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The Federation of Local History
Societies
What it is and what it does
History
The Federation of Local History Societies was established in 1981 to
promote the interests of amateur historians and voluntary museums
and to represent their views. In the intervening years the number of
affiliated societies has grown to about ninety societies.
Aims
The aims of the Federation are:
1. To encourage research in the fields of history, archaeology, folklife and folklore.
2. To exchange information among affiliated societies through the
medium of newsletters, publications, seminars, etc.
3. To develop mutual support among affiliated societies.
4. To encourage the publication of information of historical interest
and the better utilisation of Archives.
Membership
Membership of the Federation is open to all Local History societies,
Archaeological societies, Field Groups, Folklore and Folk-life societies,
Family or Genealogical Societies and local museums. Other similar
organisations which don’t come within these categories can be linked
with the Federation through Associated Membership.
How the Federation Operates
The Federation has a voluntary secretariat by which societies can help
one another and combine to achieve results which could not be achieved
by individual effort.
The member societies come together twice yearly at different venues
around the country.
The Annual General Meeting and Seminars, Lectures and Workshops
provide an exciting exchange of ideas from all over the country.
The Federation’s Journal is a source of information on the activities
of the member societies and its contents indicate the widespread and
growing interest in local history, which highlights the need for such an
organisation as the Federation.
5

LOCAL HISTORY REVIEW 2012
Individuals
When you join your local history group you are joining a lively group
of enthusiastic people who share a common interest in local history,
archaeology, folklore. You do not need to have any particular qualification
or a high level of knowledge of the subjects outlined, but as a member,
you will learn much about your heritage, in a most enjoyable way, by
having access to the lectures and slide shows organised during the
autumn, winter and spring.
Membership Application/Renewal Form is available for download
on the Federation website:
www.localhistory.ie
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Editorial
Last year we said that our biggest challenge as an organisation was
in the realm of communication and that we needed to improve on the
way we were relating to our membership and to each other. I think it
is fair to say that we have made progress in this field and have taken
a big step forward with the design and launch of our new website
www.localhistory.ie. It is now providing an important link between the
Federation and its members and will help further develop mutual support
between member groups. It is your website so we would ask you to use
and support it. The Society News and Events sections provide an ideal
vehicle to promote your group. Another new publication is our quarterly
Newsletter designed to keep you informed throughout the year.
Our membership list was badly out of date and in some cases inaccurate
and misleading and we apologise for that. It has been reviewed and
updated and now accurately reflects the current membership. The
list of members is also posted on the website. It is important that any
changes to society contact details are relayed to the Federation when
they occur. This way we can guarantee that it is kept up to date and
that the details are meaningful. Details of changes should be sent to
larrybreen8@eircom.net or info@localhistory.ie.
Links to other organisations/associations sharing mutual interests are
important for the health and future development of the Federation. We
believe this is the way forward and plan to engage with other associations
in the coming years. Contact has already been made with the Royal
Society of Antiquaries of Ireland and ancestry.co.uk. with a view to
exploring possible joint activities.
It is now two years since we established the AGM as a weekend event
and both events held since, one in Kilmallock and one in Westport, have
been a resounding success. We will continue with this approach and
plan to visit Waterford city for our AGM in 2013. The weekend approach
has added an extra social dimension to the experience of all those who
attend.
We continued to share joint activities with our good friends in the Ulster
Federation and enjoyed a memorable trip to York on a visit to the UK. We
also joined forces at the “Festival of History Ireland” event in Lisnavagh
House Co. Carlow. A joint presentation was given at the Festival by
both Federations on Hidden Gems and Forgotten People and was well
received. A joint visit was made to the Titanic Exhibition in Belfast as
part of our Urban Experience Programme.
It was a busy year on the home front which started with our Spring
Seminar on the subject of Oral History and hosted by the Old Drogheda
Society in Millmount Museum. We enjoyed some beautiful weather for
9
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our AGM in Westport where the Westport Historical Society proved to be
worthy hosts and we thank them for their organisation, kindness and
hospitality. The National Library Project which involved updating the
archive material on our two earlier joint projects namely, the “Lawrence
Collection” and “Our own Place” was an example of both Federations
working together on a volunteer basis with great success and reward.
These important archives are now available on line for the benefit of
researchers and local historians alike. Great credit and thanks are
extended to all the volunteers and in particular to Padraig Laffan for his
dedication and leadership in co-ordinating the project.
We are determined to make a big effort this year to give fresh impetus
to our “Hidden Gems and Forgotten People Project”. A new promotional
leaflet has been published which we will distribute widely on a national
basis through the local libraries and through our society members. We
will also launch the new leaflet publically at a special seminar before the
end of the year. “Local History is your History” and nothing personifies
that quotation more perfectly than the Hidden Gems and Forgotten
People Project. Let us all make our contribution and ensure that this
project enjoys the support and success it merits.
Thanks to all those who contributed articles and news for the Review,
the response from members was excellent and very much appreciated.
Thanks to Brendan Cullen for all his help and a special word of thanks to
J. J. Woods for all his invaluable work and dedication in the typesetting
and design of the publication.
It has been a good year and we all look forward to continue pursuing
together our common love and interest in local history.
Larry Breen, Hon. Editor.
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KILCRONE HOUSE
a Slide Show © 2012 Marie Guillot
Introduction
After eighteen years living in this old Georgian house, I have
amassed so many documents about the place that it now seems a
moral (and pleasant) duty to share them. Publishing an illustrated
short book is my ultimate goal, but a consultation within competent
circles has convinced me that, as a first approach, an article is more
manageable.
A span of two hundred and fifty years can hardly fit in the seven pages
I committed to provide to the Federation of Local History Societies. I
have thus implemented a strict selection of recorded milestones with
illustrations and comments. So strict, in fact, that many important
events/people have been left out. Hopefully, the final book will
compensate for the limits of this article.
While looking at the illustrations, be aware that some images of the
houses are only “reconstructed”. You will also notice the different
ways “Kilcrone” was spelled along the centuries.
Acknowledgements
The late Frances Christine Ring-Cusack (R.I.P.) (former servant at
Kilcrone)
Richard Henchion, local historian (endless advice and
encouragement)
William and Aisling O’Callaghan, Longueville House (visit of the
house, photos, documents)
Jim Hanning, B.C., Canada (photos and transcript of a memoir
from the 1800’s)
Richard Longfield, Hampshire, England (portraits)
Stephanie Lawless, Booubyjan Estate, Australia (documents and
photos)
Anne McAuliffe, Cloyne (original line drawings)
David Griffin, Irish Architectural Archives (architectural guidance)
The Reverend Dean Marley (access to restricted areas of the Cloyne
Cathedral)
Lillian O’Shea, local historian (out-of-print book about Longueville)
The family in Castlemary (access to the remaining house structure)
The family in Longfield House (visit of the house, documents)
Jorge Ruiz Villasante, digital photography teacher
Dorothee Roberts, art teacher
Larry Breen, editor, who agreed to publish this article.
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For local Memories and insight details, documents and/or photos:
The late Seamus O’Brien (R.I.P.), Breda O’Brien, Jane Deacon-Jeffery
and her family, Kitty Dorgan-Walshe, Desmond and Gwen Furney,
Ursula O’Mahony, John and Anne McAuliffe, Len and Edith Paley, Tess
Forbes-Monaghan, Ben Forbes, Bernie Cashman, Berna O’Mahony,
Yvonne Sweetnam-McEvoy, Eileen Cronin, Patty Butler, Imelda Purcell,
Mable Patricia Forde-Kingston, Pat Hankard, Esther Beausang.
For Research and/or Editing Support:
Cloyne Literary and Historical Society
Cork Non-Fiction Writers Group (central library)
In Cork, the staff of the Central and County Libraries
In Dublin, the staff of the Irish Architectural Archives, the Registration
of Deeds, the Land Registry and the National Archives.
Bibliography
The Gravestone Inscriptions of the Cathedral Cemetery of Cloyne, by
Richard Henchion, 1999, Cloyne Literary and Historical Society,
Tower Books
The Gravestone Inscriptions of St John the Baptist Cemetery, Midleton,
by Richard Henchion, 2009, Cloyne Literary and Historical Society,
Tower Books
The Book of Cloyne, Cloyne Historical and Archaeological Society, 1977,
Litho Press
Classic Irish Houses of the Middle Size, by Maurice Craig, 2006, Ashfield
Press
Longueville House, its Architecture and Social History, by Lilian
Sheahan, 2003, private edition
An Introduction to the Architectural Heritage of East Cork [and North
Cork], 2009, Government of Ireland
Burke’s Landed Gentry of Ireland, 1958
Houses of Cork (Vol. 1, North), by Anna-Maria Hajba, 2002, Ballinakella
Press History of the City and County of Cork, by M. F. Cusack,
Kenmare Public., 1875
Fota House and Gardens, 2002, Fota Trust Ltd A Sprinkling of Fota, by
Eileen Cronin, 1997, Carraig Print
Through the Green Baize Doors, Fota House, by Patricia Butler and
Eileen Cronin, 2011, Carraig Print
The Houses of Ireland, by Brian de Breffny and Rosemary Ffolliott,
Thames & Hudson, 1981
Vanishing Country Houses of Ireland, by the Knight of Glin, David. J.
Griffin and Nicholas K. Robinson
Notes on the Smith-Barry Family (1893), by Charlotte Smith-Barry,
1933, private edition.
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Websites (www.)
thepeerage.co.uk
census.nationalarchives.ie
osi.ie 4crests.com
glosters.tripod.com
scarletfinders.co.uk
longuevillehouse.ie
celticcousins.net
123people.com
Old Prints Books (Illustrations)
The Spectator, Volume 1 to 8, 1714, J. & R. Tonson, the Strand,
London
Boswell’s Life of Johnson illustrated, Vo. 1 to 4, 1851, National Illustrated
Library, the Strand, London
The Book of Days, a Miscellany of popular antiquities, Vol. 1 & 2, 1866,
edited by R. Chambers
Cassell’s family magazine Illustrated, Vol. 1 &2, Cassell, Petter, Galpin
& Co, 1879, London, Paris & New York
Harmsworth’s New Atlas, c. 1920
Musee des Families, Vol. 30, 1863, Paris
Le Pot-au-Feu, 1898-1911, Paris
La Mode Illustree, Supplement Litteraire No 7, 1903, Firmin-Didot,
Paris.
See Slide Show of Kilcrone House in the colour section.
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The Griffiths of Millicent, County
Kildare
by Jim Heffernan
The Griffith Family and Millicent House
Although the Griffiths only occupied Millicent House for a short period
of 27 years from 1782 to 1809 three generations of the family lived there.
All three generations of Griffith men
were named Richard, a fact which
has often caused confusion. The
first Richard spent his final years
at Millicent House and died there.
The second was prominent locally in
opposing the 1798 insurgents and
the third, Richard John Griffith, is
well known to local historians and
genealogists through his Valuation
of Tenements more commonly
known as ‘Griffith’s Valuation’.
The family are descended from
Richard Dean of Ross through his
son Edward who married Abigail
daughter of Sir William Handcock,
Recorder of Dublin. The Griffith
family are of Welsh origin1 but their
claim to be linked to the Griffith family of Penrhyn which claimed descent
from ancient British kings is rather dubious. However the influential Sir
Richard John Griffith managed to persuade the accommodating2 Sir
Bernard Burke, Ulster King of Arms, to accept the claim.3
Richard and Elizabeth Griffith
The first Richard, born on 17th March 1716, was a minor writer
and gentleman farmer from Maidenhall County Kilkenny. He was
overshadowed by his more talented wife Elizabeth, an actress and
writer. She was born in Dublin in 1727 to Thomas Griffith, the Dublin
born son of Welsh parents, who was actor-manager of the Smock Alley
Theatre and Jane the daughter of the Reverend Richard Foxcroft of
Portarlington.4 Elizabeth first came to notice as an actress in October
1749 performing the role of Juliet in Romeo and Juliet in the Smock
Alley Theatre. She subsequently performed in both Dublin and London.
She later embarked on a writing career, writing a number of plays and
books which were well regarded at the time but do not appeal to modern
14
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taste. In a period where women were denied access to formal literary
education available to gentlemen Elizabeth’s familiarity with the roles
she played as an actress was an important preparation for her career
as a writer.5
Richard and Elizabeth had a long courtship during which Richard, whose
father wished him to ‘marry money’ as he himself had done, had tried to
persuade Elizabeth to become his mistress before marrying her secretly
after five years.6 Wisely perhaps given Richard’s philandering reputation
Elizabeth had her friend Lady Orrery as a witness to the ceremony
which took place in Dublin in 1767. The couple had two children, a
son Richard born in 1752 in Elizabeth’s Aunt’s house in Abbey Street,
Dublin and a daughter Catherine who married the Reverend John Buck
Rector of Desertcreat, County Tyrone.7
After their marriage the couple were separated for long periods.
Elizabeth did not immediately move to Maidenhall to join her husband.
Richard undertook a linen manufacturing venture at Maidenhall,
County Kilkenny.8 The enterprise failed when Richard did not receive
an expected government grant. He was ruined financially as he had
incurred considerable debts. Elizabeth moved to London to pursue her
writing career and took the children with her. In 1760 Richard was
appointed to a customs post in Carrickfergus, County Antrim by John
Russell 4th Duke of Bedford as a result of which he divided his time
between London and Ireland.
As a consequence of the lengthy periods they spent apart the couple
exchanged a large number of letters before and after their marriage.
Richard’s debts had forced him to dispose of Maidenhall and to
overcome their financial difficulties they published an edited version of
their correspondence in a series of six volumes between 1767 and 1770
entitled A Series of Genuine Letters between Henry and Frances. These
proved popular and provided a modest source of income.9
The marriage appears to have been troubled as, apart from their financial
problems, the couple lacked a settled home and Richard appears to
have been less than faithful with, on one occasion, allegations of an
elopement. In their later years the couple lived at their son’s home,
Millicent House, both dying there, Richard in 1788 and Elizabeth in
1793.10
Richard Griffith of Millicent
Richard and Elizabeth’s son Richard secured a position with the East
India Company through the influence of John Manship a friend of his
mother in London. While serving at Patnas on the Ganges from 1770
to 1782 he obtained a lucrative licence to trade in opium on his own
behalf. He was empowered to advance company money to farmers to
15
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buy and sow the seed which he subsequently sold at a mark up to
the company. He is reputed to have amassed a fortune estimated to be
between £60,000 and £90,000 (worth perhaps £6m to £9m in present
day values).11 Returning to Ireland he acquired Millicent House near
Clane in 1782.12
Richard married twice, his first marriage to Charity Yorke Bramston,
daughter of John Bramston and Elizabeth Yorke of Oundle,
Northamptonshire produced a son, Richard John and three daughters.
Richard’s second marriage to Mary Hussey Burgh, daughter of Walter
Hussey Burgh, produced seven sons and four daughters.13 Several
children of the second family subsequently emigrated to Australia.
Richard was Member of Parliament for Askeaton from 1783-179014 and
was Sheriff of Kildare for the year 1788.15 He was initially regarded as
having liberal views and was friendly with Theobald Wolfe Tone who
regularly visited Millicent House. However he took the government side
when the rebellion broke out. As Captain of the Clane Yeomanry on
23rd May 1798 he defeated a group of rebels in the village of Clane but
subsequently had to withdraw to Naas. In the aftermath livestock was
driven off by the rebels from Millicent House and considerable damage
was done.16
Griffith became a director of the Grand Canal Company in 1784. He
played a central role in the operations of the Company for the next 25
years. He was very ‘hands-on’ in the development of the canal westward
and got the better of the celebrated English canal engineer William
Jessop in a dispute over the best way to address difficulties in building
the canal across the Bog of Allen. He was subsequently appointed by
the board to superintend the construction work devoting five days per
month to the task for a gratuity of £26 5s.17
The Grand Canal Company sustained major financial losses due largely
to problems constructing the canal across the Bog of Allen but also
due to social conditions in the aftermath of the 1798 rebellion. In
the early 1800s the company engaged in two ventures which proved
financially costly. These were the leasing of collieries near Castlecomer,
County Kilkenny and the acquisition of the control and maintenance
of the middle Shannon. Controversy subsequently arose over the role
played by Griffith and John McCartney, his principal ally on the board,
in the leasing of the collieries by the company.18 Finally Griffith and
his supporters were voted off the board at an extraordinary meeting of
shareholders in February 1810.19
By this time Richard had lost most of his personal fortune. He sold his
Millicent estate, which was by then heavily mortgaged, in 1809.20 In 1813
he moved to England where he had obtained the post of Postmaster of
16
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Sheffield. Two years later he was appointed Post Office Packet Manager
in Holyhead. He was responsible for managing the operation of the
seven sailing cutters which carried passengers and mail from Holyhead
to Pigeonhouse.21 Diplomacy was needed as he was responsible for
dealing with and hosting high officials such as the Viceroy who were
often delayed by adverse weather conditions. Richard died on 27th June
1820 and is buried in St. Cybi’s Churchyard Holyhead. In later years
a Holyhead Town Council landscaping project destroyed a number of
older graves including Richard’s and only its general location is now
known.22
In his will made in Holyhead dated 30th April 1819 Richard made
provision for his wife and the young family of his second marriage as
best he could from his reduced resources. He referred affectionately
to Walter Hussey the eldest son of his second marriage but made no
provision for his first born son stating that Richard John had the means
to provide for himself.23 This was very true as, apart from embarking
upon an illustrious career, Richard John had married an heiress!
Richard John Griffith, Engineer & Geologist
Richard John Griffith was born at No.8 Hume Street on 20th September
1784 but he appears to have spent much of his childhood on his father’s
estate at Millicent. He attended schools in Portarlington, Rathangan and
Dublin. He was at Rathangan in 1798 when the school was attacked
by the rebels. He escaped disguising himself as an insurgent but
encountered a troop of dragoons. The soldiers were about to hang him
when he was recognised by a local magistrate who was accompanying
them.24
On leaving school Richard joined the Royal Irish Regiment of Artillery as
an ensign but served for less than a year opting to retire with a pension
when the regiment was disbanded on the Act of Union in 1801. Perhaps
influenced by his father’s problems with bogs and mines Richard
subsequently took a different career path. He studied Engineering and
Geology in England and in Edinburgh where in 1807 he was elected a
fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh. While in Scotland he became
associated with a land-valuer named Begley and spent two summers
valuing land through an examination of soils and strata. He was later
to introduce a modified version of the Scottish system to Ireland.25 Also
while living in Scotland he met Maria Jane Waldie, daughter of George
Waldie a wealthy mine owner of Hendersyde Park, Roxburghshire, whom
he married on 21st September 1812. A son George Richard and three
daughters Elizabeth Charlotte, Charlotte Jane and Ann Maria were
born to the marriage between 1814 and 1821.26 It has been suggested
that a further daughter Jane had been born in 1813 but was disowned
17
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after eloping with the gardener of her boarding school when aged 16. Sir
Richard is said to have refused her when she approached him seeking
help for her six children after her husband died young.27
Professor Herries-Davies suggests that Griffith may have been a selfcentred ruthless man, reluctant to give due recognition to subordinates
and not personally liked by his peers. He cites Griffith’s memoirs which
consist mainly of trivia with Griffith himself as the centre of attention
and the fact that, despite his considerable achievements, he was never
proposed by his peers for fellowship of the Royal Society of London. He
speculates plausibly that this and his drive to achieve could have been
a legacy of feeling supplanted when his father remarried, starting a new
family when he was a young child.28
An Illustrious Career
Richard John Griffith began his long career of public service in 1808
when he undertook a study of the drainage of Irish bogs for the House
of Commons. Ironically the first bog he dealt with was the Bog of Allen
which had proved so challenging to his father and the Grand Canal
Company! The success of his work in this area appears to have made
his reputation as subsequently hardly any public project in which
the skill or involvement of an engineer was required was commenced
without reference to him.28 In 1809 he was commissioned by the Dublin
Society28 to investigate the Leinster coalfield and in 1812 he was elected
by the society as Mining Engineer, a position he held until 1828.29 The
post only required him to serve for six months each year allowing him
to undertake other work. Throughout his life Richard had the capacity
to undertake several tasks at once and it was during this period that he
began work on his Geological Map of Ireland which he first published
in 1839.
In 1822 he was appointed to build roads in Cork, Kerry and Limerick for
famine relief. In 1825 Richard was appointed Conductor of the Boundary
Survey starting a career in land valuation which was to span 40 years.
What is commonly known as ‘Griffith’s Valuation’ was actually the last
of three valuations conducted by him.30 Subsequently in 1827 Griffith
was appointed Commissioner for the Valuation of Ireland, a project
which began in earnest in Coleraine when the first of the Ordnance
Survey’s new maps, that for County Derry, became available. Griffith
used the work of his valuators to enhance his geological map which was
published in its final form in 1852.
He was a founding member of the Geological society of Dublin31 in
1831 of which he was President or Vice-President for thirty-seven of
the years between 1831 and 1878.33 Amongst many other activities he
was, between 1846 and 1864, Deputy Chairman and then Chairman
18
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of the Board of Works and he was twice President of the Institution
of Engineers of Ireland. In 1846 and 1847 as Deputy Chairman of the
Board of Works he was responsible for administering famine relief.33
In 1854 Richard John received the Wollaston Medal from the Geological
Society of London for his contribution to science represented by his
work on the geological map. His pride in this is seen from the fact that
both map and medal are displayed in a portrait commissioned for the
occasion of his seventieth birthday in 1858. He adopts the same pose
including the map in a photograph taken twenty years later on the
occasion of his ninetieth birthday. On 8th March 1858 he was created a
baronet in recognition of his public service.
Sir Richard John stepped down from his last major office, Commissioner
for Valuation, in 1868 but remained active serving on committees and
presenting papers during the last 10 years of his life.
Later Generations
Richard and Jane benefited substantially from the will of Jane’s father
George Waldie who died in 1825 and it is perhaps at this point that
Richard purchased the Pencraig Estate in Anglesea which remained in
the family for over a century; he was certainly well established there
by 1842. On Richard’s death the Pencraig estate was inherited by his
daughter Elizabeth. The estate remained in the family until 1952. The
site of the estate is now occupied by a housing estate and a college.
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Richard’s only son George Richard inherited the Hendersyde Park estate
in Roxburghshire, Scotland together with a considerable fortune when
his mother’s only brother John Waldie died unmarried in 1865. George
Richard and his only son Richard John adopted the name WaldieGriffith under the terms of John Waldie’s will.34
Although the later Waldie-Griffiths regarded themselves as Scottish the
family’s Kildare connection is perhaps reflected in the fact that Richard
John Waldie-Griffith was a prominent owner and breeder of racehorses
and long serving member of the Jockey Club. Sir Richard John was
the third and last baronet. Although he married three times he died
childless in 1933 and the baronetage died with him.

Millicent House, 2010
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Travellers’ Tales: Visitor Accounts as
Sources for Local History
By Dr. Denis G. Marnane
Introduction
Sir William Brereton, then thirty-one, former MP and future supporter
of Parliament, landed in Ireland at Carrickfergus on Sunday morning 5
July 1635, having made the crossing from Port Patrick in Scotland in
a hired boat. The crossing was very rough and Sir William’s stomach
(to use his own words) was never so purged of “phlegm, choler and
green stuff”. Landing was an adventure, all the horses being thrown into
the sea but managing to swim ashore. Brereton spent several weeks in
Ireland and his account is full of wonderful details. For example, within

days he was ill with an “extreme” but not “bloody flux” and his selfadministered medication consisted of a mixture of whiskey and poppy
juice “well sodden with wheat flour, three or four eggs and cinnamon”.
After dosing himself with this, for several days he had trouble “parting
with (his) urine”.
Our intrepid traveller recovered enough to move south, passing through
Dundalk (where he lodged with “a most mighty fat woman”). Then
on to Drogheda, “the largest and best built town I have yet seen in
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Ireland” and Brereton recorded much else of interest in these towns.
“As dainty fine way as I ever rid” is Brereton’s reference to his journey
to Swords, then a village, where he lodged at the sign of the Boot and
found accommodation better than expected. On 9 July, he was in
Dublin, where he spent several days and like any visitor, saw the sights
including cathedrals, college and castle. At the latter, his servant overly
curious, interfered with one of the guns, for which he was arrested and
Brereton had to pay sixpence “to redeem him”.
A week later, the party arrived in Wexford and much is written about
the economy of the region, especially forestry and land holding. At
Enniscorthy, he lodged with Andrew Plummers, a Scotsman married to
an Englishwoman. In Wexford town, he found trade very much decayed
because herring fishing had failed. He was impressed with Waterford
Harbour, the town “reputed one of the richest in Ireland” and (unlike the
visit fifty years later described below) found Duncannon Fort garrisoned
by fifty soldiers. And on to Carrick-on-Suir, impressed by the extensive
sheep farming along the way, he lodged at the sign of the Three Cups,
the landlady “good neat woman”.
After some two weeks in a strange land, constantly on the move, assaulted
by a changing array of sights, smells and tastes, Sir William was in
sore need to TLC. However, like travellers since, he was mistrustful
of being ill in the middle of nowhere and so fled back to Waterford on
22 July. “I did begin by degrees to recover” he wrote but in the days
before departing Waterford for home, ever careful of himself, Sir William
spent much time at the apothecary (with the wonderful name Jarvis
Billiard) getting pills and potions, not just for his existing condition
but for the dreaded crossing of the Irish Sea. Sir William Brereton went
safely ashore at Minehead on 26 July, his three-weeks visit to Ireland
completed.1
Traveller, tourist or visitor; whatever label is attached and whatever the
condescension (a not infrequent attitude on the part of visitors from
Britain), we have reason to be thankful that a handful of them left written
accounts of their adventures, thus providing invaluable, if partial,
information about times and places otherwise hidden. Reinforcing the
point that travellers’ tales are extraordinarily interesting, here is a brief
account of another, fifty years later.
On 10 September 1686, the earl of Clarendon, Lord Lieutenant of James
II in Ireland, accompanied by a large retinue, set off on a progress of
the South. They travelled from Kilkenny to Waterford where the king’s
representative was received with great respect, the city insisting on
covering the costs of their visitors. Clarendon was met by ten young
men clothed in white silk, lined with blue, who attended him during
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his time in the city. The following day the VIPs travelled by boat to
inspect Duncannon Fort, which was commanded by Sir John Ivory.
However, while there were forty-two guns mounted on the fort and a
gunner named Isaac Phips, there was no actual garrison.
On 13 September, the Lord Lieutenant and his party left Waterford and
continued their tour of the South. That night they stayed at Lismore,
having passed through Cappoquin, “a pretty place improved by Mr
Cooke, who has set up a manufactory of serges”. The following day, the
journey from Lismore to Youghal, on especially bad roads, took them
through Tallow “which is an English town”, with trade in butter and
hides, said to be worth £60,000 p.a. By 16 September, the travellers
were in Bandon “a perfect English town”, the people industrious but
of a stubborn disposition. By 21 September, the show was on its
way to Limerick. Near Bruff, Mr Oliver, local landowner whose house
unfortunately was off route, nevertheless entertained the distinguished
guests with cold meats and wine set on a table by the road. Hurrying
past Kilmallock, “a great ruinous town”, the Lord Lieutenant and his
retinue did not arrive in Limerick until darkness had fallen.
Aside from formalities, there were practical matters such as the need,
after all those bad roads, to have carriages repaired, which work was
done by John and Christopher Hall. From Limerick, this government
in motion, travelled towards Clonmel and Carrick-on-Suir, spending
successive nights at Thomastown where they were entertained lavishly
by Captain Mathew, half brother to the Duke of Ormonde and at
Clonmel, where the visitors were spread among the rich men of the
town. Both these towns were controlled by Ormonde and the duke had
done much to encourage industry in Carrick. He set up a factory for the
manufacture of silk, wool and serge, managed by a Dutchman who lived
in a house made in Holland, then brought to Ireland and re-assembled.
Who knew? Some two weeks after setting off from Kilkenny, Clarendon
and his party were back in that city.2
You probably never heard of Sir Paul Rycaut. No reason why you should.
He was an Englishman, fifty-seven years old in 1686 and secretary to
Lord Lieutenant Clarendon. Rycaut was one of that countless tribe of
outsiders who, over the centuries, visited Ireland: some for business;
some for adventure; some even for reasons of philanthropy; few for
actual pleasure (it was too dangerous). What makes visitors like Rycaut
and Brereton special is that they put their impressions on paper and
the accounts survived, thus providing invaluable and fascinating
descriptions of aspects of Irish life. Perhaps these travellers mentioned a
place in which you have a particular interest. If so, centuries drop away
and a twenty-first century sensibility encounters a familiar place but
located in a foreign country (using L.P. Hartley’s famous phrase).3 The
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accounts cited are only unusual in that they are seventeenth century,
a period with many official sources of information about places, mainly
generated by the Cromwellian conquest but there are not very many
personal accounts. Readers interested in their own places, might think
that such fascinating sources do not exist. The message is, seek and
perhaps find.
Traveller or Tourist?
“At the fag-end of this summer, among a motley crowd of Tourists, by
the irresistible power of Steam, I was injected into the island of Ireland,
which I had never before seen. For a week, almost without winking, I
looked it steadily in the face. For a similar period, in various localities,
immured by myself, I was pouring over data I deemed it necessary to
obtain.”4
So began Sir Francis Head’s self-serving and stuffy preface to his
personal examination of Ireland’s anatomy, titled A Fortnight in Ireland
- yes a whole two weeks to become expert enough to explain Ireland to
his peers. From the quotation above, clearly Sir Francis did not regard
himself as a “tourist”. He was a traveller on a mission. Like most of this
type of visitor, Sir Francis made sure to pack his prejudices along with
his silk drawers. Starting in Dublin, Head , travelling by train and coach,
went to Mullingar, Athlone, Ballinasloe, Tuam, Ballinrobe (where he
had a lot to say about the Workhouse), Castlebar (another Workhouse),
Westport (touching on the Achill conversions and incidentally telling us
some of the guest’s comments in the visitors book of the Royal Hotel),
Leenane, Kylemore, Clifden, Oughterard and finally Galway. All this in
five days.
Why did British men and (some) women visit Ireland and go to the
trouble of writing about their experiences? Naturally, there were various
reasons, different agendas. Head typified an English perspective on
Ireland: puzzlement, exasperation and conviction that things would
improve if the advice of the author was heeded. In essence, if only the
island could become more like England. Some travellers, like James
Glassford who visited in the 1820s, were overtly racist. The devil’s
combination of celt and catholic guaranteed condemnation. 5 In the
nineteenth century, some “experts” were troubled by the failure of the
Act of Union to sufficiently modernise the junior partner. For many
visitors, the great enemy of modernisation was the catholic church.
In the aftermath of the Famine, a great deal of Irish land came on the
market and “experts” like Sir Francis Head were anxious to encourage the
inflow of British capital and agricultural expertise. This very basic need
to explain Ireland to English readers was common, especially from the
late eighteenth-century. As Thomas Campbell put it: “There is perhaps,
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no country, dependent on the British Crown which Englishmen know
less of than Ireland; and yet it may safely be affirmed, there is none
which has a fairer and stronger claim to their attention.” Clearly, there is
a very big difference in depth of knowledge and intensity of engagement
between, for example, Campbell and Head. Also, the intervening threequarters of a century is reflected in the replacement of a Romantic
historicism by a hard-headed pragmatism.
In his book, published in 1777, Campbell an Irish clergyman, concealed
his identity, pretending he was an English visitor.6 This “English”
visitor started from Dublin (with only a half dozen shirts in his bag),
travelled through the midlands, finding Naas “a shabby looking place”,
on to Kildare where the reader wades through lots of pseudo-history, a
feature of much pre-Famine travel writing, Kilkenny, “the best inland
town in the kingdom” and “sweetly situated” clearly earns his approval.
“The most polite and well bred part of the Kingdom”. Do not think that
Campbell is only concerned with the towns where he lodged on his
journey. The journey itself engages his attention. The more closely the
scene resembles what might be found in England, the more approval is
forthcoming. From Kilkenny, the writer finds himself in South Tipperary,
always much more visited than the north of the county, mainly because
of Cashel, a “must-see” for most travellers and then on to towns in
Cork and Limerick, eventually finding himself back in Dublin, by way of
Nenagh, Birr and Athlone.
Campbell, an Irishman pretending to be English, sought to explain
Ireland to the English. Another traveller in Ireland at the same time
as Campbell, but much more influential, had a mission to explain
England to the Irish, specifically to bring English agricultural practices
to Ireland.7 Arthur Young, certainly the most important pre-Famine
traveller in Ireland, journeyed throughout Ireland in 1776 and again
the following year, meeting all kinds of people involved in the use and
management of land. He was aware that his kind of mission to improve
could result in a book, in his own words, “dry and unentertaining” but
while his two volume work is dense with facts and figures, it is essential
reading for any understanding of late eighteenth century Ireland.
Young began his second tour in September 1777 travelling a circuit
from Dublin to Limerick, through Cork and back to Dublin.. (His first
tour covered much of the North and West.). For example, Young tells
his readers much about the agricultural practices of a landlord called
Richard Nevill of Furness Co Kildare, whose manner and reputation
met with the author’s approval. Amid all the statistics is the shadow of
future disaster. “In respect of labour, every farmer has as many cottars
(cottiers) as ploughs, whom they pay with a cabin, one acre of potatoes
and a cow…their food potatoes and milk for nine months of the year.”
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Young had his eyes firmly on the ground, in fact on the dirt, but there
was another kind of traveller whose gaze was centred on the heavens,
whose motivation for crossing the Irish Sea was inspired by religion,
usually fundamentalist. John Wesley, that great traveller for Christ,
paid several visits to Ireland and recorded his experiences in his
journals. For example, on Wednesday, 31 May 1749, at seven in the
evening, at Bandon “a town which is entirely inhabited by protestants”.
Wesley preached in the middle of the Main Street and had his largest
congregation thus far in Ireland. As impressive as Wesley’s religious
conviction is his physical stamina. Day after day, travelling in all
weathers and sometimes preaching several times a day and at a time
when sermons were not short, Wesley traversed the country, sometimes
noting what he saw. (He was not in Ireland to look around him but to
save souls.) In Dublin for example, he found Dr Stephen’s Hospital “far
clearer and sweeter than any I had seen in London”.8
Much less famous than Wesley and a different gender was the American
Quaker Asenath Nicholson, whose two accounts of travels in Ireland
are better known than Wesley’s.9 Also inspired by religious belief, she
travelled through Ireland in 1844-45, just before the Famine and came
again during the Famine. If your interest is in a specific place, it would be
worth ascertaining if Mrs Nicholson passed through, bible in hand. The
Rev Baptist Wriothesley Noel, who sounds like a clergyman invented by
Dickens, toured the midlands in the summer of 1836 and while admiring
the peasantry “the finest in the world” was puzzled and horrified by
their attachment to Rome or as he put it; “they worship the wafer”.10 In
his first sentence, the reverent gentleman touched on a recurring theme
on the part of serious travellers to Ireland and indeed the black hole of
Anglo-Irish relations: “(Ireland’s) condition is a strange anomaly. United
to Great Britain, its eight millions are our weakness rather than our
strength….Although forming part of the wealthiest empire in the world,
the mass of (Ireland’s) inhabitants have scarcely the necessaries of life.”
For Noel (as for many travellers in the south of Europe) there was a clear
connection between catholicism and backwardness.
The coming of railways, around the time of the Famine, made travel
easier and opened up new parts of the country. As always, publishers
responded to perceived needs and in the late eighteenth century when
travel was on horseback or by carriage, an individual planning a tour
in Ireland probably relied on Taylor & Skinner and Wilson, forerunners
of today’s “Rough Guide” or “Lonely Planet”. Taylor & Skinner’s “Maps
of the Roads of Ireland” was first published in 1778, whereas Wilson’s
“Post-Chaise Companion” appeared in the following decade. This latter
was text-based and set out to meet several needs including a description
of Dublin, references to towns and gentlemen’s seats, not neglecting “an
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index of remarkable places”.11 Decades later, rail travellers had their
own guides. Perhaps the most interesting are two works by a railway
employee, Thomas Lacy, who travelled widely and frequently, by rail of
course.12 In the later of these works, there is a sense of immediacy, not
to mention an echo of our own time. For example, describing Lismore
in Waterford, he has positive things to say but adds that several shops
were unoccupied, those to whom they had been let, having recently
emigrated.
Some of the more interesting and useful travellers’ accounts explore
this economic theme, especially the land question. When Ireland
was in the news, usually because the natives were revolting, British
newspapers sent special correspondents to tour the country and report.
In 1845-6 when crime in Ireland was attracting attention, The Times
correspondent Thomas Campbell Foster travelled through the four
provinces and over a period of five months, his paper published his
dispatches from Glenties to Forth and Bargy and Belfast to Bantry.
As ever, with such reportage, what was published reflected editorial
policy and while hugely interesting, caution is advised. Reporting from
Cork, Foster admires “the spirit of commercial activity”, refers to the
advantages of railway enterprise and makes it clear to his readers that
Repeal would undo this progress.13
More than twenty years later and William O’Connor Morris also spends
some five months travelling through Ireland reporting for The Times.
In the collected edition of these reports, he felt the need to reassure
readers that his only instruction from The Times was to report the
truth. Certainly, the author who was an Irish lawyer has his own take
on things. In late September 1869, the author was in Wexford and he
tells us that having arrived in a town, he inspected the surrounding
countryside. In this case, he was pleased and a feature of the series,
O’Connor Morris was able happy to find a landlord to praise, in this
instance, the earl of Portsmouth.14
Sources
The purpose of this brief article is to draw the attention of readers to the
often untapped source of information in travellers’ accounts, of which
there are very many, mostly from the late eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries. Most of these men (and some women) rushing about the
country, probably bypassed your village or town but equally possible, one
or two did not and what they wrote awaits your discovery. What follows
is no more than a nod in the direction of your further investigation.
The best modern bibliography is by John McVeagh and your starting
point.15 The relevant volume in the Maynooth Research Guides for Irish
Local History is valuable and still in print.16 The classic account by
Constantia Maxwell is itself an historical document.17 Finally these two
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modern discursive studies are of interest.18 Thank God for Google! Many
of the travellers’ tales, long out of print and dusty residues of forgotten
agendas, are downloadable at Google Books.
1

