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The Federation of Local History
Societies
What it is and what it does
History
The Federation of Local History Societies was established in 1981 to
promote the interests of amateur historians and voluntary museums
and to represent their views. In the intervening years the number of
affiliated societies has grown to about ninety societies.
Aims
The aims of the Federation are:
1. To encourage research in the fields of history, archaeology, folklife and folklore.
2. To exchange information among affiliated societies through the
medium of newsletters, publications, seminars, etc.
3. To develop mutual support among affiliated societies.
4. To encourage the publication of information of historical interest
and the better utilisation of Archives.
Membership
Membership of the Federation is open to all Local History societies,
Archaeological societies, Field Groups, Folklore and Folk-life societies,
Family or Genealogical Societies and local museums. Other similar
organisations which don’t come within these categories can be linked
with the Federation through Associated Membership.
How the Federation Operates
The Federation has a voluntary secretariat by which societies can help
one another and combine to achieve results which could not be achieved
by individual effort.
The member societies come together twice yearly at different venues
around the country.
The Annual General Meeting and Seminars, Lectures and Workshops
provide an exciting exchange of ideas from all over the country.
The Federation’s Journal is a source of information on the activities
of the member societies and its content indicate the widespread and
growing interest in local history, which highlights the need for such an
organisation as the Federation.
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Individuals
When you join your local history group you are joining a lively group
of enthusiastic people who share a common interest in local history,
archaeology, folklore. You do not need to have any particular qualification
or a high level of knowledge of the subjects outlined, but as a member,
you will learn much about your heritage, in a most enjoyable way, by
having access to the lectures and slide shows organised during the
autumn, winter and spring.
Membership Application/Renewal Form is available for download
on the Federation website:
www.localhistory.ie



Local History Review 2011

Federation of Local History
Societies’ Officers
2010 – 2011
President:

Canon Sean O’Doherty, P.P.
Durrow, Co. Laois
Tel. (057) 873 6156
Email — olmns.ias@eircom.net

Chairman:

Frank Taaffe,
Ardreigh House,
Athy, Co. Kildare
Tel. (059) 863 8181
Email – fbtaffe@indigo.ie

Vice Chairman:

Padraig Laffan
92 Springhill Avenue,
Blackrock, Co. Dublin
Tel.: (01) 289 5778
Email: – padraiglaffan@gmail.com

Secretary:

Dermot Ryan
Winter’s Hill,
Kinsale, Co. Cork
Tel. (021) 477 2729 / (086) 826 7656
Email – dermotryannews@gmail.com

Treasurer:

Mairead Byrne,
135 Dara Court,
Celbridge, Co. Kildare
Re/ (087) 223 9410
Email – maireadccbyrne@gmail.com

Editor/PRO

Larry Breen
8 The Paddocks,
Naas, Co. Kildare
Tel. (045) 897445
Email – larrybreen8@eircom.net


Local History Review 2011

Committee Members
Joe Williams, 17, Kilmahuddrick Crescent, Clondalkin, Dublin 22
joewclonhist@hotmail.com
Kay Lonergan, 142, Vernon Avenue, Clontarf, Dublin 3
parkstennis@eircom.net
Kieran Hoare, NUI, Galway
kieran.hoare@nuigalway.ie
Maeve Mulryan-Moloney, Woodlands, County Kildare
maevemul@hotmail.com
P.J. Lynn, Enniscoe House, Castlehill, Balla, Co. Mayo.
pjlynn@eircom.net
Martina Griffin, Lorelei, Toorphelim, Moate.
martinacloghergriffin@gmail.com
Betty Quinn, Cordoogan, Monasterboice, Co. Louth
bett.quinn@gmail.com
Richard Ryan, 6, Hillcourt Rd., Glenageary, Co. Dublin
rmjryan@gmail.com
Mrs. Sheila Crehan, Woodview, Slane, Co. Meath
sheilacrehan@eircom.net
John Bradshaw, Goats’ Lane, Tipperary Town, Co. Tipperary
Tel. 062.33188.

The Society’s Website address is http://www.localhistory.ie



Local History Review 2011

Editorial
This edition of the Local History Review includes articles by member
groups from around the country and also reflects on some of the
important Federation events that were held during the year. The
Federation enjoyed a good year and we were pleased to see the joint
activities with the Ulster Federation continue to consolidate the close
relationship that has developed and blossomed over many years of
friendship.
The biggest challenge we face in the future is in the field of communication.
Good communication is the hallmark of any successful organisation
and in our case this applies to communication between the Federation
and its members and also between members groups themselves. To
help improve this process we now have a new website address and
are redesigning a new website which will be fully operational early in
2012. It is our intention to develop and use this as a conduit to conduct
our Federation business and encourage the sharing of local history
throughout the organisation.
An article in the review raises an important question in relation to the
continued use of townland names and the important part they play
in identifying the historical background of parishes and townlands all
over Ireland. With the plans to introduce post codes in the Republic it
is incumbent on local historians to be aware of the potential dangers
this could pose to the maintenance and preservation of such names. We
hope to visit this subject with a seminar in the coming year.
It is often said that all history is local and that local history is what
helps identify that sense of place we all have with our surroundings and
our local community. The Hidden Gems and Forgotten People project
promoted by the both the Ulster and Southern Federations offers an
ideal opportunity for all of us to develop and reinforce that sense of
place and share it with others. All are welcome to come on board and be
part of this unique archive of local history.
A new initiative recently launched by the Oral History Network Ireland
is both welcome and long overdue. It is an exciting development in the
area of oral history and augurs well for the future. There is so much
latent history in the memories of so many people that it is crying out
to be recorded and preserved for posterity. We look forward to this new
initiative bearing fruit in the years ahead. Oral History will be the subject
of our seminar in the spring.
Recently there has been increasing interest and emphasis on the whole
question of the global Irish Diaspora. The Government are suggesting
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a project called “The Gathering” which has been described by some as
the biggest ever tourist initiative in Ireland. This programme will be
aimed at three core audiences, the Irish Diaspora, people of non- Irish
extraction living overseas who have an affinity with Ireland and the
people of Ireland.
There is another movement called “Ireland Reaching Out” which is
already up and running. The basic idea is to identify people who have
emigrated abroad, trace them and their descendents and then invite
them to come back and visit their parish. This approach has many
potential benefits for all concerned. People from home and abroad can
help enrich their lives by learning more about their past and at the
same time the country can benefit both culturally and financially from
the exchanges that would ensue.
A word of thanks to those who were kind enough to contribute articles
and news and who have made the publication possible. A special word of
thanks to J. J. Woods for the typesetting and design of this publication.
This review plays an important role in our communication with each
other and in helping promote the study of local history countrywide.
Larry Breen
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Moone High Cross
Brendan Cullen
The High Cross at Moone displays most of the major characteristics
of Irish High Crosses. It has a stone circle or wheel, which connects
the arms to the shaft. It consists of several blocks of granite which fit
into each other by mortice and tenon joints. It has a pyramidal base
containing a deep depression into which the shaft slots. The cross is
orientated in an East-West direction. It contains scenes from scripture
and was probably originally painted. The cross dates from the early
9th century and is one of the most beautiful of all the High Crosses in
Ireland.
This imposing and attractive high cross consists of three pieces of
granite which were found on the site in the 19th century. Two sections
of the cross were discovered in 1835, buried in the graveyard. These
were reassembled in the same year and the cross was displayed in this
truncated form until 1893 when a third piece, the shaft of the cross,
found in 1873, was inserted between the head and the base. The cross is
17ft high (5.3mts) and is composed of a large pyramidal base supporting
a slender shaft surmounted by a small head complete with stone circle.
The carvings on the shaft are mostly of animals and bosses except
for the west face of the head which is occupied by a carving of Christ
crucified. The base is covered with scripture scenes executed in flat, low
relief. The “Help of God” theme is very prominent on this cross.
The West Face.
Panel 1. The Fall. (Genesis 3). Adam and Eve are depicted under the
Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. The serpent is entwined around the
trunk of the tree. Both Adam and Eve are covering their
nakedness with a hand so their original innocence has
been lost. This panel is placed back-to-back with the
crucifixion panel on the east side. The message here is
clear – the crucifixion i.e. salvation, is a consequence
of the fall. Adam and Eve are also depicted differently
from the figures on the other panels by being carved
in a slightly more rounded relief.
Panel 2. The Sacrifice of Isaac. (Genesis 22).
Abraham is seated at the right of the panel. He
appears to have some kind of implement in his hand,
possibly a sword or a knife. At the left of the panel his
son Isaac is bent over a small altar. In the top left of
the panel is an animal i.e. the ram which Abraham,
on the instructions of the Lord’s angel, substituted for Isaac. Isaac
11
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carrying the wood for his own sacrifice is sometimes regarded as an Old
Testament prefiguration of Christ carrying His cross.
Panel 3. Daniel in the Lions’ Den. (Book of Daniel 6). This is a very
appealing panel showing Daniel surrounded by seven lions (four on the
right and three on the left) rather than the more usual two or four lions.
The scene refers to the incident in the Old Testament when Daniel was
thrown into the lions’ den on the orders of King Darius. However, God
sent His angel to shut the mouths of the lions and so Daniel, the faithful
servant of the Lord, emerged unharmed from the den. Daniel has a
square body and has no arms. This depiction of Daniel is similar to the
little enamel men decorating the 8th century Irish Hanging Bowls found
in Norway in Viking graves and to the representation of St. Matthew in
the Book of Durrow (700 AD). This panel is one of the classic examples
of the Help of God series from the Old Testament that appear on so
many of the High Crosses.
The East Face.
Panel 1. The Crucifixion. In this representation of
the Crucifixion Christ is accompanied only by the
sponge and lance bearers. Christ is clothed in a long
garment down to his feet called a colobium. Longinus,
the spear bearer is on the left of the panel and is
therefore shown piercing the right side of Christ. The
sponge bearer Stephaton is on the right side of the
panel offering the sponge dipped in vinegar to Christ.
Many other High Crosses show Longinus piercing
the other side of Christ i.e. the left side. This panel is
placed back-to-back with the Fall panel on the West
Face.
Panel 2. The Twelve Apostles. This is a delightful
carving of the Twelve Apostles divided into three rows
of four. The faces are minutely different from each other as are also the
bodies. The bodies on the bottom row are square while on the top row
they are slightly oblong. All are square shapes like the body of Daniel on
the West Face. All are carved in low relief making the flat surface ideal
for painting over.
The North Face.
Panel 1. The Three Children in the Fiery Furnace. (Book of Daniel
3). This panel refers to the incident in the Old Testament where King
Nebuchadnessar ordered Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego to be tied
up and thrown into a blazing furnace because they refused to worship
the king’s false god i.e. a golden statue. After some time the king noticed
12

