residence still
stands in all its glory inside the prison walls. Some notable prisoners
who spent some time in the prison were Michael Collins, Michael
Davitt and the boxer Jack Doyle.
Thanks to Sligo Field Club, particularly Wendy Lyons, Martin Wilson,
Leo Leydon, Nichalos Prins and all other members of the Club who
were involved in making it such a successful and enjoyable weekend
for all concerned.

Bb
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SLIGO AGM — SECRETARY’S REPORT
VENUE: RADISSON BLU HOTEL, SLIGO
The Federation held six committee meetings in the Teachers’ Club,
Dublin, one of which was a special meeting convened with a view to
resolving issues that have arisen with the Federation for Ulster Local
Studies.
Last year’s AGM in Galway was a great success thanks to the
generosity of the host society, Galway Archaeological and Historical
Society, and the excellent organisation by committee member Eugene
Jordan. The new template for society spake devised by committee
member Padraig Laffan made a big difference time wise on the day.
The Autumn Seminar, “All About Archives” organised by subcommittee
members, Michael Gaynor, Betty Quinn and Padraig Laffan entailed a
visit to the National Archives in Dublin where delegates were warmly
welcomed by Senior Archivist Brian Dowling and his assistant
Gregory O’Connor, who introduced the group to the various fields
of research offered to the public. It was also a unique opportunity
to view the extensive storage area in the archive. Nearby Kevin’s St.
College was an excellent venue for two lectures on the topic which
further enhanced the experience. Numbers were limited on the day
and due to the high demand the committee is considering re-running
the event.
Journal No. 22 was produced in December, again a fine production
thanks to the efforts of Larry Breen, JJ Woods and Brendan Cullen
1,000 copies were printed selling at €5 and costing €2.50 per copy,
three newsletters were also produced.
Larry Breen, Eamon Leonard and Marie McCarthy manned the
exhibition stand in Cork City Hall at the annual event “Cork Past
Heritage Exhibition” This is a good showcase for the Federation in the
south of the country, it’s also an opportunity to display the exhibition
panels promoting the “ Hidden Gems and Forgotten People” project.
Dick Ryan with assistance from Frank Taaffe and J. J. Woods led
the recommendations on the changes to the constitution and the
amended document is now before this AGM for ratification.
The Spring Seminar “Want to learn more about Local History”
organised by subcommittee members Martina Griffin, Jim Dockery
and Eamon Leonard was held in the Hodson Bay Hotel in Athlone.
The event was very well attended. It was an excellent opportunity to
LOCAL HISTORY JOURNAL 2017

171

highlight the activities of the Federation. The lecturers, telling their
own personal stories relating to their areas was very informative and
thought provoking.
Appertaining to a concern expressed by Liam Clare, a member of
Foxrock History Society regarding a considerable archive of written
material collected by him over many years and his difficulty of
depositing it in his local library , Frank Taaffe made a submission to
the committee pointing out that under local government legislation
Co. Councils are required to employ archivists primarily to care for
the archives of the Co. Council and the various public bodies which
exist within the county boundaries. Of particular relevance to the
Federation’s consideration of the archives issues is that Co. Council
archivists also seek to acquire archives of individuals, businesses
and organisations of private origins relevant to the county in which
they serve. The Federation does not have the capability or the
resources to adopt an archival role on behalf of local history societies
or individuals wishing to have material retained for future research,
however the Federation might consider adopting an archival policy
aimed at encouraging local history societies to lodge suitable
material with their Co. Council archivists for preservation by the
Co. Council in accordance with their statutory obligations under the
Local Government Acts 1994-2001. Frank suggests the Federation
should consider holding seminars to create awareness among society
members of the importance of insuring the long survival of suitable
material.
To further advance the cause Frank is in the process of arranging
a meeting with representatives of the local Government Archivists
Group.
It is with regret I have to report the resignation of our former
chairman Michael Gaynor who served the Federation with dignity
and professionalism during his tenure of office. We wish Michael
every good wish for the future.
There were just two joint meetings with the Federation for Ulster Local
Studies, normally there are four, this was due to some unresolved on
going issues. The turn of events is disappointing for the Federation as
the relationship between both federations has been very positive over
the years, going back even as far as The Troubles. The committee
has proposed Padraig Laffan will seek to mediate with the FULS and
hopefully all issues will be resolved.
I’m sure at this stage that most people are aware of the EU General
Data Protection Regulations which comes into force on the 25th May.
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Society members would have received information on that part of the
document dealing with explicit consent. The document was produced
for the Federation by the daughter of committee member, Michael
Mullaly.
A suggestion in committee is to roll out data Protection workshops in
various venues in the country.
The recent UK Trip to East Midlands was a very enjoyable experience,
led in the usual very professional manner by Larry Breen
The organisation of this AGM is largely due to the good efforts of Dick
Ryan.

BETTY QUINN, HON. SECRETARY

Bb
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MINUTES
FEDERATION

OF

AGM OF THE
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETIES

OF THE

DATE 19TH MAY 2018
VENUE: RADISSON BLU HOTEL, SLIGO
The AGM was hosted by the Sligo Field Club with excellent organisation
by Dick Ryan.
Federation vice-chairperson, Martina Griffin welcomed delegates.
She spoke of her regret at the resignation of the chairperson, Michael
Gaynor and commended him for his professionalism and dedication
to the Federation during his term of office.

MINUTES:
The minutes of the 2017 AGM held in the Ardilaun Hotel Galway, read
by Honorary Secretary Betty Quinn were adopted on the proposal of
Frank Taaffee , seconded by Padraig Laffan.