Sir W. Brereton, Bart, Travels in Holland, the United Provinces, England, Scotland
and Ireland (Chetham Soc., 1846), pp. 124-70.

2

P. Melvin (ed.), Sir Paul Rycaut’s Memoranda and Letters from Ireland 1686-87 in
Analecta Hibernica, 27, (1972), pp. 125-99.

3

“The past is a foreign country, they do things differently there.”

4

Sir Francis B Head, A Fortnight in Ireland (London, 1852). .

5

J. Glassford, Notes of three tours in Ireland in 1824 and 1826 (London, 1832).
Glassford was especially interested in eduation.

6

(Thomas Campbell), A Philosophical Survey of the South of Ireland in a series of letters
to John Watkinson MD (Dublin, 1777). .

7

A. Young, A Tour in Ireland with general observations on the present state of that
Kingdom (London, 1780), 2 vols.

8

J. Emory (ed.), The Works of Rev John Wesley (New York, 1856) vol iii (7 vols).

9

A. Nicholson, Ireland’s welcome to the stranger or excursions through Ireland in 184445 (London, 1847) and A. Nicholson, Lighs and Shades of Ireland (London, 1850).

10 B.W. Noel, Notes of a short tour through the midland counties of Ireland in the summer
of 1836 with observations on the condition of the peasantry (London, 1837).
11 G. Taylor & A Skinner, Maps of the Roads of Ireland (Shannon, 1969) This is a reprint
of the 1783 2nd edition.; W. Wilson, The Post-Chaise Companion or Travellers Directory
through Ireland (Dublin, 1786). For a later example, just as the railway age was about
to dawn, see J. Fraser, Guide through Ireland descriptive of its scenery, towns, seats,
antiquities etc (Dublin, 1838).
12 T. Lacy, Home Sketches on both sides of the Channel (London, 1852); T. Lacy, Sights
and Scenes in our Fatherland (London, 1863). Among my own favourites.
13 T.C. Foster, Letters on the condition of the people of Ireland (London, 1846).
14 W O’Connnor Morris, Letters on the Land Question of Ireland (London, 1870).
15 J. McVeagh, Irish Travel Writing a Bibliography (Wolfhound, Dublin, 1996).
16 C. J. Woods, Travellers’ Accounts as Source-Material for Irish Historians (Four Courts,
Dublin, 2009).
17 C. Maxwell, The Stranger in Ireland ( Cape, London, 1954).
18 A. Hadfield & J. McVeagh, Strangers to that Land British Perceptions of Ireland from
the Reformation to the Famine (Colin Smythe, Gerrards Cross, 1994); G. Hooper,
Travel Writing and Ireland, 1760-1860 (Palgrave Macmillan, 2005).
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Lisnavagh House and Gardens as originally laid out by the Scots-American architect
Daniel Robertson in the 1840s.

A History Of The Bunbury Family
by Turtle Bunbury
In 1986, The Bee Gees and Eric Clapton recorded a charity single called
‘We’re the Bunburys’ about a bunch of rabbits that played cricket. The
song crashed out of the charts pretty quickly. But it continued to be a
hit in our house for many years. ‘Everybody wants to be a Bunbury’ was
the uplifting chorus.
I grew up in a big dusty house at the foot of the Wicklow Mountains
called Lisnavagh. It lies close to the village of Rathvilly, Co. Carlow, in a
landscape bound by overgrown ringforts, a defiant dolmen and the last
crumbling traces of an Augustinian abbey.
The flagstone corridors of our house were lined with gilded portraits of
poker-faced men sporting snow white wigs and sullen women in sombre
shawls. As a youngster, those portraits petrified me. Their penetrat-ing
eyes chased me all the way to the safety of the kitchen.
I’ve always been obsessed by the past. That’s the legacy of having a
good history teacher. If your teacher just drenched you with dates, the
chances are you grew up thinking history was the dullest subject ever
invented.
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I struck lucky and had several good teachers. But it was family history
that caught my attention most and, well, specifically my family.
Who were all those people in the portraits?
In 1988, aged sixteen, I was idly rummaging through the attic at
Lisnavagh when I plucked out an old scroll. It turned out to be a family
tree, tracing the Bunburys back to 1066 when a Norman described as ‘a
younger brother of the Baron de St. Pierre’ arrived in England and was
granted the lordship of ‘Boniface’s Borough’ in Cheshire.
As my finger trawled through the generations, I noted that the family
had adopted the name ‘de Boneberi’ and, by the 14th century, the family
head was a guy called Roger de Bunbury who was marshalling English
troops against the French during the Hundred Years War.
During the reign of Henry VIII, Henry Bunbury married the daughter
of a prosperous merchant who was thrice Mayor of Chester. At this
time, Chester was the favourite resort and lounging place of the Irish
gentry. Amongst these was Black Tom Butler, Earl of Ormonde, a
childhood sweetheart of Queen Elizabeth who was also friendly with
Henry Bunbury’s son Thomas.
When the Desmond Wars erupted in Munster in the 1580s, Lord
Ormonde dispatched Thomas’s half-brother Sir William Stanley to
command the garrison at Lismore Castle, Co. Waterford. And when Sir
William rented the castle itself in 1585, ‘Thomas de Bunbury’ was named
as an executor. Four years later, the castle passed to that legendary
buccaneer Sir Walter Raleigh.
Stanley was a highly respected officer in Elizabeth’s army who served
as acting Governor of Munster for a period. However, you can never be
too sure of your relatives and things became somewhat dicey for the
Bunburys when Stanley, a devout Catholic, switched sides and joined
the Spanish on the eve of the Armada. He also backed Guy Fawkes’ illfated attempt to blow up the Houses of Parliament in London.
Nonetheless, Thomas’s son Harry secured a knighthood from James
I, and so began a prolonged loyalty to the Jacobite cause. During the
English Civil War, Sir Harry sided with the Royalists against Cromwell.
When the latter’s army smashed its’ way into Cheshire, the Bunbury’s
ancestral home was burned to the ground and Sir Harry was thrown
into prison and dispossessed of his lands.
Sir Harry’s fall prompted his grandsons to flee to faraway lands. His
eldest grandson Thomas emigrated to Virginia and established a
tobacco plantation; his descendants inter-married with their slaves and
the ‘Bumbry’ family is today one of the oldest Afro-American families
in Virginia boasting several lanky basketball players and an exquisite
soprano called Grace Bumbry amongst their ranks.
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Another of Sir Harry’s grandsons was Benjamin Bunbury who, born in
1642, sailed for Ireland in his mid-20s and took a lease on some of Lord
Ormonde’s lands at Killerig in County Carlow.
Benjamin has four sons whom he set up on a string of farms running
from the outskirts of Carlow town east to the foothills of the Wicklow
Mountains. One of these was a 666-acre property called Lisnavagh,
located a few miles south of the village of Rathvilly, bound by several
ringforts, a megalithic dolmen and an Augustinian abbey.
Benjamin acquired Lisnavagh in 1676 and settled it on his third son
William in 1696. The following year William built the first house on
the property. William’s cousin Sir Henry Bunbury, head of the English
branch, was Commissioner of the Revenue for Ireland at this time which
presumably helped matters. However, both Sir Henry and the Ormonde
family fell from power when they supported the ill-fated Jacobites in the
Rebellion of 1715.
William died aged 36 in 1710 and Lisnavagh passed to his small son,
also William, who was then at school in Kilkenny. The younger William
was also destined for a relatively short life, succumbing in 1755, having
served briefly as MP for Carlow. Lisnavagh passed to his penny-pinching
brother Thomas who had married the sister of a celebrated war hero.
A diary Thomas wrote between 1754 and his death in 1774 documents
his mounting excitement as he advanced around Ireland, increasing the
family’s landholdings. He also did much to improve the quality of these
lands, clearing scrubland, draining bogs and fertilizing pastures.
The pinnacle of his ambitions was reached in 1773 when his eldest
son Willy married the sole heiress of a prosperous and almost certainly
corrupt lawyer called Redmond Kane.
The Kane marriage netted the Bunburys a whopping £40,000, nearly €4
million in today’s money. And Thomas was evidently so overcome with
excitement that he was dead within a year.
In 1776, 32-year-old Willy Bunbury was elected Tory MP for Carlow.
However, his dreams of becoming one of the shining lights of Grattan’s
Parliament came a cropper when he was thrown from his horse and
killed near Leighlinbridge two years later. He left two small boys and a
posthumous daughter, Jane.
Horses were as dangerous as cars in centuries past. Willy’s brother-inlaw died when his cloak was caught in the spokes of a passing carriage.
An aunt died when she was kicked in the head by a stallion. And in
1801, another tragedy struck when Willy’s 21-year-old daughter Jane
was killed in a hunting accident near Bath.
Jane was married to John McClintock, MP for Co. Louth, and a cousin
of John Foster, the last Speaker of the Irish House of Commons. When
32

LOCAL HISTORY REVIEW 2012
the Act of Union closed down the Irish Parliament in 1800, McClintock
and Foster were the last two to leave the building. Both men strongly
opposed the Union.
Like her father, Jane was survived by three toddlers who were raised
in Bath, close to the home of Jane Austen. Tom Lefroy, a future Chief
Justice of Ireland, is said to have become the novelist’s only lover when
he went to stay with his cousin Anne Lefroy in Bath. In 1828, Anne
Lefroy married Jane McClintock’s eldest son John. And forty years
later, John McClintock was elevated to the peerage by Disraeli as Baron
Rathdonnell.
Meanwhile, in 1846, Lisnavagh passed to Jane’s second son, a 46year-old naval officer called Captain William McClintock Bunbury, my
great-great-great-grandfather. The Captain enjoyed a busy naval career,
serving at the battle of Algiers when he was 16-years-old. He spent his
20s and 30s sailing around the coasts of Africa, America and the Far
East in a wooden frigate called the Samarang, with 28 nine-pond canons
on deck.
In the 1830s, the Samarang was assigned to chase down slave ships
off the coast of South America. During this time, she paired up with
another ship, the Beagle, and amongst those whom Captain Bunbury
quaffed rum with was a young Charles Darwin, who was bound for the
Galapagos.
Also on board the Samarang was the Captain’s 12-year-old cousin
Leopold McClintock of Dundalk. In later life, Leopold achieved fame as
the man who discovered the grim fate of Sir John Franklin’s disastrous
expedition to the Arctic.
Captain Bunbury kept detailed journals during his naval years but he
had tiny spidery writing, etched with a quill by candlelight, presumably
while the ship was rolling from side to side. That makes transcribing his
journals a rather formidable task.
Shortly after the Captain succeeded to Lisnavagh, a bachelor uncle
offered him a huge sum of money on the basis that he build a new
house on the family estate in County Carlow. Further monies may have
been forthcoming from the Captain’s cousin, General Sir Hugh Gough,
who had been showered with gold when he defeated the Sikhs to win
the Punjab for Britain.
Designed by the eccentric American-born architect Daniel Robertson, the
new house was probably the biggest house in County Carlow by the time
of its completion. The construction took 130 men two and a half years,
at a cost £16,000 [approximately €1 million in today’s money]. The same
men were also employed to build new stables, haylofts, farm buildings,
a sawmill, a laundry house, a schoolhouse, several outbuildings, new
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formal gardens and a cut-stone wall around the entirety of the estate.
Earlier this year, Carlow historian Michael Purcell forwarded me a
contemporary account, written during the house’s construction. The
source is not yet known but the contents were enlightening.
“To Lisnevagh we next direct the attention of the reader; and here
Capital, which in every civilised country is understood as “money” has
worked miracles within two years.
Bog land has being reclaimed, rocky ground has been converted into
pasture, and a wide-spread field of 700 acres, (the property of one
of our County Members), a portion which for years has been almost
unprofitable, presents, under his superintendence, (and a judicious
outlay of capital), the appearance of a well-cultivated district, and in
a short time will not only repay the proprietor, but exhibit practically
what can be done by capital, labour, and industry, on the part of a
landed proprietor.
We have heard a great deal of what English factory capitalists can do
in England; we are, therefore, inclined to be minute in details, when we
find a landed proprietor prove what capital well applied can effect in
Ireland.
The future magnificent residence of Captain McClintock Bunbury, M.P.,
situate at Lisnevagh, is one creditable not only to the county, but to the
country.
In magnitude and extent it is not surpassed in the kingdom, and of
the pure Elizabethan style
of architecture, erected from
the plans and under the
personal superintendence of
D. Robinson, Esquire, upon
elevated ground; there are
few edifices present so noble
an appearance.
The first stone of this extensive mansion was laid on the 23rd of January,
1847, nearly on the site of the ancient residence of the Bunbury family,
erected in 1686, which was dismantled during the progress of the
present structure.
The present residence is complete in every part, as far as the exterior
is concerned; and in a few months - such is the exertions that are
being made, and the liberal outlay of capital - it will be ready for the
reception of the family in every department before the ensuing summer
- a circumstance in building seldom or never surpassed, and could not
be accomplished but for the building materials being on the spot, such
as granite, brick, lime, etc. and the vast number of workmen employed
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to carry out the design.
The elegant mansion on the north side presents the appearance of an
extensive quadrangle, every view that presents itself on the approach
from that side being chaste and classical, combined with elaborate
taste and skill - harmony and proportion (combined with comfort and
convenience ) being evidently the object of the architect.
The south side, comprising a magnificent suite of apartments, viz.- the
drawing-room, library, dining-room, ante-chambers, etc., commands a
splendid view of the surrounding country, with Mount Leinster and the
Blackstairs in the foreground of the picture - while from the same wing
on the east the beautiful scenery of the Wicklow Mountains attracts
attention.
From the upper rooms a vast and beautifully cultivated tract of the
county Carlow is visible, presenting every variety of scenery, enhancing
in the eye of even the artist the value and beauty of the site chosen for
the erection of a family mansion of such extent.
The Farm Yard and Machinery.
The farm-yard is situate about a quarter of a mile from the mansion,
in a valley, and on what, on the fourth of May last, was apparently an
irreclaimable bog.
This mass of buildings all enclosed, but covering an immense space of
ground, presents the appearance of a large manufacturing village, with
its chimney shaft 60 feet high. The farm-yard comprises buildings of
every description for agricultural purposes, under the superintendence
of a very intelligent and scientific steward, Mr Malone, a native of the
county Louth, for whom a handsome residence is built on the spot.
Attached to the building is a steam engine of great power, by which flour
and oatmeal are manufactured for the use of the mansion, and by which
steaming, winnowing, threshing, etc. are performed Independently of
the several purposes to which the steam mill is applied, it is used for
forcing water from this point through an elevated plane, to a tank on
a rising ground above the mansion, which contains 700,000 gallons of
water.
From this point, invisible from the house, the water is supplied to every
apartment, and if required, there are FOUR escapes, or cocks in the
event of accidents by fire, by which the water may be raised 20 feet
above the roof of the mansion.
We are thus circumstantial in details, with the view of showing what
capital can effect since the 31st of January, 1847; but we may here
go further by stating that the steam mill, its towering shaft and the
immense mass of buildings surrounding them, all erected on what was
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a bog on the 4th of May, in the present year; and the granite with which
the buildings were erected were taken from the fields now covered with
a rich and luxuriant crops of Swedish turnips for stall feeding in the
buildings erected on the “bog” which “bog” we might however add, is
now thorough drained, and reduced to its present state by the powerful
agency of capital, and skill in its application.
We cannot now enter into further details, but in a future number we
hope to enter more fully into the subject, with a view of exhibiting
substantial proofs that by the combined agency of a resident gentry,
and the industry of the people, the county of Carlow may fairly look
forward to future progress and prosperity.
Captain Bunbury married a daughter of Sir James Stronge of Tynan
Abbey, Co. Armagh, with whom he had four children.
When he died in 1866, the Captain was succeeded at Lisnavagh by
his 18-year-old son Tom McClintock Bunbury, an officer in the Royal
Scots Grays. Tom’s wife Kate was one of the Bruen girls from Oak Park
outside Carlow town. He courted her on an ice skating rink in 1873 and
they married the following year.
By the time the Land League was founded in 1879,
Tom Bunbury had succeeded his uncle as the 2nd
Baron Rathdonnell and added the substantial
Drumcar estate in Co. Louth to his possessions.
Tom was one of the leading cattle breeders in Ireland
during the 1890s and early 20th century. At the Spring
Show of 1899, for instance, his pedigree shorthorns
won a record haul of eight gold medals.
There was sadness too. In 1900, his eldest son and heir, 19-year-old
Billy was shot in the leg in South Africa during a surprise attack by Boer
marksmen; he died less than twelve hours later.
Tom was President of the Royal Dublin Society for many years and it
was in that capacity that he ordered lemonade to be distributed amongst
the Sherwood Forresters as they passed through Ballsbridge en route
to defend Dublin city against the rebels of 1916. Many of those soldiers
only got as far as Mount Street Bridge where they were gunned down in
an ambush.
In 1922, Tom was obliged to hand over the keys of the RDS’s headquarters
at Leinster House to the government of the new Irish Free State; the
building became Dáil Éireann.
Upon his death in 1929, Tom was succeeded by his second son Tim who
had served in Africa and the Swiss Alps during the First World War.
Tim’s wife Ethel, a descendent of the Ievers of Co. Clare, was born in Sri
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Lanka (then Ceylon) where her mother had famously survived a brawl
with a sloth bear. Unfortunately Ethel was not long for the world and,
having begotten one son, she died in 1922 aged 37.
The son was Bill, my grandfather, who was born in 1914. Educated at
Cambridge, he was married in 1937 to Pamela Drew, a fun-loving artist
from the Lake District whose ancestry combined banking and printing.
Just weeks after their marriage Bill’s father died and he became 4th
Baron Rathdonnell at the age of 23.
During the Second World War, Bill served with the Hussars, commanding
a team that helped round up several of the Nazi leaders, including
Hitler’s successor Admiral Doenitz in June 1945.
Much of the main house at Lisnavagh was boarded up during the war. A
combination of exorbitant roof rates, dry rot and lack of cash compelled
my grandparents to fell two thirds of the building in 1952 and what you
see today is the remodeled remainder, formerly the servants quarters.
Bill Rathdonnell died aged 44 in 1959 and my father Ben Bunbury
succeeded to the farm aged 21. By chance, my mum Jessica Butler,
is loosely connected to the Butler family from whom we first rented
the land 350 years ago. My parents ran Lisnavagh as a Hidden Ireland
guest-house in the 1980s and my eldest brother William and his wife
Emily now run it as a wedding venue. They also have a timber business
famed for a chopping board called the Bunbury Board.
Most of the portraits at Lisnavagh are named on the back, so I have
been able to work out who those people were and what they did with
their lives. Now when I look at the portraits, I know them nearly all by
name and they no longer scare me at all.
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Clane’s Link to the Titanic Disaster
Pat Given, Clane Local History Group
That wonderful source of information, the ‘County Kildare On-line
Electronic Journal,’ maintained by Mario Corrigan and his team, at the
Local Studies section of Kildare County Library and Arts Services, carries
a very sobering piece on ‘Kildare people aboard the Titanic.’1 In the
centenary year of the sinking of that gigantic passenger liner during the
course of its maiden voyage, this particular item is essential reading for
all residents of the ‘short
grass county’. Written
by Kildare writer, James
Durney, the site tells
many poignant stories
of Kildare natives who
died tragically on that
fateful night of 14-15
April 1912. Apart from
remembering
Kildareborn victims, James
Durney’s
meticulous
research also provides
interesting information
on other victims who
had Kildare connections.
For
instance
James
introduces us to the
renowned medical officer
aboard the vessel, Dr
William Francis Norman
O’Loughlin, who had
started
his
medical
career as Dispensary
doctor in Clane and
Timahoe.
William Francis Norman
O’Loughlin was born in
Tralee Co. Kerry and was
the second son of William O’Loughlin. The Kerry Sentinel, on Saturday
27 April 1912, reminded its readers that ‘some of the older inhabitants
may remember his grandfather, the late Mr Benjamin Matthews of Nelson
Street, Tralee.’2 Little is known about his early life but it appears to have
been somewhat difficult since there is general belief that he was raised
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by an uncle while one account states that he was an orphan.3 There are
also a number of references to the fact that William O’Loughlin suffered
from ill-health particularly in his youth and Cameron Bell writing in
the New York Herald states that this fact persuaded him to pursue a
career at sea.4 In a letter to the Irish Independent on 7 May 1912, Dr
Knott of Ranelagh, stated that [Dr O’Loughlin] ‘owed his health early in
manhood to the sea, and yielded thereafter to its lure.’5
In May 1854 and as a response to the foundation of the new Queen’s
Universities of Ireland, John Henry Newman established the Catholic
University of Ireland. Newman’s new Catholic institution consisted of
five faculties and, in 1855, its faculty of medicine commenced lectures
for medical students at its premises in Cecilia Street, Dublin. Soon after
its establishment, the new Catholic medical school welcomed the young
William O’Loughlin as a student. His decision to attend this particular
educational establishment may have been influenced by the fact that
his uncle, Very Rev. Dr. O’Loughlin, was dean of a special residence
run by the new Catholic University for medical students at 85 and
86, Stephen’s Green, Dublin.6 In 1870, having completed his medical
studies there and in St. Vincent’s Hospital, he ‘took’ the Licence of the
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland. In 1871 he added the Licence of
the King and Queen’s College of Physicians in Ireland and the Licence of
Midwifery from the Coombe Hospital to his achievements.7
After qualification, the newly licensed medical practitioner was appointed
Medical Officer to the Clane and Timahoe Dispensary district. Rural
dispensaries had existed in Ireland since the eighteenth century but the
coming of the Medical Charities Act of 1851 ensured their place in Irish
medical history by allowing the Poor Law Guardians to further divide
the existing Unions into new dispensary districts. They provided the
first wide-spread, locally based, medical care to the Irish population.
Cassell, writing with reference to the new medical system of 1851 said
that it was then ‘the most comprehensive free medical care available in
the British Isles.’8 In Kildare, which contained three Poor Law Unions,
this reorganisation fixed the total number of new dispensary districts
in the county at eighteen.9 The Naas Poor Law Union was divided into
seven dispensary districts and one of these was made up of the parishes
of both Clane and Timahoe.
The minutes of the Naas Union Poor Law Guardians for 3 May 1871
show that the board passed a resolution sanctioning the appointment
by the Clane and Timahoe North Dispensary Committee of a qualified
‘medical man’. While not naming the appointee, the minutes state that
he should be paid £3 per week and its duration was limited to the period
of the illness of Dr O’Sullivan, medical officer of the district.10 At a later
meeting, dated 11 July 1871, the secretary of the board read a further
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communication from the Clane and Timahoe Dispensary Committee,
also dated 11 July 1871, which stated:
Dr Buckly was on that day appointed medical officer of the district on
a salary of £100 per annum and requesting the Board of Guardians to
have a cheque of £39 drawn in favour of Dr Norman O’Loughlin who had
been dispensary doctor of that district for the last thirteen weeks at £3
per week…ordered that a cheque be drawn for the amount proposed.11
When he took up his appointment the newly qualified Willie, as his
friends called him, was only twenty-one years of age and little is known
about his life in Clane at this time. For instance, one wonders what the
Clane people of 1871 thought of Dr. O’Loughlin’s pronounced Kerry
brogue. Mr Lightroller, second officer, later stated during his evidence
to an enquiry into the Titanic disaster:
Poor Dr O’Loughlin, he used to ask me to telephone for him as he said
people couldn’t understand his ‘French accent’.12
The new doctor carried out his duties without coming to the attention
of his employers since the minutes of the Naas Poor Law Guardians do
not carry any reference to him other than those already noted. We know
too that Dr O’Loughlin appears to have been proud of his time in Clane,
since although only thirteen weeks long, he included it in his career
details in his entry in the Irish Medical Directory for 1876.
In 1871, and very soon after Thomas Ismay’s purchase of the bankrupt
White Star Line, he employed the twenty-one year old Dr. O’Loughlin
as a ship’s doctor. It is apparent, that, as Ismay expanded his business
Dr. O’Loughlin’s role in the shipping line also developed as the company
bought bigger and better vessels for the busy North Atlantic business.
Apart from finding his name on the crew-list of the sequence of luxury
flagship liners of the White Star line, Dr O’Loughlin’s role is variously
referred to as doctor, ship’s surgeon and even commodore. Dr O’Loughlin
also participated in many social and recreational activities and although
small in stature, he was part of S.S. Majestic’s team when they were
beaten in cricket at Morris Park, New York in 1893.13 Life at sea was
not all about sport and recreation. On Sunday 24 November 1906 the
White Star Liner Oceanic was hit by a giant wave which left the captain,
John Cameron, lying unconscious on the bridge. ‘The unconscious
commander was carried to his room. Dr. W. F. O’Loughlin, the ship’s
surgeon, revived him after fifteen minutes.’14 Dr O’Loughlin’s position
aboard ship did not always save him from the consequences of any rash
actions. For instance, during a drive against the smuggling of dutiable
goods into the U.S., Captain Smith of the Adriatic and Dr. O’Loughlin,
the ship’s surgeon while going ashore on three days leave, had a box of
cigars and ‘a bottle of whisky from the Doctor’s valise’ confiscated by the
customs officers.15
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Dr William Francis Norman O’Loughlin in his ship’s uniform
As the new century unfolded Dr O’Loughlin’s employers were beginning
to refer to his age since Edward Titus, Medical Director of the White Star
Line later stated that
Only recently I said that as he [O’Loughlin] was getting on in years, he
ought to make a will and leave directions for his burial…He replied that
the only way he wanted to be buried was to be placed in a sack and
buried at sea. 16
Because of his seniority, Dr O’Loughlin was chosen as senior surgeon
when staff positions were allocated to man the newly launched Titanic
in 1912. A colleague, Dr Beaumont, later stated that ‘Billie’ had some
misgivings about changing to the new vessel since O’Loughlin had said
that ‘he was tired at this time of life to be changing from one ship to
another.’17 However, Dr O’Loughlin overcame these concerns, since in
early April 1912 he is recorded as examining, in conjunction with a U.K.
Board of Trade representative, the muster sheets in order to assure a
healthy crew on the Titanic.
Life aboard the newly launched opulent vessel reflected the life led by
many of its rich passengers. According to a steward in the first class
saloon, on Sunday evening, 14 April, he received orders to make that
evenings dinner ‘the finest ever served on a ship, regardless of expense.’
The wealthy Astors, Bruce Ismay, son of the man who had saved the
White Star Line, the ship’s captain and Dr O’Loughlin dined together.
The wine flowed and at one stage, Dr O’Loughlin stood up and raising
a glass of champagne cried, ‘let us drink to the mighty Titanic and
with cries of approval everybody stood up and drank the toast.’18 The
dinner broke up about 9 o’clock and later that night the ship struck the
iceberg.
There are numerous eye witness accounts of Dr O’Loughlin’s contribution
towards saving many of the passengers aboard the Titanic. In an editorial
in American Medicine in May 1912 it is stated that
“ …he paid no attention to his own danger but he went from one group
to another, soothing the frightened, encouraging the weak and striving
in every way to prevent panic and hysteria…with the same smile on his
face that had endeared him to countless travellers”19
This is confirmed by survivors’ accounts. Mr and Mrs Frederick Hoyt for
instance specifically attest to Dr O’Loughlin’s bravery and his efforts on
their behalf. The last time he was seen on board he had a life preserver
in his hand and would not put it on. He is reported to have said to a
friend ‘I don’t think I will ever need this.’ The Lancet later referred to
the loss of the two doctors aboard the Titanic, both of whom were Irish.
Dr O’Loughlin and Dr John Simpson were men whose devotion to duty
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gave the Irish medical profession reason to be very proud.20
Dr William Francis Norman O’Loughlin’s memorial in New York
Dr Knott in his correspondence to the Irish Independent later referred
to the fact that the Board of Trustees of St Vincent’s Hospital New York
proposed to endow a pathology laboratory in their hospital in honour
of Dr O’Loughlin.21 Dr O’Loughlin, when in port in New York, regularly
sent any patients requiring medical treatment to this institution. Knott
describes the proposed design of the memorial plaque:

The memorial tablet has its lower margin submerged beneath the
artistically wavy water-surface, while its face is partly (on the reader’s
right) concealed by the exquisitely graceful figure of the spirit of the
waters- which has evidently emerged from her oceanic mansion for the
purpose of honouring the arrival of her latest and worthiest visitant by
dropping a wreath on the spot through which sank the body of W. F. N.
O’Loughlin.
This hospital, which played a major role in helping survivors of the
Titanic, and although another of its roles was to provide assistance
during the 9/11 tragedy, is now closed. On April 30, 2010, at 8 a.m.,
the emergency room at St. Vincent’s closed, officially shutting down
the hospital after 161 years of service to the residents of New York.
Unfortunately, there is no evidence of the final fate of this single
memorial to Clane’s link with the Titanic.
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P S Gilmore

“The Father of American Band”
by Eugene McNamara
Gilmore’s heart was thumping, “Thunder and Lightning, crash and bang,
what a roar what a din”, .... “the Union gunboats are spewing forth their
Union sentiment and every time they spoke it told with fearful effect on
the defenders of treason”. So wrote Patrick Sarsfield Gilmore from the
Burnside Expedition on March 4th 1862 about the opening engagement
of the Battle of Roanoke on Feb 8th 1862 at 8.00am to his publisher in
Boston.
He was born outside Dublin in 1829, and brought up in Ballygar. Co.
Galway, until his early teens. Educated in a local school he learned to
play Fife and Drum and showed major interest in music. At the age
of 13, he was placed in an apprenticeship in Athlone, where he was
fortunate enough to be tutored by the garrison conductor and musical
genius, Patrick Keating.
And so by 1849 he was ready, to
explore the world and escape the
hunger and despair of the Great
Famine, and like a million others he
left his country, his family and friends,
and set sail for the New World. Settling
in Massachusetts, he led brass bands
in Suffolk, Salem and eventually
Boston. However his popularity as a
local celebrity very quickly attracted
the attentions of Horace Greeley’s
“No-Nothing Party”. Gilmore now
living in Salem, joined the Essex,
Freemasons Lodge in November 1856.
He lapsed his membership 2 years
later but he and the Freemasons
throughout America had a symbiotic
relationship and a mutual respect till
his death in 1892. He also assumed
the name “Sarsfield” instead of his
baptismal name of Stephen. His Band
organisations were from now called
Gilmore’s Band whether in Salem,
Boston or elsewhere. And in 1857 he
44

LOCAL HISTORY REVIEW 2012
led the inauguration parade of President Buchanan in Washington DC.
This parade would be the first of 8 presidential parades he would later
lead.
Gilmore’s Bands now introduced Italian, German and the European
composers to America. He played airs popular in theatres of Paris,
London or Berlin. His recitals on Boston Common became known as
Promenade Concerts and were extensions of his musical training in
Athlone. But most importantly, Gilmore combined 2 woodwind with
every brass instrument, thus allowing “dynamics” to be exhibited in
performance soft (piano) or loud (forte). He also marketed himself ever
so well by setting up an instrument and music publishing company so
his name was being printed in newspapers on the East Coast as well as
the prairies and the West Coast cities. Piano sheet music “as played by
Gilmores Band” was sold by publishers throughout the Nation. Gilmore
realised from these early years that the press was vital to his success
and so he courted them for the rest of his career.
The young nation yearning for culture and entertainment, heard Gilmore’s
Band at country fairs, weddings and diverse events throughout New
England and far south down the East Coast. As railroads developed so
did access to more of America. As cities grew so each one had to have its
Opera House. The opera house reflected the status, commercial strength
and cultural awareness of the inhabitants. All of which suited Gilmore,
who was intent on creating a full time, highly skilled, rehearsed and
immaculately equipped, full time working band.
In 1860 the Democratic National Party gathered in Charleston, South
Carolina to select a candidate for the forthcoming presidential election,
and also to discuss a policy change regarding slavery. During the
Slavery debate the southern delegates walked out in disagreement and
the northern delegates shouted at the Band led by Patrick Sarsfield
Gilmore on the stage: WAR WAR and play Marseillaise. He refused and
for hours he only played in rota, Yankee Doodle, Star Spangled Banner
and Hail Columbia until the last delegate left the hall.
In Chicago of the same year, the Republicans selected their candidate
and future President Abraham Lincoln and Gilmores Band also played
that convention. Subsequently Gilmore not only led his Inauguration
parade but also entertained for the Presidential breakfast the next
morning in the White House.
When the Civil War later was declared, both President Lincoln and
General Lee separately agreed on the propaganda value of Bands for
recruiting large armies as well as keeping hearts left at home happy. On
September 16, 1861 Patrick S Gilmore enlisted himself and his band en
masse in the 24th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment. As Bandmaster
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for the 24thRegiment, Gilmore led the Bands and music for battles in
Roanoke, New Bern, and other sites. Gilmores Band was noted as playing
“Dixie” and the “Star Spangled Banner” within hearing of both armies,
thus acting as a harmonising link between the two. In Trantor’s Creek,
Gilmore was admonished for playing Yankee Doodle and other Southern
Songs to Confederate prisoners being marched away. In Gettysburg,
Gilmore and his wonderful friend and Cornet player, Matthew Arbuckle
were witnessed as stretcher bearers with the wounded in the Battlefield.
He stated Hurrah for the Burnside Expedition in his letters home and he
praised the order to battle by the same General Burnside in Roanoke
Our Country expects every man to do his duty.
In a cover letter to his friend and editor of the Boston Evening Gazette,
Mr Clapp, dated March 4th 1862, he mentioned the planned discharging
of the Bands of the Union Army:
There is some prospect of the Band being discharged, do oppose it. You
don’t know what a pastime and refreshment the music is during the dull
hours of camp life.
In August 1862, Congress in an effort to defray costs, discharged all
Bands. Soon afterwards Governor Andrews of Massachusetts ordered
Gilmore to reorganise the Bands of New England and General Nathanial
Banks of the Dept of the Gulf then placed Gilmore in charge of all music
and Bands in the newly freed and restored Louisiana.
P S Gilmore was effectively the Bandmaster General of the Union
forces at this stage, but without an
official title. Furthermore General Banks
requested that Gilmore take charge of
the ceremonies and celebrations for the
inauguration ceremonies in La Fayette
Square on March 4th 1864, of newly
elected Governor Michael Hahn. Gilmore
attacked this project with his usual
enthusiasm. He organised the defeated
Confederate bands to play with the Union
Bands. He himself brought three coloured
bands south from Massachusetts to New
Orleans for the occasion. He then enrolled
the co-operation of the New Orleans school
board to supply 5,000 schoolchildren
who sang in unison and waved American
flags to the often pro Union Music. This
feat was amazing as Gilmore afterwards
admitted that the Fireside influence has
March 1864 Gilmore Ferrotype
medal in New Orleans
to give way under the pressure of Young
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America’s desire to sing, and they carried the day, and children and
parents were naturally almost all on the Southern side.
Harpers Weekly Newspaper named this and subsequent events organised
by Gilmore as “Gilmorean” because of their size and quality. 35,000
watched in Lafayette Square, New Orleans. According to Gilmore when
the oath of office was administered, this beautiful chorus arose, each boy
and girl holding a tiny American Flag, and to the accompaniment of 500
musical instruments, the boom of 36 pieces of artillery fired in exact time
by electricity, and the waving of the 10,000 flags held by the children,
sang with thrilling effect the national air –
And the Star Spangled Banner in triumph shall wave,
O’er the land of the free, and the home of the brave.
In 1863, Gilmore composed one of the most memorable war songs,
which is not about war, mentions neither victor nor vanquished, friend
or foe, cause or result. That song is “When Johnny Comes Marching
Home” and he was inducted into the American Songwriters Hall of Fame
in 1970 for this song. Its inspiration came from his sister Annie who
was betrothed to Captain James O’Rourke (originally from Barrington
Bridge, Limerick) but who had been captured and held as a prisoner in
the Carolinas. After the war O’Rourke married Annie and they settled
down in Nebraska where he became Mayor and instrumental in the
expansion of the Railroads in the Mid West.
During the war P S was aware of the division within states, counties,
and families and how deep these wounds ran through American
Society. And so he set about reintroducing his favourite musical term
into American Life i.e. “Harmony”. His plan was ambitious i.e. to build
the largest building in America at that time, capable of seating 50,000
people plus an orchestra of 1000 plus a choir of 10,000, and hold
concerts each day for 5 days. He proposed the idea to politicians in
Washington and New York who both turned him down and deflated but
not down he proposed the idea for Boston. After refusals and objections
there he eventually garnered the support and financial backing of
business people in Boston. And so on June 15th, 1869 before a packed
audience, the inaugural ceremony took place with prayers and an
inaugural address by Alexander Rice (the future State Governor) on the
restoration of Peace and Union. A special Poem composed by the great
American Oliver Wendel Holmes called “Angel of Peace” was read for
the occasion, and the day closed to great fanfare with the Anvil Chorus
from Il Trovatore by Verdi and a National Air called “My country ’tis of
thee”. Both of these pieces were conducted by Gilmore, and featured the
chorus of 10,129, 1000 Band and Orchestra, 50 Artillery pieces fired by
electricity, Bell accompaniment from Boston churches, and 100 Boston
Firemen beating full size anvils.
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The concerts continued until Saturday 19th 1869, each day a bigger
success than before. 180 newspapers covered the event from the first
Press Room built for purpose. 40 WCs provided facilities plus drinking
fonts were installed in the massive stadium. Even President Grant arrived
with his cabinet for the event and had a cigar with Gilmore as they
rode horseback around the gigantic “Coliseum”. One young newspaper
reporter wrote back to his editor in San Francisco and towards the end of
this letter he mentions that he hadn’t made any suggestions to Gilmore
about the Peace Jubilee. The letter was signed by Mark Twain.
Reports of this celebration were carried not only throughout America
from January 1869 onwards but also in European generally. The
National Peace Jubilee concerts were by far the biggest concerts in the
world to this date. Gilmore’s official title for this occasion was Originator
and Projector. His name was now well known to all composers in
Europe as well. And so, in thanks, the organisers provided a Grand
Testimonial concert to P S Gilmore on June 29th 1869. This concert
featured compositions by Wagner, Rossini, Handel, Verdi, Gounod as
well as the Bard of Ireland, Thomas Moore. Packed with 50,000 people
plus another 20,000 outside the Timber Stadium, it was final thanks to
Gilmore for what he had done for Boston and the Nation after the war.
He was presented with $40,000 for his labours and in August he and
his family went to France to recuperate and plan for new ventures.
“Is there one of the thousands who were there who would not wish to
see, to hear and to take part in another such feast of music, — nay
in a festival of double the magnitude double the magnificence, double
the interest and importance in every respect. Such a festival is now in
prospect”! — P S Gilmore Boston 1871
And as the last black clouds of war burst over Europe in the previous year,
peace returned, with the Treaty of Bordeaux officially bringing an end to
the Franco-Prussian War. Gilmore proposed to hold a concert in June
1872 called a World Peace Jubilee, or the International Music Festival,
a Union of all Nations in Harmony. For this a new Coliseum was to be
built to seat 100,000, to house a Choir of 22,000, with an orchestra/
band of 2,000, for 18 days in Boston. All would take place under a
new banner “Universal Peace”. Again Gilmore was the Originator and
Projector and was developing a new vision. Outwardly this was going to
be a great cacophony of music with bands being invited from England,
France, and Prussia. However for Gilmore this would be the ultimate
measure as to where America was ranked amongst the musical nations
of the world. There would be the greatest singers from Germany, Ireland
and the great Johann Strauss Jnr. and his orchestra from Vienna.
This would be the first time that the Military forces of France and
Prussia had met since battle in the war. Gilmore’s name was even
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noted in the House of Lords
debate in Westminster giving
permission for the “invasion
of America” according to the
act passed, for the Royal
Grenadier Guards Band.
Johann Strauss was paid
$25,000 by Gilmore to attend
and en-route his ship picked
up the Irish Band. Still he
worried as to the chances that
his wonderful locks would
be taken by the “Savages

The Coliseum,

roaming the US”.
Each day the Jubilee featured a different European Nation, beginning
with the Great National Day, including English, German, French,
Austrian, Russian, as well as Irish Day and Italian Day. Attendances
fluctuated greatly, the music was fantastic, particularly from the foreign
participants but the standard showed Gilmore how inferior the American
bands were especially the Marine Band and his own Band. Strauss won
over many female hearts for his performances, especially by beginning
each performance with “Wine, Women and Song”.
And so this Peace Jubilee was a musical exhibition of wondrous
proportions but a financial disaster. Gilmore now realised that if
America was to improve it must learn and quickly. The standards had
been raised and the great Bandmaster was again up to the task ahead.
He set out to create the greatest band in the world acclaimed by all, and
thus to elevate America to a new position leading the world in performance.
He replaced musicians in his own band with better, younger, faster, and
harder working men who knew the music of the European Masters. He
developed a Music library with scores suitable for such an organisation.
And he moved to the largest metropolitan area in America, New York
City. In the early 1870’s, NYC had approximately 940,000 people plus
and additional 400,000 in Brooklyn, compared to 250,000 for Boston.
As a city it was already well serviced by bands and theatres but Gilmore
saw opportunities for a quality organisation and with this in mind he
helped to develop the foundations of the entertainment industry as we
know it today in NYC.
Having being offered and assumed the control of the Music Department
of the 22nd Regiment of New York, Gilmore set to work. His new band
rehearsed and trained, fitted new instruments, developed and honed
skills, and studied all aspects of performance for the public. Gilmore
maintained personal contact with his members by handling all wages
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and contract negotiations with individuals in the band. And in return
the band saw “Mr Gilmore” as a father figure as well as commander of a
military organisation. Their first performance took place in Brooklyn on
November 17th, 1873. For the next few years performance throughout
New York City, decoration parades, hops, commemoration ceremonies,
plus trips to cities throughout the Union filled the calendar. Papers
nationwide heralded the arrival of “Gilmore’s Wonderful Band”, or
“Gilmore’s brilliant organisation” and usually ended with some comments
such as “we count the days till they return next year”. Masonic Lodges
were opened throughout NYC and in the neighbouring states by Gilmore’s
Band. An outline of Gilmores agenda could be shown in May 1875
10th — in the Archdiocese of NY, a group known as the Xavier
Society met in Delmonico’s restaurant with Cardinal McCloskey
and were entertained by Gilmore’s Band. McCloskey whose family
originated from Derry was only a Cardinal over one month.
15th — St Mary’s Church of the Immaculate Conception raised
money for its schools through concerts given by Gilmore’s
Band,
30th — a new lease was signed up by P S Gilmore for P T Barnum’s
Hippodrome. Gilmore developed it as Gilmore’s Gardens and
four years later it became Madison Square Gardens. Between
these events were charity concerts, weddings, dog shows, in fact
anything that paid the bills for a working band. For the rest of
his life his association continued with Madison Square Garden.
In 1876 America celebrated the Centennial of its foundation in
Philadelphia and P S Gilmore was the Music Director for the occasion
playing for 60 days in Independence Square to huge crowds.
And so it was accepted by the press and critics that Gilmore’s Band was
now the greatest band or orchestra in America. Gilmore was also by now
the most famous Irishman throughout America. The bookings rolled in,
they played and raised money for charities, churches, organisations,
inaugurated statues, etc. When money came into Gilmore’s pockets it
usually went out as fast in donations, subscriptions or gifts. Turnover
was never a problem. He was one of the few musicians never to go
bankrupt. Others such as Theodore Thomas and J P Sousa experienced
bankruptcy on more than one occasion. By 1878 Gilmore had decided
that now was the time to test his band against the best in Europe with
the first tour of England, Ireland, Netherlands, Belgium, France, and
Germany. And so they played in 65 Concerts in 30 days in the UK and
Dublin alone, travelled 3,000 miles by train, to over 350,000 people, then
onwards to Holland and to the Parisian Trocadero Palace, and then to
Germany. In Leipzig they opened with the “Tannhauser Overture”, and
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in the audience was its composer, Richard Wagner. Six cities later they
finished a month of concerts in Berlin’s Krolls Opera House where the
reviews were recorded by composers Franz Abt and Ferdinand Hiller.
“For 200 years we have listened to wonderful music from our own
organisations, however we have never heard music as it has been
performed to absolute perfection with exact dynamics by Gilmore’s
American Band.” All through the tour people had cheered; Queen
Victoria had invited them to Balmoral Castle; the King of Holland wanted
a return trip; Gilmore had won the Exposition gold medal in Paris; the
Kaiser had given him a Gold Baton in appreciation, and now a request
came from the Tsar and Tsarina to play in St Petersburg. Gilmore and
his Band were tired and homesick. However now they could hold their
heads high and accept the praise due to them as the Greatest Musical
Organisation in the World.
Even in Germany, the press say we have inaugurated a new era in
Military music – that now they see how far inferior they are to the
representative musical, military Band. That is a positive musical
fact. Gilmore, 1878 Krolls Opera House, Berlin
America was in disbelief. Its press refused to believe that “their Gilmore”
had achieved this new status in Europe but steadily they confirmed the
news as it filtered back. His objective had been Greatness not Greed;
Perfection and Adulation for America not monetary gain, and recognition
for a young country whose position internationally was forever changed
as a result of this inaugural tour by Gilmore and his Band.
For the remaining 14 years of his life he accelerated his work developing
and touring America and Canada. He organised a management system
that promoted tours in detail and left him free to concentrate as the
Band Master, Conductor and Musical Director of this huge organisation.
Yearly his tours alone would gross in excess of $15 million in today’s
value, but crowds of thousands were the norm not the exception. In
Austin, Texas, over three nights of concerts he attracted 12,000 for
each night. In London, Ontario, he presold his concert by 2,000 tickets
three weeks before his concerts, and in Salt Lake City the Mormon
Church admired his music so much that they gave him the loan of the
famous Tabernacle to practice in whenever he played in Salt Lake. In
New York his band played for 2 months every year in Madison Square
Gardens and there they set the record for playing 150 times to crowds
of 10,000 or more. In the area known today as Coney Island new resorts
were developed and Gilmore and his band attracted crowds to the cool
Atlantic shoreline which would vary from 15,000 daily to 45,000. In fact
the crowds became so large for the two months that the NYPD had to set
up a temporary precinct for crowd control.
51

LOCAL HISTORY REVIEW 2012
Harper’s Weekly newspaper named Gilmore’s Band, NYC’s greatest
attraction in 1886, and in the same year Gilmore was the Musical
Director for the opening of the Statue of Liberty. He raised money for
the building of St Patrick’s Cathedral, for statues, and everywhere he
was loved as a celebrity and as an Irishman.
He supported the cause of Home Rule and specifically the personalities
of Charles Stewart Parnell, Michael Davitt, and their organisations. He
played on behalf of Parnell and the Parliamentary Party in 1880 and
again in 1886 to packed houses in Madison Square Gardens, and one
year later for Michael Davitt before 14,000 people in the Gardens. When
the founder of Clan na Gael was buried it was Gilmore’s Band that
accompanied the body of Jerome Collins from St Patrick’s Cathedral to
the ship bound for Queenstown. When the Society for the Preservation
of the Irish Language met in NYC to raise money it was again to Gilmore
this organisation turned for support. But most importantly it was
Gilmore in his nationwide tours who publicised the cause of Ireland in
areas where no Irish were settled, and who endorsed the work of Ireland’s
leaders with speeches and articles in his Concert Programmes (which
he wrote) dedicated to the cause of the day — Home Rule. He even wrote
a song dedicated to William Gladstone and C S Parnell on the Question
of the day called “Ireland to England”. He told his friend, Patrick Ford,
editor of the Irish World Newspaper of NY that his ambition was to live
long enough to be able to lead a procession into the Irish Parliament on
College Green playing Irish Melodies. When Gilmore died the crowds
lined 5th Ave. to St Francis Xavier Church in Manhattan. 9,000 people
stood outside. Many years later Gilmore’s successor John Philip Sousa
gave Gilmore the title of “Father of the American Band”, but almost 12
years later he wrote, “If anyone can do one thousandth as much good
for mankind than was done by Patrick Sarsfield Gilmore, his memory
will indeed be blessed”.
He died on September 24th, 1892, in St Louis, and is buried in Cavalry
Cemetery in Woodside in Queens, NYC.
His memory may be faded today but his legacy burns brightly.
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Ballincollig: Establishment,
Expansion and Collapse of a
Gunpowder Factory
by Laurence A. Gea

Edge-runners displayed outside a reconstructed incorporating mill in Ballincollig

In the 19th century, below the village of Ballincollig, six miles west of
Cork, an apparently peaceful wooded area which stretched over a mile
along the River Lee was buzzing with activity. The site was once home to
the Royal Gunpowder Mills, the only such facility in Ireland from 1822,
and second in size only to Waltham Abbey in Essex, England.
In the 1850s, at their peak, the Ballincollig Mills were producing 20
different types of powder with –according to owner Thomas Tobin - “one
description being quite unsuitable for other purposes” (Kelleher, p.54).
Chemistry
Although known since the ninth century AD in China, gunpowder,
which according to Kelly “represented mankind’s furthest advance in
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the manipulation of natural materials”, remained a “deep mystery” until
the nineteenth century with the development of modern chemistry.
(Kelly, p.110).
In an article published in Popular Science Monthly of April 1875,
journalist A. Hilliard Atteridge describes gunpowder “as a solid, which,
by ignition, can be very rapidly converted into a large volume of gas at
a high temperature. It is this quality which constitutes it an explosive.”
When ignited on a piece of paper, a small amount of gunpowder simply
burns as the gas formed (several hundred times its volume) is free to
expand in the air. However, when gunpowder is ignited in a confined
space, the gas pressure builds up and
“The weakest portion of the confining bodies gives way
before it. In quarrying, the rocks are rent, as the gas from
the blasting-powder forces them apart. ... In firing a cannon,
the loose shot offers less resistance than the solid coils of the
gun, and it is driven out to a distance proportioned to the
force of the charge” (Hilliard Atteridge)
Upon ignition of its three ingredients, saltpetre, charcoal and sulphur,
the explosion also creates solid residues (the well-known whitish smoke).
The gas itself is composed of carbon dioxide and nitrogen. Its velocity
and volume can be optimised for a given use by varying the content of
saltpetre, the type of charcoal wood and the grain size.
Saltpetre, l’âme de la poudre
Saltpetre, (potassium nitrate or nitre) obtained from the decay of organic
matter, was imported from India. Its scarcity and strategic importance
made it expensive. The most powerful powders of sporting and military
grade contained the largest amount of saltpetre.
The role of gunpowder in international conflicts meant that each country
had its own secret recipe: English government powder chose the (75,
15, 10) composition for saltpetre, charcoal, and sulphur while the
French government established that the composition (75, 12.5, 12.5)
gave the best results (M. Helene, p.41). Differences also existed between
manufactories within a given country.
Different woods for different uses
“Dogwood (cornus foeminea, virga sanguinea) and alder (alnus
nigra, baccifera) are esteemed by powder-makers the fittest for
their charcoal” in “Observations on gunpowder” by George Napier,
Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy, 1788
Charcoal was traditionally produced by charring wood in stacks. From
the 1880s, charcoal burners placed the wood in sealed cylinders to
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control the uniformity of the temperature and improve the quality of the
powder.
Dogwood charcoal produced 25% more gas than willow charcoal and
was therefore preferred for small firearms. Willow charcoal on the
other hand was used for cannon powder. Hazel was chosen for blasting
powder.
Again, each country had its own recipe. While the English were keen
on dogwood and alder, in France, Germany and Belgium, alder, poplar,
lime and willow were the most widely used. (M. Helene, p.40).
Finer grains for more power
Of the seven or eight operations required for gunpowder manufacturing,
the mechanical mixing of the ingredients in the incorporating mill was
the most critical step. The three purified ingredients were traditionally
crushed and mixed under a pair of edge runners, weighing 10 tons
and measuring 7 feet in diameter, within a trough which rotated on a
bedstone.
Once incorporated the three ingredients cannot be separated out
such is the intimate nature of the mix. As explained by Captain F.
M. Smith, Assistant Superintendent at the Royal Gunpowder Mills in
Waltham Abbey in 1870 (Webb et al, p.35), “Nothing that can be done
to [gunpowder] afterwards will add to its strength or explosiveness; no
future treatment can remedy defective incorporation.”
In Ballincollig, the edge runners were made of limestone and powered
by a waterwheel.

Blasting
powder

Cannon
powder

Rifle
powder

Sporting
powder

62%

75%

74%

78%
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Typical characteristics of powder used for gunnery and blasting
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“Batches ... were incorporated ... in the edge runner mills for a
number of hours which varied according to the fineness required; in
general the bigger the gun the coarser the powder.” (Kelleher, p33)
Sporting powder had the finest grains. To minimize cost, military
powder (especially cannon powder) was coarser. Blasting powder was
the simplest to produce, requiring the shortest times of incorporation
Markets
In its heyday, the Royal Gunpowder Mills was one of the most up-todate factories in Europe. First founded in 1794 by two Cork men with “at
least one double and three single incorporation mills” (Kelleher, p.32),
the Ballincollig Mills were then enlarged to eight double mills after the
British Board of Ordnance acquired the site in 1805. Subsequent owner,
Thomas Tobin Junior, expanded the site further in the 1840s and 1850s
to 12 double incorporation mills. This manufacturing capacity remained
unchanged until the closure of the facility in 1903.
Owner
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Incorporation
Mills

Estimated
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Ballincollig Royal Gunpowder Mills: peak production and target markets
(compiled from various sources).
An estimated 85% of the production was exported out of Ireland.
In her book on the Gunpowder Industry, Glenys Crocker has noted
the tendency of gunpowder mills to produce multiple types of powder:
“Although markets dominated the industry in particular areas,
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specialisation was not always exclusive and many firms had a wide
range of products from blasting powder, which was the crudest type,
to fine sporting grades.” The Royal Gunpowder Mills were one such
diversified company.
Military Uses
Market demand for military applications fluctuated, peaks of production
corresponding to times of war. The Ballincollig Mills produced gunpowder
for the Napoleonic Wars of 1800 to 1815, thus complementing the
production at Waltham Abbey, another manufacturing facility under
the control of the British Board of Ordnance. After the end of the war, a
75% slump in demand prompted the closure of the Mills. The site was
abandoned for a period of 20 years.
The American War of Independence and the Crimean War also
contributed to exports. In the last few years of the Gunpowder Mills, the
Boer war (1899-1902) provided a welcome relief to owner John Briscoe:
“Early this year- [1890], we commenced to make most successfully, the
fine powder used for rifle cartridges – of 12 lots ordered we presented
and passed 11, without a single rejection, the 12th lot is in the hands of
the War Office officials awaiting test” (Kelleher p. 81).
Exports to Africa
Founder Charles Henry Leslie exported gunpowder to Africa through
companies based in Liverpool, contributing to the Triangular Slave trade
between Europe, Africa and the Americas/ West Indies.
Between September 1800 and August 1801, he exported 200 barrels
through Liverpool where he had a magazine. However the trade with
Africa boomed under the management of Sir Thomas Tobin whose
parent merchant company had substantial links with the continent. The
powder was exported in exchange for palm oil. It was coarse-grained and
had only one tenth of the strength of military powder due to the smaller
percentage of saltpetre, circa 60% according to Kelleher (Kelleher, p.78).
Journalist A. Hilliard Atteridge described the use of this “worthless”
powder in a battle at Amoaful (on the West Coast of Africa): “several
of the men in the front line were struck five or six times without being
wounded, the bullets having such little force that they fell harmlessly
to the ground.”
Civil Uses
Blasting powder was used in mines in Europe from the beginning of the
17th century, initially competing with work done by hand (using picks,
chisels, wedges and crowbars) and firesetting. The amount needed varied
according to the hardness of the rock. According to Hilliard Atteridge,
“in coal-mines about 80 pounds of powder are used for every thousand
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tons of coal raised ... while for the harder granite the amount would be
650 pounds. The Mining Company of Ireland, which owned mines and
quarries across the country from 1824, was a large consumer. The Royal
Gunpowder Mills also sold several thousand barrels in the coalfields of
Lancashire, Staffordshire, Yorkshire and South Wales.
In civil engineering applications, gunpowder was used for the building
of canals, harbours and railway lines. Ballincollig powder was used
for example in Ireland for the construction of the Howth Harbour near
Dublin in 1808-1813 (National Archives, OPW papers)
The quantity depended also of course on the tonnage of rock to be
cleared. In 1845, 60 to 70 barrels were used for the removal of a “huge
unsightly cliff or bank of earth and rock” of 1000 feet long in the Phoenix
Park near Dublin while for sea cliffs at least 200 to 300 barrels were
necessary (NLI Larcom Papers).
In railway construction, blasting powder was used to dig tunnels and
for quarrying the stone needed for track ballast and buildings. During
the boom years of the railway in Ireland, the enlargement of the network
from 400 miles in 1850 to 1,900 miles by 1866 (Rynne, p. 361) meant
that large quantities of powder were required.
The Decline
At the height of the Tobin years, the average production was 35,000
barrels per year or three to four barrels a day per mill. The firm started
operating at a loss in the last years of Tobin’s ownership due to a
combination of factors.
Smokeless powders started to replace black powder for use in the
military, while blasting powder was increasingly being replaced by
dynamite. By 1890, all mines had switched to the new explosive. (Webb
et al, p.29).
During the same period, the African Trade was disappearing. In July
1881, Thomas Tobin’s brother commented that the trade to Africa was
“lower than ever before” (Kelleher, p.78). The subsequent owner John
Briscoe, in a letter to the government asking for support explained that
“An unusual demand for common powder for export to Africa had existed
during 1889 and 1890, enabling us to keep our hands all employed,
but we are rapidly completing our contracts and [...] the orders are
also ceasing” (Kelleher, p.81). The decrease in demand, coupled with
increasing competition by German gunpowder companies, meant that
there was no future for gunpowder in the African Trade.
Market demand did not improve after Briscoe sold the company. The
new London-based owners were unsatisfied with their returns. Like
everywhere else in the gunpowder manufacturing business, after a
period of consolidation, “the industry became run down and eventually
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closed because the partners had come to regard it as a source of income
rather than an opportunity for investment” (Buchanan, p.249)
It is estimated that the Royal Gunpowder Mills produced about two
million barrels over 110 years. Over 90% of the original buildings are
still standing. The area, now part of the Cork County Regional Park, is
prized by locals and tourists. National Trails are planned on the site
for the year 2013. By the River Lee, on the north side of Ballincollig,
partially hidden by woods, you can discover the remains of the largest
archaeological industrial site in Ireland.
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From Local Security Force A Group to Reserve Defence Force
Infantry Bn.

A Brief History of the 62 Reserve
Infantry Bn.
by James Scannell
On 24th May, 1940, the Government, faced with the possibility of a
German invasion, decided to initiate its own Local Defence Force scheme
modelled on the British Local Defence Volunteers, later renamed the
Home Guard. Formal details of this new organisation were announced
by Taoiseach Eamon de Valera at election meetings in Galway on 25th
May and Clifden on 26th May with additional information on what the
Government had in mind emerging in the Dail two days later during
the Taoiseach’s announcement of the formation of an All Party Defence
Council in which he stated that the reserves of the Regular Army and
the First Line of Volunteers were being called up and that work on the
registration of men for service in the Local Security Corps / Guards who
would serve in their own areas was about to commence.
A massive recruiting campaign to increase the strength of the Defence
Forces commenced with volunteers being sought in:
a. The Regular Army on a normal engagement,
b. The Regular Army for the duration of the Emergency,
c. The Volunteer Force.
d. The Local Security Guards in which volunteers would serve in
their own time and in their own district.
National Service enrolment forms were available at Garda stations on
which volunteers indicated which force they wished to join. The response
to the Local Defence Guards was excellent with volunteers spanning all
occupations, religious denominations, social, and political backgrounds,
volunteering their services. On 22nd June 1940, this organisation now
renamed the Local Security Force, under the control of the Department
of Justice, was divided into the A Group and B Group with the former
acting as a military section and the latter as an auxiliary police force
following a Government decision to arm the A Group to provide armed
protection for the B Group.
A Group consisted of people eligible for military service who were
willing to assist the Defence Forces in an emergency and wished to
prepare themselves for such service by undergoing a course of military
training.
The duties of A Group were divided into four main categories:
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a.
b.
c.
d.