Local History Review 2011
four people walking around in the fire; the fourth person looked like an
angel. The three children were unscathed because of God’s intervention.
They are depicted in this panel under an angel whose wings seem to
forming a protective dome over them.
Panel 2. The Flight into Egypt. This panel is an
example of the Help of God theme from the New
Testament. It describes the occasion when Joseph
and Mary smuggled the infant Jesus out of the Holy
Land to avoid Him being killed by King Herod. Joseph,
on the right of the panel is leading a donkey which is
carrying the Virgin and Child. The head of the Child
is at an angle which suggests that the Baby’s body
was originally painted on top of the Virgin’s body.
Panel 3. The Loaves and Fishes. This is a simple
representation of the miracle of the loaves and fishes
when Christ fed 5000 people with only two fishes and
five loaves. The two fishes are carved at the top of the
panel; the five loaves underneath them. It is hard to know the meaning
of the two eels on each side of the panel. As well as being an example of
the Help of God theme from the New Testament this incident can also
serve as a figure of the Eucharist.
The South Face.
Panel 1. Visit of St. Anthony to St. Paul, the Hermit. Paul and Anthony
were among the first hermits of the Egyptian desert and were venerated
by the monks as the founders of the monastic life.
This panel depicts a bird bringing a loaf of bread to
St. Paul on the occasion of St. Anthony’s visit to him.
There are two figures in the panel. The one on the
left is seated on a chair. Above the figures is a bird (a
raven) and between them is a circular piece of bread.
This panel is an extension of the Help of God theme
into post-evangelical times.
Panel 2. The Temptation of St. Anthony. In this
panel St. Anthony is depicted between two strange
monsters one with a goat’s head and one with a
cockerel’s head. Probably these weird creatures
represent the devil.
Panel 3. Monsters. This panel consists of a sixheaded monster and may be part of the temptation scene in the panel
above it.
13
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Date of Cross: The
Moone Cross probably
belongs to the late 8th
or early 9th Century.
The style of carving i.e.
geometric-like
figures
closely resembles the
small square enamel men
that adorn the handles
of the 8th Century Irish
Hanging Bowls found in
Norway.
Note
In the early nineties the
cross began to show signs
of structural deterioration.
Kildare County Council
requested the then Office
of Public Works to take
the cross into its care. In
1993 the OPW became the
caretakers of the site and
cross, and in the following
year began a programme
of work to repair and
conserve the cross. The
cross was relocated inside
the remains of the early
Christian church which was
provided with a glass roof
to shelter the cross from the
elements and to ensure its
preservation.
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Mount Merrion and Titania’s Palace
Gerard O’Kelly
The South County Dublin suburb of Mount Merrion celebrated its
300-year anniversary in spring of 2011 with an Exhibition of Historic
Objects, a Baroque Concert and a Souvenir book.
The year 2011 was chosen because of the date 1711 inscribed on the
exterior wall of the present day Community Centre which consists in
large measure of the preserved and restored Pembroke and Merrion
Hunting Lodge Mount Merrion House, a brief history of which by
founder committee member of the Mount Merrion Historical Society,
Gerard O’Kelly follows.
This history includes the links between Mount Merrion House and the
miniature Palace of Titania Queen of the Fairies build by Sir Neville
Wilkinson in 1907 for his daughter.
In the year 1704 Richard Fitzwilliam succeeded as the Fifth Viscount
Fitzwilliam of Merrion. At that time his family home was Merrion
Castle now St. Mary’s Home and School for the Blind. His wife was the
daughter of Sir John Shelley, an ancestor of the Poet, Percy Shelley. In
1711 Merrion Castle became uninhabitable so Richard commenced the
building of Mount Merrion House, the Stewards’ quarters, and stables,
having selected and enclosed 100 acres of land. As Vice-Admiral of the
Province of Leinster, he hosted the Archbishop of the day in Mount
Merrion House. Richard died in England in 1743 and was brought back
to Ireland and buried in Donnybrook.
Richard, the Fifth Viscount’s eldest son, also a Richard, succeeded to
his vast estates but spent most of his time in England. Later on in
life Richard and his wife Catherine occupied Mount Merrion House
and developed the estate, building a new front onto the house and
constructing an avenue to Mount Anville as well as a Deer Park.
Richard, the Seventh Viscount Fitzwilliam, was sent off to Cambridge
and while there, fell in love with a Barmaid. His father sent him off to
the continent “to cool his ardour”. On returning the Barmaid had got
married with financial help from Richard’s father. Richard swore he
would never get married and spent the rest of his life collecting paintings
and antiques for his houses in Mount Merrion and Richmond. In his will
he left £100,000 to found the Fitzwilliam Museum to house his vast
collection of pictures, books and manuscripts. He also built the Catholic
Church on Booterstown Avenue in 1811 at a cost of £6,000 although he
was not of that denomination. In 1816 Richard died and was succeeded
by his brother John the Eighth and last Viscount Fitzwilliam, but leaving
15
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his large estate to George Augustus, Eleventh Earl of Pembroke, with
the remainder to the Right Honourable Sidney Herbert and his male
heirs.
John the Eighth Viscount Fitzwilliam died in 1833, which ended the
Barony, which had existed for two hundred years. The same year, the
Reverend John Pomeroy, Fourth Viscount Herberton and Vicar of St.
Anne’s Church, Dublin died in Mount Merrion House. The next to live
in Mount Merrion House were the Pembroke family and in 1905 the
Fourteenth Earl and Countess of Pembroke took up residence in Mount
Merrion House. In 1903 Sir Neville Wilkinson married Beatrix their
eldest daughter.
Now the beautiful story of Titania’s Palace begins. The Palace was built
for Guendolen, Sir Neville’s daughter, who believed she saw a fairy
running under the roots of a Sycamore tree in the grounds of Mount
Merrion House while her father was painting. Hence the connection
between Mount Merrion House and “Titania Queen of the Fairies”.
The building of Titania’s Palace commenced in 1907 in the workshops
of James Hicks No. 5 Lower Pembroke Street Dublin from the drawings
of Sir Neville. Some of the expert craftsmen to work for Hicks were Fred
Early, Tommy Lennon, Pierre Metge, Charles Bennett, Horace Uphill,
Arthur Dunn and others. A painting by Sean O’Sullivan of James Hicks
can be seen in the National Gallery.
The Palace was built on a scale of one inch to one foot in one hundred
year old mahogany. It is 116” long by 19” wide and 30” high. The eighteen
rooms are set on a pinewood-curtained stand and lit and heated by
electricity. There is a protective rail around the Palace, which serves as
a seat for young children. The Palace was finished and opened by Queen
Mary on her wedding anniversary, the 6th July 1922.
The whole Palace could be dismantled and divided into eight sections,
which were transported via a four-tonne lorry. The Palace travelled all
over the world to New Zealand, Canada, The Netherlands, Australia
and sixty cities including Dublin and the village of Ballinastragh, Co.
Wexford.
Each room has many special miniature pieces on show. The Hall of the
Guilds has a miniature-working model of bronze gilt cannon by a Michael
Mann of Nuremberg. The Hall of the Fairy Kiss has a Minstrel Gallery by
Thomas Lennon a master cabinetmaker from Dublin. The Chapel has a
ceiling adapted from the Book of Kells and designed by Sir Neville. The
dining room table is laid with Bristol glass and five pieces of English
Silver and two Irish Potato Rings. The Morning Room has a Queen Anne
style bureau and four of the drawers could stand on a postage stamp.
16
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The bathroom ceiling contains 20050 mosaic dots painted by Sir Neville.
The private entrance hall has a visitors book with the signatures of
Queen Mary on the first page also Charlie Chaplin, Shirley Temple and
W. B. Yeats. The Throne Room has a gem encrusted peacock with is tail
set with diamonds, rubies, emeralds and sapphires.
When the Second World War broke out in 1939 Sir Neville and Lady
Beatrix went to stay in Shelton Abbey the family home of the Earl of
Wicklow. Guendolen and Phyllis had rented a house from Sir Anthony
Esmonde in Ballinastragh County Wexford and exhibited the Palace
there.
In 1965 Titania’s Palace was packed and lodged for safe-keeping in the
Bank of Ireland. Guendolen and Phyllis went back to England to live in
a house on the Pembroke Estate called East Knowyle in Wiltshire.
In 1967 Titania’s Palace was put up for Auction and bought for £31,000.
Years later it was auctioned again and bought by Legoland for £131,000.
Now it is in a Fairy Castle in the middle of a lake in Southern Funen
Denmark.
Maybe in years to come it may return to its homeland the Island of
Ireland.
The Day Nursery
In this room there is a miniature gold model of a bicycle one and a half
inches long with swept back handlebars and wheels set with sapphires.
There is an ivory clock made by Colonel Gillespie, the friend of Sir Neville.
Also toys from all parts of the world fro San Francisco to Calcutta. The
day nursery fender is made of’ three solid gold slave bangles.
Princesses Daphne and Pearl’s Room
One of the principal features in this room is the beautifully decorated
cupboard in which their spare wings are kept. Fames always have a
clean pair of wings on Sundays and these are dyed in a rock crystal
basin in the bathroom. Sir Neville decorated most of the furniture in this
room. The toilet service is of Limoges porcelain and the embroidery on
the sheets and towels is the work of young girls who were in a hospital
in Croydon, London.
The Morning Room
A bureau in the Queen Anne style stands in the Morning Room. Four of
the tiny upper drawers could stand on a postage stamp. Each drawer
is properly dovetailed and lined with cedarwood. This is the joint
effort of Sir Neville and Mr. Thomas Lennon. The bookcase was made
by Harry Hicks and painted by Sir Neville Wilkinson. It contains the
17
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most remarkable book collection in the world consisting of 75 volumes,
bound in calf-leather including such titles as English, Scotch and Irish
airs also Burns poems, first edition 1786, all in miniature. Also in the
Morning Room is a watercolour by Samuel Palmer painted as a wedding
present for Mrs. A.E. Wilkinson the mother of Sir Neville. This painting
is two and three quarter inches by six and a quarter inches.
The Bathroom
The ceiling of this room is the work of Sir Neville and contains 250,000
dots of painted mosaic. The floor was exhibited at the Royal Academy
in 1927. There is also a 19th Century Dutch miniature silver clothes
press, two and three quarter inches high.
The Private Entrance Hall
This is a large hall with two open staircases leading to the upper landings.
In the hall is a rectangular showcase by a Percy Marks of Sydney on
four lion feet inset with opal plaques and surmounted by the Royal
Crown containing the visitors book with Queen Mary’s signature on the
first page together with signatures of Charlie Chaplin, Shirley Temple
and W.B. Yeats. Hanging over the opposite page, when on display, is the
golden key used by Queen Alexandra at Wilton House in 1908. The hall
contains Queen Titania’s Hercules bicycle six inches long, miniature
bowls and curling stones.
The Royal Bed Chamber
There is a broad frieze running around the room bearing the famous
“Spring Song” in raised gold letters which was written about 1350. This
was the first song in the English language to be set to music and was
the work of a Miss Mable McConnell of Dublin. The ceiling is divided into
21 compartments reminiscent of the famous ceiling of the Metropolitan
Museum of New York.
The bedstead is by Mr. Thomas Lennon and contains fine ivory carvings
dating back to Charles II. The toilet service was presented by Queen
Mary who also gave the yellow tea-service which matched the furniture.
In this room also, there is a 19th Century oblong shaped work table on
cabriole legs with hoof feet, the hinged top pierced with foliage opening
to reveal compartments two and a quarter inches wide. The dressing
table is by Mr. Thomas Lennon from a design by Sir Neville.
Oberon’s Study
Oberon is the Prince Consort of Fairyland. According to the ancient
documents preserved in the library at the Office of Arms, Dublin Castle,
Shakespeare made a slight error in calling him Oberon. Being Irish by
birth he should have been The O’Beron. His favourite instrument, the
18
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Cello, five inches high with the bow and a piece of music lean against
the chair in this room. The title of the piece of music is “The Overture
to Oberon.” There is a carpet made by a Mrs. Scott Cator copied from
the finest Persian prayer rug in the Victoria and Albert Museum. There
is also a silver plated miniature teapot, coffee pot, milk jug, sugar bowl,
slop bowl, cup and saucer, plate and toast rack on a circular tray.
There is a miniature Chippendale armchair with arms and cabriole legs
elaborately carved with shellwork and scrolls. The seat and back are
covered in brown leather. There is also a walnut bureau case by Fred
Early with broken arch pediment, the doors to the upper part containing
drawers and pigeon holes. The sloping centre with fall front is similarly
fitted with three long drawers below and an inlaid sun-ray medallion
seven and a half inches high. Also in Oberon’s study there is a tiny
enamel horse which was found in a mummy case. This was discovered
in a tomb close to Tutankhamen’s and reckoned to be 3,000 years old.
It is of Gaeco-Egyptian origin, probably 3,000 years old, and, so far as
can be ascertained from ancient records, it formed one of the many gifts
given to Queen Titania when she was born.
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Local History, Folklore and the
Penal Times in East Clare
Terri Shoosmith, SPAHSS Research Fellow, NUI Galway
The Barony of Tulla is the largest and most easterly of the eight Clare
Baronies. Covering just over a hundred thousand acres, it is bisected
by two ranges of low mountains, Slieve Aughty and Slieve Bearnagh,
between which is a land of rivers, lakes and bogs with some good farmland
but mostly acid soils. In earlier times the hills were thickly forested, but
by 1700 much of the woodland had been cut down or degraded and
the land used for rough grazing. Prior to the 1641 Rebellion, the local
magnates had been the powerful MacNamaras, but their power had been
encroached upon by the state-backed O’Briens. Following the rebellion,
they lost most of their land and power. In the wars of the 1650s the Tulla
population was decimated by Cromwell’s army, who were said to have
committed a massacre in Tulla itself. Many people were transported to
Barbados, and famine and disease killed many more. So in the 1660s,
when the area was designated as suitable for the transplantation of
‘innocent Catholics’, mostly from Tipperary, Limerick and Galway with
a few from Cork, Waterford and Kerry, the new settlers found a thinlypopulated region of very poor people and poor land, a great shock to
people who had come from the richer farmlands to the south and east.
However, because this was an area where Catholic landowners were
sent, the barony remained for some while overwhelmingly Catholic. In
1659, poll tax returns collected by Sir William Petty found that there
were 106 English and 3903 Irish. Although his definition of ‘English’ and
‘Irish’ is not as clear-cut as it sounds and the figures can be disputed,
they do give an indication of the sparsity of population and the ratio
between indigenous people and settlers.
What we somewhat misleadingly call the Penal Era is generally
considered to be a period during the eighteenth century when laws
restricting the practice of the Catholic religion were enacted, and severe
social, economic and political sanctions were placed upon those who
continued to adhere to Rome. The successive laws brought in between
1695 and 1730 made it impossible for any landowner to retain his
Catholic religion if he wished to have a place in the social hierarchy, and
although some people tried to hedge their bets by sending their wives
and children to Mass while they attended the Protestant church, or even
going to one in the morning and the other in the afternoon, successive
legislation aimed to tighten all loopholes so that by 1768 we find voters in
Ennis elections being disallowed because their children were Catholics
or they were once Catholics themselves. Only after they had produced
20
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a certificate of conversion and sworn a public oath renouncing the pope
and the Catholic religion before the electorate, could they vote.1
What this meant was that during the eighteenth century, Tulla society
became increasingly divided between the converted Protestant élite
landowners and the Catholic working majority, and the landowners
came to adopt the prevailing belief that Irish Catholics were lazy,
ignorant and needed to be ‘improved’. This is somewhat oversimplifying
the situation, because I am finding evidence that several Catholics
obtained lands through renting, in many cases large acreages, and
became influential members of the smaller gentry even if they could
not vote or hold legal office. In addition, Gaelic society itself had been
highly stratified, hierarchical and governed by wealth and status, so
that the Gaelic aristocracy and the new landed aristocracy were not as
dissimilar as Nationalist historians have wanted to believe.
Over the course of the penal Acts and the establishment of the new
landed estates, there were significant changes to Tulla society. For a
long period of time the Catholic church was in abeyance and had only a
small physical presence within the rural communities. This was a district
with few substantial settlements, and apart from the cathedral city of
Killaloe and the ecclesiastical community at Tuamgraney, few of the
more rural dwellers would have seen a priest more than once or twice a
year in any case. During the Cromwellian upheavals of the 1650s, it was
extremely dangerous to be found serving Mass, and accounts in parts of
Clare describe the hanging of priests, attacks on congregations during
Mass, and the selling of priests into servitude in the West Indies.
In 1704, eight priests were listed under the Registration Act as serving
the parishes of Tulla barony. After 1704 they were left undisturbed until
1708, when news arrived that the Old Pretender, James III, was en
route to England with a French fleet. Immediately a proclamation was
issued for the arrest and detention of all priests. ‘Some were arrested,
some went into hiding, and eventually the storm subsided. It was a
pattern which was to be repeated on a number of occasions over the
next forty years.’2 What this meant for the people of Tulla barony was
that the influence of Church teaching, patchy at the best of times, was
negligible for a good deal of the time, leaving people across much of the
barony to develop their own semi-religious system of social mores.
The physical and the mental worlds of the Catholic people had to adjust
and readjust at different times to the changing face of their landscape
and the constricted state of their church. Anthropologist Keith Basso
says that a sense of place, and the process of place-making is, ‘a way of
constructing social traditions, and, in the process, personal and social
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identities… what people make of their places is closely connected to
what they make of themselves as members of society.
Probably the most obvious connection between landscape and identity
is the use of Mass Rocks. High in the Slieve Aughty hills above Lough
Graney is a neolithic wedge-tomb with a flat stone ‘altar’ alongside it.
It is known locally as Altan Ultach, or the Ulstermen’s Altar, and is
connected to the Ulstermen who marched through the hills with Hugh
O’Donnell on the way to the Battle of Kinsale in 1607, some of whom
were said to have settled locally while fleeing back afterwards. The
relationship between Irish rural people and their human landscape is a
deep one, and it encompasses both this temporal world and a spiritual
and mythic world which was every bit as real. Ringforts, holy wells, and
other pre-modern features were believed to be liminal spaces, where this
world and the next connected. A folklore record from Caher, a townland
on the south bank of Lough Graney, tells of an old woman who cursed a
farmer who refused her money, and when he chased her off his land she
ran into a ringfort, turned into a hare and vanished underground.
Many ringforts contain souterrains, underground passages used for
storage or shelter, so it is very likely that hares are often seen to go
underground. As or the vanishing old lady – well, the local hedges are
very thick so it wouldn’t be that difficult to hide. And having seen the
vanishing hare, no self-respecting farmer is likely to carry on searching.
The great folklore-collector Kevin Danaher found similar stories from
all over Ireland. One very common use of ringforts in Tulla as well as
farther afield was as burial grounds for unbaptised children, strangers
to the parish and other people who died either unshriven or in a doubtful
state of grace. These places, between our world and the next, had a
sacred status, if a fearful one, and if the unbaptised souls were denied
heaven, they were at least resting among their ancestors. There are
thirty-seven recorded burial grounds in Tulla barony, and thirty-two
Holy Wells. Some occur side by side, which is not surprising since early
settlers would have built their farmsteads close to a water source. But
we might surmise that the presence of a well, also a sacred liminal
symbol, might have added a special grace to the site. Graveyards, such
as that in Faha townland where the church has long since fallen down,
may still be consecrated ground, and in fact burials still take place
at Faha churchyard, occasionally of family members who have lived
overseas most of their lives.
This link to one’s own soil, one’s own place, was of even greater
importance during the penal era. In fact, penal legislation was not
new when the first of the Penal Laws were enacted in 1697, because
restrictions on Catholics formed one of the chief grievances which led to
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the 1641 uprising. Furthermore, there is evidence that enforcement of
the laws was patchy and unsustained, and although over time Catholics
seeking to keep their place in the political and social hierarchy found it
expedient to convert, it was by no means a blanket suppression.3 But
during part at least of the eighteenth century people were banned from
burials in Catholic graveyards, and a Protestant priest had to officiate
at the burial. This meant that, although people could, and would, go to
great lengths to find a priest to say the last rites and hear the confession
of the dying person, the deceased had to be brought to a Protestant
church for burial. This caused two kinds of hardship. Firstly, Protestant
churches were few in upland areas, so that if you lived to the north of
the barony you would have to carry the body for ten miles over a rough
mountain cart-track to Feakle, where it would be buried in a Protestant
graveyard. Most often, Protestant churches were Catholic churches
which had been taken over, so that the land had once been consecrated
as a Catholic graveyard. But the key point to people in the more remote
farming communities was that it was not their own land. Consequently,
a practice arose where a handful of soil from the garden or farm would
be blessed by the priest and placed in the coffin before it was sealed so
that the family member was buried with his own soil, if not in it.
During the Cromwellian era it is no exaggeration to say that Tulla society
completely broke down. As the settlers began to take up their claims
and establish themselves as the new landlords of Ascendancy estates,
in a very real sense society had to reinvent itself. For the Catholic poor,
remnants of the Gaelic families, often including fallen members of the
local chieftain’s kin network, the rules which governed people and
customs had to be enacted with a sparse or completely absent religious
presence. The Schools Folklore Collection from the 1930s includes
several stories from the Lough Graney area which I think are interesting
in this context. Several were taken from Johnny Murphy, aged 90 in
1939, and his stories concern a semi-heroic character named Croċúr
Taidg. Croċúr Taidg had supernatural power, and Johnny said that ‘it
was well known that he could kill or cure if he wanted. It would not be
a safe thing to refuse Croċúr if he asked you for anything’.4 In one story,
a woman who kept a huckster’s shop in Gort a Doire , to the north-west
of the lake, refused him an ounce of tobacco so he left behind two rats
who ate all of her stock. She had to keep all of the stock in a hen-basket
hung from the roof. Next time Croċúr Taidg returned, she offered him all
the tobacco he wanted if he took away the rats, but he refused, saying,
‘an ounce will do me’.5 He possessed the power of life and death and
could control animals. He got rid of the rats by placing a razor blade in
a sod of turf on the ground and playing his whistle, at which the rats
came and cut their own throats.6 T. J. Westropp also relates that certain
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men of Limerick could remove rats from ships in the port by using the
same method, so it is clear that elements of these stories have a degree
of mobility and adaptation.7
When Johnny Murphy’s stories were collected in1939, he observed that
‘Croċúr Taidg could be dead these four score years’, which would date
him to the early part of the eighteen hundreds, though in a later story
he said that his grandfather had known him as a boy when Taidg was
an old man. There is another local woman, Biddy Early, who was born
in 1798 and reputed to have similar powers, though hers were vested in
a mysterious blue bottle from which she dispensed potions. There are
many stories common to the two, and Johnny’s first estimation would
make them roughly contemporary. My own theory is that the Biddy
Early stories, which are attributed to a documented living person, are
based upon a much older legendary figure, perhaps from this era of
change and absence of familiar structures such as local justice and
religion which would have exercised a moral role. Local folklorist Eddie
Lenihan, who has written about Biddy Early, also comments that some
of the Biddy stories were probably taken from earlier tales of Croċúr
Taidg.
If this is so, then Croċúr Taidg would have performed an important
function within the community. His role is an educational one, warning
people to share with those in need, and emphasising his message by his
refusal to display greed.
Many of the Croċúr Taidg stories, and those about Biddy Early, concern
the contest between the Church and what we might call pagan custom
and belief. The stories talk about a direct conflict between Croċúr Taidg
and the local priest. In the story of Croċúr Taidg and the priest of Feakle,
it seems that the two had a contest of power, specifically the power to kill
or cure. The priest, not surprisingly, did not approve of Croċúr Taidg.