MATTERS ARISING

FROM THE

MINUTES:

Regarding the Federation Logo, JJ Woods stated he didn’t say it
wasn’t a proper logo, he questioned its appropriateness, Martina
Griffin, Moate society, pointed out that her society had adopted the
Federation Logo.
HONORARY SECRETARY’S REPORT: Delivered by Betty Quinn (copy appended)
HONORARY TREASURER’S REPORT: Delivered by Mairead Byrne (copy
appended)

REVISION

TO THE

CONSTITUTION:

Following a short discussion on amendments to the constitution,
all proposed changes were adopted on the proposal of Frank Taaffe,
seconded by Dick Ryan. A suggestion was made that notice of the
AGM should be circulated by post only, on the proposal of Dick Ryan,
seconded by Mairead Byrne it was agreed notice can be circulated by
post or email.

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS:
Following a discussion on the requirements of the GDPR mainly
led by Eugene Jordan it was agreed that Eugene would supply the
committee with policy documents relating to issues which would
subsequently be circulated to society members. Documents already
supplied by Michael Mullally’s daughter have already been circulated
to members before the due date of compliance.
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ELECTION

OF OFFICERS:

CHAIRPERSON: Padraig Laffan was elected on the proposal of Betty
Quinn, seconded by Dick Ryan,
VICE-CHAIRPERSON: Michael Mullally was elected on the proposal of JJ
Woods, seconded by Frank Taaffe.
HONORARY TREASURER: Mairead Byrne was elected on the proposal of
Eugene Jordan, seconded by Clare Walsh.
HONORARY SECRETARY: Betty Quinn was elected on the proposal of Mary
Kenehan, seconded by Ann Byrne.
PRO, EDITOR: Larry Breen was elected on the proposal of Frank Taaffe,
seconded by Tony Brown.
HONORARY PRESIDENT: Canon Sean O’Doherty was returned unanimously.
GENERAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Padraig Laffan proposed that the existing
general committee members who were willing to stand again should
be returned, Frank Taaffe seconded the proposal. 9 members were
returned, namely, Josaphine Byrne, Kay Lonergan, Eugene Jordan,
Frank Taaffe, Dick Ryan, Eamon Leonard, Jim Dockery, Mary
Kenehan, Clare Walsh, remaining members can be co-opted at the
next meeting.
AOB: Mairead Byrne has a concern regarding the decision taken by
the committee not to avail of the extra insurance recommended by
Alan B Kidd & Co. to cover the officers of the Federation, she suggests
the officers should have the extra protection at a cost of €100. Society
members have already been informed of the extra insurance, decisions
are at the discretion of each society. It was the general opinion of the
meeting that we should consider the extra insurance for the officers.

SOCIETY SPAKE:
Padraig Laffan used the template he devised last year where members
had supplied him with basic details of their societies and any extra
activities during the year were added from the floor, this proved very
successful and the exercise was completed within the allocated time.
New chairperson Padraig Laffan commended Martina Griffin on how
expertly she performed her role as vice-chairperson since Michael
Gaynor resigned.
John Dooher chairman of the Federation for Ulster Local Studies said
how happy he was to attend and he looked forward to re-engaging
with the Federation.
Martina Griffin thanked delegates for attending, thanked the
committee for the work done during the last year and thanked Sligo
Field Club for being such generous hosts.
BETTY QUINN, HON. SECRETARY
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FEDERATION VISIT

TO THE

EAST MIDLANDS

22ND -27TH APRIL 2018
This year we returned to the Midlands of England and it proved to be
a great choice with fifty two people on board making up our merry
band of local historians. We were delighted to welcome our great
friends from Ulster who totalled twelve in number.
Twenty one Counties were represented including Dublin, Kildare,
Roscommon, Tipperary, Waterford , Limerick, Westmeath, Leitrim,
Sligo, Louth, Armagh, Down, Derry, Galway, Meath, Kilkenny,
Tyrone, Carlow, Wicklow, Antrim and Cork.
We had twenty four societies represented, Clane, Newbridge, Athy,
Rathmichael, Foxrock, Roscommon, Tipperary, Stuartstown, West
Belfast, Knocklyon, Banbridge, Galway, Waterford, Mallow, Cork
Western Front Association, Kilkenny, Dromore, Kinsale, Knockraha,
Clondalkin, Carlow, Navan, Rathcoffey and Calry.

MONDAY
The group left Dublin Port on a fine morning and experienced a really
smooth crossing to Holyhead. We took the road east and made a
comfort stop at the Wedgewood Centre near Stoke–on–Trent, which
also afforded us the chance to visit the museum. It was a very
interesting experience. It was then on the road again and to our home
base for the rest of the week, the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Nottingham.
A welcome dinner awaited us and then it was off to bed for a wellearned rest.

TUESDAY
After an early breakfast our guide, Ian Jelf, took us on a guided tour
around the centre of Nottingham passing on the way, the impressive
statue of legendary Nottingham Forest Manager, Brian Clough.
We walked along many streets with interesting and informative
commentary from Ian on places of interest along the way. Nottingham
had been famous for stocking and lace manufacture but this had
disappeared in the years after the war. Nottingham Theatre Royal
was very impressive as were the many Art Nouveau buildings we
also encountered on our tour. We also learned that Nottingham was
the birth place of Players Tobacco and the famous Raleigh bicycles.
Our itinerary took us to see Nottingham Castle with its fine bronze
statue of local folk hero, Robin Hood outside and it also conjured up
thoughts of the infamous Sherriff of Nottingham. We passed by a
unique Pub, called “The Trip to Jerusalem “, reputed to be the oldest
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in the country, and carved into the rock below the castle. This was
to be the evening haunt for some during our stay in Nottingham. An
interesting coach journey took us to the iconic, Chatsworth House, the
home of the Cavendish family, Dukes of Devonshire since 1549. The
house set in expansive parkland contained an important collection of
paintings, furniture, old master drawings, neo- classical sculpture,
books and many more artefacts to please the eye. The house has
changed somewhat over the years, with the 4th Earl creating a richly
appointed Baroque suite of state rooms across the south front in
anticipation of a visit from King William III and Queen Mary II which
actually never happened. The 4th Duke made further changes to
house and gardens with the gardens being designed by “Lancelot
Capability Brown”. The 6th Duke, in 1811, inherited eight major
estates including Chatsworth and Lismore Castle in Ireland. A unique
garden feature was the “Giant Cascade” with water cascading down
steps from a great distance. Inside we visited the Great Chamber, the
Sculpture Gallery, the State Drawing Rooms, the Painted Hall and
the Library among many others. It was then a complete change of
scenery from all this ambience as we took a lovely coach tour to part
of the beautiful Peak District and enjoyed the beauty of this upland
area at the southern end of the Pennines. The national park extends
five hundred and fifty five square miles onto Staffordshire, Cheshire,
Greater Manchester and South & West Yorkshire. The journey was
made all the more interesting with an excellent commentary from
Ian, our guide. Later that evening we were delighted to welcome, John
Parker, Chairman of Nottinghamshire Local History Association, as
our after -dinner speaker. He delivered a most absorbing and thought
provoking talk on the myths and legends of Robin Hood. We were
able to show a strong link between Nottingham and Ireland through a
family called Brownlow, who settled in Lurgan, Co. Armagh during the
Plantation of Ulster in the 1600s. Larry Breen and Jimmy Conway,
both, born in Lurgan, told the story and presented John Parker with
a framed copy of the Brownlow family Coat of Arms.