Patrolling and Observation
The organisation of defensive measures,
Armed protection,
The rendering of assistance to the Defence Forces in an emergency
and the preparation therefore by undergoing military training
B Group consisted of people who wished to aid in the defence of the
State but were unable, for one reason or another, to undergo military
training but were willing to undertake auxiliary police duties.
The duties of B Group were divided into four main categories:
a. Patrolling and Observation,
b. Communications,
c. Control of transport
d. Miscellaneous emergency measures
Initially members of the force were not issued with uniforms but were
provided with badges or armbands and which bore the initials C.A.
which stood for Caomhnoiri Áitiúila / Local Security Force.
A statutory instrument, Emergency Powers (No.49) Order, 1940, formally
establishing the Local Security Force A and B Groups came into force
on September 12, 1940, with provision being made for the automatic
transfer of A Group members to another body, the Local Defence Corps,
once the Irish Defence Forces had been mobilised to resist an imminent
invasion, and issued with military uniforms and identification to ensure
that they would be accorded prisoner of war status if captured by a
belligerent and not shot as partisans / resistance members.
On December 31, 1940, under Emergency Powers (No.61) Order, 1940,
the Local Security Force A and B Groups were abolished as was the
creation of the Local Defence Corps, and were replaced with two new
organisations which took over the role of the A and B Groups of the
Local Security Force with effect from 1st January, 1941.
The Local Defence Force (hereafter L.D.F.) took over the role of the
former A Group Local Security Force with existing members being
automatically transferred into the new organisation, which came under
the control of the Minister of Defence. The Local Security Force took
over the role of the former B Group, retained the title of Local Security
Force, and continued as an auxiliary police force under the control of
the Minister for Justice.
Both these organisations now continued to operate side by side until
disbandment of the Local Security Force in 1945 by Emergency
Powers (No.61) Order 1940 (Revocation of Part III) Order, 1945. The
post Emergency future for the L.D.F. emerged during Question Time in
the Dail on 6th February, 1946, when it was revealed that it would be
disbanded with effect from March 31st and that a new organisation, An
61

LOCAL HISTORY REVIEW 2012
Fórsa Cosanta Áitiúil / F.C.A., would replace it with effect from April
1st that year. Members of the L.D.F would be required to hand in their
uniforms but allowed retain their boots and groundsheets. The title
of the L.D.F. was also amended to that of ‘The Local Defence Force
1941 to 1946’. Recruiting for the new F.C.A. units was not permitted
until L.D.F. Force units had wound up their affairs and throughout the
remainder of that month and into March the work of winding up L.D.F.
units, settling their affairs, and setting up their F.C.A. replacement
units carried on. During March 1946 individual L.D.F. units held stand
down parades with the organisation ceasing to exist from midnight 31st
March, 1946.
The new F.C.A. organisation had an upper enlistment age limit of 35
years of age, which excluded many L.D.F. members who had given
good service and was accepted in good spirit by most. Recruiting for the
F.C.A. commenced in February but eligible L.D.F. members who wished
to join it had to be discharged from the latter before they could enlist in
the former.
The Bray District Command Local Security Force A Group
The Local Security Force was organised on the basis of Garda Divisions.
In 1940 the Bray Division consisted of stations at Bray, Enniskerry,
Greystones, Newtownmountkennedy and Roundwood, in Co. Wicklow,
and Shankill, Co. Dublin. On Sunday, 13th October, 1940, the Garda
authorities ceremonially attested members of both Groups in Aravon
School, Bray, at which 163 A Group and 130 B Group members were
attested in separate ceremonies followed by a ceremony on Friday, 18th
October for those who were unable to attend the earlier one.
The Bray District Command L.D.F. — 1941 to 1946
The Bray District Command L.D.F. which had local Coys (companies)
in Bray, Greystones, Enniskerry, Kilmacanogue, and Kilcoole, Co.
Wicklow and Shankill, Co. Dublin, came into existence in January,
1941, and almost immediately was called out on 2nd January, 1941, to
help search the Stylebawn area of Kilmacanogue, Co. Wicklow, for two
magnetic mines dropped overnight by a belligerent (German) aircraft
on snow covered ground. Gardai and the Local Security Force also took
part in the search and when these were located, were made safe by the
Ordnance Corps and then detonated in situ. The incident demonstrated
to volunteers in both organisations that they had a role to play and that
they were not merely playing at soldiers or security guards.
Being under Army control brought a great boost to the Bray District
Command L.D.F. as the 5 Bn of the Regular Army based in Bray was
able to provide instructors, training and badly needed equipment.
Initially Bray District Command L.D.F. headquarters was in two small
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rooms in Quinsboro Terrace, Bray, but later moved for reasons of space
to 11 Quinsboro Road, Bray, before finally moving in January 1942
to the more spacious Rockbrae House, Vevay Road, Bray, which was
leased by the Department of Defence from its owner Mr. T. H. Hanbury,
Trim,
During the period 1941 to 1945 members took part in ceremonial parades,
military exercises, undertook annual rifle practices, with a major boost
being the issuing of green service uniforms, great coats, and the issue
of other items of military kit in 1942. In 1943 so many members served
as extras in the film Henry V filmed on the Powerscourt Estate outside
Enniskerry, Co.Wicklow, that training had to be suspended for the six
weeks of filming there.
During March 1946 stand down parades were held by local units except
in Bray where none took place.
The North Wicklow Bn. F.C.A. 1946 To 1959
The organisation of the F.C.A. (1946 to 2005) differed to that of the
L.D.F. (1941 to 1946) as although the operational areas of the latter had
been based on Garda Districts, the F.C.A. was organised on a county
basis. In the case of Co. Wicklow, the three L.D.F. District Commands
of Bray, Wicklow and West Wicklow were replaced in 1946 by two F.C.A.
Bns. (Battalions) — the North Wicklow Bn. F.C.A. which took over the
former Bray District Command L.D.F. operational area, and the South
Wicklow Bn. F.C.A. which took over the Wicklow District Command
L.D.F. operational area while the West Wicklow District Command
L.D.F. operational area was divided between them.
In 1945 Rockbrae House, Bray, Co. Wicklow, had been purchased by
the Department of Defence for use by the Bray District Command L.D.F.
as both local and command headquarters, and now continued in the
role as North Wicklow Bn. F.C.A. headquarters.
F.C.A. Rifle Bns. such as the North Wicklow Bn. F.C.A. received a great
boost in the 1950’s with the introduction of new weapons such as the
Bren light machine gun and the Gustav sub-machine gun with the
concept of ‘integration’ being moved at the same time which involved
transferring F.C.A. units into brigades of the Permanent Defence Forces
with the effect of increasing the number of brigades to six, each of which
was composed of Permanent Defence Force and F.C.A units.
Integration of F.C.A units with the Permanent Defence Forces took
place on 1st October, 1959. One major change was that F.C.A. Bns.
were now commanded by an officer from the Permanent Defence Forces
with the rank of Commandant assisted by a small staff drawn from the
Permanent Defence Forces.
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The 21 Inf Bn F.C.A. — 1959 To 2005
On 1st October, 1959, the South County Dublin Bn. F.C.A., the North
Wicklow Bn. F.C.A. and the South Wicklow Bn. F.C.A. were merged to
become the 21 Inf Bn F.C.A. (hereafter the Bn.) with each of the former
Bns. becoming a coy in the new unit with headquarters in Rockbrae
House, Bray, Co. Wicklow.
• A Coy based in Bray took over the former North Wicklow Bn. F.C.A.
operational area.
• B Coy based in Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin, took over the former
South County Dublin Bn. F.C.A. operational area.
• C Coy based in Wicklow Town took over the former South Wicklow
Bn. F.C.A operational area.
1966 was a busy year for the Bn. as it took part in numerous events
commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the 1966 Rising, provided a
Guard of Honour for President de Valera in Bray in 1968 and again in
Bray in 1975 for President O’Dalaigh. The Bn also provided Guards of
Honour for the opening of churches in Kilcoole and Moneystown and
following the revival of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Bray during the
1970’s, provided and continues to provide a Colour Party carrying L.D.F.
and F.C.A. pennants, accompanied by a marching body, for it.
Between 1969 and 1975/76, the Bn undertook weekend security duties
at a number of vital installations within its operation area and later in
Dublin military barracks.
One of the highlights during the 1980’s were ceremonies held in 1984
to mark the 25th Anniversary of the Integration of the F.C.A. with the
Permanent Defence Forces, which in Bray took the form on Sunday, 4th
November, 1984, with the blessing and presentation of new Bn. Colours,
both Bn and Coy at a special ceremony in Rockbrae House, Bray.
The 1990’s ushered in a period of dramatic change for the F.C.A. and
for the Bn. The bolt action .303 No. 4 Rifle was replaced by the 7.62 mm
semi-automatic F. N. Rifle, something which the Bn had been waiting
over 15 years for.
The other dramatic change was the enlistment of female members
which, although authorised for F.C.A. units since the 1980’s, did not
commence in Rockbrae House until January 1994. The public debut
of the female members of the Bn took place at St. Patrick’s Day 1994
Greystones and Bray parades as by this time they had completed their
basic training sufficiently to be able to march with the Bn in these two
parades.
Another change in the 1990’s was the issuing to members of the new
working dress style uniform of combat trousers and pullover, which can
be worn during training instead of the dress uniform.
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In 1996 for the first and only time the Bn, members of the L.D.F. and
those from the three county F.C.A. Bns. amalgamated in 1959 to form
it, paraded and marched as one body to and from a special Inter-Faith
service in Christ Church, Bray, to mark the 50th anniversary of the
creation of the F.C.A. and was followed afterwards by a reception in
Rockbrae House.
In more recent years the F.N. rifle and Bren light machine gun have
been replaced by the Steyr AUG rifle and the General Purpose Machine
Gun (GPMG).
From 21 Inf Bn F.C.A. to 62 Reserve Inf Bn.
Following completion of re-organising the Army Reserve in 2005, on 1st
October, 2005, the F.C.A. was stood down and replaced by the Reserve
Defence Force. With effect from this date the Bn ceased to exist and was
amalgamated with the 20 Inf Bn based in Dublin, to form the 62 Reserve
Inf Bn which is divided into 6 Coys based at the following locations:
• A Coy — Casement Aerodrome, West Dublin.
• B Coy — Cathal Brugha Barracks, Dublin.
• H.Q. Coy — Rockbrae House, Bray, Co. Wicklow.
• C Coy — Wicklow Town
• D Coy — Cathal Brugha Barracks, Dublin.
• Support Coy — Cathal Brugha Barracks, Dublin.
The 62 Reserve Inf Bn is part of the 2nd (East) Reserve Brigade.
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The Legend Of Dan Donnelly —
Regency Rogue
by Larry Breen
Follow the road out of Kilcullen and you will eventually reach the Curragh
and there, on your left; you will find, “Donnelly’s Hollow”. In the middle
of that natural amphitheatre there stands a limestone monument
dedicated to the memory of an Irish
sporting hero, often neglected, but
never forgotten, “Dan Donnelly”,
affectionately known as “Sir Daniel”
or the “Regency Rogue”. The
obelisk erected in 1888, by public
subscription bears testimony to a
man who was unique in the history
of world boxing and a national
hero in his time.
It was on this spot on 13th.
December,
1815,
that
he
defeated George Cooper, the
English champion, before a huge
crowd estimated to be in tens of
thousands. Cooper capitulated
after eleven gruelling rounds when
he was knocked senseless by two
terrific smashes from Donnelly
the latter of which broke his jaw.
Incredible scenes of jubilation
followed the Irish champion’s
triumph. As he strode up the hill towards his carriage, the fanatical
followers dug out the imprints left by his feet. Known as “The steps
of strength and fame “, these footprints are still evident in Donnelly’s
Hollow, leading from the monument which commemorates the scene of
his greatest ring victory.
In these times when street ballads were still in vogue the most popular
and enduring was the “ Ballad of Donnelly and Cooper “ which was
bellowed out in endless verses for all to hear.
Come all you true born Irishmen, I hope you will all draw near,
And likewise pay attention to these few lines I have here,
It is as true a story as you will ever hear,
Of how Donnelly fought Cooper on the Curragh of Kildare
Dan Donnelly’s life was a fascinating tale of poverty, success, fame and
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failure but not before he became a champion for the downtrodden poor
people of Ireland. Dan was the ninth of seventeen children born to his
carpenter father Joseph and his wife Mary in the docklands of Dublin.
The family included four sets of twins. The doctor who attended the
birth of Dan was so impressed by his sturdy appearance that he told the
proud mother; “Mrs. Donnelly, this child will one day be the wonder of
the country”. He followed his father into the carpentry trade but found
sports like hurling and handball more interesting and rewarding.
Like many famous names in the history of boxing, Donnelly discovered
more by accident than design that he had the qualities to become a
successful pugilist. He found himself reluctantly launched on the path
of a prize fighter by defending a vulnerable old man against the bullying
of a sailor in a bar room brawl. News of how he had tamed the bully
led to many challenges and soon all of Dublin had heard about this
youngster with so much boxing ability.
Around this time one of the followers of boxing, known as “the fancy”,
a Captain William Kelly took Dan under his wing. Kelly ran a racehorse training establishment at Maddenstown, in Co. Kildare. In their
search to find an Irish champion who could match the best in England,
Captain Kelly and his close colleague, Scotsman Robert Barclay Allardice
convinced Donnelly that he had the makings of a champion.
Captain Kelly installed Dan at his brothers’ house in Calverstown,
near the Curragh and it was here he learned the rudiments of fighting
and proper training.
There then followed
his illustrious career
as a bare knuckle prize
fighter during which
time
he
remained
undefeated. He had
memorable
victories
over the top English
fighters like Tom Hall,
in 1814; George Cooper,
in 1815 and Tom Oliver
in 1819. During his
career a lot of his time
was spent engaged in
exhibitions in England to the great delight of “the Fancy”.
Dan was not so successful in business or with his private life. The owner
of four public houses in Dublin, which although successful initially,
eventually went into debt. Dan started drinking heavily and got involved
in the wild life that places like London offered. This put great strains on
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his marriage and eventually, Mrs. Donnelly had to join him in England
to keep an eye on his excesses.
When Dan eventually stopped the prize fighting he considered entering
politics but changed his mind and concentrated on running his public
House in Pill Lane in Dublin. He took ill suddenly on February 15th,
1820, and after a short illness died in his wife’s arms at one o clock on
Saturday, 18th February, 1820. The shock of Dan’s death was deeply
felt and poets, writers and ballad composers penned their sorrows in
great profusion including one by the famous poet Lord Byron himself.
Reflecting on Dan’s life there were many myths and legends but none
more colourful than that of his supposed “Knighthood”. It is reputed
that the then Prince Regent, (later to be King George IV), knighted Dan
at a banquet given by the Lord Lieutenant in Donnelly’s honour. This
apparently arose from a conversation between the two men when the
Prince Regent referred to Donnelly as the best in Ireland, to which Dan
replied, “I am not that, your highness, but I am the best in England”. The
Prince Regent was so impressed that he conferred on him the honour
of knighthood.

The author with Dan Donnelly’s arm
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1727: Cloyne, Ireland. A fertile area, twenty miles east of Cork.

Page 1

A Grant of Release of Lands is signed between Samuel Rolls and
John Longfield of Castlemary, Cloyne. Kilcroan land (south of
Cloyne) is part of the deed.

The Longfields are probably of French extraction (Longchamp). They own a
number of estates in Ireland. Castlemary (Cloyne) is John's main residence.

On a smaller scale, John Longfield builds a
house on Kilcroan land: three storeys over a
basement. A staircase connects the four levels.

Settling in Kilcroan House.
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His second residence is
Garrymacody (Mallow, 1720).

1760: Kilcroan House is now leased out to successive occupiers.
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The kitchen, the beating heart of the House, is in the basement. Regardless of
the outside conditions, organisation and self-sufficiency are the household rules.

In 1773, Richard Longfield, an energetic and ambitious M.P., signs a deed
allowing John Hanning (and his heirs) to lease Killcrone House and its land (65
acres), with a yearly rent and a perpetual renewal.
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Richard adds two wings to the Garrymacody house in
Mallow, now his main residence in Ireland. In 1795, he
becomes Lord Longueville (of Longueville House).
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1798: Two end bows are added to the front of Kilcrone House.

Under Richard Longfield's supervision, Kilcrone House is embellished by a pair of
two-storey end bows, inspired by the works of the architect Richard Castle.

A double polygonal extension is also built at the back. The natural slope of the
site does not allow the basement to be expanded. For the same reason, the new
rooms are split-levelled with the existing ones at the front.

Richard Longfield dies heirless in 1811. Two of his
cousins come into Castlemary and Longueville House.

2012 M. Guillot

Soon after, John Hanning, seeking
relief from a severe illness, dies in
Aix (France). In 1814, his widow
and his only son James take charge
of Kilcrone House.

1816: James Hanning marries the daughter of Patience Longfield.
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The links between the two families become stronger and
last for several generations. The Hannings are regular
visitors to Castlemary and Longueville House.

On-going improvements are taking place inside and outside Kilcrone House.
Hand printed wallpapers display delicate garlands of white flowers in the dining
room and bold colours in some of the bedrooms.

The outbuildings (at the back) and a lodge (at the gate) are also taking shape.
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The housing and care of horses, cattle, pigs and poultry is all done on the
premises. A walled garden provides the indispensable herbs and vegetables.

1860:Clement Lawless of Woodview (Cloyne) acquires Kilcrone House.
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Clement has returned from Australia
(Booubyjan, Brisbane), where he has been
farming with his brother Paul for 20 years.

He marries Henrietta Babington Wise (top right) and they settle in Kilcrone
House, where their daughter Emily Anne is born in 1865.

That same year, Paul Lawless falls seriously ill. He comes back to Cloyne with his
wife Ellen Nash, and dies soon after. Having erected a commemorative plaque in
the cathedral, Ellen returns to her Booubyjan estate (below) with her children.
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In Kilcrone, a portico is added to the front, as well as an extension to the back.

1877: Emily's father, Clement Lawless, dies in a hunting accident.

Page 6

In Cloyne Cathedral, a stained
glass window is erected for him

Emily, growing up in
Kilcrone House,
scratches her name on
a window pane in 1881.

In 1894, Emily Lawless
marries her cousin
Warren Roland Crooke,
Army Surgeon to the
Viceroy of India.

Henrietta, Emily's mother, dies in January 1901. In the Census of the same year,
Emily Anne Crooke-Lawless is Head of Kilcrone House. Her friend Aileen Coxwell
Rogers (born Smith-Barry) and her aunt, Ellen Nash Lawless, are also present.
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In the Census of 1911, Warren Crooke-Lawless (back from India) is at Kilcrone.
Three years later, "Colonel Crooke-Lawless" is Director of the British Red Cross
Hospital of Netley (England), where Emily is also managing the Red Cross Store.

1913: Aileen Coxwell-Rogers, Emily's close friend, becomes a widow.
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In 1915, while Aileen is a volunteer nurse with
the Red Cross, her only son Richard Hugh is
killed in Gallipoli.

1923: Aileen purchases Kilcrone House on 100 acres (shaped as a Christmas
stocking), from her friend Emily who has moved to England with her husband.

When a delegation from the IRA comes to the house, ordering Aileen (below) to
leave the place, she lets them in. She is able to convince them of her long Irish
ancestry, so that they change their minds and do not burn Kilcrone House.

Aileen's daughter Faye lives in England and visits Kilcrone
regularly. Both have strong links with Fota. After a stroke,
Aileen Coxwell-Rogers dies in 1948. A few years later, Faye
sells Kilcrone House and retires to Aghada (left, sitting).
The
End
-------2012
M.Guillot
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The story does not end here as Dan was as controversial in death
as in life. Just two weeks’ after being laid to rest in Bully’s Acre in
Kilmaimham, Dan’s body was dug up by the body snatchers or “Sackem-up’s” and sold to a Dublin surgeon for medical research. There was
a national outcry at this dreadful crime and Dan’s body was returned to
his original resting place. However not before his right arm was removed
and used for medical students’ education. The arm has had a checkered
career. After travelling to Edinburgh for use in medical school it was
used in a travelling circus in England; it was then owned by a Pub
owner in Belfast at the Duncairn Arms and finally in 1953 was acquired
by the owner of the “Hideout” public house in Kilcullen, James Byrne
Jr. Here it spent many years on view and became synonymous with the
Co. Kildare town. It is currently in the ownership of the same Byrne
family.
In Ireland, (although it was one of Europe’s main social centres for those
who could afford it), the mass of the people was illiterate, poor and
downtrodden. Having seen several armed rebellions flicker and fail, the
poorer classes yearned for a symbolic champion, someone who could lift
their jaded spirits in those dark days.
They found their Champion in “Dan Donnelly”.
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The Forgotten Famine of 1740/41.
by Brian Matthews, Old Drogheda Society
The town of Drogheda in Co. Louth was the location chosen in 2012 to
host the National Famine Commemoration. On Sunday, May 12th, An
Taoiseach Enda Kenny, along with a host of dignitaries from Ireland and
around the globe gathered at the Steam Packet in Drogheda overlooking
the banks of the Boyne River to remember all of those poor, destitute
folk of men, women and children who were forced to emigrate from this
port during the harsh famine years of the mid-19th century. Drogheda
was in fact the second largest port of emigration after Dublin during
this period.
However, a little over one-hundred years earlier a terrible famine had
also raged across the country which, based on lower population figures,
was equally as devastating; the following is an account of this earlier
famine and some of the effects it had on the town of Drogheda.
The year of 1739 had begun with some sharp frost which was followed
by a wet spring and an equally wet summer with little sunshine. In that
fateful autumn the winds began to blow from the east; bitter, biting
winds that made it almost impossible to work or indeed stay outdoors
for any length of time. This strange pattern of weather was by no means
unique to Ireland or the other British Isles. It was also affecting most of
Europe from Scandinavia and Russia right across Western Europe and
as far south as Southern Italy and, on the last day of the year, December
31st, 1739, the people of Ireland had awoken to a severe frost
During the first week of January 1740 the winds swept across the country
and the extreme cold intensified, yet very little snow fell. Rivers, lakes,
and waterfalls froze and the fish began to die in the first weeks of the
Great Frost. At first it became something of a novelty for the ‘gentry’ of
the country who were reported having pig roasting parties, lavish meals
and numerous games and entertainment on the frozen lakes and rivers
including the Boyne. As the month of January advanced the terrible cold
winds were not abating and people tried to avoid hypothermia without
using up winter fuel reserves in a matter of days.
People who lived in the country were a little more comfortable than their
compatriots within the town of Drogheda, because many of the former
lived in mud cabins, which were sheltered from the biting winds, while
the latter, especially the poor, dwelled in freezing basements and garret
dwellings. By February the quays of the Boyne River at Drogheda were
so frozen that ships could not move and, along with the coal yards of
Cumbria and Wales being frozen which resulted in a complete shortage
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of fuel supplies.
Mill wheels also froze so wheat could not be ground for the Bakers and
cloth could not be tucked for the Weavers. Grain crops and potatoes
were destroyed in the ground and those that were already harvested
since the autumn of 1739 also perished in the cold including the seed
potatoes for the following year.
Although the frost had abated, by the summer of 1740 a prolonged
drought had occurred resulting in the deaths of large numbers of sheep
and cattle. Calves were not born and this also resulted in a milk and
cheese shortage. This lead to a huge decrease in food and fuel supplies.
Where people were finding it extremely difficult to survive the result was
that food riots were inevitable.
The first food riot recorded was at Drogheda where citizens boarded a
vessel bound for Scotland laden with oatmeal where they proceeded to
remove the rudder and sails and plunder the foodstuffs on board.
This extraordinary weather continued into the winter of 1740/41 with
more northerly gales, heavy snow and frost. The mortality rate began to
rise and diseases such as smallpox and typhus were widespread.
A report from Drogheda from Christmas 1740 stated that, “We have
a great mortality among the poor people here who are dying in great
numbers from fevers and fluxes. One poor man buried eight of his
family in a few days and this mortality is owing to the badness of the
diet which the poor have been obliged to feed on.”
By the end of the spring in 1741, the weather was returning to normal
and ships were arriving from America to the ports of Ireland laden with
grain.
It has been estimated that over half a million people died as a result of
this forgotten famine of 1740/41 which later became known as Blìan an
Air; i.e., `The Year of the Slaughter`.