The priest killed a cow and restored it, but Croċúr Taidg could only
kill his. They continued to argue, and eventually this so vexed Croċúr
Taidg that he swore ‘I’ll bring the church o’ Feakle down on the top o’ ye
yet!’ The priest died first and shortly thereafter the church did indeed
collapse on his grave, and people believed that it was Croċúr Taidg who
was responsible. This story is interesting for two reasons. Firstly there
is the contestation of power between the priest, who is here embodying
the power of the establishment and the Church, and Croċúr Taidg,
who embodies the power of the people’s own beliefs, which although
unregulated contain their own morality and social guidance. Secondly,
there may well be some significance in the extent of their power. The
priest had power over death and resurrection; Croċúr Taidg could choose
to kill or cure, but not bring back to life. But he did have the power to
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topple the edifice of the church and ‘bury’ the power of the priest, as
it were. We don’t know whether the priest in question is Catholic or
Protestant, but there are two identities at work here, that of Catholics
in a Protestant-controlled world, and that of a people whose beliefs
were vested in the landscape and established custom who were often in
opposition to a disapproving Church hierarchy. However, during times
when priests were actively hunted and persecuted, people went to great
lengths and took personal risks to protect the Catholic priests and meet
to hear Mass. Despite the disapproval of the higher Church authorities,
local rituals concerning holy wells, folk beliefs, burial practices and
village stations would all emphasise a sense of communal identity, in
which the Catholic priest is seen not just as an agent of the institutional
Church, or a channel of access to holiness, but as a symbol of cultural
identity. In the absence of formalised Catholic churches, and infrequent
priestly visits, the presence of physical sites of worship and tradition
within the landscape would have been of immense importance.
This article has been condensed from a much longer piece, and forms part
of work I am doing exploring the world of the poor and working people
of Tulla barony, not just the landlords and people of influence. Folklore
is one source I am interested in exploring, and there are very many
other stories which illustrate what we might think of as resistance to
authority, either the Church, the State or new and unpopular landlords
and customs. For many historians, the use of folklore to reveal aspects
of local life is dubious at best. But I believe that if one is trying to
re-create the world of the ordinary people, not just the élites whose
histories are recorded, folklore is a valuable key to the way that people
in the past thought about their landscape, their place in local society,
and their relationship with Church, State and landlord. The poor people
of east Clare may have been illiterate, and largely without power or
influence, but they were far from silent, and as historians I believe we
should spend more time trying to listen to their voices.
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Tower of Strength
Community Historian, Brendan Matthews for Millmount Museum,
Drogheda Co. Louth, has written the following article.
The beginning of the 19th century again brought major changes to the
town of Drogheda.
The population was on the increase and a town of major industrial
importance was emerging. Corporation records show that many of the
older buildings were being demolished, new roads, pavements and
streets were being laid down; many of the fine buildings, that survive
to this day, were constructed around this time, while there is even a
mention of the building of public toilets on the `new quay` at the foot of
Stockwell lane.
At one meeting, the corporation ordered that there would be no more
money paid for road repairs in the town until the `Dikes` at each side of
the road were filled up.
The meat market was still in the possession of the military throughout
the summer of 1802, however the Barrack Board finally surrendered the
premises back to the corporation by the end of October of that year.
Throughout the year of 1803, the corporation were still hoping to secure
a more permanent base for the military and a number of locations were
proposed at several assembly meetings, including a premises situated to
the west of West Gate and; at a specially held meeting of the corporation,
held at the end of November 1803, it was resolved that they were ready
to grant, free of rent, St. Laurence’s Gate to the English Government for
the use of a `Military Post`.
By the spring of 1805 there was also a large force of reserve soldiers within
the town who had been enlisted from Drogheda and the surrounding
area.
The Act of Union came about in the year 1800, which abolished the Irish
parliament and united Britain and Ireland into one Kingdom under one
parliament; however this resulted in Great Britain’s domination over
her smaller, poorer neighbour.
Britain was also involved in the Napoleonic Wars against the French
and, it was during this period (1804-1812) that the structures known as
Martello Towers were erected along the southeast coast of England and
the east coast of Ireland as a defensive mechanism against a threatened
Napoleonic invasion of these islands.
The towers were first introduced in the 15th century around Corsica
to protect coastal villages and shipping from North African pirates.
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Although the pirate threat subsequently dwindled, the Genoese built a
newer generation of the circular towers at the end of the 18th century,
which were then used to ward off later foreign invasion.
The origins of this new Martello tower came from the place-name
of Mortella Point, situated in the bay of St. Florent on the island of
Corsica, which had a round tower based there in the mid 1790`s during
the campaign of the British under Nelson whose flagship `Victory` was
deployed there; ironically, Corsica was also the birthplace of Napoleon.
A Lieutenant Moore, in Nelson’s army, was so impressed with the
structure of the tower at Mortella Point that he had the plan adopted by
the British, however the name `Mortella` was misspelled by a Captain
Wolsely and the name was subsequently corrupted to that of Martello.
Back in Drogheda, in the summer of 1806, the corporation ordered that
the `New gate` in Fair Street, and all the materials of wood and stone
be taken down and sold at public auction. On the 17th July 1807, the
corporation granted the freedom of the town to the, newly appointed, Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland and, subsequently under his orders, a Martello
type tower was constructed on top of the great mound at Millmount.
This new Lord Lieutenant or British Viceroy to Ireland was one Mr.
Charles Lennox, who was also the 4th Duke of Richmond. He had
succeeded the Duke of Bedford as Viceroy to Ireland in April 1807.
Born at Gordon castle near Thirsk in Scotland on the 9th December
1764, Charles Lennox was a keen British soldier and politician. He
became an army captain at the young age of 23 in 1787 and in 1789 he
was involved in two duels, one of which was against the Duke of York
who had accused him of `ungentlemanly behaviour`. In late 1789 he
married Lady Charlotte Gordon, daughter of the 4th Duke of Gordon,
and they had fourteen children, seven daughters and seven sons.
In the late 1790`s he participated in Naval engagements against the
French in the West Indies and Gibraltar; however he was soon back in
Britain after he became involved in several conflicts with his military
superiors. It appears that Lennox also loved the `high life`, partying and
heavy drinking. He also had a great love of Cricket and, it was he who,
in 1786, offered his full backing and support to Mr. Thomas Lord on the
opening of his first cricket ground and, although Lord’s cricket ground
has been moved a couple of times since then, it was the backing of
Lennox that provided the foundations for the best known cricket ground
in the world. The first Lord’s cricket ground was opened in 1787.
Charles Lennox also became an MP for Sussex in England from 1790
until 1807.
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On the 27th December 1806 he became the 4th Duke of Richmond after
the death of his uncle the 3rd Duke of Richmond, who was also named
Charles Lennox.
In April 1807 he became Lord Lieutenant, also known as, Viceroy of
Ireland, succeeding Sir John Russell, the 6th Duke of Bedford and, on
the 17th July of that year, he was granted the freedom of Drogheda by
the corporation who also presented him with a gold box. In March of
1808 the corporation petitioned the Duke for £100, which was to be
competed for at Bellewstown races; the Duke honoured the request and
a grant for a King’s Plate of 100 guineas was subsequently competed for
at Bellewstown in July.
It was also during this period, from 1808, that the corporation had
granted the use of the Millmount complex to be used, yet again, as
a Military Barracks and by the end of 1809 the Martello type tower
was erected on the summit of the great mound and which was to
become known as the Richmond Fort. Perhaps as a consequence of
being responsible for the construction of the tower, the corporation
again acknowledged the Lord Lieutenant by hosting a lavish banquet
in his honour in January 1810 at a huge expense; the cost of which
was debated at their monthly meetings. At a special general assembly
meeting held on the 24th January 1810, the corporation were, `taking
into consideration the ruinous state of the Mayoralty House and the
necessity of its immediate repair` and, it was also ordered that, `the sum
of £250.00 be granted to the Mayor to deploy the expense of the dinner
given to his grace the Lord Lieutenant`.
Also at this time, there was a large force of officers and privates of the
Wicklow regiment of the militia stationed in the town with the corporation
expressing their thanks to this militia for their `very correct and proper
conduct during their residence in this town`. The following May the
corporation resolved that `a sum, not exceeding £700.00, shall be paid
by the treasurer of the corporation to deploy the expense of repairing
and furnishing the Mayoralty House`. It is also interesting to note that,
the corporation ordered that St. John’s Gate, situated on the south
bank of the Boyne and northwest of Millmount, be taken down and sold
at public auction in October of 1810.
There has always been controversy on whether the Richmond Fort at
Millmount was ever indeed a true Martello tower built under Britain’s
National Defence Act of 1804 in anticipation of an Napoleonic invasion
of these islands. The 4th Duke of Richmond, along with that of his
predecessor, the 3rd Duke and also his successor, the 5th Duke, were all
heavily involved in the wars against France and all three were involved
with the surveying, planning and the erection of several of such towers
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from the 1790`s until the 1820`s.
In the later 1790`s, the 3rd Duke of Richmond was responsible for the
surveying, map publishing and the erection of a number of the early
towers on the islands of Guernsey, Jersey and along the south east
coast of England. From the late 18th century, the towers were being
constructed around Britain and were known under different names such
as Coastal-batteries, Beacons, Watchtowers, Gun-batteries, Coastalforts, Citadels, Redoubts, Round-towers, etc. and, subsequently, the
name `Martello` was then applied as a universal term for any round
defensive tower.
In 1803 Napoleon had subdued Italy and Austria and was preparing
to invade Britain and, at this time, 74 Martellos, along with 3 circular
fortresses were constructed around the southeast coast of England.
After the defeat of the French at the battle of Trafalgar in 1805, the
threat from the French diminished a little, however, from around 1808
a further batch of Martello towers were also constructed. In total, 103
towers were built around the southeast coast of England between 1804
and 1812, with 29 of the 103 towers having been constructed between
1808 and 1812 and which were slightly larger than the earlier towers.
In Ireland, the majority of the Martello towers were erected between
1804 and 1806.
Originally there was 74 towers planned for Ireland, however the total
number erected came to around 50, with 22 of them having been
constructed around Dublin Bay and 14 of these were actually constructed
between Sandymount in south Dublin and Bray in Co. Wicklow, while a
number of towers were also located along the north Dublin coast as far
as Balbriggan; perhaps giving us an indication that the British were of
the belief that Napoleon was sending a fleet of warships to Dublin Bay.
The tower at Millmount was built in 1808/09 and a further two Martello
type towers were constructed in 1812 on the banks of the Foyle river
at Magilligan and Greencastle in Co. Derry, while a number of similar
towers were also erected on the south shore of Galway Bay and along
the Shannon River at places such as Banagher and Meelick, which were
also built between 1810 and 1812. Martello towers were also erected
at this time as far south as Cork Harbour. In fact, Martello type towers
were constructed across Europe, Australia, the U.S.A, Canada, Jamaica,
Mauritius and Sri-Lanka from the later 18th century up until the late
1850`s, when a Martello tower was constructed in Sydney Harbour as a
protection against a proposed Naval attack by the Russians.
In 1854, the rifled breech-loading gun was invented by Sir William
Armstrong, who tested this new artillery out on a Martello Tower in
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Eastbourne, Sussex, in August of 1860. The tower, which was already
being lost to the sea by coastal erosion, was devastated and it became clear
that such towers could not withstand this new rifled artillery firepower
and so, from this time on, the Martello towers were discontinued.
Although the towers were built to `type plans`, there were local variations
depending on the contractors employed and the materials available;
however, most of the towers stood approximately 40 feet high, 35 to
45 feet in diameter and a single doorway situated some 15 feet off the
ground and which was reached by means of a ladder. The towers had
two floors and contained a garrison of around 25 men and 1 officer. The
wall of the towers, facing the coast, were also thicker than the rest of
the tower so that it could withstand heavy fire from ships. The majority
of the towers in both Britain and Ireland were erected, almost at the
waters edge along the coast; in fact, one third of all the towers that were
built in England have been lost to the sea by erosion. It is also estimated
that it took approximately six months to construct such a tower.
The tower at Millmount however, may have been deliberately constructed
here by reason that Drogheda was a very important garrison town of the
British Empire, thus protecting, not only the estuary of an important
river, but also the town and its inhabitants. The sight of the tower would
also have been a strong military statement by the British dominating,
as it did, the surrounding town, countryside and coastal area. Prior to
the time of the towers construction, the corporation of Drogheda were
seeking to establish a permanent military barracks within the town
and with the coming of the new Viceroy; the 4th Duke of Richmond,
to Ireland in 1807, with his experience of such towers and fighting the
French, along with a threat from Irish insurgents, the timing was right
for such an undertaking in Drogheda.
The nearest Martello tower to Millmount was that of Balbriggan some
15km south-east of Drogheda; however, it is also possible that the
Maiden tower, situated at the estuary of the Boyne was also used as a
look-out post in these troubled times? The majority of the towers also
had their guns placed on the roofs of the martellos, but at Drogheda the
two, nine-pounder, guns were placed on a moveable platform beside the
tower. The reason for this may have been that, the tower was already
sitting on top of a great mound, being very much higher than any of the
rest in Britain or Ireland and, placing the guns on the roof of the tower
would not have been of any great benefit and, in fact, may have been
a hindrance in any defensive situation due to the height at which they
would have been placed.
The majority of the towers were also protecting the coastal areas, acting
as Beacons for a proposed threat; however, the tower at Drogheda was
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in fact protecting a garrison and a prosperous town; a jewel in the
crown of Britain’s policy in Ireland after the Act of Union less than a
decade earlier. The topography of Drogheda and the surrounding area,
including a major route-way to the north also made Drogheda a `Key
Player` in these troubled times of the British Empire.
A stonewall parapet also surrounded the tower at Millmount protecting
the gunners; while at the other towers the parapet was situated on
the roof where it too protected the guns. It is clear that the tower at
Millmount then was not just erected as another, `Martello` tower as a
result of a proposed Napoleonic invasion, but rather that it was erected
as a backup for the coastal watchtowers and that its line of defence was
therefore the protection of the north-east territory and guarding one of
the most important trade routes; that of the estuary, which, if fallen into
French hands, would have been detrimental to Britain.
The Duke of Richmond was also very anti Catholic and a strong advocate
of oppressive measures to subdue the populace and, after the rising of
1798 and the follow-up executions of rebels including that of Robert
Emmett, the construction of the Richmond Barracks in Drogheda was
also yet another symbol of oppression by Britain in Ireland and the
erection of such a magnificent tower on top of the great mound also
reflected a symbol of great strength to any future insurgency against
the town.
Charles Lennox, the 4th Duke of Richmond, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland,
was a very colourful character, to say the least. The tower at Millmount
was aptly named Richmond Fort in his honour and his name will be
synonymous with Drogheda as long as the tower remains. He left his
position as Viceroy to Ireland in July of the year 1813; the new Lord
Lieutenant being Charles Whitworth, also known as the First Viscount
Whitworth. At a meeting held on the 16th July 1813, the corporation
addressed a letter to `His Grace, the Lord Lieutenant Charles Lennox
on the eve of his departure`, expressing their grateful thanks and
acknowledging the great work that he had done for Drogheda at a time
of great trouble and strife in the country.
After the 4th Duke of Richmond left Ireland, he and his family moved
to Brussels from their family estate in Goodwood in Sussex and, again,
this was due to the fact that the Duke was unable to maintain his estate
as a result of his extravagant lifestyle.
While he was abroad he continued to participate in the Napoleonic Wars
and in 1815 he was in command of a reserve force in Brussels. He was
protecting that city in case Napoleon had won the battle of Waterloo.
His command were also involved in heavy fighting with the French at
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this time, however, he himself was not involved in any of the fighting,
preferring instead to have dinner parties with fellow officers.
In the year 1818 he was appointed Governor General of Upper Canada
and, it was while he was on one of his visits to a small British Garrison,
about 200 km from Quebec, in 1819, that he was bitten by a pet fox
and died of rabies on the 28th August of that year; Charles Lennox, 4th
Duke of Richmond, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 1807 – 1813.
In Britain and the Channel Islands there are several places named
Richmond fort and Richmond barracks in his honour. There was also
a Richmond barracks in Thurles, Co. Tipperary named in his honour,
along with a Richmond barracks at Inchicore and the Richmond
Gatehouse at Kilmainham, which were also named after him. He also
laid down the foundation stone for the erection of Nelson’s Pillar in
Dublin in February 1808.
The towns of Richmond in Ontario, Richmond Hill, also in Ontario and
the town of Richmond in Quebec were also named after him. Apart from
the forts, barracks, towers, etc, there are numerous streets, hospitals,
asylums, etc, named, not only in his honour, but also in the honour of
his predecessor and uncle the 3rd Duke of Richmond, who also played
a key role in the erection of the early Martello towers, while a number
of other places, including a tower in Canada, are named after his son,
also named Charles Lennox and who became the 5th Duke of Richmond
after the death of his father in 1819.
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Luke Cullen
The Monk of Clondalkin – Brother Elias 1793 -1859
Joe Williams
Luke Cullen was responsible for what was possibly the first oral history
project in Ireland, in which he recorded the events of the 1798 Rebellion
along the border of Wicklow and Wexford as well as detailing the lives of
some of the participants.
Born at the Commons Little Bray, in the then Parish of Cabinteely,
in 1793, he spent most of his childhood with relatives in Wexford. He
attended school at Glenbrien near Gorey. Obviously it was here that he
first heard the stories of the Rebellion, later he was to travel throughout
the area collecting more information. These travels are mentioned in his
writings “but when I was in Wexford last” in 1825, MS 1472. He also
corresponded with Garret Byrne of Ballycapple and Daniel Mc Auley of
Oulart.
In his own words Cullen related that “he learned from the survivors and
children of the butchered”. Likewise Charles Dickson in The Wexford
Rising of 1798, at the introduction to Appendix IX, notes
“This is a description of the battle of Arklow, as related to Luke
Cullen by a participant on the insurgent side” and in a footnote
to the same appendix continues “that Luke Cullen’s informant
on this occasion was a member of the Wicklow contingent.”
It was at the Monastery of Mount St Joseph, Clondalkin that Luke
Cullen started to transcribe the records he had collected. He joined the
Third Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, the Carmelites, in 1838 aged
45 years. Previously he had spent his working life as a seaman, now he
took Holy Vows and the religious name Brother Elias.
Although without book-learning he was put teaching in the Free School.
He transcribbed his collected material onto whatever scraps of paper he
could find; roll books, school books and the back of letters.
His working conditions were not ideal, writing to the historian Dr R.
Madden in October 1843 he stated, “I am obliged to write in school
hours, subject to great interruption and the clamour of 140 boys taking
advantage of me when occupied”.
That his journeys continued after he joined the monastery is shown in a
letter to Dr Madden from Newtownmountkennedy in July 1854. He later
mentions visiting Kilcoole and Newcastle in 1855/6.
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During 1857 Cullen visited Anne Devlin at her lodgings off the Coombe,
Dublin and in the preface to the manuscript which records their
meetings; he gives his reasons for his occupation.
“My design is to give her own words, with her own meaning of
them. My occupation fills my own time, with the exception of a
small portion necessary to unbend the mind. And this portion
I have freely given to preserve this portion of my country’s
history.”
That he was well read on the history of 1798 can be seen in his
many quotations from the writings of Musgrave and Hays and in
his correspondence with Dr Madden after the publication of the first
volumes of his history. Cullen claimed that his interest in recording the
folk memories of the participants came from having read these earlier
histories and noting that they did not mention Michael Dwyer nor follow
up on the events after June 1798. He was also critical of Maddens work,
in MS 1472 page 230, part of a letter to the historian reads:
“If you will permit me to say without giving you any offence
that I have heard several say since the publication of your
works that you gave a large space to the Men of the North and
that you scarcely noticed the Gentlemen that took the field
first and remained out.”
The mid nineteenth century historians reflected the views of the
Establishment. This was dismissive of the United Irishmen and the
Fenians, both of which were seen to be nationalist and anti clerical.
One historian, W.J. Fitzpatrick, explained why in this atmosphere he
excluded the material of Cullen,
“Owing to the revival of Fenianism in Ireland, we have deemed
it more prudent not to use, in the present volume, the exciting
details collected by Mr Cullen.”
Some commentators have said that Cullen’s work was that of one who
had read all the published histories or recorded the recollections of what
others had been told. While this may have been a factor in his writings,
there is evidence that he lived in and revisited the region within twenty
years of the conflict and spoke to some of the participants. His research
was, in the main, to remain unpublished until the middle of the 20th
century.
While Luke Cullen is best remembered for his writings on 1798 there
is also among his papers a Local History. This is a diary in the Byrne
Papers, M 5892A, which includes notes on Clondalkin of which the
following are extracts,
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September 1844
300 boys on our school books and about 120 or so in daily
attendance, all left to attend celebration procession on release
of Daniel O’Connell from Richmond Bridewell.
Lord Mayors of Dublin
The parish of Clondalkin gave three Lord Mayors to the City
of Dublin.
1845
John L Arabin
Corkagh
1846
Michael Stanton
Collinstown
1854
Sir Ed. Mc Donnel
Killeen
Nowhere in Luke Cullen’s papers is there any mention of why he entered
the Order at Clondalkin. The possibility that he did so to find a refuge
to transcribe his notes must be considered. Prominent figures such as
Lord Cloncurry, Daniel O’Connell and the historian Dr Madden had
connections with the monastery. Lord Cloncurry’s family, Lawless,
owned Shangannagh Castle and had lands at Kilruddery, Corke and
Old Connaught on the Dublin/Wicklow border. As these adjoin Little
Bray the Cullen families possibly were tenants of theirs or at least were
known to them. Any of these could have suggested that he reside there,
however there is no documentary proof of this.
Dr Madden, in the front piece to Cullen’s manuscripts held in Trinity
College library, pays him the following tribute;
“These papers were given to me to use in the new edition of my
work by Luke Cullen the Monk of Clondalkin. He died in his
monastery in the early part of 1859. An indefatigable inquirer
into the matters connected with the lives and times of the
U.I.M. and a truly disinterested one.”
Luke Cullen began his Life of Anne Devlin with the following quote from
Othello.
“I will a round, unvarnished tale deliver, nothing extenuate,
nor aught set down in malice.”
Time has shown that they were well chosen words. He died on 6th January
1859, aged 66 years, and is buried in the cemetery of the Monastery of
Mount St. Joseph, Clondalkin.
Manuscript Sources
Dublin National Library
MS 9760 – Luke Cullen Papers included in Clondalkin School Roll Book.
MS 9762 – Luke Cullen Papers included in Book of Mathematical Problems
Dublin Trinity College Library
MS 1472 – Madden Papers containing MS of Luke Cullen.