WEDNESDAY
The morning saw us travel to the City of Leicester, one of the oldest
cities in England, in search of the unbelievable story of King Richard
III and the discovery of his remains in the local car park. The city
lies on the river Soar and is in the county town of Leicestershire. The
Richard III centre was very impressive and outlined the fascinating
story of how they found his remains and the detailed identification
process that followed. It was unbelievable to see the actual grave and
then his tomb in Leicester Cathedral. The tombstone is deeply incised
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with a cross and is made of Swaledale fossil stone, quarried in West
Yorkshire and rests on a low plinth of Kilkenny marble also incised
with the King’s name. We then had some time to take a walk around
some of Leicester’s old narrow streets and see the old Elizabethan
Town Hall. The afternoon saw us visit the magnificent Burghley
House which proved a somewhat different experience to Chatsworth
House. It had more of the ambience of a home and not so much that
of a show place. The house was built for the Cecil family between
1558 and 1587 and is a grand 16th century house in the county of
Cambridgeshire. The house is still occupied by the family. The gardens
were beautiful which along with the avenues in the park were laid
out by Capability Brown, who also designed the park’s man-made
lake. He was also responsible for designing the Lion Bridge at the
cost of one thousand guineas. The house and gardens also play host
to the annual Burghley Horse Trials. The interior was magnificent
with many rooms filled with all sorts of interesting artefacts. The
Burghley Art Collection is well known and the house still displays
several hundred paintings. In the Pagoda room were portraits of the
Cecil family, Elizabeth I, Henry VIII and Oliver Cromwell. The unique
billiard room displayed six oval paintings of members of the “Order
of Little Bedlam”, the 5th Earl’s drinking club. I think it is fair to say
that most enjoyed the more homely atmosphere in Burghley to the
more austere ambience of Chatsworth. The house represents one of
the main examples of stone masonry in 16th century Elizabethan
England. It had a suite of rooms remodelled in the Baroque style with
carvings by Grinling Gibbons. The main house had thirty five major
rooms and there were more than eighty lesser rooms with numerous
corridors and halls. A most beautiful house and an unforgettable
experience. On our journey back to Nottingham we were privileged
to drive through the unique stone built town of Stamford on the
river Welland in Lincolnshire with its 17th-18th stone buildings, old
timber framed buildings and fine medieval parish churches.

THURSDAY
Up bright and early we started the day with a most pleasant leisurely
walk in Sherwood Forest on a fine sunny morning. It was very refreshing
and we stopped on our way to view the “Large Oak” associated with
the legend of Robin Hood. It was a spectacular sight with its long
spreading branches, which due to its age require poles to help hold
it up. We then moved on to Lincoln City and arrived there before
lunch. I have to say that we all fell in love with its winding streets and
attractive buildings. The walk up and then particularly down “Steep
Hill” was a challenge but well worth just to see its array of quaint
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buildings. The two major landmarks were the Gothic Cathedral and
Lincoln’s 11th Century Norman Castle, both of which we visited. We
started with the castle which included a walk around its walls and
also to explore the green area inside the perimeter. There was an
old Victorian Prison housed within its outer walls and this was in
pristine condition. The castle holds one of the four surviving copies
of the Magna Carta. The prison church was something special with
its very high pulpits confining prisoners to view little more than the
altar itself. We learnt that Eamon De Valera was at one time held as
a prisoner within its walls. After this, the best was yet to come with
our visit to St. Mary’s Cathedral. This Cathedral is the 3rd largest in
Britain after St. Pauls and York Minister. The Cathedral with its three
massive towers is a sight to behold and this is particularly true when
viewed from the ramparts of the prison. Inside it is breath-taking and
described by some on entering as “Wow”! The stained glass windows
are magnificent, the central isle is a remarkable one hundred yards in
length and stunning, the impressive vaulted roof seems to disappear
into the air. Two of the stained glass windows are beautiful Rose
Windows which are a very unusual feature in medieval architecture
in England. There are many stone carvings evident including the
famous “Lincoln Imp”. In the S-W tower are thirteen bells, two in
the N-W tower and five in the central tower including “Grand Tom”
which is a quarter hour striking clock. The cathedral is famous for its
spectacular vaults and within its interior holds the tomb of “Eleanor
of Castile”. A perfect end to a perfect day.

FRIDAY
Sadly, after an early breakfast, we bid “Adieu” to the Crowne Plaza
Hotel, which we had grown accustomed to during our stay in
Nottingham and which had provided excellent facilities and service.
After a smooth ferry crossing from Holyhead we all arrived safely
back in Dublin.
As in previous years, this was another memorable visit to another
beautiful part of England. We were delighted to share it all with our
great friends from the Ulster Federation and have fond memories of
the people and the places we encountered on the way.