71

LOCAL HISTORY REVIEW 2012

Athy and District in the Year of
Rebellion
by Frank Taaffe
The Society of United Irishmen was founded in 1791 with the aim
of uniting ‘Protestant, Catholic and Dissenter’ in the cause of radical
parliamentary reform and the election of a non sectarian national
parliament. One of its leaders was Lord Edward Fitzgerald, former
Member of Parliament for the Borough of Athy and brother of the Duke
of Leinster. Lord Edward was responsible for making County Kildare one
of the most highly organised counties in Ireland for the Society of United
Irishmen, while Athy was an important centre for the Irish rebels.
In the autumn of 1797 the United Irishmen of Athy and the neighbouring
countryside were active in forming military style groups, each intended
to take part in a planned rebellion. Every twelve volunteers appointed
a sergeant, each eight sergeants a captain and a lieutenant, and every
eight captains a colonel. As a secret organisation the officers were to
be known only to their own immediate body of volunteers. Despite this,
information sworn on May 17, 1798 by John Chanders of Shrowland
Athy indicated that 16 Companies of United Irishmen were to be found
in and around the town of Athy. Their captains included Denis Devoy,
Patrick Kelly, his brother Peter who was a local shopkeeper, as was his
namesake and colleague William Kelly. Captaincies were also held by
James Lynam an Athy publican, by James Walsh and James Murphy,
both farmers from Skerries; James Murphy, a farmer from Ballitore;
Laurence Doyle from near Ballitore; Edward McDaniel from near
Fontstown and Patrick Dowling, a farmer from Fontstown.
Meetings were held in various houses in the locality including Peter
Kelly’s shop in Athy, John Hyland’s house near the upper Turnpike
Gate of the town and William Kelly’s business premises. Laurence Doyle
and James Murphy took a leading part at these meetings with Patrick
Kelly, a young man from Kilcoo who was appointed Colonel of the United
Irishmen in the south Kildare area.
On the morning of December 7, 1797, Athy Canal Harbour was the
scene of a robbery which was to have serious repercussions for the local
people. The night parcel boat from Dublin docked in the Canal basin
on the night of 6th December. Its cargo included 50 stands of arms,
1,000 ball cartridges and accoutrements for 50 destined for a corps of
yeomen infantry in Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow. At about 3 o’clock on
the following morning two men armed with pistols and swords crept up
to the boat under cover of darkness. Arousing the boat master Thomas
Barry, the conductor Robert Hyland and two crewmen William Moran
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and James Graham, the armed men held the boat men below deck. In
the meantime an unknown number of accomplices smashed open the
arms chests and quickly carried away the precious cargo.
At dawn, Captain Erskine set out from the army barracks at Barrack
Lane, Athy with a party of dragoons in pursuit of the raiders. Believing
the arms to have been transferred to another boat on the Barrow and
sent to Carlow, he had the military in that town stop and search all
boats. The arms were never found. It is believed they were hidden in a
bog outside Athy to await a planned rebellion.
Later that day the Army Commander in Athy R. R. Wilford wrote to
General Dundas giving an account of the ‘most extraordinary and
alarming circumstances that took place this morning’. Suspecting a
conspiracy involving those in charge of the boat, he had its master
and crewmen arrested and lodged in the local White’s Castle gaol. In
a letter to General Dundas four days later Wilford expressed his belief
that ‘there has been collusion on the part of the master of the boat and
probably the keeper of the Canal Stores ... with other persons at present
unknown in carrying away the arms’. The boatmen were detained for a
number of days but remaining steadfast in their claims of innocence,
were eventually released.
The anxiety of the local loyalists was reflected in a letter from Lord
Downshire in which he referred to the event as having made a deep
impression in the minds of the well effected. Even more concern was
caused for the loyalists of Athy and district with the appearance of
a handbill on the streets of the town in January 1798. Copied and
forwarded to Dublin Castle on 14th January by Stuart Weldon it warned
the United men of Ireland to be prepared at a time when France was
marching her troops to the Irish coast.
The fears of the loyalists soon gave way to action on the part of the
authorities. Towards the end of January a meeting of the County Kildare
magistrates was called to proclaim the baronies around Athy. That same
month Thomas James Rawson of Glassealy, a member of Athy Borough
Council who would later serve as the Town Sovereign, published an
address which he posted throughout the town and at all the churches
in the neighbouring rural areas calling on the local people to unite in
mutual affection and in defence of their King.
On March 17th John Glennan, a Protestant, was murdered near the Moat
of Ardscull and a few days later John Lucas the elderly parish clerk of
Narraghmore met a similar fate. Alarmed at these atrocities and fearful
of the resurgent spirit of rebellion amongst their Catholic neighbours,
the loyalists of Athy invited Rawson to form a yeomanry infantry corps
in the town. Applying on April 1st to Dublin Castle for permission to
take up the invitation, Rawson referred to the ‘seventy loyal well affected
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men in the town of Athy for each of whom I would pledge myself, they are
anxious to embody themselves as yeomen infantry or to be suffered to
arm as freemen of a Protestant Corporation’. Nicholas Ashe, Sovereign of
Athy Borough, in a letter of April 17th to the Duke of Leinster referred
to those ‘calling themselves the Loyal Protestant Corporation of Athy’
who had requested Rawson to memorialise the government for a Corps
of infantry. Ashe, whose loyalty was questioned by his co-religionists,
refused to sign a memorial from Athy Borough Council in support of
an infantry Corps which he felt would exclude our Catholic brethren.
Despite Ashe’s misgivings the Corps was authorised.
The town of Athy already had a yeomanry cavalry corps formed in 1796,
comprising the gentry and better off members of the local community.
Its first Captain was the Duke of Leinster, an honorary position which
he appears to have filled on all volunteer cavalry units in the county of
Kildare. The second captain and effective commander of the corps was
his relation Thomas Fitzgerald of Geraldine Athy. The first and second
Lieutenants were William Sherlock and John B. Lewis. The cavalry
corps had 42 men. The Loyal Athy infantry corps formed by Rawson
numbered 140 men and this group was to play a significant part in local
events during 1798.
An indication of the rivalry which existed between the different yeomanry
units can be gleaned from a letter sent by an Athy resident to Dublin
Castle on July 2nd, 1797. The writer informed the Castle authorities of
the malicious burning of outhouses belonging to a Mr. Crostwaite about
one mile from Athy. Apparently Mr. Crostwaite’s property, although
within the functional area of the Athy Corps, was declared out of their
protection because of his refusal to join the local yeomanry. Instead Mr.
Crostwaite and three others had given their allegiance to the yeomanry
corps formed by Weldons of Ballylinan.
Thomas Fitzgerald of Geraldine, Captain of the Athy cavalry, writing on
March 9th, 1797 to the Duke of Leinster referred to the canvassing by
Stewart Weldon and his followers of every man in Athy and neighbourhood
‘… for the Balliling (sic) Corps, for they have only 26 on their roll with
great exertion’. Fitzgerald enclosed with his letter the names of the 42
members of the Athy Cavalry of which the Duke of Leinster was the First
Captain.
In December 1797 a man who would be responsible for betraying the
Society of the United Irishmen and the imprisonment of many of its
leaders came to live at Kilkea Castle. He was the 26 year old Thomas
Reynolds, a distant relation of Lord Edward Fitzgerald and a nephew
of Thomas Fitzgerald of Geraldine House, second captain of the Athy
Yeomanry Cavalry.
Reynolds agreed to take a lease of Kilkea Castle from the Duke of Leinster
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on the death of the previous tenant, a Mr. Dixon, an elderly man who
passed away at the beginning of 1797. Reynolds and his family moved
into Kilkea Castle in December 1797, his mother, the former Rose
Fitzgerald of Kilmead, having died in Dublin on November 6th. Soon
thereafter Reynolds became a member of the Athy Cavalry Corps and as
a result was a frequent visitor to Athy.
Lord Edward Fitzgerald invited Reynolds to take over from him as
Colonel of the United Irishmen in the south Kildare barony of Kilkea
and Moone. Soon thereafter Reynolds was visited by Matthew Kenna of
Burtown, one of the mainstays of the United Irishmen’s organisation in
South Kildare. Kenna informed Reynolds of the strength of the United
Irishmen in that part of Kildare and arranged a vote of the local captains
to confirm his appointment as Colonel. At the same time Reynolds was
appointed as County Treasurer which entitled him to attend meetings
of the Provincial Council of the United Irishmen. Reynolds is believed
to have passed to Dublin Castle information regarding a scheduled
meeting of the Provincial Council of the United Irishmen in Oliver Bond’s
House in Bridge Street, Dublin. As a result the meeting was raided
and members of the Leinster Directory arrested on March 12th. Their
imprisonment effectively destroyed any hope of a successful uprising by
the United Irishmen.
Two days later Reynolds met Lord Edward Fitzgerald at the home of Dr.
Kennedy in Aungier Street, Dublin and again the following day when
Lord Edward gave him a letter for the County Kildare Committee. On
March 17th Reynolds left Dublin for Kilkea and stopped overnight in
Naas. There he was met, apparently to Reynolds’ surprise, by Matthew
Kenna, the man who was Lord Edward Fitzgerald’s principal contact
person in South Kildare. Kenna told Reynolds of a meeting arranged
for March 18th at the house of Reilly, a publican, near the Curragh
where the County Committee members of the United Irishmen were to
assemble. Reynolds attended the meeting and afterwards he arranged a
meeting of local captains of the United Irishmen in Athy for March 20th.
The meeting held in a back room of Peter Kelly’s shop in the main street
was convened to coincide with the local fair so that those attending
would not be noticed amongst the hustle and bustle of one of Athy’s
busiest days. Reynolds read Lord Edward Fitzgerald’s letter to the rebel
captains and then proceeded to burn it in their presence.
Fearful that his involvement in betraying the United Irishmen who were
arrested on March 12th would be exposed, Reynolds pressed the South
Kildare Captains to allow him to resign from the society. It was agreed
that Reynolds would share his position as Colonel with Dan Caulfield of
Levitstown. Reynolds was never again actively involved in the affairs of
the United Irishmen.
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On April 10th the Grand Canal agent in Athy informed his Dublin based
superiors of a directive issued by the local army commander Colonel
Campbell. All intending passengers to and from Athy were required to
hold a pass signed by a magistrate. Similar passes were later required
of the local townspeople wishing to go outside the town limits as we find
Deborah Chandlee, wife of a local linen draper, writing on 3rd June ‘we
are stopped from doing any kind of business. My husband cannot walk
to his little farm without a pass’.
Further and tougher measures were taken by the authorities. The
Commander of Government troops in Ireland issued a statement on
April 3rd requiring all weapons to be handed up within 10 days. An
insufficient response to this demand, he warned, would result in the
troops being sent to live at free quarters amongst the local people. The
Louth Militia had already travelled a large part of the countryside around
Athy in an unsuccessful search for arms. Indeed the Militia Captain who
dined with Rev. Nicholas Ashe in Athy in mid April expressed surprise at
the peaceful nature of the country. Thomas Reynolds, writing on March
28th noted ‘I have been these two days attending my corps searching all
Athy and this end of the country for arms. We got a good number but none
to which we could attach criminality’.
Night searches were particularly favoured for this purpose, while persons
foolish enough to refuse information to the authorities were treated with
the severity expected of night raiders. Acting on the earlier directive
of the Commander in Chief Colonel Campbell of the 9th Dragoons
stationed in Athy had notices distributed in the town and surrounding
countryside requiring all arms to be handed up to the military. To his
surprise, the locals made little or no attempt to comply and on April
20th the soldiers were sent from the local military barracks to live at
free quarters amongst the local people of south Kildare. At the same
time Campbell had all liquor in the town of Athy destroyed. A number
of thatched cottages adjoining the army barracks were stripped of their
thatch ‘less upon any attack that might be made thereon inconvenience
should arise from the setting fire thereto’.
In some cases compensation was subsequently paid, such as the £66
9s 2d received by Michael Carey, an Athy publican, for spirits destroyed
and four houses unroofed by Colonel Campbell’s troops. Compensation
was only paid where the applicant satisfied the authorities that he was a
loyal subject. In Carey’s case, the necessary references were supplied by
Thomas Rawson of the Athy Loyal Infantry Corps. and Rev. A. Weldon,
Church of England Curate in Athy.
With the commencement of free quartering, many local landowners
found themselves playing unwelcome hosts to the regular soldiers.
Colonel Campbell sent a troop of the 9th Dragoons and a company of
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the Cork Militia totalling 200 men and 80 horses to Kilkea Castle, the
rented home of Thomas Reynolds. Commanded by Captain Erskine,
they arrived on April 20th and used the famous Norman Castle as their
base for the next eight days. Reynolds’ son was later to recount that ‘the
friends and acquaintances of the officers their wives and children and
those of the soldiers, came daily from Athy to see the Castle and feast’
at his father’s expense. Clearly the local commander was unaware of
Reynolds’ earlier contact with Dublin Castle.
With the free quartering of troops the Army and the Militia continued
their searches for arms. No restrictions appear to have been imposed on
the soldiers and contemporary accounts graphically describe the illegal
seizures of goods plundered by the soldiers and brought to the Army
Barracks in Athy. Thomas Reynolds reported a piano forte seized by the
soldiers from a local house being dragged through the streets of Athy on
its way to the local Military Barracks.
Captain Erskine and his troops left Kilkea Castle on April 28th and
moved closer to their headquarters in Athy. The Geraldine residence
of Thomas Fitzgerald was to be home to Erskine and a detachment of
cavalry and infantry numbering 120 men and 12 officers for the next
30 days. Fitzgerald, although second Captain of the Athy Loyal Cavalry
Corps, was suspected of rebel sympathies. Everything of value was
removed from Geraldine House, while Fitzgerald’s stock and produce was
depleted in providing for the troops during their 30 days in residence.
Colonel Campbell, who was to spend many months in an unsuccessful
attempt to prove Fitzgerald’s involvement with the United Irishmen
complicity in the rebellion, forwarded to Dublin Castle two documents
found in Fitzgerald’s house. One headed ‘United Irishmen of Dublin’ and
dated June 7, 1793, was an address to the Catholics of Ireland. The
second document titled ‘A short answer to a Brief Caution to the Roman
Catholics of Ireland’ included the line ‘For God’s sake and your sake
open your eyes and let it not be said that while you and the Presbyterians
were like two mastiffs, worrying each other for a bone, a dirty English cur
came in between and carried it off from both of you.’ The incriminating
documents were sufficient to warrant Fitzgerald’s arrest and he was
placed under house arrest before being sent to Dublin where he was
imprisoned for 91 days.
Other prominent local Catholic landlords who had to play unwelcome
hosts to the English troops included Thomas and Patrick Dunne of
Leinster Lodge and Dollardstown and Dan Caulfield of Levitstown.
Caulfield was placed under house arrest before being brought to Dublin
and imprisoned with Thomas Fitzgerald in a house in Smithfield which
was used as a temporary prison.
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Another prominent local man penalised by Colonel Campbell was
Rev. Nicholas Ashe, a member of Athy Borough Council and the Town
Sovereign for the first half of 1798. Ashe, according to the Duke of
Leinster, managed to secure the surrender of a large number of pikes
and guns held by the rebels but such was his success that Campbell felt
he must have had links with the United Irishmen. Sixty soldiers were
quartered with Ashe and as a result was so impoverished that the Duke
of Leinster claimed that ‘he was obliged to do his duty as the magistrate
in the street in slippers.’
On May 3rd Thomas Reynolds set off for Dublin to lodge a claim with
the Dublin Castle authorities arising from the military occupation of
Kilkea Castle. He wore his uniform as a member of Athy Yeomanry
Cavalry of which his uncle Thomas Fitzgerald of Geraldine was second
captain. On the road out of Athy he met up with Wheeler Barrington
from Fortbarrington. Wheeler was brother of Jonah Barrington who was
later to be a Judge of the Admiralty in Ireland and whose colourful career
is recounted in ‘Personal Sketches of his Own Times’. Just beyond Naas,
Barrington and Wheeler met Mr. Taylor, an Attorney from Athy who like
Reynolds was a member of the Athy Yeomanry Cavalry. Taylor informed
them of rumours circulating in Dublin concerning Reynolds arrest in
Athy. Reynolds changed his plans and stayed overnight in McDonnell’s
Inn in Naas. Taylor continued on his journey to Athy and at Gallowshill
on the outskirts of the town he was attacked by a number of men who
knocked him off his horse and pierced his leg with a pike. Fortunately
he was recognised by one of his attackers who spared his life and had
him removed to the safety of his own home.
Early in May the Athy Yeomanry Cavalry which was felt to have been
less than diligent in searching out those responsible for the arms raid
at Athy’s Canal harbour the previous year and whose second Captain
Thomas Fitzgerald was under arrest, were assembled in the Market
Square. In the centre of their own town and before their less privileged
townsmen they were confronted by Colonel Campbell, local commander
of the 9th Dragoons, who ordered them to dismount. Having done so,
they were next ordered to lay down their arms and strip their horses of
saddles and bridles. This formal disbandment of Athy’s Cavalry Corps
was for its members, who were for the most part members of the local
gentry, a humiliating experience which may have been prompted by
information sent to Dublin Castle by Thomas Reynolds. It is highly
unlikely that this largely Protestant force was in fact unfaithful to its
loyalist principles but suspicion cast in its direction by Reynolds or
others was sufficient in those tense days to justify Campbell’s action.
In the meantime the 140 strong Loyal Athy Infantry commanded by
Thomas J Rawson of Glassealy was busy proving its loyalty. Constant
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searches for pikes and arms brought unwelcome attention on the native
Catholics at both ends of the social ladder. With the limited success
of free quartering in securing the handing up of pikes and arms to
the authorities, floggings were introduced to obtain information from
uncooperative local men. Early in May a large wooden structure was
erected opposite the military barracks in Athy. The triangles (strictly
a tripod to whose apex the prisoners’ hands were tied) were used to
secure men while undergoing flogging. The man principally involved in
this barbaric practise was the local town Burgher Thomas Rawson of
Glassealy. The earlier mentioned Thomas Fitzgerald who was at this
time under house arrest in Geraldine was to write on December 20th,
1802, in relation to the experiences of the Athy people:
‘A man of the name of Thomas James Rawson, of the lowest order,
the offal of a dunghill, had every person tortured and stripped, as
his cannibal will directed. He would seat himself in a chair in the
centre of a ring formed around the triangles, the miserable victims
kneeling under the triangles until they would be spotted over with
the blood of the others. People of the name of Cronin were thus
treated. He made the father kneel under the son while flogging,
the son under the father, until they were mutually covered with
the blood of each other; this without any specific crime, only what
was termed “speculation” to make them “whistle”. They gave an
innocent man five hundred lashes (as they were afterwards obliged
to acknowledge). The man considering himself dying, requested a
priest. They dressed a soldier in black clothes, and sent him to
the unfortunate man as a clergyman, who, however, detected the
imposture.’
A contemporary account by William Farrell of Carlow of the floggings in
Athy corroborates Fitzgerald’s claims of brutality:‘The triangle was put up in the public street of Athy and the work
began instantly. There was no ceremony in choosing victims; the
first to hand done well enough. There was this difference, certainly,
that though there were many Protestants engaged in it, they were
all let to pass free, any trifling excuse was sufficient for them and
the whole weight of the persecution fell on the unfortunate Catholics.
They were stripped naked, tied to the triangle and their flesh cut
without mercy and though some men stood the torture to the last
gasp sooner than become informers, others did not, and to make
bad worse, one single informer in a town was sufficient to destroy
all the United Irishmen in it.’
The townspeople of Athy suffered many hardships following the
introduction of flogging. The local blacksmiths were arrested and
lodged in White’s Castle gaol, where others suspected of complicity in
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rebel activity were soon to join them. Blacksmiths’ tools were seized by
the military to prevent the making of pikes. Five men arrested at this
time and imprisoned in White’s Castle were named as Pender, Fairlay,
Brannox and two Germain brothers. They were alleged by Thomas
Reynolds’ son to have implicated his father in rebellious activity. As a
result, Colonel Campbell sent a party of dragoons to Kilkea Castle on
Saturday, May 5th, to arrest Reynolds. Marched back to Athy under
escort early that Saturday morning, Reynolds informed on Peter Kelly
and pointed out his shop as the place where local United Irishmen held
meetings. Kelly was immediately arrested and joined Reynolds in the
local jail. Not content with his arrest, the military seized Kelly’s shop
goods and furniture and what was not sent to the Barracks was thrown
into the main street and burned. Kelly’s shop premises was destroyed.
On the same day, a pitch cap was placed on the Turnpike Gate at the
entrance to Athy as a reminder to the townspeople of the fate awaiting
anyone who refused to cooperate with the military. Soldiers were placed
at the entrances to Athy to prevent anyone from entering or leaving the
town. Thomas Reynolds, after spending a short period in Athy’s gaol,
was transferred to Dublin on the orders of the Chief Secretary, Dublin
Castle. His usefulness to the authorities was acknowledged and he was
released and compensated. Reynolds did not return to Kilkea.
The soldiers under Colonel Campbell’s command were particularly
active around Athy during the month of May. Many seizures were made
and any goods seized were auctioned to finance the support of sick
and wounded soldiers hospitalised in the town. It would appear that
compensation was not paid to the owners of the goods taken by the
soldiers as evidenced by a letter written to Lord Castlereagh on November
4th, 1799, by Margaret Walsh, an Athy woman. In her letter, she referred
to wounded soldiers in two hospitals in town and a law suit threatened
against her by a local shopkeeper whose property she purchased at an
auction of goods seized by the army.
On May 14th Colonel Campbell, in a letter to his superiors, advised that
‘in consequence of burning a few houses in the town and neighbourhood
together with a little military discipline, we have got a number of pikes
and some information’. In the same letter, he requested the withdrawal
of the immunity granted by Lord Castlereagh to Goold and Cahell of
Athy, both of whom were believed by Campbell to be rebel supporters.
The following day, Campbell referred to prisoners transferred from the
Athy gaol to Dublin while explaining that ‘we have been more moderate
in flogging than reports give us credit for and it is allowed by the most
tender that it has produced a great number of pikes some hundreds have
been delivered up by their owners within these two days’. With this
letter Campbell enclosed a sworn statement made by James Robinson,
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a school teacher from Foxhill. Robinson named Michael Day, a farmer of
Kilberry, as a United Irishman and Denis Devoy of Kilberry as a Captain
in the organisation, with Patrick Sarcefield as his deputy Sergeant. An
Athy schoolteacher, James Delahunty, was also implicated as having
received a letter from Lord Edward Fitzgerald concerning the affairs of
the United Irishmen.
With the arrest of Lord Edward Fitzgerald on the evening of Saturday,
May 19th, the Government, justifiably perhaps, may have felt that the
threatened rebellion was unlikely to take place. Government informers
were numerous and this, coupled with the harshness of the measures
taken in Athy and elsewhere, resulted in the handing up of large
quantities of arms and pikes.
In the Quaker village of Ballitore outside of Athy, members of the
Tyrone Militia were quartered in local houses. Night patrols and house
searches for arms were increased after local resident William Cooke fled
the village claiming that ‘every man, woman and child in the village were
members of the United Irishmen.’ Public Notices were posted warning
that the neighbourhood would be burned if arms were not handed up.
Several local men were whipped publicly to extort information about
the United Irishmen and their activities. As had happened in Athy and
elsewhere the local blacksmiths were arrested and their work tools
seized. Soldiers were placed at the entrances to the village of Ballitore
and in time a number of pikes were handed in. The Yeomanry forces in
Athy spent day and night hunting for pikes and as time progressed their
daily hauls dwindled, so much so that by May 23rd no pikes were found
in their latest search.
Despite many setbacks, the United Irishmen were to press ahead with
the rebellion planned for May 23rd. The first action was witnessed
in County Kildare on the evening of the 23rd when the Limerick and
Cork coaches were seized at Johnstown near Naas. The town of Naas
was then attacked by a contingent of United Irishmen led by Mick
Reynolds, proprietor of the Johnstown Mills. The insurrection spread to
Monasterevin, Rathangan, Athy and Carlow.
The leaders of the Athy men had received orders to assemble their
forces in three sections outside the town. One section was to attack
Athy from the Geraldine side, another from Cloney and Kilberry while
the third section was to attack from the Stradbally side of the town.
This last group gathered in Silverhill, Kilcoo where they were led by
Patrick Kelly son of Sylvester Kelly, a farmer in the Kilcoo and Coolroe
areas. It is estimated that 600 men, many of whom were armed with
muskets and pikes, answered the call to arms. Kelly who was later
to write of his experiences had sought the assistance of the colliers
from the neighbouring coalfields for the planned attack on the town of
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Athy. The miners did not assemble as expected and Kelly, deeming it
imprudent to attack the well defended town without further assistance,
dispersed his men with instructions to reassemble the following evening
at Brackney Wood.
The men assembled the next day as instructed and having waited in
vain for the miners, marched off at 4 p.m. into the heart of the collieries
to whip up support for the United Irishmen’s cause. They marched
through Ballintubbert and at Southfield took a hostage from the house
of Robert White. After marching for about 15 miles, the Athy men
found to their disgust that no help could be expected from the miners.
Returning to Athy they dispersed, and for many of them, that was to
be their last involvement with the United Irishmen rebellion planned
for 1798. No information has come down to us as regards the men who
were to attack Athy from the Kilkenny and Geraldine directions.
In the meantime Captain Erskine, who had quartered with his men in
the home of Thomas Fitzgerald at Geraldine House, set off to deal with
some rebels at Ballymore Eustace. On arrival at Old Kilcullen he noticed
men armed with pikes assembling in the old churchyard. Erskine and
his cavalry troops charged the rebels who, gaining protection amongst
the ruins of the church, repulsed the cavalry with their long pikes.
Erskine regrouped his troops and charged again only to be met by the
long pikes which, reaching both horse and rider, left Erskine and 26
of his men dead or dying on the fairgreen of Old Kilcullen. According
to tradition Erskine, who was responsible for much destruction in the
rural areas of Athy, broke his leg when his horse stumbled and an old
woman stabbed him to death with a clasp knife.
General Dundas, leader of the troops in the area, believing an attack on
Naas to be imminent, withdrew his troops to that town. He also issued
instructions to all commanding officers in the county to evacuate their
posts and proceed to Naas. All the garrisons except one obeyed the
instruction. The exception was Athy, where Colonel Campbell remained,
unaware of the command given to the messenger who met an untimely
death at the hands of the United Irishmen while travelling on the road
from Naas to Athy.
The Suffolk Fencibles who had been quartered in Ballitore, left the
village as instructed for Naas, leaving nine of their colleagues in charge
of their baggage and their temporary barracks at the local Mill. They were
followed by the Tyrone Militia, a largely Orange force, which took a route
through Narraghmore Woods having been forewarned of an ambush
party waiting there for them. In the ensuing battle, casualties were
inflicted on both sides but the rebels, badly armed and inadequately
trained, suffered the most.
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On the afternoon of May 24th a couple of hundred rebels, led by
Malachi Delaney, armed with pikes, knives and pitchforks marched
into Ballitore. Having agreed safe conduct for the locals with the village
doctor, the rebels advanced on the Mill where some Suffolk Fencibles
were still stationed. The soldiers fled as the rebels approached but one
of the Fencibles shot and killed a local man named Paddy Dempsey. The
Suffolk Fencibles were soon overtaken by numerically stronger rebels
and surprisingly we are told that they were released after the soldier
who killed Dempsey was handed over to the rebels. He was summarily
executed by Delaney’s men.
Having secured Ballitore village, the rebels fought a battle on the nearby
bog road with soldiers sent from the Athy Barracks under the command
of Major Montresor. After inflicting heavy casualties on the Irish rebels
the soldiers retreated to the streets of Athy. In the meantime the rebels
regrouped and on the evening of the 24th attacked Castledermot, only
to be repulsed by the local yeomanry led by Captain Minch.
On Whit Sunday, May 26th, the rebels at Old Kilcullen, having welcomed
many fugitives from outlying parishes, were camped at Knockaulin
Hill. Realising the hopelessness of their position they agreed surrender
terms with General Dundas, for which the negotiators on the rebels’
side included Patrick Kelly, the Athy leader, who had left for Kilcullen
after the abortive attack on Athy. The surrender ended in the infamous
massacre on the Gibbet Rath, Kildare during which 325 Irishmen were
killed after laying down their arms in accordance with the surrender
terms.
Dispirited by the news from outlying districts, the rebels at Ballitore
sought terms for surrender. John Bewley, a Ballitore Quaker, negotiated
with Colonel Campbell in Athy but on his return to the village, found a
number of the rebels unwilling to surrender. With some persuasion their
agreement was eventually obtained, but not before Colonel Campbell had
demanded six hostages to be sent to Athy within 6 hours to guarantee
the surrender of arms before noon on the May 27th. The rebels either
could not agree on the hostages or had insufficient time to respond and
Campbell despatched troops from Athy at midnight, having left the town
of Athy in charge of Rawson and the Athy Loyal Infantry Corps.
The troops marched via Narraghmore, where they destroyed Colonel
Keating’s house which was described as ‘a fine mansion, newly finished
and furnished at a vast expense’. John Carroll, described by Reynolds
as a friend of Keatings but by Patrick O’Kelly as Keating’s cousin, was
killed by the troops as he ran through the back door of the house in a
vain attempt to escape. Proceeding to Ballitore, the army, on reaching
that village, inflicted heavy punishment on the villagers. Few exceptions
were made and a number of loyalists including Dr. Francis Johnson, a
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yeomanry member, were killed by the soldiers. Others killed included
Owen Finn, a blacksmith and a young man whom the Quaker author
Mary Leadbeater claimed was burned in the barrel in which he had
sought refuge.
The campaign of murder and destruction continued throughout May
27th and 28th, after which the soldiers returned to Athy. Laden down
with booty plundered from the Ballitore villagers, the soldiers proceeded
through Timolin, Crookstown and Narraghmore where more houses
were destroyed and several men including Conway, a local Protestant,
were shot and killed. The Rebels, realizing the hopelessness of their
position, agreed on the six hostages to be sent to Athy and arranged
to surrender their arms at Ballindrum. Eventually about 300 men
surrendered on May 30th as arranged, while many more went to Athy
to obtain pardons.
While Athy remained under military control throughout 1798, the
outlying villages were left unprotected following the departure of the
occupying troops to Naas on May 24th. Thomas Rawson despatched a
messenger to the Narraghmore loyalists advising them to come to his
residence at Glassealy where their safety was assured. The message was
never delivered as the messenger was killed on his way to Narraghmore.
The local Narraghmore rebels led by James Murphy, attacked the
homes of their loyalists neighbours, destroying what they could. An
affidavit sworn on the 26th July 1798 before Anthony Weldon, an Athy
Magistrate and a Church of England Minister, indicates that the homes
of Mary Jeffries, widow; Joseph Whiteacre; Thomas Corry; Robert
Cooke; Richard Holmes; Matthew James; Darby Kehoe; William Cope;
Sarah Lucas; Catherine Young; William Little and James Little, all of
Narraghmore, were burned after the occupants had fled for protection
to neighbouring Athy.
A number of loyalists retreated into Narraghmore Courthouse which
they defended for two hours against the repeated attacks of Murphy’s
men. They eventually surrendered, after which six of them were hanged
in Narraghmore Wood.
On June 2nd Colonel Campbell, writing from Athy, was able to
report to General Dundas on the surrender of 300 rebels and, while
recommending them for clemency, he had in the meantime ‘ceased to
molest their country’. He continued:
‘I moved at three this morning with all the troops of this garrison
leaving the town protected by the guards having secured information
that a body of rebels had taken part in the Cloney bog and that
they kept up a communication with a party who were seen in the
Queens County towards Ballintubbard. The troops marched in
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three columns, the right by the east of the bog, the centre by the
Monasterevan Road and the left by Ballintubbard there were no
appearance of the insurgents at this place the other two columns
fell in with them when the left infantry of both were sent into the bog
in pursuit of them in the meantime the left column passed the lawn
at Bert and meeting with enemy on the way drew it being closely
pursued about 100 of them were killed and on other parts of the
bog many more of them would have suffered but for the difficulty
the troops met with in getting through the bog being unacquainted
with the passes the remains of the body dispersed in all directions
the troops suffered no loss.
By now Athy was crowded with refugees from the surrounding
countryside. Despite the imposition of martial law, the rebels who refused
to surrender proved a constant threat to military and loyal civilians alike.
Having escaped to the hills and woods of the neighbouring countryside,
they made sporadic raids on private houses in search of food, drink
and arms. Any loyalists encountered on such raids were generally
despatched without mercy. John Jeffries, a native of Narraghmore who
had fled with his family to Athy, returned to his burnt out home to
salvage some personal belongings. He was murdered at 2 o’clock in the
day. Even within the relative safety of the garrisoned town of Athy, those
who sought its sanctuary were not always safe. One unfortunate man
from Narraghmore who had survived the rebel attacks on his village was
shot dead by a soldier – it was said, accidentally.
Some few days after the general surrender by the South Kildare rebels,
General Dundas ordered the Athy garrison to reinforce his troops in
Kilcullen. Athy was evacuated not only by the troops but also by all
the Protestant townspeople and refugees who felt unsafe without the
ever present protection of Campbell’s regular soldiers. Having marched
some miles on the road to Kilcullen, the local yeomanry were ordered
to return to Athy. Returning at night they were surprised to find that
while rebels had been waiting to attack the town, they had failed to do
so when the soldiers left, believing that the evacuation was a manoeuvre
designed to trap them. On the following day the rebels approached the
town but were easily dispersed.
Trial by court martial was a common occurrence in Athy during
the months of May and June. Seven men were tried, convicted and
hanged in the town in the early days of June. Six of these men were
from Narraghmore and had been arrested following the killing of John
Jeffries. The seventh man was named Bell, a graduate of Trinity College
who lived on the Curragh. One of the Narraghmore men was Daniel
Walsh, whose brother had been hanged at Naas a short time earlier.
On the day that Walsh and his companions were hanged, Rawson’s Loyal
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Athy Infantry erected a triumphal arch across the Barrow bridge under
which the convicted men had to pass on their way from the gaol in White’s
Castle to the place of execution. The prisoners were accompanied by a
Catholic priest who, when passing under the arch, rushed and knocked
down a yeoman named Molloy. Grabbing at an orange flag which was
hoisted on the arch, he pulled it down and trampled on it. We are told
that the Protestant yeoman did not react as might be expected as the
prisoners were escorted by members of the Waterford Militia whose rank
and file members were Catholics. The hangings took place at Croppy’s
Acre, located at the basin of the Grand Canal. Two of the seven were
beheaded and their heads placed on White’s Castle where it is claimed
by Patrick Kelly they served as targets for Rawson’s yeomanry who fired
at them from the adjoining Barrow bridge. The same yeomanry defaced
with sledges the coat of arms of the Geraldine family which was carved
on a large flagstone and embedded in the castle wall when the bridge
was rebuilt in 1796. The damaged stone can still be seen inset in the
south facing wall of White’s Castle.
In August 1798, information was given to Captain Rawson that the
Protestants of Athy were to be massacred while attending Sunday
service. The plan was to set fire to some cabins outside the town in the
hope of attracting the local yeomanry force to the scene. Three hundred
men, concealed in the yard of Walsh’s inn, were then to gain possession
of the Courthouse and White’s Castle while another group waiting at the
scene of the fire were to wipe out the yeomanry. Protestants attending
service in St. Michael’s Church in Emily Square were then to be
executed. Information of this alleged plot was sent by Rawson to Dublin
Castle, and 120 men of the Fermanagh militia were immediately sent
to Athy under the command of Major King. Arriving on the Saturday
evening, the day before the alleged planned massacre, their presence
was claimed by Rawson to have ensured the safety of the Protestant
minority in the town.
In October 1798 the Ancient Britons were billeted on the town and
Nicholas Ashe informed the Duke of Leinster that ‘the married men
brought their wives with them and also their families. In many places
they behaved with great insolence …The number of men amounted to
100, which with wives and children, became a heavy tax’.
Another alleged plot claimed the Catholics were to rise on the eve of
St. Thomas and massacre the loyalists of the town. This prompted the
Commander of the Ancient Britons, Major Wandle, to get his men off
the town and into the local Military barracks. The rumoured plot never
materialised and Major Wandle felt emboldened enough to threaten
to billet the soldiers out again on the townsfolk. The troops however
stayed in the Barracks but did take over the private stables in the town,
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including those owned and operated by the innkeepers Purcell and
Dooley. As a result the innkeepers suffered substantial losses according
to a letter written by Nicholas Ashe on January 25th, 1799.
Thomas J. Rawson in a letter to the Duke of Leinster dated June 13th,
1799 gave an interesting account of measures taken during 1798 to
protect the locals against attack by the rebels.
‘When Campbell commanded this Garrison he caused barriers of
hogsheads sods and earth to be made on the different approaches
and on the centre of the Bridge — he was ordered to evacuate
the Town and it was left for a long time to the sole protection of
the Yeomanry — weak and threatened as the Town then was
a large body of rebels having the next night approached within
100 perches of it, I considered it absolutely necessary to put up
temporary gates and a paling, at an expense of upwards of £50
out of my pocket — the town was protected. In November last
Capt. Nicholson and a company of the Cork City Militia were sent
here, he saw the sod work going to decay, he applied to General
Dundas, and by the Generals special directions (the Inhabitants
at large having subscribed a larger sum) strong walls of lime and
stone were added to my gates — two large piers and a strong
wall and platform were erected on the center of the bridge under
the direction of Capt. Nicholson. In the beginning of May last Gen.
Dundas inspected the Athy Inf. New made pikes had been recently
found in the back house of a rebel Capt. of the town, several new
schemes of insurrection were discovered, for which many have
been since convicted by Court Martial — the large House in the
Market Square was occupied by a noted rebel from the Co. of
Carlow and it appearing to the General, that the barrier on the
bridge, could be commanded from the house, he was pleased
to approve of the building a second wall to cover the men — I
neglected it for some time — on the account arriving, that a French
Fleet was out, and destined for this country, I concluded that the
town, would as before, be left to the Yeomanry. In a hurry I had
temporary walls ran up, merely doubling the former barrier, and
recollecting that for four months last summer we had lain on the
flag way on the bridge, in the open air with stones for our pillows
– I covered the walls with a temporary skid of boards which are
not even nailed on.’
We are told that the ‘vicinity of Athy remained peaceable’ during the
remainder of 1798. Loyalist militia still patrolled the countryside, not in
the hope of unearthing pikes or arms, but to display military strength to
the disaffected Catholics. The rebels made sporadic attacks on outlying
houses and one such attack on the home of Mrs Hannah Manders of
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Glassealy resulted in the death of four women and a nephew of Mrs.
Manders’. The same raiders, led by Matthew Kenna and James Murphy,
next turned their attention to Captain Rawson’s residence. The Captain
and his family were in Dublin and Glassealy House and its contents
were destroyed. Rawson seems to have aroused the hatred of many at
this time. His involvement in the floggings in Athy made him an obvious
target for attack by the rebels but a letter written by former Narraghmore
resident Maurice Keating from England on October 19th, 1798, adds
further to the description given of Rawson by Thomas Fitzgerald three
years later. Keating, who had left his house at Narraghmore in despair
at the turn of events in Ireland, wrote to the Duke of Leinster referring
to ‘that arch Robespierre Rawson, his cannibalism is beyond everything
you can form an idea of, especially his falsehood, his hypocrisy, his
malignity, his personal hatred to you and your friends and the extent of
his views in every species of wickedness.’
In 1799 Rawson received information regarding the involvement of a man
named John Whelan, known locally as ‘Black Top’, in the destruction
of his house. He proceeded to Athy where ‘Black Top’ was in hiding and
had the rebel’s place of refuge surrounded. ‘Black Top’s’ companion,
by name Fitzpatrick, was seized by Rawson’s son while attempting to
escape but Whelan managed to evade immediate capture and fled for
Monavullagh bog. Rawson pursued him and disabled him with a pistol
shot before he reached the safety of the bog. Whelan and Fitzpatrick
were later tried before a Court Martial in Carlow and sentenced to death
by hanging. An eyewitness account of their journey through Ballitore on
the way to the place of execution was given by Mary Leadbetter:
‘On a market day they passed through Ballitore, escorted by a
strong Military Guard, two men yet living, but in the same car were
their coffins. One had been convicted for burning the Courthouse
at Narraghmore, the other for the murder of Hannah Manders and
they were to suffer death at the places where their crimes had been
committed. One of the men hung his head weeping, the other looked
about as if stupified by terror. The march of the soldiers was slow
and solemn and the people in the market seemed afraid to notice
the prisoners’.
Rawson’s informant on that occasion and many other times in the future
was John Cranny of Athy, a former member of the United Irishmen who
had been involved in the night raid on the Mander’s. In addition to
naming Kenna and Murphy as members of the gang which destroyed
Glassealy House and murdered the Manders, Cranny also named ten
more of his companions on that fateful night of September 25th, 1798.
They were James Maloney and Owen Kane of Battlemount, a deserter
from the Antrim Militia called Antrim John, John Dale and Michael
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Smyth, both deserters from the Militia, Denis Bryan, Michael Howard,
John Whelan (already executed), James Neal, all of Narraghmore and
James Kearney of the Ballitore area. Howard, Kane and Bryan were
soon arrested. Brought to trial at the assizes, they were sentenced to
death by Judge Kelly and subsequently beheaded at Glassealy near the
scene of their recent crimes.
The remainder of 1799 was relatively quiet. The Athy rebels, disheartened
and disillusioned, saw their organisation rendered ineffective by
informers who kept the authorities posted on every rebel move. Defeats
at Wexford and elsewhere laid bare the inadequacy of the United
Irishmen’s planning, training and armoury. The unsuccessful rebellion
resulted in the abolition of the Irish Parliament and the passing of the
Act of Union. The summer of 1798 witnessed brutal events which had a
lasting and profound effect on religious and political allegiances in this
country. In time they helped shape the Ireland of today.
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40 Years of History and Archaeology