35

Local History Review 2011

John Devoy - Greatest of the
Fenians
Brian McCabe
Some of you, who are accustomed to travelling along the busy Naas dual
carriageway [N7], may have noticed that the granite roadside memorial
to one of Ireland’s greatest patriots, John Devoy, which stood alongside
the south-bound lane, seems to have disappeared following the recent
upgrading of the road. Fear not. The memorial, which was erected in
the 1960s on the reputed site
of Devoy’s birth-place near
the village of Kill, has simply
been re-located a few hundred
yards to the left, on the new
connecting road between Kill
and Johnstown.
Devoy, who was described by
Padraig Pearse as “the greatest
of the Fenians” was born at
Greenhills, Kill in September
1842 and attended the local
national school there until he
was six years of age.
Shortly after the Famine, in
1849, the family moved to
Dublin where John was first
sent to the O’Connell Schools
in Richmond Street and then
to the recently established
‘model’ school in Marlborough
St. It was here that he first
began to show signs of his
rebellious nature by refusing to sing ‘God save the Queen’ — as was
required at the time - for which impertinence he received a blow on the
head with a slate from an irate teacher, which was to dog him in later
life.
In 1859, when he finished his schooling, his father (William) secured a
job for him in the office of an Englishman named Fitch who sold hops
to Watkins’s brewery where his father was employed. John’s interest
however lay in nationalism and politics in which he was becoming
increasingly involved. After a disagreement with his father, who felt that
36

Local History Review 2011
he was too young to be getting so involved, John decided to run away
from home and in May 1861 he joined the French Foreign Legion. His
stay in the Legion however, was a short one and he left in March 1862.
On his return to Ireland he threw himself into the activities of the
Fenian Brotherhood which had now been revived. Later that year James
Stephens, head of the Fenians, sent John back to the Kildare area to
act as the Fenian ‘centre’ there. It was part of a general trend whereby
members of the ‘new Dublin organisation’ of 1861 returned to their
native areas to spread the ‘gospel’ of Fenianism. He used his family
connections to secure a job with Watkins’ brewery in Naas, where he
was to stay for the next four years working secretly and establishing
branches of the movement throughout the county.
In 1865, because of the threat of a rising, the British authorities moved
against the Fenians and many of the principal leaders were arrested.
Devoy evaded arrest by hiding in the outlying areas - no doubt making
use of his family connections in the locality. After this, he returned
to Dublin again where he continued his work, trying to recruit new
members (particularly disaffected Irishmen in British Army regiments).
In 1866 however, he was arrested by the British authorities along
with about 3000 other Fenians, and sentenced to fifteen years penal
servitude.
Devoy was imprisoned in Mountjoy, Millbank, Portland & Chatham
prisons in England where he endured great hardship. After an enquiry
into the ill treatment of Fenian prisoners, many of them (including Devoy),
were released on condition that they leave the country. Devoy, with a
number of others including O’Donovan Rossa, went to America where
they were extremely well received by the existing Irish organisations
there.
Many of the Fenian prisoners who had arrived in the U.S joined the
Clann na nGael organisation, which was active there in promoting the
cause of Irish freedom and raising funds for action in Ireland to advance
that aim. Devoy quickly emerged as the leading figure in that body and,
indeed, it might be said that, at the head of Clan na nGael, he was to
devote the rest of his life to raising funds and helping to procure arms
and ammunition for the cause in Ireland and to become probably the
most persistent thorn in the side of the British government in Ireland.
Around 1916, in particular, being aware of the planned rising in Dublin,
he sought to assist the IRB with both funds and weapons and it is said
that he had to be talked out of returning to Ireland to personally take
part in the Rebellion. Eventually he was persuaded that he would be of
more use to the cause by staying in the U.S.
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Devoy was famous as an organiser of jail escapes. For example, after
the arrest of the leaders of the Fenians in 1865, Devoy was the chief
planner of James Stephens’ audacious escape from Richmond Jail in
Dublin. With the help of Fenian sympathisers in the army and prison
service (and particularly a doctor’s orderly who made a wax impression
of the key to Stephens’ cell) the escape was successfully carried out in
November of that year.
Another, even more famous, rescue
of which he was chief organiser, was
that of six army men who had been
convicted of being Fenians and who
had been transported to Freemantle
in Australia. Devoy, because he had
originally recruited these men, felt
it his duty to try to arrange their
escape. From New York, he arranged
the purchase of a small ship ‘The
Catalpa’ which, it was planned,
would sail to the coast off Freemantle
and rescue the prisoners from there.
Amazingly, having received word from
the Catalpa, the men managed to
escape from a working party outside
the prison colony, reach the ship by
whaleboat and, after several hairraising adventures, succeeded in
evading the British Navy, and reach
New York in triumph in 1876.
The escape was a massive propaganda
coup for the Fenians and for the Irish
cause world-wide.
Happily, Devoy lived long enough to
see Ireland achieve independence
in 1922 and, in 1924, he paid a
nostalgic visit to Ireland where he
was treated as an honoured guest
of the Government and was feted
everywhere he went.
Devoy died on 29 September 1928 in the Ambassador Hotel in Atlantic
City, where he had gone for a short break. His body was brought back
from New York and he was buried, like so many other famous political
figures, in Glasnevin cemetery in Dublin.
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The Mallow Spa
Kevin Myers
The town of Mallow in North Cork has often been referred to as ‘the
crossroads of Munster’, with its busy railway station which acts as a hub
for all parts of that province. The town owes its origin to the strategic
crossing of the river Blackwater which enabled travellers, armies and
traders to journey from
north to south to reach
the southern towns
and ports of Cork.
The river crossing was
guarded for centuries
by a castle on the
northern bank and the
ruins of the old Tudor
house remain to this
day. Close by is the
later Mallow Castle
which was inhabited
for over 400 years by
the Jephson family
until 1983.
Another
Tudor-style
building will catch
the eye of the visitor
approaching
Mallow
from the east or the
north; this is the Spa
House which stands
on the site of the hot
spring which for many
years in the 18th and
19th century, brought fame and notoriety as well as all kinds of visitors,
the healthy, sickly, good-time Charlies and the curious. Thankfully for
the student of local history the Spa phenomenon also attracted the
travel writers of the times who left us with some good accounts and
commentary on the goings on in the town during those years.
Mallow could also be considered a crossroads from the geologist’s
perspective. It lies on the northern boundary of a great mass of old
red sandstone which runs in a fairly straight line from north Kerry
eastwards into Co. Waterford. Fanning out from Mallow in a north39
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westerly direction is a formation of more sandstones and shales while
running north-eastwards is a seam of carboniferous limestone. It is to
the presence of limestone on the surface, but with its characteristic
deep sinkholes and underground channels that we owe the spa hot
springs. How hot is the hot spring? The temperature of normal spring
water is 9.5 – 10.5°C. The mean temperature of the Spa well at Mallow is
19.5°C (it rises to 22°C in late summer when water levels are usually at
their lowest). The depth of the wells — there are a few — is up to 700m
and at that level the water temperature is c. 300°. As the hot water
rises to the surface however it mixes with normal spring and rainwater
closer to the top and thus the temperature drops considerably before it
bubbles at the surface.