Bb
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SEMINARS 2018
SPRING SEMINAR – SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24 — ATHLONE
Our Spring seminar, “Local History is your History”, had a regional
theme this year and was held in the Hodson Bay Hotel near Athlone.
It was very well attended by delegates from around the country and
was officially opened by Ian Kenneally, President of the Old Athlone
Society, who welcomed everyone to Athlone. Several speakers
delivered talks on a variety of subjects all centred on the subject
of local history and the community. Larry Breen talked about the
Federation’s role in promoting local history and supporting the
member societies in their work in the communities. Dr. Harman
Murtagh presented a fascinating talk, entitled, “Local History and
Me”. Anton Lennon, from Drum Heritage Group, talked about how he
had developed an interest in local history which had led him to his
position with the Drum History & Heritage Group. Finally Jim Ganly,
Co. Roscommon Historical & Archaeological Society, delivered a most
interesting presentation on Graveyard Conservation.
Special thanks were given to Martina Griffin, Eamon Leonard and
Jim Dockery for their work in organising the event.

AUTUMN SEMINAR – ALL ABOUT ARCHIVES – SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7,
— LEXICON DUN LAOGHAIRE
There was a very large attendance at our Archives Seminar, which was
a measure of the interest in the subject. Over eighty people registered
for the event and were from a range of societies. The seminar was
arranged in conjunction with the Lexicon Library Services and in
particular with, Marion Keyes, Lexicon Senior Executive Librarian.
What followed was a most interesting day with excellent talks and
plenty of interaction between speakers and those in attendance.
After registration and tea/coffee, the morning session involved three
presentations. Martin Morris, Chair of the Local Government Archivists
and Records Managers, outlined what Local Authority Archive
Services were and what they had to offer Local History Societies.
This was followed by David Gunning, Archivist in Residence at dlr
Lexicon, who explained what was needed in preparing a collection
for donation to the Archive repository. The morning concluded
with a presentation by local historian, Liam Clare, Foxrock, on the
difficulties he had experienced in attempting to donate his material
to an Archive Repository.
There was an excellent lunch provided, courtesy of the dlr Lexicon
which was very much appreciated by all. During the lunch break many
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delegates were able to view the excellent facilities and exhibitions
offered by the dlr Lexicon in their most impressive building. Some
were also able to have a look at the excellent Dun Laoghaire Maritime
Museum just across the road.
After lunch, David Gunning again took the floor and gave a fascinating
talk on F.M. O‘Flannagan, recorder of Dalkey and his local historian’s
collection which was with the dlr Lexicon. This was followed by Sarah
Greene, a tour guide and Oral Historian, who talked about recording
local history, and her experience of interviewing Con Enright about
his Dun Laoghaire Cycling Week Collection which he had donated to
the dlr Lexicon. The concluding talk was a most engaging presentation
by Liz Pilkington, tour guide and Oral Historian, on the little Oratory
in the grounds of the former Dominican Convent, Dun Laoghaire.
The Federation would like to thank the dlr Lexicon for organising the
event, for the excellent presentations delivered in a most professional
manner and for their very warm welcome and hospitality. We would
also like to thank, Padraig Laffan, FLHS, for all the hard work he put
into making the day such a great success.

Bb
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DATES

FOR

YOUR DIARY – 2019

UK VISIT – NORTHUMBRIA, MONDAY, APRIL 8-12, 2019
This trip to the UK will take us to the North of England which will
be very much new territory for the Federation which makes it an
exciting prospect. Based in Newcastle, now a unique and vibrant
city, we will explore both the city itself and its environs. The area is
steeped in history dating back to Roman times, through the medieval
period and up to modern times. Our itinerary will include a visit
to Hadrian’s Wall/Chester’s Fort, Durham Cathedral and Durham
Castle, Wallington Hall/Big House, Alnwick Castle & Gardens, the
Beamish Outdoor Museum, Woodhorn Colliery and the Holy Island
of Lindesfarne. The trip will start in Naas, travel by coach to Belfast,
take the ferry from Belfast to Cairnryan and then by coach across
country to Newcastle. We will have the services of a Blue Badge guide
for the duration of the trip and will be staying in the Copthorne Hotel
in Newcastle. Further details will follow soon and booking will be
early in the new year.