Rathmichael Historical Society
Rob Goodbody, Rathmichael Historical Society
Rathmichael is a small rural area in the south-eastern part of County
Dublin. It was also a medieval parish and it would be better known for
the modern village and housing area of Shankill, just to the north of
Bray.
Forty years ago, Shankill was a small village, with a few mid-twentieth
century housing estates, and with several nineteenth century villas of
the gentry spread around it. Some of these were still occupied by the
families that had lived there for several generations and many still had
great influence in the area.
This was a place that was in transition – the modern housing had
changed the rural flavour and brought in outsiders, with a more urban
background, while the older mix of fine villas and prosperous farms still
maintained their prominence.
It was in this context, in 1972, that the Rathmichael Historical Society
was born. A group of people met together to set up a local society that
would foster an interest in the history and archaeology of the area,
and this resulted in the usual committee and an outing to explore the
historical sites in the locality.
The three principal figures in this initiative were Kathleen Turner, Joan
Delany and Gerard Slevin — though others were involved and lent their
energy and enthusiasm to the initial establishment of the society, just
as a succession of committee members has done ever since.
Kathleen Turner was an extraordinary woman. In her youth she had her
own aeroplane and her own yacht, had been an accomplished musician
and a painter. She was widowed shortly after her marriage during the
war and had settled in a large house in Shankill, where she developed a
strong interest in the history of the area. Visiting all of the archaeological
sites, getting to know the way around various libraries, reading books
and gathering information from those who lived around her, she built
up an in-depth knowledge of her adopted home area.
Joan Delany was a very different person, but, like Mrs Turner, she had
her strongly-developed interests and a determination to follow them
through. Her particular interests were archaeology and architecture.
Joan had grown up in the general locality, and after her marriage she
and her architect husband had built a house in Shankill in the early
1950s. Joan had pursued her interest in archaeology by working on
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archaeological excavations in England and was a very active member of
several organisations devoted to archaeology and antiquities.
Gerard Slevin was the Chief Herald of Ireland, a post which he had
held since 1954, and continued to hold until his retirement in 1981. He
brought to the new society his obvious enthusiasm for genealogy and
family history, and also a strong sense of organisational and procedural
matters that helped to formalise the structure of the new society.
Initially the society was named “Rathmichael Historical and
Archaeological Society” in recognition of the name of the parish, while
also referring to the most significant archaeological site in the area, at
the old Rathmichael church, where there was the ruin of the church
and of a round tower, as well as a collection of carved stones. The first
activity organised for the society was an outing to the Rathmichael
church site, led by Mrs Turner, and the first lecture to the society was
given by the archaeologist Paddy Healy on the topic of Old Rathmichael.
In recognition of the most significant industrial remains in the locality,
a second outing that summer brought the society to the old lead works
and chimney nearby at Ballycorus, and this was the topic for the second
lecture, given by William Dick.
Once the Rathmichael Historical Society, as it was to become known,
was up and running, Joan Delany put forward her idea for running
courses in archaeology. This had been an idea Joan had wanted to
pursue for some time, as she believed that there was scope for volunteers
to work on archaeological excavations, but there was nowhere that they
could get any training to prepare them for this. The first Field Course
in Archaeology was run by the society in August 1975, when twentytwo participants attended lectures, and were taught the basics of field
surveys at Shankill Castle and Rathmichael hill fort, under the tutelage
of the eminent archaeologist Marcus O hEochaidhe.
This course continued on an annual basis and in 1979 moved to a
higher plane, when the society began an archaeological excavation,
under a licence obtained by archaeologist Betty O’Brien. By this time
the course was being directed by archaeologist Leo Swan and a series of
evening lectures was run as an additional element to what had become
the Rathmichael Summer School. Many of the leading names in Irish
archaeology taught on the day-time course or lectured in the evening
sessions, or both.
The summer school continued with archaeological excavations,
beginning with eight seasons at an early church site at Ballyman, near
Shankill, and ending in the early 1990s with two seasons at Drimnagh
Castle under archaeologist Claire Mullins. In between these there were
five seasons at Dundrum Castle, Co. Dublin, which was the high point
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of the society’s excavations, again under the auspices of archaeologist
Betty O’Brien. Throughout this time the summer school was running
two field courses a year, often with more than thirty trainees on each,
as well as the evening lecture series.
Excavations at the summer school came to an end in the early 1990s,
when changes to the basis on which licences for excavations were
issued made the process more difficult for a volunteer group relying on
income from students and fundraising. Instead, a number of courses
in archaeological field work, without excavation, were run for a time,
together with some very successful and well-attended courses in local
history research.
Although the Rathmichael Summer School no longer includes day-time
courses, the evening lecture series still continues, and at this stage
has experienced nearly two hundred lectures from some of Ireland’s
most eminent archaeologists and medieval historians over nearly forty
years. A significant number of the students from the courses over the
years have gone on to make their professions in archaeology or related
subjects.
In the early 1980s founder-member Kathleen Turner produced a guide
to the antiquities of the barony of Rathdown, in which Rathmichael is
located. This was published by the society in 1983. It was a very useful
work, and sold out relatively quickly. A second edition also sold out and
the book has been out of print for many years.
Aside from the summer school the Rathmichael Historical Society
continues its yearly programmes of evening lectures and summer outings,
as well as holding an annual weekend outing to some other location in
Ireland. The membership profile is unusual, and has always included a
significant number of people from outside the local Rathmichael area,
often far afield, and this is a legacy of the summer schools that helped
to put the Rathmichael Historical Society on the map.
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Looking South, Facing North —
Challenges Ahead for local history
Johnny Dooher – Federation for Ulster Local Studies
In these days of big anniversaries and commemorations the stories of
local events and people are liable to get sidelined and forced to the
inside pages. We all know, however, that knowledge of the local is vitally
important in the overall picture of happenings and can only be ignored
at society’s peril. The Titanic may have been the unsinkable that did
not quite live up to the expectations of the owners but what would her
story be without the hundreds of shipyard workers involved in her
construction or the thousands who were impacted by her sinking. So
it is often within the local that the real stories originate and make an
impact and this is where the community or parish history society can
play such a vital role in preserving the heritage of the ordinary people of
Ireland and elsewhere.
The member societies of the Federations of North and South have
worked hard to build up the story of the localities and to demonstrate
that local does matter in the big scheme of things. A recent joint project
is the evocatively titled ‘Hidden Gems and Forgotten People’ and those
who have participated in the programme are astounded at the level of
popular approval that it has generated and how it can act as a stimulus
for bringing back to prominence the’ nobody’ people who helped shape
the lives of hundreds of others. It has the potential to become a massive
hit at local level and a source of pride to communities that have been
largely ignored in the bigger picture of important happenings. The
message for societies and other groups has to be, seek help, get involved
and keep working.
After years of working together in a piecemeal fashion it is perhaps
high time for the two Federations to develop a common brand to help
sell the value of researching and promoting local heritage. In the early
years of the late 1980s and early 1990s it was a matter of infrequent
get-togethers on visits and the occasional seminar of common interest
and many of the more senior members among the current leaders have
fond memories of the process of getting to know these brethren from
across the divides. Visits to Iona to follow the Colmcille trail or trips to
Wexford to bloodlessly re-enact the events of the ’98 were important
bridge builders in an era when such exchanges were so necessary while
more recent trips to the Boyne and to Stormont have helped cement
a sense of oneness and deeper understanding. Sleeping in a former
Catholic seminary in Louvain may have been a cathartic experience
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for some, just as standing on the hallowed steps of Stormont or dining
in the former bear-pit that was Belfast City Hall may have been for
others. Firm friendships have been forged and identities questioned and
accepted.
Following on from the success of such interaction there has been some
questioning of how meaningful would such joint enterprises continue to
be and whether efforts should be targeted at moving further. What do
both Federations gain from such contacts and how much do member
societies benefit. What about all those societies who rarely if ever
participate in visits and opportunities for meeting up? Do they see
no purpose in such activities or are there other constraints that the
Federations have not addressed? This writer finds that attendance at
the AGM’s of the ‘southern’ Federation is a marvellous opportunity to
meet and discuss, listen and learn, and it is seems a pity that more
cannot be made of such opportunities. But perhaps we have become
so used to such interaction that we do not recognise how difficult it
might be for others to break into the circle. Is this something that the
joint meetings might take into consideration at one of their forthcoming
meetings.
In the years ahead there are certain to be many commemorations and
publications on divided loyalties, armed insurrections and cold blooded
executions and it will be important that local history societies and their
leaders can contribute to these debates. How ready are we to shed our
inherited viewpoints on personalities and events in the years 1912 22 and seek to understand the motivations of others from a different
tradition? Should we get involved in the debate about the divisive
questions of nationalism and unionism and seek to bring these out into
the open or should we allow the academics and the politicians to point
the way for us all? Can a study of the localities in this era of rebellion
and revolution contribute to a widening of our horizons and a deepening
of our understanding of others? How do we approach such difficult
issues and do something to resolve them?
It is clear then that there is much to be done in plotting our way though
the morass that lies ahead and a challenge for local history societies
and their leaders to help contribute to the learning processes. Nothing
very radical needs to be attempted at the beginning and we can look
forward to further joint visits and the explorations of our rich heritages.
But new thinking might also be very welcome. Should we plan a
greater exchange of speakers to enable both sides to hear each other’s
viewpoints? Should we plan joint seminars to forward the processes
of interaction and understanding? Is there scope for joint publications
that will enable the wider public to get a clearer picture of what local
historians are doing to bridge the gaps? Clearly there is ample scope for
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the joint committee of the Federations to meet and discuss and come up
with a programme that meets some if not all of the challenges ahead. Let
us go forward to meet the challenges of the years ahead, confident that
we have established sound foundations and forged strong and enduring
links.

Johnny Dooher, FULS; Canon Sean O’Doherty, FLHS; Betty Quinn, FLHS; John Hulme,
FULS; J. J. Woods and Larry Breen, FLHS; Liam Devlin, FULS
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Be Proud of Your Accent.
Brendan Matthews, Old Drogheda Historical Society
Over the past fifteen to twenty years or so, localized accents or dialects
have been fading rapidly as a symbol of our identity in Ireland. In the
past, people from different areas could identify where they came from
through their accents, not only from different parts of the country,
but from different counties, different parishes and even different
townlands.
Today, more and more people speak with the same type of artificial, false
accent, a trend which began in the south, greater-Dublin area during
the early to mid 1990`s and in a strange sort of way, many people today,
especially the youth, are almost ashamed to speak with the beautiful
accent with which they were brought up and which identifies them to a
particular part of the country..
A dialect is any variety of a language spoken by a people within a
community who share a common bond with each other; a sense of
belonging characterised by systematic differences from other varieties of
the same language and, usually, within an area defined by geographical
boundaries.
It also defines us as to who we are, where we have come from and
what makes us different from other locations throughout the country
and what brought millions of Irish people together when they left the
shores of the Emerald Isle; much of it under oppression from a foreign
imperialism who, among other things, believed that we couldn’t speak
the “proper” King’s or Queen’s English.
Everyone speaks with an accent because an accent is simply a way of
pronouncing words. Localised dialect on the other hand is quite different
and very unique to all parts of Ireland. The local dialect, whether you
are pronouncing your `th`s, your `g`s or your `r`s, is also part of who we
are and where we have come from; it is part of the community in which
we live, where we belong and how we are identified.
The lilt of the Irish language and accent is a treasure to behold and
the envy of many that incorporates thousands of localised dialects
throughout the country. In my own parish of Stamullen there are
seventeen townlands; ancient place-names of smaller communities and
even today it is still possible to detect who may be from a particular
townland by slight differences in the dialect.
Metaphorically speaking, we are natives of the Gaelic tongue, we don’t
pronounce the `th` sound in the Gaelic language and, incidentally, a
German visitor to the town of Drogheda in 1843, Johann Kohl, remarked
that he had found that the people of the area were speakers of the
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native tongue. With an industrial town, such as Drogheda with hugely
important links to England particularly the northern part of England
for more than eight-hundred years, again it was inevitable that the local
dialect was going to be unique and one that the people of Drogheda
should be very proud of as it is part of their history, culture and heritage
and now, at a time of protecting our heritage, when we are losing a
vast amount of it; should we really bow down and lose our localised
accents as well? And all because some people may feel ashamed and or
embarrassed by it. Sounds like a Class distinction to me!
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Royal Society of Antiquaries of
Ireland
The Society was founded in 1849 in Kilkenny ‘to preserve, examine and
illustrate all ancient monuments and memorials of the arts, manners
and customs of the past, as connected with the antiquities, language,
literature and history of Ireland.’
As a result of its origins in 19th Century antiquarianism the Society
is rather unique in terms of learned Societies in this Country in that
it crosses several disciplines (Archaeology, History, Folklore, Local
History) and is open to members with an academic, research or even
general interest in all of these areas.
The Society is primarily a voluntary-run organisation, with two parttime staff, and is reliant on its members to fund its activities and
developments. Together with the Director and Librarian the affairs of
the Society are conducted by the president, officers and council.
As the owner and occupier of a fine Georgian House the Society takes great
pride in Society House, and is constantly working to maintain, improve
and upgrade the building. Recent projects have included improvements
to the structure of the house, the interiors of the library and office, and
the recent project the restoration of the Georgian garden.
As the Society was founded prior to the existence of a National Museum
it was a natural repository for artefacts of historic importance. Many
of the artefacts which were donated to the Society were subsequently
entrusted to the NMI and form part of its primary collection.
The Society’s goals are achieved through the Society’s annual programme
of lectures, talks and excursions and by the publication of its journal,
received by all members.
The Journal is an annual
publication, which has
been published since
1849. Membership of
the Society also entitles
all members to JSTOR
access of the Ireland
collection.

Larry Breen, FLHS and Niamh McCabe, RSAI
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on Irish history, antiquities and archaeological and historical journals
published in Ireland, Great Britain and on the continent.
Examples of collections:
Among the most historically significant of the Society’s holdings are the
mid nineteenth-century sketch-books compiled by George Du Noyer,
artist and employee of the Geological Survey.This collection consists of
over 2,000 individual drawings.
Other important collections include
• the numerous photographs of monuments that were compiled
by the Clare antiquarian and former Society president, Thomas
J. Westropp, in the 1880s to early 1900s
• the photographs of Dublin slums in 1913 by John Cooke recently
published in Christiaan Corlett’s Darkest Dublin book
• the manuscript notes compiled by Francis Elrington Ball as
preparatory work for his multivolume history of the county of
Dublin as well as some of his notes on the life of Dean Jonathan
Swift;
• copies of all of the volumes of the Memorials of the Dead project,
together with some of the original records and tomb-rubbings;
• records from some of the post-mediaeval corporation books of
the Dublin weavers’ guild;
• Corporation books of some town in Co. Kilkenny.
Talk and lectures:
The Society has an annual programme of varied talks and lectures.
Lectures take place on the last Thursday of each month and talks on
the first Monday of the month. Details of the
calendar of events can be found here: http://
rsai.ie/#events
Society House also includes a fully equipped
modern basement level lecture room directly
accessible from the street, first floor meeting
rooms, all of which are available for rent by
groups for events.
The Society welcomes all visitors and new
members!
Niamh McCabe
Director
For further info see: www.rsai.ie or follow us
on twitter (@rsainews)
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Establishing a Local History
Society
The Federation was founded in November 1981 to promote:
• the education of its own members, and the general public in
local history, archaeology, folk-lore and folk-life;
• the conservation of our historical heritage;
• the researching of local history;
• the cultivation of an awareness of the need for standards;
• through concerted action, a forum for discussion, mutual
cooperation between member societies, publications and
similar means.
It is in keeping with these aims that this information is produced, hoping
it will enable interested but isolated local historians to get together and
establish their own society to join the societies already affiliated to the
Federation.
Why Bother?
• A Georgian building falls in a cloud of dust.
• A bronze age cist is razed by an earth mover.
• Mediaeval monastic stonework is smashed by vandals.
• Your blood boils — you feel so helpless at the destruction of
our National Heritage.
But do you even pause to think that our heritage of knowledge — the
evidence of why things are as they are today — is also diminished by
the hour as elderly people take their unrecorded folk memories to the
grave or as redundant business records are conveyed to the tiphead or
the incinerator.
Can anything be done? Can you do anything to preserve this perishable,
transient and irreplaceable heritage?
The handful of professional historians simply cannot hope to ensure
the systematic preservation of local historical material. There is need
for their work to be supplemented by a veritable army of amateur local
historians in every district – as individuals or in groups — studying,
recording and interpreting the historical facts which make our towns
and countryside what they are today.
Moreover, local historians, by creating an enlightened opinion to influence
policy makers and developers alike, can ensure that the preservation of
what is valuable in our physical heritage will be a matter of consensus
rather than controversy.
And history need not be a boring or an elitist interest! It is serious
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— yes! — but relaxing and enjoyable. Finding a solution to a local
mystery, swapping nostalgic memories with fellow historians, mutual
sharing of knowledge, experiencing the camraderie, the friendships are
so rewarding! Purists may be shocked — but history can be fun!

Why Local History Societies?
While many historians pursue their interest individually, most find it
useful to link with others.
Research has little end product unless it results in the presentation of
the material in lecture, booklet or exhibition form — all of which involve
organisation.
Personal contact with others affords an opportunity to exchange news
of discoveries and to cross-check information, while membership
of an historical society authenticates approaches to strangers for
information.
Most of all, organisation ensures a pre-agreed direction to its members’
activities, affords mutual support and encouragement, ensures a social
dimension and provides a contact point for people of similar interests.
Not surprising then has been the phenomenal growth in recent years
in the number of local historical societies. About 70 groups are now
affiliated to the Federation of Local History Societies, while others exist
who have not yet affiliated.
Lack of specific education, or prior interest in affairs historical, should
be no barrier to joining a society. Most members Join to find out — just
for the sheer joy of it, and in pleasant social company many soon find
themselves engaged in research or making some other contribution.

Establishing a Society in Six Easy Stages
If there is no local history society in your area, why not start one?
This suggestion is not made in jest; there is a certain basic procedure,
already tried and tested, for setting up clubs and societies. All that is
required is:
• to get interested people to the same place at the same time.
• to get them to agree on general aims.
• to establish an arrangement to enable these aims to be
pursued.
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Now for the Six Steps
1. Contact others who share your desire to establish a society.
(a) fix a time and place to meet
(b) get the message around, through local paper, notices in
shops, church notices, notice in library, etc.
2. Prepare in advance some suggestions as Society objectives and for
events to be held — and also how to organise them.
3. Put the suggestions to the meeting and whatever they decide ensure
that someone is given the task of carrying out the decisions.

Things Don’t Just Happen, They Have to be Made
Happen
4. Establish an ad hoc (temporary) committee and ad hoc officers for,
say, a period of three to six months, during which time rules can
be drawn up and members can get to know each other’s strengths
and weaknesses so that mistakes will not be made when formal
elections take place. Arrange date for the next meeting.
5. To maintain interest launch the first event as soon as possible —
say a public lecture, on a subject with wide appeal, preferably by an
established speaker.
6. At this lecture — and at every other opportunity — take names
and addresses of people interested in committee membership or
otherwise supporting the society.

Typical Functions of an Historical Society
While activities vary from area to area, most local history societies work
on similar lines.
Nearly all societies organise lectures and outings, publish a newsheet,
journal or series of papers, and hold displays and exhibitions.
Some may erect plaques to mark locations of historic interest; some work
to preserve historic monuments, buildings, site and similar features.
Many encourage local history projects in schools.
Most do local historical research.
Some societies, using the help of AnCO or other agencies, carry out
historical surveys and do restoration work.
And some particularly well organised groups, run a local heritage centre
or museum.
All activities seek to promote an interest in local history and an awareness
of its importance to the local community.
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Checklist for Public Lectures
Nearly all societies hold public lectures. A copy of the check list on the
next page, suitably adapted and completed in advance, can ensure
peace of mind, and confidence that there will be no embarrassing
gremlins or omissions. It should be revised as circumstances
change.

Sample Check List for Public Lectures
ITEM
PERSON ASSIGNED
A Advertising
1. Posters
2. Church Announcements
3. Parish Newsletters
4. Irish Times What’s On Today
5. Neighbouring Societies
6. Active Retirement Club
B Lecturer
1. Confirm in writing
2. Check equipment needed
C Meeting
1. Phone School during day
2. Open Hall [7.20] and set up chairs, etc
3. Receive Subs at door
4. Bring change for door
5. Act as Host/Hostess for visiting lecturer
6. Buy Book Token
7. Organise Vote of Thanks
8. Bring Keys
9. Bring Lectern
10. Bring electric fires
11. Bring Urn
12. Bring tea-pots
13. Bring slide projector
14. Bring Overhead Projector
15. Bring Screen
16. Bring tea, milk & sugar, etc
17. Sell Literature
18. Bring cups, etc
19. Serve teas
20. Bring extension cable
21. Bring 3-way plug
22. Control maximum electrical load
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23. Bring leaflet to advertise next meeting
24. Bring membership lists
25.
Bring spare lecture script,
Committee

Meetings

1. Start on time and finish on time
2. Have a prepared list of items to be discussed — an Agenda —
and adhere to it.
3. Chairperson to plan the meeting in advance, allocating the
amount of time to be spent on each item and stick to these
timings more or less during the meeting so that there will be
time left to discuss every item on the Agenda.
4. Members to maintain the discipline of keeping to the point
under discussion and particularly, not to re-open things
already dealt with.
5. At the end of the discussion on each item, some decision must
be taken — either to do something or to note something or even
to do nothing which is still a decision.
6. If the decision is to do something, someone must be given the
job of doing it; otherwise it won’t happen.
7. At a future meeting, people must account for the jobs they were
given.
8. A record of decisions and who was to carry them out must be
kept.

Where to go for Further Information
Federation of Local History Societies, c/o Rothe House, Kilkenny. The
Federation will put you in touch with other societies in your area, and
through its own meetings and seminars provide support information.
For research information, start with your local library, particularly for
bibliographies related to your locality and to the study of local history.
The following contact addresses should also be of value to local
historians:
Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland,
63 Merrion Square, Dublin, 2.
[01] 761749
The Architectural Archive,
63 Merrion Square, Dublin 2.
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An Taisce,
Tailors’ Hall, Back Lane, Dublin, 8.
[01]54176
National Library,
Kildare Street, Dublin, 2.
[01] 765521
Public Record Office,
Four Courts, Dublin, 7.
[01] 733833
State Paper Office,
Dublin Castle. Dublin, 2.
[01] 792777
Registry of Deeds,
Henrietta Street, Dublin, 1.
[01] 7333 00
National Museum,
Kildare Street, Dublin, 2.
[01] 765521
Royal Irish Academy,
19, Dawson Street, Dublin, 2.
[01] 762570
The Universities also possess archives containing records valuable to
local historical research.

A Word of Warning on Research
Researchers visiting the major archival sources in Dublin should —
to limit frustration to a reasonable level — request access in advance,
know precisely what they wish to research, and most of all allow plenty
of time because archival research is unbelievably time consuming,
Bibliographies should be obtained from your local library — but here
are a few suggestions:
Tracing the Past by William Nolan as a general guide to sources
The Resource Source Guide to History around You from the Environmental
Awareness Bureau — from which some extracts have been taken (with
our gratitude) for this booklet.
Committee Procedures for Voluntary Organisations — National Social
Service Board, £1.00.
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Hidden Gems — Forgotten People
Website: www.hidden-gems.eu
Introduction:
The website is the outcome of a joint project of the Federation of Local
History Societies and the Federation for Ulster Local Studies. Its purpose
is to draw attention to and celebrate some of the lesser known but
interesting places and buildings in our island; those often overlooked
in tourist brochures or guided tours, and of the many interesting and
often inspiring individuals not known outside their own locality whose
stories are untold or forgotten.
It is an open ended project in that we intend to continue to add new
places and people as they are identified and passed to us for inclusion.
The initial selection was provided by member societies from both
Federations and we are grateful to them for their work in compiling the
information.
As new articles are added they will be listed on New Gems & People
page
How to Contribute:
The following guidelines aim to help people to compile information in
common format.
• The topic should be on one A4 page.
• Name of the History Group/Society/Individual.
• Place/Person name
• Images: Scanned photographs or digital camera photos at as
high as resolution as possible. Colour or b/w if this was the
original print. Send images separately from the text i.e. do not
embed in the document unless the text/image is an image in
itself.
• Location of place
• Text giving the story behind the subject. Up to 300 words
• Type the page in word document
When completed send to:
• Federation of Local History Societies:
Larry Breen , 8 The Paddocks, Naas, Co. Kildare. E-mail
larrybreen8@eircom.net
or
• Federation for Ulster Local Studies:
Pat Devlin , 18 Ardmore Drive, Downpatrick, Co. Down,
BT306JU. E-mail info@fuls.org.uk
A joint project of the Federation for Ulster Local Studies and the
Federation of Local History Societies
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Inside the magazine on Rocky Island

A group of us from Ballincollig Heritage Association went to Rocky
Island in Cork Harbour this summer to look at the former gunpowder
magazine which has been transformed into the Island Crematorium.
The magazine was constructed in 1808 as a facility for storing up to
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25,000 barrels of gunpowder, manufactured at the Royal Ballincollig
Gunpowder Mills. At this time, Britain was a major colonial power and
Cork harbour was an important anchorage for the naval fleet as its size
and narrow mouth made it ideal for refuge and defence.
We entered through an archway cut into the surrounding bedrock
and found ourselves in a courtyard giving access to the building. The
magazine, one of two that were originally constructed, consisted of three
high brick-lined vaults which have been sympathetically remodelled
into lobby and offices, chapel and crematorium.
The question of how magazines were lit was answered on our visit. Here
there were passages running along each side of the magazine where
lights were installed. Embrasures inside the magazine allowed light to
filter in from these passages. It was an unforgettable visit.

North Wexford Historical Society
Possibly the newest historical society to be founded in the country at
present, North Wexford Historical Society started in August 2011. A
group of interested historians gathered and decided that there was a
huge demand in the Gorey area for a society to be established that would
promote history in all its forms and through innovative techniques help
include all members of the locality. In an astonishing response from
the community, over one hundred members have joined. Several high
profile speakers have already given talks to the society including Dr. Ida
Milne, Peadar McArdle and Dr. Aidan Breen.
The society has aimed to include local and national topics of interest in
their programmes for the benefit of their members. Field trips take place
during the summer months. This year a trip to heritage sites around
the Clonmel area was planned. Articles have featured in the local
newspapers and in historical magazines that have attracted interest
from all corners of the globe. A proposal for the Market House in Gorey
to be made into a Heritage Centre was lodged with the County Council
in the Spring of this year. The society has been well published through
posters, radio announcements and a Facebook page.
This is only the beginning for North Wexford Historical Society and
we have a local oral history project planned involving students from
secondary schools who will interview members of the community. The
digitisation of records is another project to be completed as well as a
booklet compiling the history of Gorey’s people, buildings and historic
areas.
Further details: log on to facebook.com/northwexfordhistoricalsociety
or e-mail northwexfordhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
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Cloyne Literary and Historical
Society
On the 16th of June 2012, Sir Richard Longfield woke up in a good
mood. On that day, a group from Cloyne was coming to visit his former
property, Longueville House of Mallow, now owned by the O’Callaghan
family — a change that he has learned to accept and appreciate.
It was by no means the only time that visitors were expected. Back in
his days, it was so common to have several guests that he had expanded
the original building (built in 1720) as soon as he was able to afford it.
That was when he became Lord Longueville, in 1795.
He always had a special affection for Cloyne, having spent part of his
childhood in Castlemary. He had even requested that his remains were
to be buried in the Cloyne Cathedral.
With a big smile, he followed the visitors outside, where William
O’Callaghan explained his gardening methods. They took the longest
path, and Sir Richard was not used to so much walking; however, he
felt rewarded by the interest they showed in the place.
Then, they went for lunch and he settled himself comfortably in the big
chandelier, from which the view on the large dining room was particularly
enchanting. The group chatted happily while trays of food, real pieces of
art, were brought in. After nodding in approval, Sir Richard fell asleep.

Bray Cualann Historical Society
January 2012
There was a large attendance at the Thursday January 19th AGM in the
Bray Chamber of Commerce House, 10 Prince of Wales Tce., Quinsboro
Road, Bray. The annual report of the out-going committee covering a very
busy 2011 and the financial report placed before members for review
and discussion, were adopted unanimously. Elected as committee for
the coming year were Colm McCormack, Brian White, Jim Lynch, May
Harte, Eva Sutton, Sybil Connolly, Nancy Mahony, and James Scannell.
A special surprise presentation was made to Jim Lynch who was made
an Honorary Member of the Society in recognition of his many years of
devoted service to it and for his outstanding and exceptional work in coordinating all the works associated with the production of the journal
launched in February 2011. Photographer Aoife Hester presented a
stunning array of views of Bray in her presentation ‘Images of Bray’
featuring a marvellous selection of Bray views taken all the year around,
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some of which were in black & white. The evening concluded with an
illustrated presentation by Brian White on ‘The Brabazons: From Belgium
to Bray’ in which he traced the history of the family and its branches,
family homes, including links to the Downton Abbey television series
and Radio Officer Phillips of RMS Titanic.
February 2012
At the first meeting of the incoming committee on February 7th those
elected to fill the officer posts of the Society were:
Chairperson
Brian White
Hon. Secretary
May Harte
Hon. Treasurer
Jim Lynch
Membership Secretary
Nancy Mahony
Hon. P.R.O.
James Scannell
After the meeting James Scannell accepted an offer from the committee
to serve as Vice-Chairman in addition to his existing role as P.R.O.
Kevin Meade was the guest speaker for the Thursday February 16th
meeting at which he presented his illustrated lecture ‘A Look Back in
Time – Bray & District Motor Cycle Club’ in which he outlined how the
Club came to be formed in the early 1950’s as a Touring Club and some
of the events they held. The Club then became affiliated to the Motor
Cycle Union of Ireland and a Motor Cycle Scramble was held in May
1954 — in later years other events were in Fassaroe. The Club then
developed into a mainly sporting club which ultimately led to its demise
– no efforts were ever subsequently made to revive it. Kevin recalled
various stories of the Club and its members with contributions from
the audience who discovered what it was like to be a motor cyclist in
the 1950’s and 1960’s when traffic levels were not as heavy as they are
today. Past members were remembered with fondness at this evening of
nostalgia and recollection. The meeting concluded with the screening by
Brian White of a previously unseen image of Bray painted by an artist
in the early 1800’s – the original painting is part of a private collection
and the image of it was screened by his kind permission.
March 2012
Leading historian and genealogist Ms. Joan Sharkey from the Raheny
Heritage Society was the guest speaker for the Thursday March 15th
meeting at which she presented her illustrated lecture ‘The Guinness
Family and & St. Anne’s, Raheny’ during which she traced the origins
and establishment of St. Anne’s Estate in Dublin by the famous Guinness
family in 1835, the various acquisitions and developments to it by other
members of the Guinness family, a process that continued into the
1930’s, until it was acquired by agreement with Dublin Corporation
after 2 years of negotiations. In her talk Ms. Sharkey revealed that
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originally the estate had been called St. Ann’s but that over time the
spelling changed to St. Anne’s. The house St. Anne’s was destroyed
by fire in 1943 and the shell of the building was finally demolished in
1968. Ms. Sharkey screened a vast selection of illustrations showing the
estate and the buildings associated with it including a selection of maps
showing how the land holdings changed at intervals resulting in the
evolvement of the current estate, which is now the second largest public
park in Dublin and currently administered by Dublin City Council.
Brian White represented the Society on Saturday March 31st at the 8th
Local History Group organised by Dublin City Library and Archives at
which he presented his paper ‘Maps Before SatNav; a look at maps of
Bray, North Wicklow and Dublin, 1500 to 1930.’
April 2012
On Saturday April 14th James Scannell gave two afternoon talks in
Bray Library. The first looked at ‘Easter in Co. Wicklow 100 years Ago
(1912)’ while the second remembered ‘John Joseph Lambe: A Co. Wicklow
Victim of the RMS Titanic Disaster.’ Award winning RTE cameraman
Godfrey Graham was the guest speaker for the April 19th meeting at
which he recalled “40 Years Behind The Lens”. In this wide ranging
and engrossing talk he spoke about his parents and grandparents, who
were leading Dublin ballroom dancing instructors, before progressing
to how he became interested in photography and later filmmaking. He
obtained a job in RTE, when it was starting up, as a film assembly editor,
prior to advancing to film cameraman, and the spirit of adventure that
pervaded RTE in the early years. He spoke at length on some of the
programmes he had worked on and the many personalities that were
featured in them which included David Lean, Robert Mitchum, Princess
Grace of Monaco, Patrick Kavanagh and a whole host of other people.
The meeting also observed a minute’s silence in memory of the sole
Co. Wicklow casualty of the RMS Titanic sinking – John James Lambe
from Old Boleys, returning as a second class passenger to his sister in
Providence, Rhode Island.
May 2012
The Society concluded its Spring programme of monthly lecture on
Thursday May 19th with a presentation by Dr. Mike Cronin, author of
‘Doesn’t Time Fly: Aer Lingus – Its History’, and Academic Director of
Boston College – Ireland, on ‘From Small Pitches to Big Stadia – A History
of Sport in Ireland’ in which he traced the evolution and development
of sport in Ireland starting with the transition from playing in fields to
the purpose built stadia of today. He progressed to the evolution and
spread of the various sports played in Ireland and then spoke about the
local clubs in the Bray area. He concluded by discussing a unique way
in which an early stadium used by Arsenal F.C. has been preserved by
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incorporating it into a housing development, something that could be
emulated in Ireland. On Sunday May 27th the annual one-day outing
went to Cos. Kilkenny and Carlow, with a visit to Callan, birthplace of
Edmund Rice, where members received a guided tour of Callan and
District, and Kells, concluding with a visit to the Delta Sensory Garden
in Carlow before returning to Bray.
June 2012
As part of the Arcadia Festival in Bray, organised by the Mermaid Arts
Centre, which ran from June 8th to June 17th in various venues around
Bray, on Wednesday June 13th Brian White presented a ‘Bray Harbour
Talk’ talk in the Harbour Bar while on Saturday June 6th James Scannell
gave a Reading in Bray Library from the ‘Memories of Bray Diary’ which
containing memories of Bray collected from the public in a public diary
in Bray Library.