The good people of early 18th century Mallow and surrounds generally
continued to regard the hot wells as holy places, one being dedicated
to St. Patrick and another to St Peter. However they also were believed
to have curative powers as, in 1724, a Mrs. Welstead of Cork was being
treated by a very eminent physician, Dr. Rogers, and when he found
that the only liquid that she could retain was ‘Mallow Spa’, he began to
investigate the source. Within a short few years the Mallow waters had
become quite an attraction.
Mallow became the most popular resort in Ireland for people suffering
from a variety of illnesses. The town also became a mecca for high living
and social events with the season lasting from April to October. Lodging
houses sprung up along the main street and it became the fashion to sit
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at the large square first-floor bay windows which remained as unique
features of the Mallow streetscape up until recent years. The view from
the windows was of nightly parades, sham battles and street music.
Many doctors advised patients to travel to Mallow to ‘take the waters’, a
course of which by then was believed to be very effective in curing lung
diseases, consumption, tuberculosis and indigestion. One doctor wrote
that: “the virtues of the waters seem to be to cleanse the stomach and,
primae viae, to correct the peccant humours lodged there, and to open
the obstructed glands. Thus the stomach will be supplied with new and
healthy juices, appetite and digestion restored and the whole animal
economy quickly reap the advantage”.
Many verses extolling the virtues of the Spa were composed; one, the
‘New Ballad of hot wells at Mallow’ appeared in the Ulster Miscellany,
1753. A flavour of the verse:
All you that are
Both thin and bare,
With scarce an ounce of tallow,
To make your flesh
Both plump and fresh,
Come, drink at springs at Mallow.
For all that you
Are bound to do
Is just to gape and swallow,
You’ll find by that
You’ll roll in fat
Most gloriously at Mallow
Ye ladies fair
Who want an heir
Whose fruitful fields lie fallow,
Leave spouse at home
And hither come
To drink the wells at Mallow.
These were relatively prosperous years, at least for the new breed of
wealthy Anglo-Irish landowners. They had new money and plenty of
time to spend it. Mallow had a lot to offer and they came here in great
numbers. These were the days when the ‘Rakes of Mallow’ became
famous. Some of the ancestors of Elizabeth Bowen who had been granted
land in the locality were regular visitors; she was to refer to the Rakes
as: “squireen playboys or cadets of the greater families…if the rakes did
not ride down Mallow Street letting off pistols like cowboys in a wild
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western into town on a spree, that was about all they did not do”.
Spending faster than it comes,
Beating waiters, bailiffs, duns
Bacchus’ true begotten sons,
Live the Rakes of Mallow
Living short but merry lives,
Going where the devil drives,
Having sweethearts but no wives
Live the Rakes of Mallow
Then to end this raking life,
They get sober, take a wife
Ever after live in strife
And wish again for Mallow.
Newspaper published advertisements advocating the taking of lodgings,
attendance at ‘publick breakfasts’, visits to the races and noting the
presence of the nobility. The Cork Evening Post had the following notice
in 1769: “Mallow — there was never known to be a greater number of
nobility and gentry at the Spa than has been this season, of which many
have found vast benefit by drinking the waters. There has been 237 at
a ball among whom were the Rt. Hon. John Ponsonby, Speaker of the
House of Commons, and his lady, the Earl and Countess of Shannon
etc. At the breakfast which was given at the Long Room, there were
collections made for the poor.”
The merriment was not to go on however; some commentators, notably
Rev Horatio Townsend and Arthur Young, the agriculturalist, writing
in the fourth quarter of the 18th century, were far from impressed with
the facilities and the general appearance of the place. Prices appeared
to have gone out of line and hygiene left a lot to be desired. Then the
political situation grew tense culminating in the rebellion of 1798 and
the Act of Union of 1800 changing much of the balance of influence
and power. The landed classes became more cautious and some set
their sights on the more up-market resorts such as Bath in the south
of England.
When the new Jephson Lord of the Manor, took over the running of the
town in 1821 he set about much needed infrastructural improvements,
new public buildings and a market house. He also designed an
impressive building in 1828 to house the Spa well and equipped it with
consultation rooms and bathrooms. The Spa House has stood to the
present day and is now in the possession of the local authority. He was
fighting a loosing battle however; fashion and indeed medical science
had moved on. Nonetheless the season continued each year to attract
its visitors to take the waters.
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The water was in great demand by the townspeople. The local relief
committee sought to generate employment by providing easier access
to the spa well by constructing new passageways and around the year
1857 Sir Denham Jephson Norreys had the water pumped to a location
nearby for the use of the ordinary folk. The facility, known as the ‘dogs
heads’, still stands today. A strong trade developed for the water in the
city of Cork, one that lasted into the 20th century.
Some of the headstones in the Church of Ireland yard in the centre of the
town stand as a reminder of the visitors from far and wide who came to
take the waters but failed to get back home. One such is that of Captain
William Faithful Fortescue. William came from Malahide but was of the
Fortescue family from Ravensdale and Dromiskin, Co Louth. He was
a member of the Innishkilling Fusileers and, having been wounded at
Waterloo, came to Mallow Spa to recuperate.
The Mallow Spa water has been put to good use in various ways in the
20th century, from cleaning out the yard of the cattle mart to helping
in heating the water for the local swimming pool. It is hardly likely that
medical science will turn to the Spa in the near future but it has helped
to shape the fine town that has become Mallow Co Cork.
Further reading:
Most of the material for this piece has been taken from articles written
for the Mallow Field Club Journal, principally, Journal No 2, 1984 and
Journal No 5, 1987.
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An Original Galway Hooker Storm
Jib Sail.
Aiden Clarke
On display in The Clew Bay Heritage Centre, The Quay, Westport, is
an original storm jib sail from a
Galway hooker. The sail is made
from calico and is still in its original
oakbark protection. It was made in
the Claddagh in the 1890s. Mr. Willy
Kirkham presented the sail to the
Heritage Centre.
The main boat-building centre in
the early nineteenth century in Co.
Galway was the old Claddagh village.
Rigging and sail making were done by
the fishermen themselves, using the
floors of the local Dominican church
and courthouse to cut out the sails. In
1893 the Congested Districts Board
had two large hookers, Sophia and
Star of Murrisk, built by O’Donnells of
the Claddagh. They cost £100 each.
They were sent to Murrisk on Clew Bay to help develop the fishing
industry.1
The Sophia was named after Sophie,
wife of the patriot William O’Brien. The
O’Briens lived in Mallow Cottage, near
Westport, at the time and were very
involved in trying to improve the lot
of farmers and fishermen in the area.
O’Brien proposed to the CDB the setting
up of a loan fund for the fishermen of
Murrisk to purchase new boats and
equipment, and he invested £350 of
their own money in the scheme2. (Sophie
was a Russian heiress and had a private
income).
William and Sophie O’Brien.
Sophie O’ Brien herself wrote about the
Sophia;
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“A Local Fund had been started in Murrisk soon after we settled down
at Mallow Cottage, in connection with the Congested Districts Board, to
enable the fishermen to get better and larger boats, and to get nets and
other means of fishing. The fishermen who had been allotted a better
boat had to pay back the price of it, in instalments, to the board. Burke
had been among the first to get one of these fine boats. He well deserved
the confidence shown him. Through good and bad years, he worked
hard to pay off the instalments due to the Board.”3
Some time later the Sophia was wrecked in heroic circumstances off
Clare Island.
“The next news we heard was that a subscription had been started
for him (John Burke). No people can be more generous than the Mayo
people in alleviating any local misfortune, and a handsome sum was
collected in Westport.
A Dublin friend, who had spent some pleasant days in Burke’s hooker,
drew public attention to the thrilling story of the wreck, and added by
his kindly efforts to the local subscription. By a piece of good luck, at
that very time a landlord of the neighbourhood was building a yacht
for himself and he wished to sell his old one, which Burke succeeded
in securing for a trifling sum. The new Sophia was far superior to her
predecessor.”4
1... Scott, Richard J.,(1983). The Galway Hookers. Ward River Press Ltd.
2... Campbell Fergus, (2005). Land and Revolution, Nationalist Politics in the West of Ireland 1891-1921.
OUP, p.31.
3... O’Brien, Mrs. William, (1904). Under Croagh Patrick. John Long, London, p251.
4... Ibid. p.260.

Hookers at Kinvara.
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Are Our Townlands Dying?
The Northern perspective!
by Johnny Dooher
Some might say that this title is an over pessimistic viewpoint to adopt
towards the progressive reduction in the everyday usage of townland
names in rural Ulster over the past forty or so years while those who
have campaigned against what they see as official policy in abetting this
diminution find the apathy of the majority infuriating and unfathomable.
Dr Brian Turner, a long time campaigner in favour of the continued
usage of townland names, commented at a seminar on townlands at
Parliament Building, Stormont, in June 2009 on how his research
had demonstrated that knowledge of the names and boundaries of
neighbouring townlands, even among rural dwellers, was declining at
an alarming rate.
A 70 year old man born in a district was able to list over 100 townlands
in the surrounding area while a 40 year old neighbour could only name
thirteen. This latter man’s 16 year old son was asked the same question
and was only able to name one townland, the one he lived in. How had
this state of affairs come about where centuries-old names were being
obliterated from the consciousness of rural dwellers?
The problem began in the early 1970s when the Post Office or Royal
Mail as it became known proposed to adopt post codes and rural
road naming and house numbering as an efficiency measure for mail
delivery. District Councils were given the responsibility of deciding on
the proposals and throughout the early years of the decade most of
these accepted the arguments put forward by officialdom and adopted
the scheme. There were vociferous opponents at local government level
and throughout Northern Ireland but no real co-ordinated opposition to
the changes that would result.
The early 1970s was a period of turmoil in Northern Ireland and
opposition to officialdom was too often dismissed as the whingeing of
the discontented and the implacable opposition of opponents of the
state. Assurances were provided that the scheme of post codes and road
naming did not endanger the local heritage and it was further claimed
that emergency services would be greatly helped by the adoption of the
new scheme.
Officialdom was completely in support of the new system and
householders were advised (warned) repeatedly that the failure to use
the new address would endanger the delivery of essential information.
46

Local History Review 2011
This has even continued up to the present when the body responsible
for conducting the recent census was unable to receive a guarantee from
the Post Office that the householder questionnaires would be delivered
to all rural householders in County Fermanagh, despite the fact that all
official correspondence in other matters is delivered throughout the rest
of the year. Fermanagh was the only council to reject the need for the
1970s scheme of rural road naming and had insisted up to the present
on maintaining the traditional townlands as postal addresses.
Pressure has been relentless, however, in recent years and it appears that
the council in Fermanagh has partially succumbed to the blandishments
and threats of officialdom and accepted a process of road naming, with
the proviso that people will be free to retain the townland name in their
addresses. This same provision had been offered to other areas in the
early 1970s but the result has been the wholesale erosion of townland
names from rural addresses.
Future sociological studies may well look at how officialdom achieved
such a massive victory over the rural population; the removal of the
everyday usage of townland names from the vast majority of homes
and the acceptance of recently coined road names that have often very
little resonance with the areas they purport to describe have been so
destructive of the heritage of generations of rural dwellers. Younger people
have been made to feel ashamed of their townland names and forced to
comply with the ‘correct’ officially sanctioned address. The Federation
for Ulster Local Studies campaigned strongly in the later 1970s and
throughout the 1980s to warn officialdom and local government bodies
of the cultural vandalism that was being perpetrated on the landscape
and on rural dwellers.
Some bodies listened and most local councils accepted presentations
from teams of local historians and others on the need to preserve
these vital links with the past. Sympathy and vocal support was often
forthcoming but nothing really changed. Road names and house
numbering stayed in place and the emerging generation of young people
had only the vaguest knowledge of place names that their grandparents
and great grandparents had called home.
The return of parliament to Stormont promised to bring government
more in tune with the people and in 2001 the Northern Ireland Assembly
debated the issue of the need to preserve townland names. Cross party
support was widespread and those who had for long campaigned on the
issue were greatly heartened by the unanimous resolution that each
government department should adopt a policy of using and promoting
townland names in all correspondence and official documents.
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But what happened? How far did the unanimous resolve of the
parliamentarians and decision makers translate into changing things?
The answer sadly is very little. A question to the Office of the First Minister
and the Deputy First Minister in February 2008 sought to ascertain
the actions taken by government departments to use townland names.
The official response was: ‘We fully recognise the historic, cultural and
linguistic importance of townland names. It is, however, a matter for
each department to make a decision as to such usage.’ So what now?
Who cares? The heart may be there for preserving townland names but
sadly not the resolve to do anything about it.
What can be done in the future and how should other jurisdictions
cope with the possibility of road names and post codes being introduced
to help parcel and post deliveries, especially in the era of mail order
and internet shopping? The unequivocal answer has to be to fight tooth
and nail to preserve local place names and distrust promises that road
naming is no threat our rural heritage.
Anything that relegates the traditional name to the third line on the
postal address is the death knell in the everyday usage of that name
and the present situation in Northern Ireland is a dire warning of the
consequences of allowing the creeping introduction of new addresses.
History and heritage enthusiasts will resist such pressures but only the
mobilisation of the whole community will guarantee that this cultural
footprint will remain an integral part of our national consciousness.
A full version of the article by Dr Brian Turner – Promoting townlands - can be found
in Due North Vol 2 Issue 3 Autumn/Winter 2009 or on the Federation for Ulster Local
Studies website www.fuls.org.uk
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The Need for Community History
by Community Historian Brendan Matthews.
Anyone who has ever made an attempt, successful or otherwise, to put
together a 2000 piece jigsaw puzzle will know just how frustrating and
difficult it can be.
The tiny pieces are tossed out on the kitchen table and the finished
image, which usually appears on the front of the box, is carefully
studied before you try and begin to work around the edge of the puzzle
by bringing together all the straight-sided and right-angled pieces; the
whole process can take days, weeks, or even months to complete.
For the real jigsaw puzzle enthusiast it is also possible to obtain a couple
of thousand pieces with which there is no cover image with which to
work from making the process extremely difficult and often impossible
to complete.
The study, collection, interpretation, analysing and presenting of a
Community or Local History can often be compared to that of building
up a large jigsaw puzzle where the tiny pieces are countless, many
are missing and the completion of the overall picture can take many
generations with the whole community contributing to the project at
some time or another.
Each tiny piece of community history, no matter how small, is vital to
our understanding of the bigger picture; of knowing where we have come
from in order for us to be aware of where we are going. The everyday
happenings of the present time will inevitably become tomorrow’s history
and, it is worth noting that, everything of National importance started
somewhere at local level.
The collecting and storing of, what today we call, “junk-mail” can also
become part of tomorrow’s community history. The things we would
normally regard as `throw away items` will bring great joy to someone
in the future such as Local Election leaflets, local sales brochures,
booklets on local events, festivals, parish newsletters, sporting and
other entertainment programmes, flyers, leaflets, advertisement
posters, receipts and invoices the list is endless; however, within days
the majority of such items have disappeared and it is items such as
this that will not end up in the National Archives or indeed the Local
Libraries, but nonetheless they can often become tomorrow’s treasure
to someone studying community history.
Children between the ages of 11 and 13, those who are about to
leave primary school for their secondary education should be greatly
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encouraged to collect and record the history of their community, perhaps
even a street in their locality and ask the older generation about their
past experiences in life and in return it will enable the older generation
who perhaps have been hidden from history to be heard and this also
presents the young and the old to come together with a sense of worth
sharing their experiences and helping enormously with their continued
contributions to their local community and to society in general.
With the huge advancement in technology it is also now very easy to
record street and landscapes, people, events and happenings using
simple audio, camcorders and digital cameras; old buildings, the
Blacksmith’s gates and the masons walls and piers, particularly now in
an ever changing landscape, because what becomes very familiar will
suddenly have you wondering when it disappeared.
The study of community history in the 21st century is vital due to life
being much faster now resulting in much more being forgotten in a
shorter space of time and the need for the study of community history
has never been greater now that we are all part of a multicultural society.
If all we have left is a memory, then the question must be asked of; what
will become of our identity?
Observations Within Your Community
The fascinating thing about Community or Local History is that anyone
can get involved and one of the best methods of such a subject is by simple
observation while strolling or walking within your own community.
Landscape history. Just like a document or a map, the topography or
layout of the land or streetscape is a vital source of information that can
be read and interpreted. Part of the pleasure of local history is walking
along the paths, lanes and fields of the countryside, or through the
streets and spaces of a town, observing everything around - the ‘humps
and bumps’ in a field, the unexpected twists and turns of a street or
lane, the hedgerows, architecture and materials of the buildings, and
sense of the ups and downs of the land itself, the hills, slopes and flat
areas, the streams and the riversides.
There is no substitute for this, because it gives us a crucial sense of
the feel of a place as well as providing specific visual, architectural and
topographical evidence. It also gives you exercise and a chance to be
that little bit closer to nature. The onslaught of residential, commercial
and infrastructural development, particularly from the mid 1990`s,
has uncovered many new and previously unrecorded sites including
the remains of settlement, industry, churches and burial grounds; the
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construction of large scale motorways has presented archaeologists and
historians with fascinating data on such places.
We should never assume that anything has been ‘the same’. Society, the
economy, the landscape, politics and the wide world changed constantly
in the past as they do today. Buildings and roads have been realigned
and revamped over the centuries and charting those changes and trying
to explain them is one of the exciting challenges of community history.
Place-names. Toponymy, the studying of place-names, is another
fascinating subject for anyone researching Community History. Ireland
is divided up into Counties, Baronies, Parishes and Townlands and,
within the townlands, can be found hundreds of place-names of even
smaller areas. Many of the names have been lost, changed corrupted
and misinterpreted over the centuries as a result of invading armies and
colonisation and, along with walking the landscape or streetscape you
should also consult maps of the area, field surveys and documents as
well as talking to the people of the area you are studying regarding the
local names of a particular place.
Cemeteries. Cemeteries are not just places for the dead and where
family and friends go to pray. They are very much alive and contain a
wealth of information for the Community Historian. Many of the older
cemeteries contain the remains of Medieval Parish Churches; some even
contain features and architecture dating back to the Early Christian
Period in Ireland. The tomb and headstones are alive with information,
particularly for someone researching Genealogy (family history), with
names of individuals, ages, occupations, dates, place-names, etc,
contained within the inscription.
Gravestone Inscriptions in Ireland were first recorded by the Association
for the Preservation of the memorials of the Dead, which began in 1888
and continued until 1937. The association published an annual journal
listing gravestone inscriptions from around the country however these
were not carried out in any clear pattern form and there were many
inscriptions omitted, depending on who was transcribing the details; the
inscriptions are indexed by County.Quite often, the cemeteries within
towns are the only places left where the wildlife is still thriving alongside
wild flora and herbs.
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The Oral History Network of Ireland
Ida Milne
A new network to support the work of people using oral history all over
Ireland has been set up, The Oral History Network of Ireland (OHNI)
aims to create a forum where anyone interested in using oral history
can get advice and support on what can sometimes be a tricky medium
to use. It plans to encourage new and existing projects, and to foster
communication between oral historians, sharing experiences and ideas
and discussing standards in practice and relevant technologies. OHNI
is also interested in the creation, management and preservation of oral
history collections. It intends to create a discussion forum to address
ethical issues and other topics, on a local and national level, and to
interact with oral historians and groups internationally.
The network developed from a series of workshops and symposiums
in the University of Limerick exploring the current state of play of oral
history in the country. Although Ireland has a strong oral heritage
tradition, it has lagged behind other countries in the development of
an oral history association; Irish oral historians have tended to seek
the advice of fellow practitioners and also of the UK-based Oral History
Society and societies in the USA and elsewhere.
OHNI chairperson Regina Fitzpatrick describes the development of
the all-Ireland network as an exciting departure. “For the first time in
Ireland, a unified network of practitioners is emerging: this will provide
a long overdue opportunity for oral historians to pool resources, share
information about best international practice and, more importantly, to
identify issues relating to the preservation and promotion of Ireland’s
oral heritage.”
The OHNI held its first annual conference on 16 and 17 September
2011 in the atmospheric surroundings of the Parade Tower of Kilkenny
Castle. The conference was opened by the Minister for the Environment,
Phil Hogan, T.D. Welcoming the delegates to Kilkenny, Hogan expressed
a strong personal interest in the work of the organization, and offered
them his support.
Over the two days, more than 110 people attended workshops and
participated in lively debates on issues affecting the collection of oral
history, reflecting growing interest in oral history at all levels. Those
attending included heritage officers, librarians, historians, sociologists,
ethnographers, tourism and business people interested in learning more
about this rapidly developing method of collecting heritage material.
Attendees came from Australia, Israel and Britain as well as Ireland.
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The keynote speaker at the conference was Professor Alistair Thomson,
from Monash University, Australia, considered one of the leading oral
historians in the world. He specializes in writing and teaching about
collecting people’s life stories, and spoke about his interviews with four
British women who emigrated to Australia in the 1950s and 1960s. Dr
Guy Beiner, who specializes in the remembering and forgetting of key
events in Irish history also gave a thought-provoking talk on the tricky
area of ethical issues.
The OHNI is currently exploring what to offer its members in terms
of events, outings and training sessions. Planning for the second
conference is already underway for September 2012. In December,
archivist Críostoír Mac Cárthaigh introduced a small group of OHNI
members to the work of the Irish Folklore Collection in UCD; this outing
will be offered to members again soon.
Further details of the network’s aims and activities are available at www.
oralhistorynetworkireland.ie and on its Facebook page.
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Ireland Reaching Out
Sr. de Lourdes
Genealogy is one of the fastest-growing areas in local history. It is at the
heart of a new project called Ireland Reaching Out – IRO. This venture,
which was piloted earlier this year in S.E. Galway, an area of about thirty
parishes stretching from Portumna to Gort, has also huge economic
potential.
Origin
Within the past two years the first of the International Global Irish
Economic Fora was held in Farmleigh. Irish people who were successful
abroad were invited to share their ideas regarding how we could lift
ourselves out of the present recession. The economist David McWilliams
regarded the IRO – Ireland Reaching Out – as the most practical solution
at local level. It was the brainchild of Mike Feerick, an IT entrepreneur,
who lives in S.E. Galway but who has spent considerable time in the
USA. The PRO is John Joe Conwell, author of several books on local
history.
What is the essence of the IRO?
It is based on a simple idea: instead of waiting for Irish-Americans and
their global counterparts to come to Ireland to trace their roots, we go
the other way. In each parish we identify who emigrated and trace them
and their descendants worldwide. We then invite them to come back to
visit their parish.
The IRO has the support of the Department of Foreign Affairs, Galway
County Council, The Heritage Council, the GAA and Irish-American
sources. But, without the enthusiasm of an “army” of volunteers in each
parish the project would never have got off the ground.
How does it operate?
The IRO office is situated at 25 Dunkellin St., Loughrea where Dolores
O’Shea and her highly professional helpers handle all enquiries. Their
website is www.irelandxo.org.
Parish volunteers distribute forms to each household. They, in turn,
write the name and contacts of each living emigrant and also, where
applicable, the original ancestor who left Ireland. This information is
fed into the office in Loughrea who use the latest high tech methods in
contacting the diaspora.
Where do we find data on nineteenth century emigrants?
Every available source is researched, ranging from The Tithe Applotment
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Books of the 1820s, through Griffith’s Valuation of the 1850s to the
1901 and 1911 Census, which are now online. Church and State
records of births, marriages and deaths are a vital source. School Roll
Books, gravestone inscriptions and the invaluable memories of the older
citizens are central to the research. County Family History Centres have
a wealth of information. Local heritage centres such as the Kiltartan
Gregory Museum hold priceless lore. One never really knows where
information might turn up.
It would be impossible to list all the internet resources but the Ellis
Island Records and the data on emigration and census records which are
to be found on websites such as www.ancestry.com cannot be ignored.
The WoW – Week of Welcomes
The week from 26th June to 2nd July 2011 was the happy culmination
of months of effort. The diaspora came to Cloghaun Castle, Kilchreest,
the main base for the week, from the USA, Australia, New Zealand and
England. They visited the homes of their ancestors – sadly, mostly in
ruins – they walked their fields, they prayed in their churches and
cemeteries, they imbibed their history, they listened to their music, they
watched their Gaelic games, they laughed, they cried, they vowed to
return and bring back other relatives with them.
The Future.
The good news has spread far and wide so much so that the recent
launch of this year’s IRO was attended by people from at least ten
counties, all eager to find out more about this exciting venture. This
rising tide will lift all boats.
The next Week of Welcomes takes place during the week 24th to 30th
June 2012. For more details please contact info@irelandxo.com