FEDERATION AGM 2019 – HODSON BAY HOTEL,
ATHLONE – FRIDAY, MAY 24 – 26, 2019
The 2019 AGM will be in Athlone and will be hosted by the Old
Athlone Society. It promises to be another interesting and exciting
weekend and we look forward to welcoming everyone. Staying in the
beautiful surroundings of the Hodson Bay Hotel, the weekend will
include the AGM, Walks & Talks, and we hope to organise a boat trip
to visit Clonmacnoise. It will be a chance for all to share our common
interest in local history.
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If there are corrections or additions to be made to the following list please advise
Larry Breen, 8 The Paddocks, Naas, Co. Kildare. Tel. (045) 897445
e-mail: info@localhistory.ie
Co. Antrim
West Belfast Historical Society, Bridie Bradley, 14 Corby Way, Anderstown, Belfast,
BT11 8HY
Co. Carlow
Carlow Historical Society, Padraig Dooley, 23 Dolman Gardens, Carlow, Co. Carlow
Tullowphelim Historical Society, John Keogh, EMA Dept. IT Carlow, Kilkenny Road,
Carlow, Co. Carlow
Co. Cavan
Belturbet Historical Society, Seamus McCaffrey, Drumcoole, Belturbet, Co. Cavan
Cavan Historical Society, Lyn Sharkey, Rivendell, Corracanvy, Co. Cavan
Moybologue Historical Society, Brian Callaghan, 18 Granaillon Place, Virginia, Co.
Cavan
Virginia and District Historical Society, Mary Cunningham, 8 River View, Rahardrum
Lane, Virginia, Co. Cavan
Co. Clare
Clare Archaeological and Historical Society, Mary Kearns, Ballycarroll, Barefield,
Ennis, Co. Clare
Kilinaboy Historical Group, Tony Kirby, Caherblonick, Kilinaboy, Co. Clare
Kilrush and District Historical Society, Paul O’Brien, c/o Charlie Glynn, Francis
Street, Kilrush, Co. Clare
North Clare Historical Society, Maura O’Loughlin, Carrowmanagh, Kilshanny, Co.
Clare
Shannon Archaeological and Historical Society, Joe O’Brien, Drumline, Newmarketon-Fergus, Co. Clare
Co. Cork
Anthony Greene, Peake, Coachford, Co. Cork
Kevin Tyrry, Swallows Rest, Coolbay, Cloyne, Co. Cork
Victor Sullivan, St. Mary’s Villa, Strawberry Hill, Sunday’s Well, Co. Cork
Aubane Historical Society, Jack Lane, 26 Church Avenue, Roman Street, Co. Cork
Ballygarvan and District Local History Society, Thomas F. Ryan, ‘Bawnmore’, Sli Na
hAbhann, Ballygarvan, Co. Cork
Bantry Historical Society, Angela O’Donovan, Goureebeg, Bantry, Co. Cork
Beara Historical Society, Fachtna O’Donovan, Draum South, Castletownbere, Co. Cork
Blackpool Historical Society, Mark Cronin, Blackpool Community Centre, 90 Gt.
William O’Brien Street, Blackrock, Co. Cork
Blarney and District Historical Society, Agnes Hickey, Stoneview, Blarney, Co. Cork
Cannovee Historical and Archaeological Society, Nora O’Leary, Kilcondy, Crookstown,
Co. Cork
Carrigtwohill and District Historical Society, Oliver Sheehan, Ballinbrittif, Carrigtwohill,
Co. Cork
Charleville Heritage Society, Michael McGrath, Fortlands, Charleville, Co. Cork
Churchtown Historical and Heritage Society, Noel Linehan, Ballygrace, Churchtown,
Mallow, Co. Cork
Cloyne Literary and Historical Society, Marie Guillot, Kilcrone House, Cloyne, Co. Cork
Cobh Animation Team, Claire Stack, 5 Coolamber Close, Cobh, Co. Cork
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Cobh Museum, Beata, 1 High Street Road, Cobh, Co. Cork
Cork Archaeological and Historical Society, Ann Egan, 23 Belmont Park, Ballinlough,
Cork, Co. Cork
Cork Branch Western Front Association, Gerry White, 35 Kilmore Drive, Knocknaheeny,
Co. Cork
Cork Decorative Fine Arts Society, Marian O’Driscoll, 9 Beechwood Court, Newtown,
Cobh, Co. Cork
Cork Genealogical Society, Olive Coleman, 22 Elm Drive, Shamrock Lawn, Douglas,
Co. Cork
Cork Harbour Islands Project, Clare Stack, 5 Coolamber Close, Cobh, Co. Cork
Cork South Parish Historical society, Pat Leger, 30 St. Finbar’s Park, Glasheen Road,
Cork, Co. Cork
Cumann Seanchais na Banndan, Pat McCarron, Mishells, Bandon, Co. Cork
Dunmanway Historical Association, Marguerite Murray, c/o Dunmanway Association,
Main Street, Dunmanway, Co. Cork
Great Island Historical Society, John Hennessy, 25 Belmont Place, Cobh, Co. Cork
Inniscarra Historical Society, Richard Murphy, Bealgravia, Magoola, Dripsey, Co. Cork
Kilbrittain Historical Society, Triona O’Sullivan, Coolmain, Kilbrittain, Co. Cork
Kilmeen-Castleventry Historical Society, Dan O’Leary, Caherkirky, Rossmore,
Clonakilty, Co. Cork
Kilmurry Historical and Archaeological Association Ltd., Aileen O’Sullivan, c/o
Independence Museum, Kilmurry, Co. Cork
Kinsale Heritage Company, Dermot Ryan, Winter’s Hill, Kinsale, Co. Cork
Kinsale History Society, Dermot Ryan, Winter’s Hill, Kinsale, Co. Cork
Knockraha Historical Society, Pat Mulcahy, Valleyview House, Shanballyrea,
Knockraha, Co. Cork
Mallow Development Partnership Heritage Group, Tim Sheehan, Avonmore, Cork
Road, Mallow, Co. Cork
Mallow Field Club, John Reidy, Knockbarry, Buttevant, Co. Cork
Remembering Edward Bransfield, Liam P. O’Riordan, Barnahale, Ballintubrid, East
Carrigtwohill, Co. Cork
Shandon Area History Group, Grace O’Brien, 2 French’s Villas, Wolfe Tone Street,
Cork
Skibbereen and District Historical Society, Maura Cahalane, Gorteenalomane,
Skibbereen, Co. Cork
The Friends of Cloyne Cathedral, Rowena Walsh, Ardbeg, Cloyne, Co. Cork
Whitegate and Aghada Historical Society, John Jeffrey, Rathcoursey House,
Rathcoursey, Midleton, Co. Cork
Youghal Celebrates History, Breeda Phillips, St. Mary’s Collegiate Church, Youghal,
Co. Cork
Youghal Chamber of Tourism and Development, Catherine Canavan, Market House,
Market Square, Youghal, Co. Cork
Co. Donegal
Loughros Heritage Group, Conor J. Whyte, Loughros Point, Ardragh, Co. Donegal
Raymochy Parishes Historical Society, William Lindsay, Lurgy, Letterkenny, Co.
Donegal