Fassadinan History Society
The society was founded in Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny in 1984 so we
will be celebrating our 25th anniversary next year. Fassadinan is one
of the nine baronies in the county. Barony names are seldom used
by officialdom to-day so by using the term ‘Fassadinan’ the founding
members of the society were attempting to preserve the old name and also
to encompass the history of the whole neighbourhood of Castlecomer.
The same principle applies to the latest activity of the society – researching
the old field-names in the context of the Townlands Project. This is
important and valuable work as field names are part of our collective
culture. According to Alan Counihan, author of A Field Name Research
Handbook, Two Streams Press, 2011),While field name research is of
great value to any group or community that undertakes such work, deeply
enriching the experience of place, it also has a national value especially in
the areas of comparative studies. Field Name projects are being carried
out throughout the country, including Cork, Kerry, Meath and Clare
and already there are several parishes in Co. Kilkenny which have been
surveyed.
The Castlecomer project started in the townland of Kiltown and the
completed map was on display in our local library during Heritage Week.
There has been an enthusiastic response and offers of involvement have
come in from residents of six other townlands. Looks like a busy winter
ahead!
Máire Downey, BA (OU), Ph.D, NUIM.
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St. Mochua’s Historical Society
St. Mochua’s Historical Society, Timahoe, has seen several changes in
2012. Firstly our esteemed Chairman of nineteen years, Owen Denneny,
decided to step down. His place has been taken by Carmel Darcy from
Blackwood who hopes to continue the good work started by Owen. The
Society wished to honour Owen in some small way and as one of his
interests is in the Titanic it was decided to present him with a Titanic
Commemorative Medal.
Our year continued with meetings and talks on various subjects
between January and May. In June the Society had a very successful
trip to Arigna Mines and in July our outing took us to Kilmainham
Jail, Islandbridge Memorial Gardens and Farmleigh. These trips prove
very popular with our members and on both days we were blessed with
glorious weather.
The Society had not been directly involved in Heritage Week up to this
year when we decided to get involved with one event to put our toes in
the water so to speak. John Larkin a lifetime resident of Coill Dubh with
the very able assistance of Seamus Cullen treated visitors and members
alike to a memorable ‘walk and talk’ of Coill Dubh Village. Our thanks
also to Michael McCormack for his imput. Next year we will endeavour
to organise more events for this very important week of Heritage.

Old Dublin Society Report
October 2011 – November 2012
The Society commenced its Autumn 2011 programme of lectures in
Dublin City Library & Archive, 138–144 Pearse Street, Dublin 2, on
Wednesday, October 5th with the Annual Opening Night and Reception,
attended by the Deputy Lord Mayor of Dublin during which he presented
Gerry O’Flaherty with the Society Medal for the most outstanding
paper read to the Society during the Autumn 2011 – Spring 2011
programmes.
Gerry O’Flaherty’s paper, ‘Dublin Colloquialisms’ was read to the Society
on Wednesday, February 2nd, 2011.
Papers read
Papers read to the Society during October and November included:
Wednesday, October 12th:
Dublin’s Woolworth Stores 1914-1984
— Dr. Barbara Walsh.
Wednesday, October 19th:
The Centenary of the Foundation of the
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Irish Girl Guides — Gillian Finan
Wednesday, October 26th:
C.H.
‘Transatlantic’
Clendining
—
Dublin’s forgotten Aviation Pioneer. — Dr.
F. O’Dwyer.
Wednesday, November 2nd: Wood Quay: 30 Years On — Dr. Pat
Wallace
Wednesday, Nov 9th:
The Bad Harvest of 1946 and the Harsh
Winter of 1947 — Pádraig Laffan
Saturday, November 12th:
In association with Dublin City Library,
the Society held a “Maritime Dublin”
Morning Seminar in Dublin City Library
and Archive, which was formally opened
by Mr. Eamonn O’Reilly, CEO of Dublin
Port Company, who complimented the
Society and Dublin City Library & Archive
for organising this event.
The three papers presented were:
• Dublin Post – Past & Present —
Niall Dardis, Archivist Dublin Port
Company.
• The Blood Red Badge: Dublin
Dockers, Seamen, and their
Unionisation • Francis Devine, Trade Union
Historian.
• Liffey Ships — Pat Sweeney,
Photographer, Maritime Historian
& Author.
Wednesday, November 16th Crampton Court and its Environs —
Gerry O’Flaherty
Wednesday, November 23rd: Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, November 30th: County Lecture
This lecture was hosted by the South
Dublin County Council Library Service in
Tallaght Library, Town Centre, Tallaght,
at which Sean Bagnall read his paper on
Crime & Policing in 1830’s Tallaght
Papers read to the Society during February & March in Dublin City
Library and Archive included:
Wednesday, February 1st:
The Liberties of Dublin — Eoin Bairéad
Wednesday, February 8th:
August-Saint Gaudens and the Parnell
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Wednesday, February 15th:
Wednesday, February 22nd:
Wednesday, February 29th:
Wednesday, March 7th:
Wednesday, March 14th:
Wednesday, March 21st:
Wednesday, March 28th:
Saturday, March 31st:

Wednesday, April l 4th:

Wednesday, April 11th:

Monument — Ronan Fitzpatrick
Drumcondra and its Environs — Louis
O’Flaherty
T.J. Byrne, Architect: 1876 to 1939 —
Michael Fewer
Members Night
James Connolly: His Life & Writings —
Frank Allen
R.M.S Titanic: The True Story — Ed
Coghlan
Guide to Dublin Monuments to the Working
Class — Francis Devine
Dutch Billy and the Lost Gables of Old
Dublin — Peter Walsh
James Scannell represented the Society
at the 8th Local History Society Group
Day organised by the Dublin City Library
and Archives at which he presented his
paper ‘An Avoidable Accident – The loss of
the MV Princess Victoria, January 1953’.
County Lecture
This lecture was hosted by the Dun
Laoghaire Rathdown County Council
Library Service in Deansgrange Library,
Deansgrange, Co. Dublin, at which
author and historian Brian MacAongusa
read his paper on Hidden Streams of
south County Dublin.
Joint Lecture with Royal Dublin Society
This lecture was held in the Minerva
Suite, Royal Dublin Society, Ballsbridge,
Dublin 4 at which David Davison spoke on
Fr Brown. From Titanic to Kangaroobie.

Summer Outings
Outings undertaken as part of the Summer programme included:
Wednesday, June 6th:
Visit to the International Eucharistic
Congress 2012 Exhibition & Viewing
of the Old Dublin Society Collection of
Books in the R.D.S. Library, Ballsbridge,
Dublin 4.
Saturday, July 14th:
Visit to the Maritime Museum, Haig
Terrace, Dun Laoghaire.
Wednesday, August 15th:
Visit to the Central Criminal Courts,
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Saturday, September 8th:

Parkgate Street, Dublin 8
3
p.m.
Visit
to
St.
Rathfarmham.

Enda’s,

Autumn 2012 programme
The Society’s Autumn 2012 programme, which will take place in Dublin
City Library and Archive, is as follows –
Wednesday, October 3rd:
Opening Night & Presentation of the
Society’s Medal by the Lord Mayor.
Wednesday, October 10th:
Amateur Theatricals in 18th Century
Dublin — Dr. Patricia McCarthy
Wednesday, October 17th:
Dublin Fire Brigade: 150 Years of Service
— Tom Geraghty
Wednesday, October 24th:
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin — Rev. Dr.
R. B. McCarthy
Wednesday, October 31st:
Bram Stoker and the Irish origins of
Dracula — Denis McIntyre
Wednesday, November 7th:
Unbounded charity and unfortunate
females: Lady Arbella Denny and the
early years of the Leeson Street Magdalen
Asylum — Rosemary Raughter
Wednesday, November 14th: Building the ‘First Class Airport’:
Collinstown, 1935 – 1950 — Dr. R. F.
O’Dwyer
Wednesday, November 21st: Annual General Meeting
Tuesday November 27th:
County Lecture in Bray Library: The
Brabazons of Dublin and Bray — Brian
White
The Dublin Historical Record
Articles featured in the Spring 2011 issue included the following:
• ‘Myles Keogh and James Keogh; the story of a boxing family’ by
John Simpson.
• ‘Fact of Fiction? Cromwell in Dublin in 1649’ by Dr. Maighread Ní
Mhurchadha.
• ‘The O’Carroll Family’ – Henry Fairbrother.
• ‘A Dublin Day – Wednesday, 10 April 1968’ and ‘Trams from first
to last’ by James Scannell.
• ‘Annie M.P.Smithson: Romantic Novelists, Revolutionary Nurse’
by Marie Bashford-Synnott.
• ‘The Building of Dun Laoghaire Harbour’ by Colin Scudds.
• ‘A Re-Discovered Map of Harold’s Cross’ by Raymound
Refaussé.
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• ‘The Patrick Moran Story’ by May Moran.
• ‘The Guinness Story’ by Edward J. Bourke.
Articles featured in the Autumn 2011 issue include –
• Dublin’s Woolworth Stores, 1914 to 1984 — Barbara Walsh,
PhD.
• Art on Wheels: The Lord Chancellor of Ireland’s Carriage – Patricia
McCabe.
• Conciliation, anti-Orange politics and the sectarian scare: Dublin
politics of the early 1820s — Shunsuke Katsuta.
• Where were ‘the Liberties’ — Eoin C. Bairead.
• From Bootmaking to Building: The Plunketts and the Crannys in
19th century Dublin 4 and 6 — Honor O Brolchain,
• Dinner in Sandymount – Dudley Levistone Cooney.
• Crime and policing in 1830’s Tallaght — Sean Bagnall.
• Changing Dublin Street Names, 1880’s to 1940’s — Séamus
Conboy
• The Tolka River — an excerpt from ‘ Drumcondra and its environs
‘ by Louis O’ Flaherty.
Copies are available, price €22.50 each from the library of the Royal
Dublin Society, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4. Postal copies, €25, can be ordered
from the Old Dublin Society at this address.
Annual membership of the Old Dublin Society is €35 and includes
the mailing of the Spring and Autumn issues of the Dublin Historical
Record. Membership inquires to James Scannell, Hon. PRO, The Old
Dublin Society, Wren’s Rest, 19 Hazelwood, Shankill, Dublin 18.

Clane Local History Group launch
Coiseanna
On Wednesday 18 April last, Mario Corrigan of County Kildare’s Library
and Arts Services launched Clane Local History Group’s new journal at
the GAA Centre, on Properous Road. The new publication is named after
a hillock on the Clane to Kilcock road where, in 1798, one of the first
battles of this historic rebellion occurred. The Group intend to make the
publication an annual event in order to do justice to the huge amount
of Clane’s valuable local history which lies unpublished and runs the
risk of being forgotten.
The journal’s editorial states that its purpose is to provide a means
by which it is intended to keep alive, communicate and share the rich
117

LOCAL HISTORY REVIEW 2012
evidence of an earlier heritage which is to be found in Clane’s historic
surroundings. The editorial also states that it is intended to get people
to embark on this process of discovery in order to protect and ensure
the survival of this inheritance and in the process to engender a deep
sense of pride in Clane’s community. This is seen as being particularly
important in a growing community which contains so many new and
very welcome residents. The successful delivery of this objective also
ensures that Clane’s new citizens will consequently benefit from better
community awareness and the resulting beneficial cohesion which this
pride creates.
A glance at the very comprehensive contents list will show that the
first edition of the journal contains many articles embracing novel
accounts of people, places and events with Clane connections. The
very readable first edition runs to 108 pages and contains an extensive
variety of articles on notable people, places and events in Clane’s long
history. The particularly reader-friendly lay-out is a compliment to Jim
Heffernan who edited the journal. This and the fact that at €5 the journal
represents such good value account for the rapid depletion of stocks of
the publication in participating outlets in Clane and has resulted in the
Clane group having to organise a second printing of the journal.

Clontarf Historical Society
Our most interesting talk during the past 12 months was a talk by
Professor Colm Lennon on our own area of Clontarf that was based on
John Rocque’s map of Dublin. John Roque was
a celebrated 18th century map-maker, mainly
known for his maps of 1746 London and of 1756
Dublin that are of great historical importance.
A full house of members and guests heard a
fascinating account of our area as it was in
the mid-18th century and how it evolved over
the next two hundred and fifty years. Using
Rocque’s map of Dublin and its environs, Colm
Lennon created a mental picture of Clontarf
as it was at that time. This map was the first
ever detailed survey of the county, and its
quality and accuracy are so good that places,
roads, coastline, and even houses are easily
Prof. Colm Lennon
recognisable despite the enormous change that has occurred since.
Professor Lennon is an acknowledged expert on Rocque’s map and his
skill in describing not just how the changes came about but also why
they happened made his presentation so enthralling.
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Arklow Historical Society
Sad to report that Arklow Historical Society has come to the end of the
road after 31 years. Unfortunately the main cause was the same one
we hear too often — ageing membership and no new recruits. While
it flourished it produced 16 journals, hosted hundreds of lectures,
organised almost as many tours and generally kept the love of history
and heritage alive in the Arklow area. In recent years, however, interest
in the society and its activities has waned and it was decided in February
to bring matters to a close.
So what does the future hold for Arklow’s past?
There are still two very active historians in the town (Jim Rees and Pat
Power) who continue to research and publish material on the general
history of the area, nor should it be forgotten that the excellent Arklow
Maritime Museum is open all year round
(www.arklowmaritimemuseum.com).
So, while it is sad to bid farewell to the historical society – at least for the
present – in many ways it will be ‘business as usual’.

Foxrock 2012
Pádraig Laffan
In our local history programme, we end our season with two short
outings and one all-day outing or tour.
For the short outings, we like to have something local but with something,
a little bit extra, to stimulate interest.
This year the National Maritime Museum in Dún Laoghaire re-opened
after six years spent on the restoration of their magnificent building
which is the former Church of Ireland Mariners Church. They were very
fortunate to get this work going before the full force of austerity took
hold. However, they still have serious operating costs and need as many
visitors as possible to keep going.
The various exhibits are well spaced out and we had Seamus O’Connor
of the Maritime Museum to take us around. He had all the background
on every exhibit, the stories of the famous sinkings like the Leinster,
and of the small ships that struggled through the war, Captain Halpin
Wicklow laying the telegraph cables, different artefacts and priceless
scale models of great ships. We finished up with a cup of tea, the talk,
and the questions and the sea stories went on and on. It was a great
evening much enjoyed by all. If you are in Dublin, check out the opening
times, whiz out to Dún Laoghaire on the Dart and take a stroll around
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the Mariner’s , a walk out the pier, and ice cream at Teddys and a coffee
on the new seafront plaza.
For our other short outing we visited the recently restored and re-armed
(with a cannon that fires!) Martello tower number seven. However, that’s
another story.

Heritage Week 2012, In Maynooth
On Sunday the 19th August 2012 Declan O’Connor, a Member of
Maynooth Local History Group (MLHG) led a “Walk and Talk” to an intact
example of a traditional three-wall Handball Alley in the grounds of St.
Patrick’s College. Maynooth, being an Estate Town, was mapped in the
18th and 19th Centuries. The 1781 and 1821 maps showed the existence
of a Handball Court in Maynooth Castle, where the Castle Wall provided
the single wall that was then used. This Alley had disappeared when the
1837 map was prepared, but this map showed Handball Courts on the
exact same site in the then Royal College of St. Patrick (RCSP). Latterly,
there was a Handball Alley in the corner of the Harbour Field which
used the wall structure of Mullen Bridge as the “front wall”. This Alley
had fallen into disuse by the 1970’s and disappeared entirely when the
Bridge and overhead road system were realigned in the 1990’s.
Moving from the Castle the “Walk and Talk” proceeded by the window
of the so-called “Ghost Room” to the location of the three-wall Handball
Alley. This was constructed of mass concrete, probably in the 1920’s, and
had the traditional dimensions of 60ft by 30ft. Áine Ryan, an Architect,
has been commissioned by the Heritage Council to do an Inventory
of Handball Alley’s in Ireland, surviving or otherwise. A figure of 650
examples has been recorded to date. The traditional Irish Handball Alley
is unique to Ireland and is as iconic as an Irish Round Tower or an Irish
Spirits-Store (where hardware and/or food was also sold alongside the
Publican’s business, like some in Dingle).
The traditional three-wall Alley began to be constructed in the latter part
of the 19th Century and by the mid-20th Century a fourth or back-wall
was added, sometimes with a viewing gallery. From the 1960’s onwards,
many such Alleys were “internalised” by having a roof built on. In about
1969 the first American-style Alley was built in Ireland which measures
40ft x 20ft. That is the norm now for international competition.
Traditionally a Handball Alley served as a Community Centre of sorts
where dances were held, romances conducted, cards played and where
hiring fairs and bonfires took place. There was also a political dimension
in that prior to 1798 and from 1919-1921 the United Irishmen and the
Volunteers respectively often drilled and trained in Handball Alleys. The
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traditional Alley was often built on common or community ground and
it provided a place where people could meet without direct supervision
at a time when they only met at weekly Church Services.
Institutions like Seminaries, Schools, Police Stations, Fire Stations,
Hospitals nearly always had a purpose-built Handball Alley, and many
examples can still be seen.
Declan told the story of how a notorious 18th Century Dublin Character
called “Buck Whaley” won a £25,000 bet from the Duke of Leinster
by riding his horse to Jerusalem and back inside of a year. On his
return, Whaley boasted of having played Handball against the Walls
of the Temple in Jerusalem. Many people are familiar with the phrase
“right up your alley” and there are the particularly Irish insults, like
“you have a head on you like a Handball Alley” and the one used in the
“Cyclops” Chapter of James Joyce’s “Ulysses” – “she had a back like a
Ball Alley”.
Handball was adopted in the 1884 GAA Charter and formalised by it in
1923.
It is fair to say that each Maynooth example is a “hidden gem” of
vernacular architecture.
The “Walk and Talk” concluded with a short visit to the College
Cemetery to view the unique “Celtic Church” Mausoleum of Fr. Eoghan
O’Growney.
MLHG
wish
to
acknowledge
the
kind assistance of
Monsignor
Hugh
Connolly, President
of St. Patrick’s
College Maynooth
in granting permission for this
Heritage
Week
event.
These
“Hidden
Gems” are in every
locality and need
to be reported.
It is worthwhile
checking out this site: www.hidden-gems.eu which is a terrific project.
MLHG holds it’s monthly meeting on the last Thursday of each month
at the Maynooth Community Council Offices beside Maynooth Post
Office.
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County Longford Historical Society
Local Historian Lectures in New York
Well known Longford historian and author, Jude Flynn, delivered a
lecture at the prestigious Glucksman Ireland House, New York University.
Hosted jointly by Gluckman Ireland House and the County Longford
Association of Greater New York, Jude’s lecture was on “Fireside Tales
— Collecting and Preserving Local History in County Longford”.
The invitation was extended to Jude after a copy of his latest edition
of Fireside Tales was circulated among the members of the Longford
Association and staff of Gluckman Ireland House. The latter is the
Centre for Irish and Irish-American Studies at New York University. “It
is an honour to be asked. I was really surprised” Jude told the Longford
Leader before he travelled to New York.
As part of his talk, Jude discussed the importance and challenge of local
history. The work of discovering, interpreting and presenting this local
history is carried out by Jude as a labour of love in his spare time.
Jude Flynn is the President of County Longford Historical Society and
has over forty years of involvement in local history and the promotion of
heritage in Longford.
He has published nine editions of Fireside Tales which contain a wealth of
stories and folklore collected since the early 1980s. Jude’s achievement
is all the more remarkable because he has produced a new volume each
year since the series began. His ninth book includes interviews with
Longfordians he met during his visit to New York University. Glucksman
Ireland House already has a Longford connection. Its associate director
is Professor Eileen Reilly, a native of Ballinalee, and a graduate of
Maynooth and Oxford.

Resurrecting Wicklow’s Gaelic
Warriors
The spirits of Wicklow’s Gaelic past were evoked in Roundwood Village
during Heritage Week which took place in August. The Wicklow Warriors
Living History Event, hosted by Roundwood Historical Society gave up
to 250 people an exciting glimpse of our medieval ancestors’ warring
ways and the weapons that were commonplace on the battlefield. A
series of Heritage events took place at Áras an Tóchar GAA Complex on
the evening of Tuesday 21st August including re-enactment of sixteenth
century Gaelic Woodkern and Gallowglass warriors by Living History
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group Claoimh. A display of medieval armour, swords, shields, battle
axes, muskets, helmets, chainmail all typical of the Wicklow Clans of
the sixteenth century were on show. Sword fighting demonstrations
ensured that people appreciated the harsh nature of conflict in times
past. These displays were complimented by Roundwood Comhaltas
Ceoltoiri who created a medieval musical soundscape and atmosphere.
Those familiar with Wicklow’s medieval history or Dr Emmett O’Byrne’s
column in the paper will know that the damp bogs and heathery hills
of Wicklow have long been the refuge for rebels, fugitives and the
dispossessed. Over the centuries warriors from clans like the O’Byrnes,
O’Tooles and Kavanaghs waged war against each other and foreign
enemies in our local hills and valleys. In 1580 the famed Chieftain Fiach
Mc Hugh O’Byrne spearheaded a devastating attack on the British at
Glenmalure which involved the military skills of native Irish Woodkern/
Bunnacht warriors as well as Scottish mercenaries called Gallowglass.
The evening was rounded off with Historian Dr Emmett O‘Byrne, who
delivered a talk relating to the Chieftains and Clans of Wicklow entitled
“Terra Nova and the Irish of Wicklow”.
Cathal Mac Oireachtaigh, Event Organiser and Secretary of Roundwood
Historical Society, said “The overall aim of the Wicklow Warriors Event
was to spread an awareness of Wicklow’s rich heritage of the Late
Medieval and early modern times by engaging the public with Living
History through re-enactment, talks and traditional music. The evening
turned out to be a great success and gave people of all ages a valuable
insight into the local wars and politics of medieval Wicklow.”
For more details on this event see roundwoodhistoricalsociety.com
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FLHS and FULS Joint Visit to York
City and
North Yorkshire
This year’s joint event took over fifty local historians from all over the
country to the historic city of York and its hinterland.
There were representatives from Naas, Athy, Rathcoffey, Rathmichael,
Enniscoe, Knocklyn, Westport, Shannon, Durrow, Tipperary, Clontarf,
Castlecomer, Banbridge, Carrickfergus, Strabane, Belfast and Kilkeel.
Monday
Travelling by coach and ferry the group made their way towards York
with a stop off in the city of Chester in Cheshire. It was a relatively
short stop but it did allow for the opportunity to see some of the city’s
attractions. Chester is a walled city with a beautiful cathedral, the ruins
of a Roman Amphitheatre and many fine, attractive buildings, many of
which proved to be architectural gems.
The Hotel 53 in York, which was to be home for the week, was a welcome
haven and after dinner and an early night the group were ready for the
road next morning.
Tuesday
The merry band left the hotel early to catch the 9.00 am steam train
from the picturesque market town of Pickering to the quaint town of
Whitby on the east coast. The train journey through the North Yorkshire
moors was a memorable one with stops at the beautiful rural stations
of Levishem, Goathland and Grosmont. It was “Step on board and into
another world” of beautiful steam engines, atmospheric little stations
and smartly uniformed staff — all working voluntarily. The railway is
both lovingly preserved and charmingly authentic.
Whitby was a beautiful seaside resort boasting an impressive harbour,
high cliffs and 199 steps leading to the magnificent Whitby Abbey and
St Mary’s unique decorative church, both overlooking the town. It was a
delight to wander through the many picturesque little streets with their
colourful and attractive shop fronts and windows brightening up the
whole area. The town is renowned for its sea food and has arguably the
“best” fish and chips in the world.
No place in the world is without an Irish connection and none more so
than Whitby. It was here that the Irish Novelist, Bram Stocker, wrote
his famous novel, “Dracula”. He lived in Whitby for a number of years
during which time he wrote the novel and it is reported that the idea for
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the novel came from a visit he made to the abbey.
Castle Howard, one of England’s finest houses, and nestling in the
breathtaking Howardian Hills was the next stop. This magnificent
18th Century House was designed by Sir John Vanbrugh for the 3rd
Earl of Carlisle. Today the Hon. Simon Howard and Mrs. Howard and
their children Merlin and Octavia call Castle Howard their home. The
house, with its magnificent gardens and surroundings, is full of worldrenowned collections including frescos, furniture and paintings. A
stunning vista was provided by beautifully adorned corridors, colourful
bedrooms, exquisite libraries, spacious halls and the grand hall with its
impressively decorated ceiling.
Wednesday
Wednesday was an opportunity to explore York and feel its varied and
turbulent history. A walking tour of the city within the walls traced the
evolution from ancient times through Roman, Viking, Anglo-Saxon and
Tudor periods, and up to modern times. Many important and unique
buildings were seen including Clifford’s Tower, York Castle, Fairfax
House, Holy Trinity Church and a memorable walk along the Shambles
to the Chapel of St. Margaret Clitherow, saint and martyr.
Next was the magnificent Minster, the largest Gothic Cathedral in
Northern Europe. The Cathedral was awe inspiring in its sheer size
and the beauty of its magnificent stained glass windows and decorative
woodwork. Each section had its own distinctive style and included the
nave, the central tower, the north/south transepts, the chapter house
and the quire. The ceiling of the tower rises 197 feet overhead and the
entrance to the quire has a magnificent screen of carved stone kings from
William the Conqueror to Henry VI. The chapter house was remarkable
with its wonderful range of carvings and its unique ornate ceiling.
People were free in the afternoon to choose what sights they would like
to see and also decide how many of the many museums it might be
possible to visit. Let us not forget the story of the legendary Highwayman
Dick Turpin, whose grave is marked by a solitary headstone in a small
graveyard within the city walls.
Thursday
On Thursday the group travelled west to Haworth and the Brontë
country. We were greeted by our hosts, Johnnie Briggs and Stephen
Woods in the local Baptist Church with a welcome cup of tea. The tour
started with a visit to the Parsonage, a Georgian building dating from
1779. It was here that the family lived between 1820 and 1861. It is now
a museum with the rooms set out in Victorian manner and containing
many items used by the family. It was a fascinating trip back in time
to relive the life of this famous but tragic family. A visit to St Michael’s
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Church the resting place of all the family except one of the sisters,
Ann, who had been buried in Scarborough, proved interesting as it also
contained many items of interest such as Charlotte’s marriage certificate
and church furniture which had been used during their lifetime.
It was something special to walk along the cobbled streets of the village,
to taste its unique atmosphere and get that sense of being taken back
in time with the Brontë family. The Black Bull, a favourite haunt of
the wayward brother, Branwell; the Druggist Store, now a museum
bookshop; the rows of quaint cottages in fine stone with slated roofs all
painted a picture of what life must have been in this remote Yorkshire
village. It was from this village that the Brontë sisters could see the
moors that were to inspire them when writing their novels. The story of
the Brontës is one of great sadness and isolation relieved only by the
priceless legacy of works that to-day immortalise this talented tragic
family. The highlight of the visit to Haworth was the wonderful warm
welcome we received from our hosts and Brontë enthusiasts, Johnnie
Briggs and Stephen Woods.
Johnnie Briggs spoke with a great passion and sincerity in telling the
story of the Brontës. Ably assisted by Stephen Wood he brought us
through the triumph and tragedy of this unique family as we walked the
streets of Haworth together.
Lunch was served in the local Baptist Community Hall, courtesy of the
local minister, Chris. It was delightful to taste the local fare of freshly
made soup, quiche, lemon cake and tea/coffee. It was with reluctance
that we had to leave the beautiful rolling countryside of Haworth after
a visit to remember.
The final stop of the day was to visit the village of Saltaire, a model
Victorian Village within the borough of Bradford. Now a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, it was founded and built by Sir Titus Salt, a leading
industrialist in the Yorkshire Woollen Industry. Revolutionary in its
day, it provided neat stone cottages for the workers, wash houses
with tap water, a hospital, an institute for recreation and education,
a concert hall and many other facilities unheard of for workers of the
day. We were met by costumed guides on arrival who had a wonderful
collection of stories and anecdotes to tell and bring the story of Saltaire
to life. The guides represented real characters of village life and we had
the pleasure to meet, Mrs Caroline Hill, the Rev. David Cowan and the
Matron Turner.
A wonderful trip which will not only be remembered for the wealth of
history we encountered but by the warmth and hospitality of the people
we met on our journey.
It was early to bed for most on Thursday night in preparation for the
journey home on Friday.
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Friday
Whilst on our way through Wales we made a final stop at the famous
railway station with the longest name in the world:
LLANEAIRPWLLGWYNGYLLGOGERYCHWYRNDROBWLLLLANTYSILIOGOGOGOCH.
“The Church of Mary in the hollow of the white hazel near the fierce
whirlpool and the Church of Tysilio by the red cave.”
A wonderful trip which will not only be remembered for the wealth of
history we encountered but by the warmth and hospitality of the people
we met on our journey.
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FULS and FLHS Prominent at the
First Ever Festival of History
The recent Festival of History held in County Carlow proved to be a
great success. The event conceived and organised in conjunction with
Eigse and the Carlow Arts Festival by Turtle Bunbury, well known
Broadcaster, Author and Historian, was held over the two days of 9th
and 10th June at the beautiful Lisnavagh House near Rathvilly in Co.
Carlow.
The festival included presentations on a wide range of topics from some
of the most prominent and well known historians and personalities in
the country. People like Myles Dungan, Patrick Geoghegan, Diarmuid
Ferriter, Manchan Mangan, David Norris, Ruth Dudley Edwards, Kevin
Myers, Catriona Crowe and many others spoke on a wide range of
subjects. These included anything from the importance of the Queen’s
visit, the Eucharistic Congress, the Irish in World War 11, and our own
Hidden Gems and Forgotten People.
Lisnavagh, a fine Tudor-Gothic House, set in its own beautiful grounds
provided a perfect setting for the event. The house together with a large
marquee, specially erected for the occasion, were the venues for the
talks which operated continuously for the duration of the two days. The
fine summer weather allowed the delegates the added bonus of relaxing
in the sunshine, having a snack and enjoying a drink on the lawn in
between the feast of history on offer.
Pat Devlin FULS and Larry Breen FLHS gave a presentation on the
subject of “Hidden Gems and Forgotten People” a joint project currently
being promoted by the two federations. The presentation, at the same
time, offered the opportunity to promote and advertise the federations
to a wide and captive audience. The talk outlined the history of the
federations since they were formed in the 70’s and 80’s, what their
objectives were and the activities engaged in over the years. This included
the Lawrence Collection, Our Own Place and the recent National Library
of Ireland Project to help digitise the collections.
Pat and Larry then delivered a presentation on how the Hidden Gems
project started, the work that had been done and the progress that had
been made to date. Selected examples from a range of contributions,
from both North and South and representing hidden gems and forgotten
people were presented on the large screen and explained by the speakers.
Our talk was the first of the festival so we got the privilege of kick starting
the event. The presentation was well received by a large and attentive
audience. During the presentation we were able to distribute our new
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hidden gems leaflet together with a contribution form.
A Federations Stand was strategically set up in the marquee with
backdrops and promotional/information literature on display. People
were invited to take the hand outs and many people did over the two
days. The occasion also allowed those society members in attendance
to meet and share the experience. The new Hidden Gems and Forgotten
People leaflet was well received and we now plan to have an official
launch of the leaflet both in the North and South before the end of the
year.
We think it was important that the federations were represented at this
unique event, that we were able to rub shoulders with some of the elite
of the history world and that our joint contribution was well received
and of benefit to all concerned. It was generally agreed that the “Double
Act” of Pat and Larry worked well.
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Federation Hold AGM In Westport
This year’s AGM was held in County Mayo in the beautiful town of
Westport. Situated on the shores of Clew Bay and near Ireland’s most
famous mountain, Croagh Patrick, it proved a perfect venue for the
event. The weekend event was hosted by the Westport Historical Society
who extended a very warm welcome to the visitors and proved to be
wonderful hosts and ambassadors during the course of the weekend
activities. The delegation stayed in the Castle Court Hotel and were given
first class treatment by a great staff who looked after all their needs.
The event was well attended with representatives from Naas, Rathcoffey,
Athy, Clane, Foxrock, Ballingcollig Navan, Drogheda, Fohenagh, Galway,
Clontarf, and Donnamede as well as well as local historians from
Westport and around the county. The programme started with dinner
on the Friday evening followed by a fascinating talk on the Lawrence
Collection of photos relating to the town and given by local man, Seamus
Gavin. The in depth exploration of the detail of each photo uncovered
all sorts of hidden gems within the picture itself. Seamus zoomed in to
expose images within the picture not readily obvious on first glance and
thereby enriching and embellishing the story it was telling.
On Saturday the AGM was officially opened by Austin Vaughan , the
Mayo County Librarian, who welcomed the Federation to Westport
and emphasised the great work being done by local historians all over
the country and particularly the Westport Historical Society and the
local Heritage Centre. He spoke of the close relationships that existed
between libraries and local historians and how they worked together for
the betterment of the local community and nationally.
The business of the AGM was completed and it was particularly
interesting to hear during the society “spake” delegates from all over the
country informing each other of the activities they were involved in.
After lunch the group assembled, in beautiful sunshine, at the “Clock
Tower” for the guided tour of the town centre. Local historian, Bronach
Joyce, from the Westport Historical Society proved to be an excellent
and delightful guide as she steered the visitors on a historical journey
through Westport’s eventful past. Bronach managed to bring the history
of the town back to life with details of the many buildings, streetscapes
and landmarks many of which were hidden from the uninformed eye.
There were stories of intrigue, tragedy and celebration including the Pirate
Queen, Granuaile, 1798 and exploits during the War of Independence.
One of the many highlights of the walk was a visit to the COI, Holy
Trinity Church. The Church was beautiful inside with its impressive
marble architecture, its stained glass windows, its attractive woodwork
and a unique old relocated organ. The tour concluded with a stroll,
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again in the afternoon sunshine, along the beautiful tree lined Georgian
Mall by the side of the Carrowbeg river. Everyone agreed it was a tour to
be remembered and thanked our guide Bronach for a most interesting
afternoon.
Sunday saw the intrepid wanderers on the move again as they made
a visit to the beautiful little village of Murrisk, nestling at the foot of
Croagh Patrick and guarded by a flotilla of islands in Clew bay. Again
ably guided by Bronach Joyce, the group went to see the evocative
National Famine Memorial, the “Coffin Ship”. Unveiled by President
Mary Robinson in 1997, it symbolises the many people who died in
these ships.
This was followed by a visit to ruins of the old Augustinian Abbey which
dates back to1457. Although now in ruins the south wall is crowned
with unusual battlements and several carved human heads adorn the
outside wall. Before leaving the area the visitors climbed up to the statue
of the St. Patrick at the foot of Croagh Patrick.
Next it was off to see the highlight of the day, Westport House, the
ancestral home of the Browne family and built on the site of Grace
O’Malley’s 16th. Century Castle. The Federation, courtesy of Westport
House, were treated to a free guided tour of the famous house by
Murial Barry who gave an enthralling account of its interesting history.
The house with its thirty one rooms adorned with original antiques,
architecture and artwork proved to be a real “gem”. The magnificent
Entrance Hall, the Drawing Room, the Library, the Long Gallery, the
Dinning Rooms, the Marble Staircase and the Bedrooms all presented
something different and unique. A visit to the Dungeons reminded all of
the days of piracy and the Pirate Queen Granuaile.
Westport House was a fitting end to a memorable visit to Westport which
will also be remembered for the great friendliness and hospitality of the
people we met.
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Chairman’s Address —
FLHS AGM 2012
Local history is the history not only of local people but also the history
of local places. Even the academic historians, who are often critical of
local historians, acknowledge that local studies makes a contribution
to the way in which historians view the development of a country. The
academic debate on the purpose of local history studies still seems
to centre on the theme should local studies be an end in themselves
rather than an explanation of national themes at local level? The English
historian W. G. Hoskin who was the greatest populariser of local history
expressed the view that local historians, while needed to be well grounded
in their national history, must deal with the origin and growth of local
communities. The study of local communities is now accepted as the
concern of local historians and, as the co-ordinating body at national
level, the Federation of Local History Societies sees as its primary task
the enabling of local history societies to fulfil their roles of researching,
analysing and publishing within their own communities.
There is a tremendous growth in local history in part due to the improved
access to archives at county and national level. All counties have local
study centres as part of their County Libraries, while at national level
the digitisation of material has made primary source material available
to a wider audience.
The variety of publications pouring off the presses each year is quite
impressive — some publications more impressive than others, but each
bearing the imprint of an amateur chronicler who may or may not aspire
to be known as a historian. At no time in Irish history has the study of
local history been so popular.
All the more reason therefore to understand why the role of the
Federation of Local History Societies has taken on greater importance
today than ever before.
The Federation founded 31 years ago has been involved in a number
of interesting projects this past year. The National Library Digitisation
Project which was managed by Padraig Laffan on behalf of the Federation
was a resounding success. It represented an important joint venture
between the National Library and local history society members who
were willing and able to devote some time working in the National
Library.
The oral history seminar held in Drogheda in March was the first cooperative venture with the Oral History Network of Ireland and one
which I hope will result in further joint ventures in the oral history
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field.
Oral history as a historical approach based on personal reminiscences
was once described by George Ewart Evans, that splendid oral historian
and writer, as folk life studies. Personal reminiscences give us details
of folk life we might never otherwise capture in print and I would like
local historians and local history societies to consider the benefit of
oral history projects within local communities. The Federation can help
by giving practical guidance and training on methodology to member
societies in relation to oral history recording and I would hope that this
is something we can address over the next year.
The Federation is gearing up to offer member societies a range of
services and assistance which will help to improve the service local
history societies offer their members. This will involve effective use of
the Federation website which has come on line in the past month. It
will also involve the
Federation in improving its communication links with member societies,
whether through the website or through an electronic newsletter, as
well as the annual review. To fulfil these plans I’m suggesting a change
in the roles of some officer positions so as to combine the role of P.R.O.
with that of webmaster and Member Secretary. The effect of the change
will be to leave communication with member societies in the hands of
one designated person. The existing position of Honorary Secretary to
be that of Secretary to the Federation Committee.
The spring and autumn Seminars are a key part of the education and
training facilities we as a Federation offer our member societies. We
will try to ensure that these seminars are relevant to the needs of local
history societies and their members. In that regard there is a need for
societies to put forward suggestions to the Federation so that we can
plan for and accommodate the needs of our members.
The social aspect of the Federation’s work was well catered for since our
last AGM, with trips to Banbridge and York and our thanks must go to
Larry Breen for his excellent work in arranging both trips. Next month
we have a trip to the Titanic Exhibition in Belfast, arrangements for
which have been made by Doreen McBride of the Ulster Federation.
I would like to thank the officers and committee for their work during the
year and look forward to continuing improvement in the contribution
that the Federation makes to each and every local history society
throughout the country.
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Federation of Local History Societies
and