55

Local History Review 2011

North – South
Larry Breen
The relationship between the Federation of Local History Societies and
the Federation for Ulster Local Studies goes back a long time and has
stood the test of time.
Established in 1981 the Federation of Local History Societies are indebted
to our very good friends in Ulster for helping us when we originally set
up our own organisation. The Ulster Federation was itself established
in 1974. Today that close relationship which was formed so many years
ago still exists and has continued to grow.
The joint North-South sub-committee meets four times a year, twice in
the South and twice in Ulster at venues in Drogheda and Belfast.
It seems a long time since the pioneering projects, “Our Own Place” and
“The Lawrence Collection” were conceived, developed and recorded for
future study and research. Today, many years later, volunteers from the
Federations are helping the National Library to digitise these archives
and make them more readily available for the history student.
Currently, as in those pioneering days, we are promoting a new joint
project which is both unique and exciting — “Hidden Gems and Forgotten
People” — in which everyone can participate.
In April 2010 we shared a memorable trip to visit the European
Parliament in Brussels. We stayed in the Irish College in Leuven and
visited West Flanders, including Tyne Cot cemetery and the Messines
Island of Ireland Peace Park. Stranded by the Icelandic volcanic ash
we took the opportunity to make the best of it and enjoyed some extra
forays into the Belgian countryside. The extra time together generated
great camaraderie within the group and many new friendships were
made.
Our exchange programme is proving very successful and over the last
few years there have been joint trips to Tara, the Boyne, Stormont,
Banbridge and Naas. Next year marks the one hundred years since the
sinking of the Titanic and we are planning a joint visit in July to Belfast
to join in the special commemorations that will be taking place.
To follow up on both our Brussels and Banbridge trips we are organising
a trip to York and the Bronte country in April next.
We look forward to continuing our work together in the pursuit of
a common interest in helping promote an interest in local history
throughout the island of Ireland.
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Joint North/South Committee meeting, Linen Hall Library, Belfast, 2011. L.
Devlin, J. Dooher, J. Hulme, L. Breen, P. Laffan, A. Breen, V. O’Sullivan

Joint North/South Committee meeting, Millmount, Drogheda, 2011. Canon S.
O’Doherty, J. Hulme, J. Dooher, B. Quinn, B. Cullen.
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Heritage Day in Maynooth
Fitzgerald Walk – Organised by the Maynooth Local History Group
Narrative by Peter Nevin – Chairman of the Maynooth Local History
Group
The Maynooth History Group is a small but dedicated and enthusiastic
group of people who meet monthly and organise talks, events and
publish on topics of local interest from time to time. In the last year, the
Group organised 9 events, all were well attended and most interesting
and informative to those interested in their past and to those finding
out more about their adopted place. The Group is always interested in
new members to add value to its objectives of promoting awareness and
appreciation of the history and culture of Maynooth and environs
There was a sense of déjà vu as we gathered outside St Marys Church of
Ireland in Maynooth on August 27th last. Weather was dull and gloomy,
set against grey walls, suggesting we had stepped outside the normal
day to day fever of life into the past. The Church had that timeless
appearance, transgressing age and providing a backdrop to what could
have been the 1880’s
As we met in relatively small numbers, as it’s difficult to distract people
these days from life’s treadmill, but we all shared a deep interest in
Maynooth’s long heritage and the role of the Geraldine dynasty. Attendees
included Maurice, 9th Duke of Leinster, Fiona Duchess of Leinster and
their daughters Ladies Francisca and Polly Anna and grand-daughter
Amelia. Given that this family has such long links with our town, almost
900 years, we felt that we were continuing that association although
currently so tenuous and left to a committed few. It is worth mentioning
Colette Jordan, who has done so much research on the Fitzgerald family
and has maintained the link. The Duke himself admitted that Colette
knows more about the family than he does. They gave leadership, culture
and learning, patriotism and protection to Ireland and Maynooth. At
times being virtual kings of Ireland. One can readily recall such historic
figures as Garret Mor, Garret Og, Silken Thomas, James Fitzgerald,
Lady Emily, Lord Edward, Augustus Frederick, Lord Frederick to name
but a few.
We gathered in the ancient, beautiful and sacred Church of St. Marys
and addressed the gathering and the concept of Heritage week, noting
our surroundings and welcoming the Fitzgerald family, whose ancestors
first came to Maynooth in 1169, constructing this very Church is 1248.
We were brought to mind Sir Christopher Wren’s celebrated quote when
asked why no plaque or note to commemorate his great creation, St
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Paul’s in London, “if you seek my memorial, I say look around you” So
it is true of St. Marys and Maynooth in general “if you seek Maynooth’s
history and heritage, look around you” it’s everywhere from this Church,
the Castle, the layout of the town, its architecture, the Lime walk etc.
The Duke laid a wreath at the mausoleum of his ancestors at the Church,
which includes Augustus Frederick, the third Duke.
We then proceeded to the ancient keep of Maynooth Castle, where the
Group’s member, Matt Kennedy, gave a most interesting talk on the
fortifications and defences of the structure and the consequences of
Skiffington’s cannon ball attack and that of Own Roe O’Neill. After some
questions and discussion we walked the wide thoroughfare of the town
(the Main Street, once called Leinster Street) towards Carton’s avenue,
discussing the broad structures and some Georgian details retained by
the town. All the time being conscious of having in our presence, the
direct descendent of the creator of the estate, the first Dukes of Leinster
while being oblivious to the snarl of traffic and screaming colours of some
retail outlets of modern Maynooth with its street and traffic lights.
As we strolled down the Avenue, gratefully retained and thankfully saved
from marauding developers, for the people of Ireland, it was good to have
discussions of common heritage interests. The Vista of the approaching
Carton, while beautiful, bears only a skeleton to what must have been
a spectacular scene as designed by Capability Brown.
Our particular destination was the cemetery in Carton, where a number
of the Fitzgerald family are interred, post 1850, including three Dukes;
•
•
•

Charles William, 4th Duke and creator of the cemetery
Gerald, 5th Duke with his much loved and renowned Duchess
Hermione
Maurice 6th Duke in his lonely grave as was his life.

It was a particularly poignant visit to this site as Maurice Fitzgerald
planted a tree to the memory of his only son Thomas, Earl of Offaly, who
died in a motor accident in Tipperary some years ago.
The final event of the day took place on the lawns of Carton House, where
Seamus Cullen, member of the Maynooth Local History Group, gave a
talk on the visit of Queen Victoria to Carton in 1849. It was amazing the
detail that Seamus provided and capturing his audience to the oblivion
of golf and wedding party activity in the background. Victoria arrived
at Carton one o’clock on a sunny and warm August 10th 1849. A lot
of entertainment was laid on including traditional music and dance.
Victoria noted how the Irish pipers didn’t blow into their pipes as the
Scots did, but used a small set of bellows instead. As with 1849 we were
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entertained in 2011 by the Rita Doyle School of dancing to some jigs
and reels. It was amazing to think that just 50 years previously Lord
Edward (uncle to Augustus Frederick) so openly rebelled against British
governance in Ireland, dying alone in Newgate prison, from loss of blood
and lead poisoning inflicted in his fracas with Major Sirr during the
failed ’98 rebellion.
We had just finalised proceedings, as the rain commenced, and headed
for arranged tea in the wing of Carton house, where we mingled and
engaged about the success and significance of the day. The Duke and
his family were pleased with the day and that they got the opportunity
to place a memorial for Thomas in their cemetery.
On a personal note, I found it sad as we rushed from the rain to Carton
House, as we passed, somewhat dishevelled, through the main rooms
with glamorous gatherings of wedding guests, I looked around to see
the Fitzgerald ladies, trying to squeeze through the glamour of wedding
guests, of what was their ancestral home. There remain copies of
addresses given by the people of Maynooth, a little over a hundred years
ago, to the Fitzgerald family members, on occasions of “coming of age”
etc. as testimony to the level of esteem and exaltation held by so many
for this family. I know some of the residents of the plush houses now on
the estate and most are barely aware of the heritage that is Carton and
the Fitzgerald dynasty.
That is our mission as members of the Maynooth Local History Group, to
enrich peoples understanding of our heritage as we seek full appreciation
and awareness, no matter what our political persuasion in our constant
quest for a true Republic
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Clare Archaeological and Historical
Society
Terri Shoosmith
We have recently begun to combine venues and lectures with the
Shannon Archaeological and Historical Society, and this has worked
very well, so much so that we have had to move venues from Ennis
Museum to the Ennis Town Council chambers. The first lecture at
the new venue was given on October 4th by Terri Shoosmith, society
chairperson and PhD student, on spinning and weaving in Co. Clare in
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Summer outings continue to
be arranged separately and despite the poor weather have been generally
well attended and very enjoyable.
We meet on the first Tuesday of every month at 8pm in the Civic Rooms,
Ennis Town Council, Waterpark House, Drumbiggle, Ennis.
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Hidden Gems — Forgotten People
Website: www.hidden-gems.eu
Introduction:
The website is the outcome of a joint project of the Federation of Local
History Societies and the Federation for Ulster Local Studies. Its purpose
is to draw attention to and celebrate some of the lesser known but
interesting places and buildings in our island; those often overlooked
in tourist brochures or guided tours, and of the many interesting and
often inspiring individuals not known outside their own locality whose
stories are untold or forgotten.
It is an open ended project in that we intend to continue to add new
places and people as they are identified and passed to us for inclusion.
The initial selection was provided by member societies from both
Federations and we are grateful to them for their work in compiling the
information.
New articles will be listed on the New Gems & People page
How to Contribute:
The following guidelines aim to help people to compile information in
common format.
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