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Co. Down
Banbridge and District Historical Society, Florence Chambers, 46 Lurganbane Road,
Dromore, Co. Down
Co. Dublin
Margaret Loftus, 29 Newbridge Avenue, Sandymount, D4
Accredited Genealogists Ireland, c/o Hon. Secretary, 30 Harlech Crescent, D14
Ballsbridge, Donnybrook and Sandymount Hist. Soc., Adele O’Connor, Pembroke
Library, Anglesea Road, Ballsbridge, D4
Blanchardstown-Castleknock History Society, Aingeal McMorrow, 28 Cherryfield
Lawn, Hartstown, Clonsilla, D16
Clondalkin History Society, Josephine Byrne, 64 Floraville Ave., Clondalkin, D22
Clontarf Historical Society, Kay Lonergan, 142 Vernon Ave., Clontarf, D3
Coolock, Artane and District Historical Society, Karen DeLacy, c/o 54 Main Street,
Coolock Village, D5
Dun Laoghaire Borough Historical Society, Anna Scudds, 7 Northumberland Park,
Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin
Foxrock History Club, Maureen Daly, 33 Tudor Lawns, Foxrock, D18
Howth Peninsula Heritage Society, Sean O’Brien, 36 Shielmartin Drive, Sutton, D13
Industrial Heritage Association of Ireland, Ron Cox, Dept. Of Civil, Structural and
Environmental Engineering, Trinity College, D2
Irish Family History Society, Maura Flood, 17 Aubrey Park, Shankhill, D18
Irish Genealogical Research Society, E. Rowland, 12 Cranagh Road, Rathfarnham,
D14
Kilmacud – Stillorgan Local History Society, Clive O’Connor, 9 Marsham Court,
Stillorgan, Co. Dublin
Knocklyon History Society, Aoife O’Tierney, 15 Knocklyon Grove, Templeogue, D16
Loughshinny and Rush Historical Society, M. McCann Moore, Don Bosco, Harbour
Rd., Rush, Co. Dublin
Mills and Milllers of Ireland, Stephanie Bourke, 67 Hampton Green, Balbriggan, Co.
Dublin
Mount Merrion Historical Society, Tom Ryan, 60 Redesdale Road, Mount Merrion, Co.
Dublin
Old Dublin Society, Sheila Fleming, 77 Dollymount Park, D3
Raheny Heritage Society, Brian Wray, 101 Collins Park, Donnycarney, D9
Rathcoole Heritage Society, Brona ui Loing, 137 Cnoc na Coillte, Rathcuil, Contae
Atha Cliath
Rathfarnham Historical Society, Vera Bannigan, 1 Aranleigh Park, Rathfarnham, D14
Rathmichael Historical Society, Richard Ryan, 6 Hillcourt Road, Glenageary, Co.
Dublin
Rathmines, Rathgar and Ranelagh Historical Society, Angela O’Connell, 86
Meadowbank, Rathgar, D6
Skerries Historical Society, Dr. Brendan Grimes, 17 Little Strand Street, Skerries, Co.
Dublin
Society for Old Lucan, Elaine Hurley, 3 Elm Close, Griffeen Road, Lucan, Co. Dublin
Trees Rotteveel, 1 Dundela Crescent, Sandycove, Co. Dublin
Co. Galway
Clarinbridge Heritage Group, Catherine O’Down, 18 The Parklands, Clarinbridge, Co.
Galway
Cumann Staire Ruaidhrí ui Fhlaitheartaigh Maigh Cuilinn, Mary O’Shea, Áras Uilinn,
Moycullen, Co. Galway
Foghenagh Local History Society, Frank Gavin, Pallas, Caltra, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway
Galway Archaeological and Historical Society, Eugene Jordan, An Chorrbhuaile,
Bearna, Co. Galway
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Kiltartan Gregory Cultural Society, Rena McAllen, Kiltartan Cross, Gort, Co. Galway
Old Galway Society, Elizabeth Byrnes, Merville by The Bridge, Oranmore, Co. Galway
Renmore History Society, Richard O’Hanlon, Cois na Coille, Merlin Park Lane, Galway,
Co. Galway
South East Galway Archaeological and Hist. Society, Stephen Dolan, St. Cleran’s,
Craughwell, Co. Galway
Western Archaeology and Historical Society, Mary Foley, 38 Wellpark Grove, Galway
Co. Kerry
Ardfert Historical Society, Stephen Baker, c/o Ardfert Printing, The Village, Ardfert,
Co. Kerry
Castleisland & District Culture and Heritage Society, Maggie Prenderville, Cordal
West, Castleisland, Co. Kerry
Kerry Archaeological and Historical Society, Padraig O Concubhair, Lána Mór, Beal
Atha Longphuirt, Lios Tuathail, Co. Kerry
Co. Kildare
Athy Museum Society, Eithne Wall, Chanterlands, Athy, Co. Kildare
Ballymore Eustace History Society, Margaret Pearse, 2334 St. Brigid’s Park, Ballymore
Eustace, Co. Kildare
Celbridge Historical Society, Nuala Walker, 6 Elm Park, Celbridge, Co. Kildare
Cill Dara Historical Society, Joe Connelly, Tullywest, Kildare, Co. Kildare
Clane Local History Group, Brendan Cullen, 5 College Road, Clane, Co. Kildare
Ibane Local Studies Society, Dr. Leonard Madden, 14 Willow Close, Primrose Gate,
Celbridge, Co. Kildare
Kildare Archaeological Society, Mrs. E. Connelly, Newington House, Christianstown,
Newbridge, Co. Kildare
Kill Local History Group, Brian McCabe, Ivy Cottages, Johnstown, Co. Kildare
Maynooth Local History Group, Rita Edwards, 20 The Arches, Silken Vale, Maynooth,
Co. Kildare
Newbridge Local History Group, Bob Nugent, Tulladare, Standhouse Road, Newbridge,
Co. Kildare
Rathcoffey History Group, Mairead Byrne, 135 Dara Court, Celbridge, Co. Kildare
Saint Mochua History Society, Andy Flatherty, Timahoe, Donaghadea, Co. Kildare
Derek Behan, fishery Lane, Naas, Co. Kildare
Co. Kilkenny
Conahy Heritage Society, Eileen Gunner, Lisnafunchion, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny
Fassadinin Historical Society, Caroline Irwin, Cosbettstown, Ballyfoyle, Co. Kilkenny
Graiguenamanagh Historical Society, David Flynn, Barrowfield, Tinnahinch,
Graiguenamanagh, Co. Kilkenny
Kilkenny Archaeological Society, Mrs. Eileen Sommer-Ronan, Rothe House, Parliament
Street, Kilkenny, Co. Kilkenny
Tullaherin Heritage Society, Mary Cashin, Bishop’s Lough, Bennettsbridge, Co.
Kilkenny
Co. Laois
Laois Heritage Society, Dolores McEvoy, 70 Ashgrove, Mountmellick, Co. Laois
Co. Leitrim
Carrick-on-Shannon and District Historical Society, Mary C. Dolan, Historical Centre,
Market Yard, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim
Aidan Dockery, Maryville, Georgia, Dromod, Co. Leitrim
Co. Limerick