Federation for Ulster Local Studies
Blaze the Titanic Trail.
The 2012 joint exchange visit between the two federations saw a large
group of almost eighty people meet in Belfast for the annual joint
event.
The first port of call was the Ulster Folk & Transport Museum at Cultra
near Holywood in County Down where the intrepid travellers were
greeted with a welcome “cuppa and scone” in the Midland Café. There
then followed a guided tour of the museum’s TITANIC exhibition which
was on display. It was truly remarkable to learn that housed in the
exhibition are more than five hundred objects, many of them salvaged
from the sea bed. We learned how the Titanic and her sister ships, the
Olympic and the Britannic were built at the Harland & Wolff Shipyard.
There were also many poignant stories recorded of people who had
travelled on her and of their ultimate fate.
Next stop was just over the bridge and up to Ballycultra Town in the
heart of the Folk Park but still within the museum’s grounds. It was
interesting and informative to make the connection between the Titanic
itself and what life was like for those living in and around Belfast in
1912. Ballycultra made this connection and presented a real feeling of
how people lived and worked in those bygone days when the great ship
was built. One such example was the “Riveter’s House” as it must be
remembered that riveting played a major part in the construction of the
liner. Doreen Mc Bride was able to relate a personal story about her
grandfather, Sam Finlay, who was a cabinet maker and who worked
on the fitting of the Titanic. The visitors also had time to stroll around
the village and explore many unique buildings including the quaint old
Picture House, McCusker’s Pub, Ballycultra Post Office and many other
interesting buildings depicting life in that time.
Unfortunately we had to leave it all behind as it was time to eat and
a visit to the Bobbin Café in the beautiful Belfast City Hall proved
more that adequate. A very warm welcome awaited the group and all
enjoyed excellent food, great service and a most friendly staff. After the
meal there was time to explore the entrance hall and the corridors of
this impressive building. The beautiful marble staircase, stained glass
windows and paintings gave a taste of the ambience of the magnificent
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interior.
It was now time to head for the Titanic Quarter and there was great
anticipation and expectation for what lay ahead. I have to say that it
was not before some excitement and concern about some missing people
after the buses were stranded by a parade taking place unexpectedly
around the City hall. However after the initial scare we did manage to
arrive at our destination. The state of the art Visitor Centre was certainly
no disappointment and all enjoyed the self guided tour immensely. The
whole Titanic story from start to finish and told through interactive
technology was fascinating. The thrilling shipyard ride was something
special and an experience to be remembered. The Titanic Visitor Centre
building was so impressive that only when viewed in real life and up
close could one feel the impact of its distinctive architecture. Outside
the building it was a somewhat eerie experience to walk along the line
of the slipway where the Titanic was built.
Now it was time to see the Pump House and the Thompson dry dock.
This area extended over seven acres and being the footprint of the
Titanic gave some idea of the enormous size of the liner. The film show
inside the Pump house brought to life the technology and innovation
used at the time to build some of the world’s biggest ships. It was again
something special to view the massive steel caisson gate and see first
hand the original rivets still there after so many years. The Pump House
building with its distinctive clock tower and the timber cappings lined
along the bottom of the dock were all reminders of its historic past.
The day concluded in the evening sunshine with old friends and new
saying “Au Revoir” after what was a memorable journey for all.
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Federation for Ulster Local Studies
and
Federation of Local History Societies
and
The National Library Project
Pádraig Laffan
Have you ever thought how great it would be to walk along by the Liffey
with your grandchild and to be able to say to them “I helped build that
bridge”?
Well, a great bunch of volunteers has done something just like that and
about which they will be able to brag to their grandchildren.
However, it is not bricks and cement or even steel. It is on the Web. It
will still be useful in their grandchildren’s time. In fact, it will get better
with age.
Here’s the story:
Way back in 1989, while we all still used film in our cameras and
before the days of easy communications with email and texting the
two federations listed above got together to plan a project, which would
directly involve local history societies in every county of Ireland.
The plan was to select representative pictures of every county and
possibly every town from the many thousands in the Lawrence collection
held in the National Library of Ireland and have somebody locally re-take
the picture from the same viewpoint, at what was then approximately
100 years since the original photograph.
We approached Dr. Patrica Donlon at the NLI; she, representing the
NLI, could hardly have been more helpful or enthusiastic.
The Lawrence Photographic Project
The NLI supplied the 1000 selected scenes on lovely 10X8s (We were all
in inches then). Fuji Ireland became our main sponsor, by supplying
and agreeing to process 100 rolls of film, and print 2400 colour 12X8
prints. A lot of work by all Ireland teams validated the picture choices,
and spread the word amongst societies. In the course of time we sent out
the films and a photocopy of the scenes, with instructions to take three
different exposures of each scene, As the films came back, we chose the
best exposures and Fuji printed them. We made up the packages, which
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have resided in the NLI, the Ulster Museum and some local libraries
since then, each consisting of an original Lawrence print, an A4 card
with a photocopy picture and all the relevant information, – date, time,
photographer, neg. number etc. All this was a massive piece of North/
South co-operation whilst over the border terrible turbulence reigned.
There was one memorable day when we spread everything out on the
large wooden floor of the new RTÉ studios in Dundalk and walked up
and down through the collection as we sorted it.
There is a wealth of stories about the old pictures and the adventures
encountered in re-taking them in a catalogue booklet included with the
collection. However, members also responded with comments like “If
W. Lawrence was here now, that’s not the significant scene he would
take!” and, “We have scenes which would better represent our place!”
Also “Why did he not put in a little information about the subject of the
photograph”, “or even the correct county?”
There was also a general feeling that we could harness this new ‘photo–
history-community’ surge of interest, for a new project.
Our Own Place
The two Federations put their respective heads together and came up
with a project, which we called ‘Our Own Place’. For this, each group had
twenty categories of picture ranging from the usual architectural scenes
to ‘people at work’, ‘people at play’ houses, shops and many others. RTÉ
financially supported this project, and we started work again.
Finally, we were in a position to lodge 800 cards, each with its own
picture and descriptive text paragraph and containing all the relevant
data, researcher photographer location etc. with the Ulster Museum,
the NLI and our sponsor RTÉ.
Last year Liam Clare and I approached Colette O’Flaherty, Chief Herald
of Ireland, and Keeper of Collections of the NLI, about raising the profile
of these collections in the NLI online catalogue. She proposed that our
members might wish to engage in another great voluntary project.
The Federations agreed and we started in February 2012. We recruited
volunteers, including some historians, some friends, others just keen
to become involved, some very amateur computer users and other very
highly qualified computer and information experts. The NLI appointed
Aoife O’Connell as our instructor and mentor. She prepared instruction
packs; got us a work location in the Ms Reading Room and liaised with
the IT section, which provided five laptops. Finally, a little shakily we
started, with every day’s work being error-checked by Aoife and uploaded
to the NLI website that evening.
As March ended, ‘Our Own Place’ was completed. The physical materials
were archive packed, labelled, and consigned to storage. The ‘Lawrence
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Photographic project’ required a little re-training and we were off again.
The camaraderie in the groups was wonderful, and they all fell in love
with always helpful, always patient Aoife. Somebody said, “It was great
but it was like a retreat we couldn’t talk out loud.” The Lawrence project
carried on through April finally finished at the end of that month. Our
wonderful mentor from the NLI, Aoife O’Connell completed her contract
with the Library around that time and was due to leave not only the NLI
but to get married and start her new life in America.
We had to have a proper launch for the project and quickly, before the
bride (to be) left. Thanks to the efforts of Orla Sweeny, Colette O’Flaherty
and others as well as the Joly Café, we had our launch in the elegant
National Photographic Archive premises in Temple Bar.
It was a great occasion when we could thank personally all the volunteers
who made it all possible. We were all greatly pleased to have been part
of such a successful endeavour. The Director of the NLI had a family
crisis and could not make it at the last minute so Colette O’Flaherty
Chief Herald of Ireland and Keeper of Collections of the NLI stepped into
her place and spoke on behalf of the library. She thanked the volunteers
and the two federations and hinted at other projects that might lie
ahead for this great alliance of the federations of local history societies
and the National Library. The Federation for Ulster Local Studies and
the Federation of Local History societies were well represented, and of
course, all the volunteers were present.
A number of others spoke and the man whose name is writ below got
to present a kiss and a bouquet of flowers to Aoife who was greatly
applauded by all present.
Still shaken by all this, and amid smiles all around, he reminded the
library that even in these straitened times he would nag the library
until all these pictures are scanned and put online as promised at the
outset.
Then, we will have two great historically valuable resources available to
researchers.
One could hardly thank all the volunteers enough for their commitment
and work, often including long distance travelled each day.
In a time of some national gloom, they are shining stars.
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Browse, Discover and Share
National History Resources from the Collections of
Irish Public Libraries
by Anne Marie O’Dwyer, Libraries Development LGMA (formally An
Chomhairle Leabharlanna | The Library Council)

J. J. Woods, Joan Ward, Anne Marie O’Dwyer and Larry Breen
Would you like to uncover more about the history of your local area
but are not sure where to turn next? As those of us who have already
uncovered stories of life in the past will know, it is usually necessary to
explore many different avenues of information to paint a fuller picture.
As part of the quest for information, common questions are likely to
arise, such as: What historical records are currently available? Are
there records I can freely and easily search? Where are they and how
much will it cost?
Public libraries are very well equipped to meet your needs and make
research on local history a much easier and straightforward pursuit.
There are currently 348 public libraries throughout the country and
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with 16.1 million visits each year, the number of us using the library
service is growing rapidly. In addition to local studies’ book collections,
including histories of the local area, many libraries provide access to
church records, indexes to baptisms, marriages and burials, land,
emigration, biographical and court records as well as deeds, maps,
newspapers, photographs, local journals, plans and drawings related to
the local area. Some of the most popular records include local directories,
the census online for 1901 and 1911, the Irish civil registration indexes
from 1845 to1958 and the Irish Times Digital Archive from 1859 to
the present. Libraries throughout the country generally have local
newspaper collections which can add extra colour to family histories.
Many library holdings also include unique collections of manuscripts
and early printed books. Almost every county has a local studies
librarian with expertise on local history and on the documents to assist
your search. If you haven’t already used your public library, you might
wonder how much this resource will cost. The good news is that access
to local studies’ material available through the public library service in
Ireland is completely free of charge.
Many records and indexes are available in hard copy in the libraries
and an increasing number are available via the internet, making
searching much easier and quicker. One of the most valuable services
used for research on the nineteenth century is the Griffith’s Valuation
database which provides access to records of tenants and landlords
in the mid 1800s for the whole country. This free online service from
public libraries includes detailed maps with markings for houses, outhouses and ownership boundaries for every townland in the country.
Griffith’s Valuation can be accessed on the public libraries’ website
www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation either at home or in your
local library. The name of an ancestor, the county, parish or townland
where they lived can be searched as well as lists of people who lived in
each townland at the time of the valuation. The website also provides
direct access to maps from the periods 1837 to 1842 and 1888 to 1913,
available in an easily searchable format via the new Digital Map Archive
from Ordnance Survey Ireland.
Another treasure from the public libraries is the selection of useful
historical material and family history guides on the website www.
askaboutireland.ie. All content on the site can be freely accessed via
the internet. The website’s virtual Reading Room includes information,
pictures, audios and videos on historical, geographical, scientific and
environmental topics from all parts of the country. Digitised photographs,
maps, documents and illustrations on various aspects of Irish culture
and history, past and present, can be located from among hundreds of
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articles and from all parts of the country. Many historical collections
from the public libraries are also available on the site from different
periods, for example The Limerick Leader 1944-50 and The Waterford
News 1915-17. A collection of historic film clips from the early 1900s
onwards is also available to view and include many of Ireland’s most
important historical events such as Queen Victoria’s visit to Ireland in
1900, the Easter Rising, the War of Independence, President Kennedy’s
visit to Ireland and the bombing of Nelson’s Pillar. Video collections on
traditional Irish cooking and traditional Irish crafts can also be enjoyed
including videos on spinning wool, making butter, a thatcher at work
and laying cobblestones. Another excellent collection on the site is the
ebooks’ section which provides free access to an online library with over
five hundred historical books from the 1700s onwards. The collection is
organised by both county and topic and a full copy of each book can be
viewed. The section also includes full access to the statistical surveys
conducted between 1801 and 1832 for most counties.
The public libraries’ website www.askaboutireland.ie also includes
an upload facility which allows you to share your own information,
photographs and research findings with others. Uploads are displayed
with related information on the area and with the aim of further expanding
a comprehensive, online local history resource for each county.
Each public library offers a unique contribution to your research.
Many libraries arrange talks from local historians and hold interesting
exhibitions related to the history of the area. If you haven’t already, it’s
definitely time to explore what your library can offer to discover more
about your local history.
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Society Members of the Federation
If there are corrections or additions to be made to the following list please advise
Larry Breen, 8 The Paddocks, Naas, Co. Kildare. Tel. (045) 897445
e-mail: info@localhistory.ie
Co. Carlow
Carlow Historical Society, Deirdre Kearney, Ardmore, Browneshill Road, Carlow, Co.
Carlow
Co. Clare
Clare Archaeological and Historical Society, Mary Kearns, Ballycarroll, Barefield, Ennis,
Co. Clare
North Clare Historical Society, Maura O’Loughlin, Carrowmanagh, Kilshanny, Co. Clare
Co. Cork
Ballincollig Heritage Association, Kathleen Flynn, Ballyanly, Inniscarra, Co. Cork
Ballygarvan and District Local History Society, Thomas F. Ryan, ‘Bawnmore’, Sli Na
Habhann, Ballygarvan, Co. Cork
Beara Historical Society, Fachtna O’Donovan, Draum South, Castletownbere, Co. Cork
Blackpool Historical Society, Noirin Lynch, 90 Gt. William O’Brien Street, Blackpool,
Cork City, Co. Cork
Blarney History Society, Richard Bolster, Knockane, Donoughmore, Co. Cork
Coachford History Society, Anthony Greene, Peake, Coachford, Co. Cork
Dunmanway Historical Society, Norma Wilson, Bantry Road, Dunmanway, Co. Cork
Glanmire Heritage Society, Marie Lynch, c/o Community Centre, Riverstown, Glanmire,
Co. Cork
Great Island Historical Society, John Hennessy, 25 Belmont Place, Cobh, Co. Cork
History, Heritage and Tourism Group, Stephanie Hartnett, 30 Blackwater Drive, Mallow,
Co. Cork
Kilmeen-Castleventry Historical Society, Dan O’Leary, Caherkirky, Rossmore, Clonakilty,
Co. Cork
Kinsale Heritage Company, Dermot Ryan, Winter’s Hill, Kinsale, Co. Cork
Kinsale History Society, Dermot Ryan, Winter’s Hill, Kinsale, Co. Cork
Mallow Field Club, John Reidy, Knockbarry, Buttevant, Co. Cork
Skibbereen and District Historical Society, Liz Threapleton, Coornishal, Skibbereen, Co.
Cork
Whitegate and Aghada Historical Society, Joan Rockley, East Ferry, Midleton, Co. Cork
Cannovee Historical and Archaeological Society, Nora O’Leary, Kilcondy, Crookstown,
Co. Cork
Cloyne Literary and Historical Society, Marie Guillot, Kilcrone House, Cloyne, Co. Cork
Co. Dublin
Dun Laoghaire Borough Historical Society, Anna Scudds, 7 Northumberland Park, Dun
Laoghaire, Co. Dublin
Irish Genealogical Research Society, E. Rowland, 12 Cranagh Road, Rathfarnham,
Dublin 14
Loughshinny and Rush Historical Society, M. McCann Moore, Don Bosco, Harbour Rd.,
Rush, Co. Dublin
Mills and Milllers of Ireland, Stephanie Bourke, 67 Hampton Green, Balbriggan, Co.
Dublin
Mount Merrion Historical Society, Tom Ryan, 60 Redesdale Road, Mount Merrion, Co.
Dublin
Rathmichael Historical Society, Richard Ryan, 6 Hillcourt Road, Glenageary, Co. Dublin
Ballsbridge, Donnybrook and Sandyford Hist. Soc., Gail Wolfe, Pembroke Library,
Anglesea Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4
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Clondalkin History Society, Josephine Byrne, 64 Floraville Ave., Clondalkin, Dublin 22
Clontarf Historical Society, Kay Lonergan, 142 Vernon Ave., Clontarf, Dublin 3
Foxrock History Club, Dorothy Donnelly, Harwood, Torquay Rd., Foxrock, Dublin 18
Howth Peninsula Heritage Society, Sean O’Brien, 36 Shielmartin Drive, Sutton, Dublin
13
Kilmacud – Stillorgan Local History Society, Clive O’Connor, 9 Marsham Court,
Stillorgan, Co. Dublin
Knocklyon History Society, Aoife O’Tierney, 15 Knocklyon Grove, Templeogue, Dublin 16
Raheny Heritage Society, Brian Wray, 101 Collins Park, Donnycarney, Dublin 9
Rathfarnham Historical Society, Vera Bannigan, 1 Aranleigh Park, Rathfarnham, Dublin
14
Co. Galway
Foghenagh Local History Society, Frank Gavin, Pallas, Caltra, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway
Galway Archaeological and Historical Society, Eugene Jordan, An Chorrbhuaile, Bearna,
Co. Galway
Kiltartan Gregory Cultural Society, Rena McAllen, Kiltartan Cross, Gort, Co. Galway
Old Galway Society, Elizabeth Byrnes, Merville by The Bridge, Oranmore, Co. Galway
Western Archaeology and Historical Society, Maresa Wrey, 5 St. Mary’s Park, Tailor’s
Hill, Galway
Williamstown Heritage Society, Patrick Patterson, Islands, Williamstown, Co. Galway
Co. Kerry
Castleisland & District Culture and Heritage Society, Maggie Prenderville, Cordal West,
Castleisland, Co. Kerry
Kerry Archaeological and Historical Society, Maureen Hanifin, Kerry County Library,
Moyderwell, Tralee, Co. Kerry
Co. Kildare
Athy Museum Society, Eithne Wall, Chanterlands, Athy, Co. Kildare
Ballymore Eustace History Society, Margaret Pearse, 2334 St. Brigid’s Park, Ballymore
Eustace, Co. Kildare
Cill Dara Historical Society, Joe Connelly, Tullywest, Kildare, Co. Kildare
Irish Family History Society, John C. Heuston, P.O. Box 36, Naas, Co. Kildare
Kildare Archaeological Society, Mrs. E. Connelly, Newington House, Christianstown,
Newbridge, Co. Kildare
Kill Local History Group, Brian McCabe, Ivy Cottages, Johnstown, Co. Kildare
Maynooth Local History Group, Rita Edwards, 20 The Arches, Silken Vale, Maynooth,
Co. Kildare
Monasterevin Historical Society, Barry C. Walsh, Ballyfarson, Monasterevin, Co. Kildare
Naas Local History Group, Rose McCabe, 23 St. Gabriel’s Place, Naas, Co. Kildare
Rathcoffey History Group, Mairead Byrne, 135 Dara Court, Celbridge, Co. Kildare
Saint Mochua History Society, Andy Flaherty, Timahoe, Donadea, Co. Kildare
Clane Local History Group, Una Heffernan, Liosan, Millicent Road, Clane, Co. Kildare
Co. Kilkenny
Fassadinin Historical Society, Margaret O’Neill, Skehana, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny
Historical Tours of Kilkenny, Pat Tynan, Ballyda, Danesfort, Co. Kilkenny
Kilkenny Archaeological Society, Padraic Treacy, Rothe House, Parliament Street,
Kilkenny, Co. Kilkenny
South Kilkenny Historical Society, Eddie Synnott, Weatherstown, Glenmore, via
Mullinavat Post Office, Co. Kilkenny
Tullaherin Heritage Society, Joan Healy, Newtown, Bishops Lough, Bennettsbridge, Co.
Kilkenny
Co. Leitrim
Carrick-on-Shannon and District Historical Society, Elayne Connolly, Historical Centre,
Market Yard, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim
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Co. Limerick
Glin Historical Society, Rosemary Daly, Glin, Co. Limerick
Irish Palatine Association, Lorna Shier, Prospect House, Foynes, Co. Limerick
Knockfierna Heritage Society, Marion Hanley, Ballinoe, Ballingarry, Co. Limerick
Lough Gur and District Historical Society, Joan Dempsey, Camas, Bruff, Co. Limerick
Mungret Heritage Society, Deirdre Broderick, Corbally, Mungret, Co. Limerick
Thomond Archaeological Society, Mary Kenehan, 51 Rhebogue Meadows, Dublin Rd.,
Limerick, Co. Limerick
Co. Longford
Longford Historical Society, Doreen McHugh, Brianstown, Longford, Co. Longford
Co. Louth
Annagassan and District Historical Scoiety, Luke Torris, Wyanstown, Togher, Dunleer,
Co. Louth
Dunleer and District Historical Society, Muriel Sheils, Grattanstown, Dunleer, Co. Louth
Louth Archaeological and Historical Society, Seamus Bellew, 27 Stamanaran, Blackrock,
Dundalk, Co. Louth
Old Drogheda Society, Eamon Thornton, Millmount Museum, Drogheda, Co. Louth
Old Dundalk Society, Stephen O’Donnell, 5 Avondale Park, Avenue Road, Dundalk, Co.
Louth
Co. Mayo
Terry Reilly, Killala Road, Ballina, Co. Mayo
Westport Historical Society, Bronach Joyce, Clew Bay Heritage Centre, Westport, Co.
Mayo
Mayo North Heritage / Research Centre, P. J. Lynn, Enniscoe, Castlehill, Balla, Co.
Mayo
Co. Meath
Ashbourne Historical Society, Ann Kavanagh, 55 Bourne View, Ashbourne, Co. Meath
Meath Archaeological and Historical Society, Oliver Ward, Spiddal, Nobber, Co. Meath
Navan and District History Society, Ethna Cantwell, Windtown, Navan, Co. Meath
Rathfraigh Historical Society, Nicola Dowling, 187 Kilcarn Court, Navan, Co. Meath
Slane History and Archaeology Society, Ms. Sheila Crehan, Woodview, Slane, Co. Meath
St. Ultan’s Historical Society, Tom Wall, Mullaghmore, Boyerstown, Navan, Co. Meath
Co. Offaly
Birr Historical Society, Anne Ward, Woodlands Cottage, Birr, Co. Offaly
Offaly Heritage Centre Ltd., Michael Byrne, Bury Quay, Tullamore, Co. Offaly
Co. Roscommon
Co. Roscommon Historical and Arch. Society, Albert Siggens, Castlestrange, Castlecoote,
Co. Roscommon
Tisrara Heritage Society, Rev. Francis Beirne, Tisrara, Four Roads, Roscommon, Co.
Roscommon
Co. Sligo
Ballymote Heritage Group, Betty Conlon, Griananmore P.O., Ballymote, Co. Sligo
Co. Tipperary
Boherlahan/Dualla Historical Journal Society, Mr. T. A. Ryan, Ballinree House,
Ballinree, Boherlahan, Co. Tipperary
Clonmel and District Historical Society, Michael Dolan, 36 Rosemount Park, Rosegreen,
Cashel, Co. Tipperary
Fethard Historical Society, Mary Hanrahan, Rathcoole, Fethard, Co. Tipperary
Tipperary Clans Heritage Society, John Bradshaw, Goats’ Lane, Bansha Rd., Tipperary,
Co. Tipperary
Tipperary County Historical Society, Dr. Denis G. Marnane, 20 Main Street, Tipperary,
Co. Tipperary
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Co. Waterford
Waterford Archaeological and Historical Society, Michael Maher, 26 Kenure Court,
Powerscourt, Waterford, Co. Waterford
Co Westmeath
Moate Historical Society, Patricia McDowell, 4 Cois na Labhainn, Station Road, Moate,
Co. Westmeath
Westmeath Archaeological and Heritage Society, Mrs. Rosemary Cassidy, Slanemore,
Mullingar, Co. Westmeath
Co. Wexford
North Wexford Historical Society, Granu Dwyer, Mount Alexander, Gorey, Co. Wexford
Taghmon Historical Society, Nuala Carroll, 12 Castle Court, Taghmon, Co. Wexford
Ui Cinsealaigh Historical Society, Mary J. Mackey, Ballypreacus, Bunclody, Co. Wexford
Co. Wicklow
Blessington History Society, Jim Corley, Crosschapel, Blessington, Co. Wicklow
Bray Cualann Historical Society, May Harte, Royston, Westfield Park, Bray, Co. Wicklow
Greystones Archaeological and Historical Society, Aileen Short, ‘Brookfield’, Glen Rd.,
Delgany, Co. Wicklow
Rathdangan Historical Society, Kathleen Cullen, Killamoat, Rathdangan, Kiltegan, Co.
Wicklow
Roundwood & District Historical & Folklore Society, Cathal Mac Oireachtaigh, 75
Ashwood, Roundwood, Co. Wicklow
Wicklow Historical Society, Stan J. O’Reilly, 1 The Bank, Rathnew, Co. Wicklow
Jim Rees, 3 Meadows Lane, Arklow, Co. Wicklow.
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2013 — Dates for Your Diary
Visit to Bath – UK: April 22-26, 2013
The Federation after the very successful trip to York will visit Bath and
its surrounding area in 2013. It will be on similar lines to the York
trip spanning the five days from Monday to Friday. There will be an
invitation for our friends in the Ulster Federation to join us. The visit
will include exploring the historic city of Bath, Salisbury and its famous
cathedral, the ancient site of Stonehenge, a trip to the enchanting South
Cotswolds and much more. This promises to be a very interesting and
exciting journey to one of the most beautiful and historic districts in
England.
Federation A.G.M.: Waterford, Co. Waterford. May 24th. — 26th.
2013
The 2013 A.G.M. will be held in the historic city of Waterford and will be
hosted by the local Waterford Archaeological & Historical Society. The
format will be the same as in previous years, starting on Friday evening,
through Saturday and ending on Sunday. The package will include two
nights B&B and two evening meals in Dooley’s Hotel on the Quays in
the centre of the city. There will be an evening talk on Friday, the A.G.M.
and a historical guided tour of the city on Saturday and a visit to a place
of local historical interest on the Sunday morning.
FLHS & FULS: Visit to Aras an Uachtarain & Island Bridge Memorial
Park. June 2013
This year the joint visit in our Urban Experience programme will be to
Dublin. We plane to meet with our colleagues, visit Aras an Uachtarain
and hopefully meet the President Michael D. Higgins. This will be
followed after lunch to see the Island Bridge Memorial Park. Both these
visits will reflect sharing a common history affecting the whole island.
Visit Derry City — European City of Culture. Sept. 2013
With our friends in Ulster we plan to meet and join in the celebrations the
city will be having to mark this important event. It will be an overnight
stay and will offer a great opportunity to explore this vibrant city whose
history both past and recent has significantly influenced the course of
Irish history.
Spring & Autumn Seminars
We plan to hold both these seminars as part of our lecture programme.
For further details contact: Larry Breen at info@localhistory.ie
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Federation of Local History Societies
Membership Details
Society _____________________________________________________________
Secretary ___________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Telephone No. _____________________________ Mobile __________________
e-mail: ______________________________________________________________
Other Contact Phone ________________________________________________
Number of members in Society __________________________ *Fee € _____
*Membership fee per annum:
Individual:
less than 25 members:
26 to 50 members:
50+ members:

€ 5
€15
€25
€40

Cheques should be made payable to:
The Federation of Local History Societies,
c/o Mairead Byrne, 135 Dara Court, Celbridge, Co. Kildare
Email - maireadccbyrne@gmail.com
Note: This form may be downloaded from the Federation Web Site,
www.localhistory.ie
To be fully covered under the discounted Group Insurance Scheme with
O’Connor Insurances (01-492 2222), 112, Greenlea Road, Terenure,
Dublin 6W, your society must be a fully paid-up member of the
Federation which sends the list of members to that company which has
now issued renewal notices.
147

LOCAL HISTORY REVIEW 2012

148