The topic should be on one A4 page.
Name of the History Group/Society/Individual.
Place/Person name
Images: Scanned photographs or digital camera photos at as
high as resolution as possible. Colour or b/w if this was the
original print. Send images separately from the text i.e. do not
embed in the document unless the text/image is an image in
itself.
Location of place
Text giving the story behind the subject. Up to 300 words
Type the page in word document

When completed send to:
• Federation of Local History Societies:
Larry Breen , 8 The Paddocks, Naas, Co. Kildare. E-mail
larrybreen8@eircom.net
or
• Federation for Ulster Local Studies:
Pat Devlin , 18 Ardmore Drive, Downpatrick, Co. Down,
BT306JU. E-mail info@fuls.org.uk
A joint project of the Federation for Ulster Local Studies and the Federation
of Local History Societies.
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AGM Kilmallock
The ancient town of Kilmallock, Co. Limerick, was chosen as the location
for the 2011 AGM of the Federation. In this the 30th anniversary of the
founding of the Federation, it was decided to make it a weekend event,
starting on Friday evening and ending on Sunday afternoon.
The AGM was held in the Deebert House Hotel, Kilmallock. On the Friday
night we were entertained to a most interesting talk on the history of
the town by Mr. Liam Irwin, Senior Lecturer, Mary Immaculate College,
Limerick. The business of the AGM was dealt with in the usual businesslike manner.
Officers elected for the coming year were Chairman, Mr. Frank Taaffe;
Vice Chairman, Patrick Laffan; Secretary, Dermot Ryan; Treasurer,
Mairead Byrne; Editor/PRO, Larry Breen.
As is usual, the AGM finished up with the Society Spake, giving
representatives of the various societies attending an opportunity to
bring us up to date on their activities throughout the past year.
The hotel management arranged for local historians to take groups of
us on a guided tour of the town on Saturday afternoon after the formal
business of the AGM was completed.
Kilmallock is a very historic town and highlights of the tours included
visits to the very impressive Friars Gate Theatre, the Collegiate Church,
the Dominican Priory, the castle, the only remaining town gate, Blossom
Gate, and remains of the old town walls. We also visited the local
museum which had artifacts from a bygone age.
The Kilmallock re-enactment group, attired in mediaeval warrior
costumes, put on a display of mediaeval weapons, shields and mail
armour worn in battle. The demonstration was very impressive and
showed an indepth knowledge of mediaeval uniform and weaponry.
Hotel proprietor, Margaret O’Sullivan, was very welcoming and organised
a social event of music and song on the Saturday evening during which
local musicians, singers and storytellers took part as well as some of
our own delegates.
On Sunday morning delegates travelled to Lough Gur where they were
met by Mr. George Finch who is a local guide. His commentary on the
hidden history of the area was excellent and absorbing.
This tour was the last function of the weekend activities and delegates
departed for lunch or headed for home.
The weekend was a wonderful experience due in large part to the
kindness of all involved, particularly the hotel management and staff.
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Chairman’s Report 2011
Meetings
We had three committee meetings since the last AGM. Collins Barracks
had proven a good venue for several reasons including cost /accessibility.
However we did have some problems booking it due to some internal staff
issues within the museum. Our last meeting was held in the Teachers’
Club in Parnell Square and it proved to be satisfactory. We may have to
review the situation with regard to future bookings. The meetings were
well attended and I would like to thank the committee members for
making the effort to attend and their commitment during the year.
Activities: North/South
Joint events and contact between the two Federations continues to
be an integral part of our programme and enjoyed great support from
all quarters. The Urban Experience project, when members from both
Federations met in Naas, Co. Kildare, proved a great success. More than
70 people enjoyed the day which began with a Civic reception by the
Town Mayor, Cllr. Seamie Moore in the unique old Town Hall.
Naas local historians, Paddy Behan and Liam Kenny, narrated the
chequered history of the town from its origins to the present day. This
was followed by a guided historical walk of the town. The mediaeval
history and the influence of the early Anglo-Normans settlers were
evident during the tour.
Lunch was in Lawlor’s Hotel, a famous landmark in the Town being an
eminent “ballroom of romance” in the 50’s and 60’s. In the afternoon
the group was taken on a memorable visit to Palmerstown House, the
ancestral home of the 6th. Earl of Mayo, Richard Southwell Bourke,
locally remembered as the “Pickled Earl”. Courtesy of owner Jim
Mansfield and guided by his secretary Rita Keogh the visitors were
afforded an absorbing afternoon in this beautiful and exquisitely
restored big house.
The exceptional day ended with tea/coffee/scones at Lawlor’s Hotel
before all bid each other adieu. Many old friendships had been renewed
and new ones formed.
Hidden Gems
There is still a very slow uptake on the project after the initial success
but we would ask societies who have not been involved to look at it and
come on board. CD’s available.
I had the pleasure of attending two interesting seminars held by the
FULS. One was on “Townlands” and the importance of holding on to
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them and another on “Historical Commemoration” a thought provoking
subject at the best of times. Both subjects might be worth looking at as
possible topics for the Federation sometime in the future.
One disappointment was the failure to hold the Joint seminar we had
planned with the FULS in April. Unfortunately we did not have enough
support to justify running it especially from the North. We are not sure
why but may have to reflect on the advisability of running a one day
seminar involving just a series of lectures without any visit involved.
History Review
We managed to publish our annual “History Review”. It was late this
year due to the slowness of getting material from members. We would
ask groups to be more proactive in providing material for what is a
very important publication for the Federation. Special thanks to Frank
Taaffe for his great work and dedication, as always, in getting it out. His
efforts are much appreciated.
Autumn Seminar
Historical Research and Preservation of Local Archives. The seminar was
held in the National Museum at Collins Barracks and proved to be a
great success. The subject attracted a large audience of local historians
who attended from all over the country. The attendance was in excess
of 50 and 30 history groups were represented on the day.
Liam Kenny, Chairman of the General Council of County Councils gave
an excellent talk on, “The development of local government in Ireland
and its published histories”. This was followed by a most informative
presentation by Bridget Loughlin, Heritage Officer, Co. Kildare on “The
Role of Local Authorities” in Resourcing Local History Projects.
After lunch the seminar continued with another most interesting and
thought provoking lecture by Mario Corrigan, Local Historian and Head
of Local History Dept., Kildare County Library. Mario talked about
“Identifying, Recording and Preserving Public and Private Archives for
Historical Research Purposes”.
The final presentation was given by Ronan Colgan, from History Press
Dublin. Ronan captivated his audience with a talk “Publishing Local
History – A Guide for Local historians.”
The talks generated a great response from the audience with many
interesting questions and answers being shared by all.
Grandparents Project
We encouraged groups to get involved in this project. I would like to
compliment Frank Taaffe who did manage to get a project going in Athy
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with the local primary school. I had the pleasure of attending the final
presentations and it was a real tonic to see and hear the school children
and their grandparents share in the fruits of the project. Frank will tell
us more about it at the Society Spake.
Web
We have had some success in that we did manage to set up a temporary
Web Blog and have been posting material on it. We still plan to establish
a permanent new website. Our real challenge is that when we do set
it up that we get the members to use it to communicate and share
information. I would like to thank Kieran Hoare for the work he has
done so far.
Newsletter
We published one newsletter during the year but did not manage to
follow up on that initial success. It was quite a detailed document and
maybe it would be more appropriate to publish a shorter newsletter on a
more frequent basis. cf. FULS. We would welcome some debate on that,
maybe, during the Society Spake.
Membership
We have managed to build up a reasonable database of members’ e-mail
addresses. This can be used to speed up and improve communication
with the membership. More work is needed to fine tune the data and
ensure that it is up to date and accurate. We plan to make a big push
on this in conjunction with the development of the Web in the coming
year.

Thoughts for 2011- 2012
Continue to encourage and promote the joint North/South activities.
Improve communications. Develop better use of the web and improve
communications between HQ and members and also encourage more
interaction between groups.
Further develop the data base of all Federation member groups to
include phone contact and e-mail addresses.
Encourage societies to use the local media, press and radio, to promote
the local history message.
Recommend that groups within a county investigate the possibility of a
county grouping to help stimulate group to group interaction or indeed
look at the possibility of several regional groupings.
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Suggest we might give consideration to the Autumn Seminar being on
the subject of “Recording Oral History”
UK Trip:
Consider the possibility of organising a visit to the UK (York) on similar
lines to the European visit last year.
Thanks:
Just like to say thanks to all the committee who have worked so hard
and done a great job during the year and for their continued support.
Also thanks to all the societies and their members for supporting the
Federation in its activities. It is all very much appreciated.
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Local History Federations Meet in
Banbridge Co. Down
A large group of almost one hundred local historians from the Federation
for Ulster Local Studies and the Federation of Local History Societies
enjoyed a memorable outing to Banbridge and district including the
Bronte Country. This event was part of the urban experience project
involving exchange visits between the two Federations north and south.
Federation members travelled from the south to join up with their
colleagues from Ulster at the impressive F. E. McWilliam Gallery on the
outskirts of the town. F. E McWilliam who was a native of Banbridge
became a renowned surrealist sculptor.
Adrian Howlett, chairman of the Banbridge History Society and
committee member Doreen McBride welcomed the visitors on their
arrival and presented them with a complimentary booklet compiled
by Jason Diamond of the F. E. McWilliam Gallery which outlined the
history of Banbridge and the surrounding area. After mixing together
into two buses the merry band set out on the first leg of the visit with
a morning tour. Jason Diamond acted as guide on one bus and Doreen
McBride as guide on the other bus. Travelling through Banbridge the
visitors were shown local landmarks including the Downshire Hotel, the
Market House, the Downshire Bridge, the Cut and the statue of Captain
F. R. M. Crozier, polar explorer who is credited with the discovery of the
North West passage.
The first stop was at the Moyallon Quaker Meeting House near Gilford. It
proved to be a most tranquil, peaceful and quiet place, chosen originally
for its fertile surroundings and proximity to the Upper Bann. It was
interesting to hear the history of Quaker families like the Christies, the
Wakefields and the Richardsons and how they lived and related to the
community in which they lived.
The next stop was St. John’s RC Church in Gilford. A small but
beautiful little building ornately decorated inside. It had, however, a few
very special and unique features that would surprise and delight any
visitor. It boasted two fine Harry Clarke stained glass windows on both
side walls adjacent to the altar. They provided a sparkling vista in the
summer sunlight.
During the morning journey many interesting landmarks were pointed
out and seen along the way. There were many reminders of the industrial
past associated with the area — the linen trade. By 1772 it had become
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the principal linen producing district in Ireland with a total of twenty
six bleaching greens along the Bann. Many fine houses were seen all
associated with the local Linen Barons of the time including Milltown
House, Banford House, Mount Pleasant House and Gilford Castle built
for Benjamin Dickson of Gilford Mills.
There were many fine Mills in the area but none more impressive than
Gilford Mills still resplendent in all her former glory with its beautiful red
brick and towering chimney. One of the largest flax spinning factories
in Ireland this great threadworks was once the largest undertaking on
the Upper Bann.
After the morning exertions a splendid dinner was provided at the
Belmont Hotel accompanied by some excellent service.
The afternoon saw the group on the road again to visit the Bronte
Interpretative Centre at Drumballyroney. It was quite a sight to see
the church, the graveyard and the little school sitting so picturesquely
against the beautiful background of the Mourne Mountains. Packed
into the little church there was a compelling presentation given on the
Bronte family and its Irish connections. Following this people were
allowed time to explore and enjoy the quaint little graveyard and the old
schoolhouse.
The journey back to Banbridge was along pleasant country roads with
wonderful views of the green rolling drumlin countryside on all sides.
This with the Mourne Mountains in the distance was something special
for everyone.
The final call was to Banbridge Town Hall where the visitors were
treated to a civic reception in the Council Chamber by Cllr. Ian Burns
of Banbridge Town Council. A splendid array of refreshments was
provided and a very warm welcome extended to the visitors by Cllr.
Burns on behalf of the town council. This was very much appreciated by
the group and special thanks were extended to Cllr. Burns.
Adrian Howlett, chairman of the Banbridge History Society, Larry Breen
FLHS and Fr. Sean O’Doherty, President of the FLHS all extended a
special word of thanks to the main organisers Doreen Mc Bride and
Jason Diamond for all their hard work.
The day ended with the reading of an appropriate little poem penned on
the day by Mae Leonard from Naas, Co. Kildare. The poem was called;
“Historical Friends”
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Take my hand
And bide a while
To look into my eyes
And Smile.
History may have
Torn us apart
But in Banbridge
Is where it brings
Us back
So together, friend
I shake your hand
And say,
May we forever
Remain this way
Friends through History.
© Mai Leonard