Castleconnell Historical Society, Anne Murphy, Gouig, Castleconnell, Co. Limerick
Dun Blaise Historical and Literary Society, Donal Anderson, Doon South, Doon, Co.
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Limerick
Irish Palatine Association, Lorna Shier, Prospect House, Foynes, Co. Limerick
Knockfierna Heritage Society, Marion Hanley, Ballinoe, Ballingarry, Co. Limerick
Limerick Historical Society, Tony Browne, 24 Lifford Park, Limerick, Co. Limerick
Lough Gur and District Historical Society, Kate Harrold, Lough Gur, Co. Limerick
Mungret Heritage Society, Deirdre Broderick, Corbally, Mungret, Co. Limerick
Newport Historical and Archaeological Society, Mary Gleeson, School Road, Lisnagry,
Co. Limerick
Thomond Archaeological Society, Mary Kenehan, 51 Rhebogue Meadows, Dublin Rd.,
Limerick, Co. Limerick
Co. Longford
Granard Area Historical Society, Andrew Smith, c/o Roth Mhuire Resource, Barrack
Street, Granard, Co. Longford
Longford Historical Society, Camille Kelly, Carton Heartland, Kilmore, Carrick-onShannon, Co. Roscommon
Co. Louth
Annagassan and District Historical Society, Luke Torris, Wyanstown, Togher, Dunleer,
Co. Louth
Dunleer and District Historical Society, Muriel Sheils, Grattanstown, Dunleer, Co.
Louth
Jewish Historical Society of Ireland, Yanky Fachler, 10 Kilgar, Jocelyn Street, Dundalk,
Co. Louth
Louth Archaeological and Historical Society, Seamus Bellew, 27 Stamanaran,
Blackrock, Dundalk, Co. Louth
Old Drogheda Society, Eamon Thornton, Millmount Museum, Drogheda, Co. Louth
Old Dundalk Society, Nula Bellew, Claret House, Upper Faughart, Dundalk, Co. Louth
Co. Mayo
Achill Historical and Archaeological Society, Paddy Lineen, Achill Sound, Westport,
Co. Mayo
Ballinrobe Archaeological and Historical Society, Averil Staunton, Spring Vale,
Ballinrobe, Co. Mayo
Cong Moytura Heritage Society, Seamus Foy, Garracloon Cross, Cong, Co. Mayo
Mayo North Heritage/Research Centre, P. J. Lynn, Enniscoe, Castlehill, Balla, Co.
Mayo
National Museum of Ireland, Noel Campbell, Turlough Park, Castlebar, Co. Mayo
North Mayo-West Sligo Heritage Group, Paddy Tuffy, Church View House, Lacken,
Enniscrone, Co. Mayo
Terry Reilly, Killala Road, Ballina, Co. Mayo
Westport Historical Society, Bronach Joyce, Clew Bay Heritage Centre, Westport, Co.
Mayo
Co. Meath
Ashbourne Historical Society, Ann Kavanagh, 55 Bourne View, Ashbourne, Co. Meath
Meath Archaeological and Historical Society, Julitta Clancy, Parsonstown, Bettystown,
Co. Meath
Navan and District History Society, Ethna Cantwell, Windtown, Navan, Co. Meath
Rathfraigh Historical Society, Nicola Dowling, 187 Kilcarn Court, Navan, Co. Meath
Slane History and Archaeology Society, Mary McDonnell, Townley Hall Road, Tullyallen,
Co. Meath
St. Ultan’s Bohermeen Historical Society, Stephen Ball, Neilstown, Bohermeen, Navan,
Co. Meath
Co. Offaly
Birr Historical Society, Jimmy Shortt, Ballaghanoher, Birr, Co. Offaly
Offaly Heritage Centre Ltd., Michael Byrne, Bury Quay, Tullamore, Co. Offaly
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Co. Roscommon
Co. Roscommon Historical and Archaeological Society, Albert Siggens, Castlestrange,
Castlecoote, Co. Roscommon
Tisrara Heritage Society, Rev. Francis Beirne, Tisrara, Four Roads, Roscommon, Co.
Roscommon
Co. Sligo
Ballymote Heritage Group, Pamela Benson, O’Connell Street, Ballymote, Co. Sligo
Calry Local History Society, Mary C. Dolan, Faughts Lane, Sligo, Co. Sligo
Friends of Sligo Gaol, Tomlyn McHugh, 17 Cooldrumman, Upper Cearney, Co. Sligo
North Mayo/West Sligo Heritage Group, Paddy Tuffy, Churchview House, Lacken,
Enniscrone Post Office, Co. Sligo
Publishing Sligo Past, Martin A. Timoney, Bother an Chorainn, Cloonagh, Keash, Co.
Sligo
Sligo Field Club, Jim Foran, 13 Bawn Owl, Kevinstown, Sligo, Co. Sligo
Co. Tipperary
Maura Kiely, Goatenbridge, Ardfinnan, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary
Boherlahan/Dualla Historical Journal Society, Margaret Leahy, Tubberadora, Thurles,
Co. Tipperary
Borrisoleigh Historical Society, Delia Ryan, 5 St. Bridget’s Villas, Borrisoleigh, Thurles,
Co. Tipperary
Cahir Historical and Social Society, Sheila Collins, c/o Commercial House, Cahir, Co.
Tipperary
Clonmel and District Historical Society, Michael Dolan, 36 Rosemount Park, Rosegreen,
Cashel, Co. Tipperary
Dunikerrin Parish History Society, Joe O’Brien, 18 Cluain Doire, Kiltillnane,
Templemore, Co. Tipperary
Emly Historical Society, Noel McGrath, Monemore, Emly, Co. Tipperary
Fethard Historical Society, Mary Hanrahan, Rathcoole, Fethard, Co. Tipperary
Irish Kennedy Heritage Society, Phyllis Kennedy, Garnafana, Toomevara, Nenagh, Co.
Tipperary
Kilbarron Terryglass Historical Society, Colum Hardy, Shanakill, Ballinderry, Nenagh,
Co. Tipperary
Newcastle Historical Society, Anita Coyne, Priestown, Ballinamult, Clonmel, Co.
Tipperary
Ormond Historical Society, Mary Ryan, Crowle, Cloughjordan, Co. Tipperary
Silvermines Historical Society, Betty Gleeson, Tullymoylan, Dolla, Nenagh, Co.
Tipperary
Tipperary Clans Heritage Society, John Bradshaw, Goats’ Lane, Bansha Rd., Tipperary,
Co. Tipperary
Tipperary County Historical Society, Dr. Denis G. Marnane, 20 Main Street, Tipperary,
Co. Tipperary
Tipperary Excel Centre, Mary Alice O’Connor, Tipperary Excel Centre, Tipperary town,
Co. Tipperary
Tipperary in the Decade of Revolution Historical Society, Maura Kiely, Goatenbridge,
Ardfinnan, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary
Co. Waterford
Portlaw Heritage Centre, Ger Crotty, c/o Malcomson Square, Portlaw, Co. Waterford
Waterford Archaeological and Historical Society, Clare Walsh, 14 Kenure Court,
Powerscourt Lawns, Waterford, Co. Waterford
Co. Westmeath
The Old Athlone Society, Ian Kenneally, Ballymurray, Mount Temple, Moate, Co.

188

LOCAL HISTORY JOURNAL 2018

Westmeath
Moate Historical Society, Marie Fitzgerald, Gleve House, Mount Temple, Moate, Co.
Westmeath
Westmeath Archaeological Society, Mrs. Rosemary Cassidy, Slanemore, Mullingar, Co.
Westmeath
Co. Wexford
Bannow Historical Society, Dermot McCarthy, Skiathos, Sea View, Forth Mountain,
Wexford, Co. Wexford
North Wexford Historical Society, Philip Jones, Alaya, Barnadown Upper, Gorey, Co.
Wexford
Old Kilenor Historical Society, Damian Nash, Borleagh, Inch, Gorey, Co. Wexford
Taghmon Historical Society, Jacqui Sidney, Gibberwell, Duncormick, Co. Wexford
Ui Cinsealaigh Historical Society, Mary J. Mackey, 35 Priory Court, St. Michael’s Road,
Gorey, Co. Wexford
Co. Wicklow
Blessington History Society, Jim Corley, Crosschapel, Blessington, Co. Wicklow
Bray Cualann Historical Society, May Harte, Royston, Westfield Park, Bray, Co.
Wicklow
Greystones Archaeological and Historical Society, Aileen Short, ‘Brookfield’, Glen Rd.,
Delgany, Co. Wicklow
Kilmacanogue History Society, Bat Masterson, Pembroke Lodge, Dargle Lane, Bray,
Co. Wicklow
Medieval Bray Project, David McIlreavy, 8 Haven Court, Convent Avenue, Bray, Co.
Wicklow
Rathdangan Historical Society, Peadarer Cullen, Killamoat, Rathdangan, Kiltegan, Co.
Wicklow
Roundwood & District Historical & Folklore Society, David Menzies, Sycamores,
Ballinastoe, Roundwood, Bray, Co. Wicklow
West Wicklow Historical Society, Donal McDonnell, Coolnarrig, Baltinglass, Co.
Wicklow
Wicklow Historical Society, Stan J. O’Reilly, 1 The Bank, Rathnew, Co. Wicklow
Jim Rees, 3 Meadows Lane, Arklow, Co. Wicklow
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FEDERATION

OF

LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETIES

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM
SOCIETY ___________________________________________________________
SECRETARY _________________________________________________________
ADDRESS __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE NO. ________________________ MOBILE: ________________________
E-MAIL:

_______________________________________________________________

OTHER CONTACT PHONE__________________________________________________
NUMBER

OF MEMBERS IN

SOCIETY _________________________ *FEE €_________

Do you agree to receive emails or other information from FLHS?

Yes

 No

*Membership fee per annum:
Individual:
€10
40 members or less: €25
41+ members:
€50
Cheques should be made payable to:
The Federation of Local History Societies,
c/o Mairead Byrne, 135 Dara Court, Celbridge, Co. Kildare
Email - maireadccbyrne@gmail.com
Note: This form may be downloaded from the Federation Web Site,
www.localhistory.ie
Only paid-up members of the Federation are covered under the discounted
insurance scheme.
Group Insurance Scheme provided by Arachas Corporate Brokers Limited,
The Courtyard, Carmanhall Road, Sandyford Business Estate, Dublin 18.
Tel. No. 01 213 5000 E-mail insure@arachas.ie
The Federation sends a list of paid-up members to the insurers.
Arachas Corporate Brokers Limited trading as Arachas, Capital IM is regulated by
the Central Bank of Ireland
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