Banbridge Second Trip
Because of the overwhelming success of the first visit to Banbridge and
due to popular demand a second trip was organised and was again very
well supported with forty four people travelling north. The itinerary was
essentially similar to the first visit with a few notable exceptions.
One such exception was a visit to Stanmore House, courtesy of the
Watson family who are the current owners. Originally the residence of a
local Linen Baron it is now beautifully restored to much of its former glory
and a guided tour by the owner proved a most enjoyable experience.
This time the group got the opportunity to see inside the quaint and
atmospheric Moyallon Quaker Meeting House.
The day concluded with a visit to the Holy Trinity Church (Church of
Ireland) in Banbridge Town. Here the weary travellers were welcomed
with a fine culinary spread of cakes, sandwiches, buns, tea and coffee. A
guided tour of the beautiful little church with its splendid stained glass
windows was the perfect end to another memorable day.
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Society Members of the Federation
If there is a correction / addition to be made to the following list please advise
Larry Breen, 8 The Paddocks, Naas, Co. Kildare Tel. (045) 897445
Email – larrybreen8@eircom.net
Co. Carlow:
Bunclody Historical Society — Bunclody, Co. Carlow
Carlow County Library — Dublin Street, Carlow
Carlow Historical Society — Pat O’Neill, Traynor House, St., Carlow
Tullowphelim Historical Society — Tullowphelim, Co. Carlow
Co. Clare:
Old Kilfarboy Society — Anne Clune, Kildimo North, Miltown Malbay, Co. Clare
North Clare Historical Society -Maura O’loughlin, Carrowmanagh, Kilshanny, Co. Clare
Shannon Archaeological and Historical Society — Miss Finola McNamara, Magh Da
Cheo, Corofin, Co. Clare
Co. Cork
Aghinagh Heritage Group — Mr. Tim Buckley, Laharn, Coachford, Co. Cork
Allbrin — c/o, Walter Raleigh Hotel, Youghal, Co. Cork
Ardmore Local History Society — James Quain, Garry Rhu, Windsor Hill, Glounthane
Ballygarvan and District Local History Society — F. Ryan, ‘Bawnmore’, Sli Na
Habhann, Ballygarvan, Co. Cork
Bandon — Pat Canniffe, Hare Hill, Bandon, Co. Cork
Bantry Historical Society — Kathleen O’Riordan, Newtown, Bantry, Co. Cork
Beara Historical Society — Connie Murphy, East End, Castletownbere, Co. Cork
Blackpool Historical Society — Noreen Lynch, 105, Commons Road, Blackpool, Cork
City
Blarney History Society — Chris Synnot, 27, Firgrove Drive, Bishopstown, Cork City
Canovee Historical and Archaeological Society — Nora O’Leary, Kilcondy, Crookstown,
Co. Cork
Carraigadroichead Castle Project
Carrigaline Historical Association — Ms J. Collins, ‘Beavoir’, Church Rd., Carrigaline,
Co. Cork
Charleville and District Historical and Archaeological Society — Phillip O’Connell,
Charter School Road, Charleville, Co. Cork
Clonakilty
Cloyne Literary and Historical Society — Marie Guillot, Kilcrone House, Cloyne, Co.
Cork
Coachford — Anthony Green, Aghaurin, Coachford, Co. Cork
Cobh Historical Society — John Hennessy, 25, Belmont Place, Cobh, Co. Cork
Cork Historical & Archaeological Society — Mary Lantry, 5, Lancaster Drive, Cork
Dunmanway Historical Society — Maisie Culbert, Kilbarry Rd., Dunmanway
Fermoy — Gerard Crotty, Glenarouske, Castlelyons, Co. Cork
Glanmire Historical Society — Marie Lynch, c/o, Community Centre, Riverstown, Co.
Cork
Kilmeen-Castleventry — Dan O’Leary, Caherkirky, Rossmore, Clonakilty, Co. Cork
Kinsale History Society — Dermot Ryan, Winter’s Hill, Kinsale, Co. Cork
Macroom Historic Society — Macroom, Co. Cork
Mallow Field Club — John Caplice, Old Dromore, Mallow, Co. Cork
Mizen Archaeological and Historical Society — Deirdre Collins, Poll An Uisce, High St.,
Schull, Co. Cork
Rosscarbery and District Historical Society — Fachtna O’Callaghan, Barley Hill,
Rosscarbery, Co. Cork
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Skibbereen — Jim Byrne, The Old Rectory, Baltimore Rd., Skibbereen, Co. Cork
South Parish — Ronnie Herlihy, 109, Greenhille Court, Sth. Douglas Rd,. Cork
Whitegate and Aghada — Steve Mulcahy, Upper Range, Rostellan, Midleton, Co. Cork
Youghal — Lucy Heaphy, St. Mary’s College, Emmet Place, Youghal, Co. Cork
Co. Clare:
Clare Archaeological and Historical Society — Mary Kearns, Ballycarroll, Barefield,
Ennis, Co. Clare
Co. Donegal:
Rathmullan and District Local History Society — Rathmullan, Co. Donegal
Dublin and County:
Association of Fingal History Societies
Balbriggan and District Historical Society — Tony McNamara, 92, Tara Court,
Balbriggan, Co. Dublin
Ballsbridge, Donnybrook and Sandyford History Society — Gail Wolfe, Pembroke
Library, Anglesea Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4
Bray Cualann — Brian White, 19, Hazelwood, Shankill, Dublin 16
Clondalkin History Society — Josephine Byrne, 64, Floraville Ave., Clondalkin, Dublin
22
Clontarf Historical Society — Kay Lonergan, 142 Ave., Clontarf, Dublin 3
Crumlin Historical and Preservation Society — Finola Watchorn, 39, Saint Agnes Road,
Crumlin, Dublin 12
Dundrum College, VEC
Dun Laoghaire Borough Historical Society — Colin Scudds, 9, Northumberland Park,
Dun Laoghaire
Foxrock — Dorothy Donnelly, Harwood, Torquay Rd., Foxrock, Dublin 18
Howth Peninsula Heritage Society — Sean O’brien, 36, Shielmartin Drive, Sutton,
Dublin 13.
Kilmacud – Stillorgan Local History Society — Julia Barrett, 65, St. Aidan’s Drive,
Dublin 14
Kiltiernan, Co. Dublin
Knocklyon History Society — Aoife O’Tierney, 15, Knocklyon Grove, Dublin 16.
Loughshinny and Rush Historical Society — M. McCannmoore, Don Bosco, Harbour
Rd., Rush, Co. Dublin
Malahide — Des Flanagan, 79, Ard Na Mara, Malahide, Co. Dublin
Moate — Des Flanagan, 79, Ard Na Mara, Malahide, Co. Dublin.
Mount Merrion Historical Society — Sheila Casey, 38, The Rise, Mount Merrion, Co.
Dublin
Old Dublin Society — Bryan Dyson
Raheny Heritage Society — Joan Sharkey, 68, Raheney Park, Raheney, Dublin 5
Rathcoole Heritage Society — Brona Ui Loing, 137, Cnoc Na Coilllte, Rathchuil, Atha
Cliath
Rathfarnham Historical Society — Vera Bannigan, 1, Aranleigh Park, Rathfarnham,
Dublin 14
Rathmines — Noel Healy, 7, Annesley Pk., Rathmines, Dublin 6
Rathmichael — Richard Ryan, 6, Hillcoast Rd., Glenageary, Co. Dublin.
Skerries Historical Society — Rosalie Pickering, 23, Rostrevor Rd., Rathgar, Dublin 6.
Tallaght Historical Society — Kieran Swords, c/o County Library, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
Co. Galway:
Foghenagh Local History Society — Frank Gavin, Pallas, Caltra, Ballinasloe, Co.
Galway
Galway Archaeological and Historical Society
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Glenamaddy Historical Society, Glenamaddy, Co. Galway
Kiltartan Gregory Cultural Society — Rena McAllen, Kiltartan Cross, Gort, Co. Galway.
Old Galway Society — Mr. E. Byrnes, Merville by The Bridge, Oranmore, Co. Galway.
Co. Kerry:
Ballybunnion Heritage and Historical Society — Mr. D. Houlihan, Greenfields, Church
Rd., Ballybunnion, Co. Kerry
Castleisland — Michael Kenny, Killarney Rd., Castleisland, Co. Kerry
Kerry Archaeological and Historical Society — Mrs. K. Browne, County Library,
Moyderwell, Tralee, Co. Kerry
Valentia Heritage Society — Mary O’sullivan, Tennis, Valentia Island, Co. Kerry.
Co. Kildare:
Athy Museum Society — Eithne Wall, Chanterlands, Athy, Co. Kildare.
Ballymore Eustace — Margaret Pearse, St. Brigid’s Park, Ballymore Eustace, Co.
Kildare
Celbridge Historical Society — Maura Gallagher, Hazelhatch, Celbridge, Co. Kildare
Clane — Una Heffernan, Liosan, Millicent Riad, Clane, Co. Kildare
Curragh — Reg Darling, Frenchfurze, Curragh, Co. Kildare
Donadea — Des O’leary, Derry, Donadea, Co. Kildare
Kilcock — Seamus Cullen, Baltracy Farm, Donadea, Co. Kildare
Kilcullen Heritage Group — Nessa Dunlea, Giltown, Kilcullen, Co. Kildare
Kildare Historical Society — Joe Connelly, Tullywest, Kildare, Co. Kildare
Kildare Archaeological Society — Mrs. E. Connelly, Newington House, Christaintown,
Newbridge, Co. Kildare
Kill — Brian Mccabe, 2, Ivy Cottages, Johnstown, Co. Kildare
Maynooth Local History Group — Peter Nevin, Maynooth, Co. Kildare
Monasterevin — Barry C. Walsh, Ballyfarson, Monasterevin, Co. Kildare
Naas Local History Group — Rose McCabe, 23 St. Gabriel’s Place, Naas, Co. Kildare
Rathdangan Historical Society — Kathleen P. Cullen, Killaboat, (Rathangan) Kiltegan,
Co. Kildare
Saint Mochua History Society — Andy Flaherty, Timahoe, Donadea, Co. Kildare
Timahoe — Eoin Denneny, Corduff, Naas, Co. Kildare
Newbridge — Mary Ryan, Hawkfield, Newbridge, Co. Kildare
Co. Kilkenny:
Duchas Tullaherin Heritage Society — Peggy Walpole, Gleann Riach, Bennettsbridge,
Co. Kilkenny
Fassadinin History Society — Mrs. Pattie Owens, Ryefield Hse., Castlecomer, Co.
Kilkenny
Kilkenny Archaeological Society — Joseph E. Ledwidge, Rothe House, Parliament
Street, Kilkenny
Tullaherin Heritage Society — Co. Kilkenny
Co. Laois:
Abbeyleix Heritage Co. Ltd. — Mr. Ed Thornton, Heritage House, Abbeyleix, C. Laois
Laois Heritage Society
People’s Museum, Portarlington — Eileen Powell, People’s Museum, Portarlington, Co.
Laois.
Co. Leitrim:
Carrick-on-Shannon — Co. Leitrim
Co. Limerick:
Glin Historical Society — Tom Donovan, Corcamore, Clarina, Co. Limerick
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Kenry Historical Society — Michael O’Halloran, Ballinacarriga, Kildimo, Co. Limerick
Knockfierna — Pat O’Donovan, Key House, Newcastlewest, Co. Limerick
Newcastlewest Historical Society — Mr. F. Bouchier-Hayes, Gortboy, Newcastlewest,
Co. Limerick
Rathkeale Local History Society
Thomond Archaeological Society — Mary Kenehan, 51, Rhebogue Meadows, Dublin
Rd., Limerick
Co. Longford:
Longford Historical Society — Seamus Mulvey, Viewmount, Longford, Co. Longford
Co. Louth:
Darver Historical Research Group, Dundalk, Co. Louth
Old Dundalk — Eamon Mathews, 58, Meadow View, Avondale, Dundalk, Co. Louth
Old Drogheda Society — Betty Quinn, Millmount Museum, Drogheda, Co. Louth
Louth Archaeological and Historical Society — Ms. D. Howard Russell, 1, Lourdes
Square, Drogheda, Co. Louth
Co. Mayo:
Mayo North Heritage / Research Centre — P.J. Lynn, Enniscoe, Castlehill, Balla, Co.
Mayo
Westport Historical Society — Bronach Joyce, Clew Bay Heritage Centre, Westport, Co.
Mayo
Kiltimagh Historical Society — Kiltimagh, Co. Mayo
Co. Meath :
Ashbourne Historical Society — Ann Kavanagh, 53, Bourne View, Ashbourne, Co.
Meath
Meath Archaeological and Historical Society
Mills and Milllers of Ireland — John Lynch, Mentrim Mills, Drumconrath, Co. Meath
Rathfeigh Historical Society — Joan Gallagher, Loughlinstown, Rathfeigh, Tara, Co.
Meath
Slane History and Archaeology Society — Ms. Sheila Crehan, Slane, Co. Meath
Co. Monaghan:
Clogher Historical Society — Grace Moloney, St. McCartan’s College, Co. Monaghan
Co. Offaly:
Birr Historical Society — Philomena Cavanagh Nevin, Lishhen, Birr, Co. Offaly
Edenderry Historical Society — Therese Abbott Maher, Clonmullen, Edenderry, Co.
Offaly
Offaly Heritage Centre Ltd. — Michael Byrne, Dury Quay, Tullamore, Co. Offaly
Co. Roscommon:
Aughrim Kilmore Historical Society — John Lavin, Kilmore, Carrick-On-Shannon, Co.
Roscommon
Roscommon County Historical and Archaeological Society — Albert Siggins,
Castlegrange, Castlecoote, Co. Roscommon
Roscommon County Library — The Courthouse, Roscommon, Co. Roscommon
Tisara Heritage Society, Four Roads, Roscommon, Co. Roscommon
Williamstown Heritage Centre — Patrick Patterson, The Walk, Clooneybirney, Co.
Roscommon
Co. Sligo:
Ballymote Heritage Group — Betty Conlon, Griananmore P.O., Ballymote, Co. Sligo
Sligo Field Club
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Co. Tipperary:
Boherlahn / Duhallow Historical Journal Society — Mr. T.A. Ryan, Ballinree Hse.,
Ballinree, Cashel, Co. Tipperary
Clonmel
Fethard Historical Society — Margaret Newport, 4, Cois Falla, Fethard, Co. Tipperary
Lough Gur and District Historical Society — Helena Nugent, Roseboro, Shronnel, Co.
Tipperary
Nenagh District Heritage Society
Newport Historical and Archaeological Society — Martin E. Lenihan, Newport, Co.
Tipperary
Ormond Historical Society — Mrs. Rae Croft, 10, Radharcdaragh, Nenagh, Co.
Tipperary
Roscrea Heritage Society — Mrs. K. A. Carmody, Rosemary Street, Roscrea, Co.
Tipperary
Templemore Historical Society
Tipperary Town and District Historical Society — Ms. Noreen Higgins, Moatquarter,
Kildescla, Tipperary
Tipperary Clans Heritage Society — John Bradshaw, Goats’ Lane, Bansha Rd.,
Tipperary Town
Tipperary County Historical Society — Dr. Denis G. Marnane, 20, Main St., Tipperary
Co. Waterford
Waterford Archaeological and Historical Society
Co. Westmeath
Kilbixby Historial and Heritage Society — Joseph Gilchriest, Ballycorkery, Ballinacarty,
Co. Westmeath
Old Athlone Society — Mr. John Dully, Eaton Neary, Custume Place, Athlone, Co.
Westmeath
Old Dunboyne Society — Dunboyne. Co. Westmeath
Westmeath Archaeological and Heritage Society
Co. Wexford:
Bannow Bay History Society — Jim Cosgrave, Bannow Mor, Carraig An Bannow, Co.
Wexford
Wexford Historical Society — Edward Carty, 9, St. Iban’s Villas, Wexford
Taghmon Historical Society — Maria Colfer, The Rose, Camross, Foulkmills, Co.
Wexford
Co. Wicklow:
Arklow Historical Society — Betty Gregory, 24, Mahon’s Lane, Arklow, Co. Wicklow
Avoca Heritage Committee — Marie Merrigan, Ballymoneen, Avoca, Co. Wicklow
Blessington History Society — Maureen Phibbs, Blackrock, Blessington, Co. Wicklow
Bray — Kathleen Kinsella, 1, Alexandria Terrace, Novara Road, Bray, Co. Wicklow
Enniskerry,Co.Wicklow
Greystones Archaeological and Historical Society — Aileen Short, ‘Brookfield’, Glen Rd.,
Delgany, Co. Wicklow
Old Bray — Henry Cairns, Town Hall, Florence Road, Bray, Co. Wicklow
Roundwood and District Historical and Folklore Society — Derek O’Brien, Sraghmore
Cottage, Roundwood, Co. Wicklow
West Wicklow Historical Society — Donal McDonnell, Coolnarig, Baltinglass, Co.
Wicklow
Wicklow County Library — County Librarian, Boghall Rd., Bray, Co. Wicklow
John Finlay, 32 St. Patrick’s Avenue, Wicklow Town.
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2012 – Dates for Your Diary
Spring Seminar: March 2012
The Spring Seminar will be held in Drogheda and will be hosted by the
Old Drogheda Society. This year the seminar will be on the theme of
“Oral History” and what can be done to help promote and preserve this
very unique and important aspect of our historical past. There will be
a number of distinguished speakers and it is hoped to bring together
people interested or involved in the collection, use and preservation of
oral history.
Visit to York – UK. April 23rd. - 27th. 2012
The Federation for Ulster Local Studies and the Federation of Local
History Societies will join together to visit York city and its hinterland. A
very interesting programme has been organised which will include the
historic city of York together with visits to the West Yorkshire Moors,
Whitby on the coast, Castle Howard, the Victorian village of Saltaire
and the Bronte Country. This visit will be limited to a max of fifty two
people, twenty six from each Federation.
Federation A.G.M.

Westport, Co. Mayo.

May 25th. – 27th 2012

The A.G.M. will be held in Westport and will be hosted by the Westport
Historical Society. It will be a weekend event starting on Friday evening
and continuing over Saturday and Sunday morning. The package will
include two nights B&B and two evening meals. There will be an after
dinner talk on Friday evening, the A.G.M. and a historical tour of the
town on the Saturday and on Sunday there will be an organised trip to
Ballintubber Abbey. Similar to last year the event will be open to anyone
wishing to come for the day on Saturday.
Titanic Visit to Belfast. Saturday July 7th. 2012
To mark the one hundred years since the sinking of the Titanic both
Federations will share a visit to the Ulster Folk Museum at Cultra and
to the new Titanic Centre in Belfast. There will also be an opportunity to
have lunch in the beautiful City Hall.
For further details ; contact PRO, larrybreen8@eircom.net
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Federation of Local History Societies
Membership Details
Society ______________________________________________________________
Secretary ____________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Telephone No.______________________________ Mobile___________________
e-mail address web site:______________________________________________
Other Contact Phone_________________________________________________
Number of members in Society ___________________________ *Fee €______
*Membership fee per society:
less than 25 members:
26 to 50 members:
50+ members:

€15
€25
€40

Cheques should be made payable to:
The Federation of Local History Societies,
c/o Mairead Byrne, 135 Dara Court, Celbridge, Co. Kildare
Email - maireadccbyrne@gmail.com
Note: This form may be downloaded from the Federation Web Site,
www.localhistory.ie
To be fully covered under the discounted Group Insurance Scheme with
O’Connor Insurances (01-492 2222), 112, Greenlea Road, Terenure,
Dublin 6W, your society must be a fully paid-up member of the
Federation which sends the list of members to that company which has
now issued renewal notices.
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